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ESPECTIN G the Cm "wa which the foHow- 
ing letters have been drawn, and the grounds 

on which the reader is expected to reſt, his belief 
of their authenticity, it may be ſufficient to inſorm 
him (and, for the truth of the aſſertion, to appeal 
to His Excellency, Thomas Pinckney, the Ameri- 
can Miniſter Plenipotentjary),, that. permiſſion was 
obtained from the proper 22 to tranſcribe, 
from the original papers preſerved in the Secretary 
of State's office in Philadelphia, theſe and ſundry 
other authentic documents, relating, to the; conteſt 
between the colonies and the mother country, viz. 
Letters from the Commanders of the continental 
forces, and other perſons, employed in the, public 
Tee ere bing n Bri Ude, 
and other adherents to the royal cauſe Com- 
munications from the Governors, Conventions, = 
Committees of the ſeveral American States Di. 


patches from Agents and Commiſlioners,—Inſtruc- 


tions. Reports of Committees of Congrels,—patts-. 
of the Secret Journals hitherto unpubliſhed, —and. 


Various 


x 
4 
: BB 
__ 
| 
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E. 
various other pieces elucidative of the events which 
led to and finally eſtabliſned American Indepen- 
dence. = cr FT 7 CT. A 
That Tertbnten was cracked? early 10 te Year 
1792, and immediate advantage was taken of the in- 
dulgence ; though, from various circumſtances, of 
little conſequence to the reader to know, the pub- 
lication has been long delayed. Even at this 
late period, the editor contents himſelf with laying 
before the public but a part of the collection, — in- 
tending, if theſe volumes meet with a favorable re- 
ception, to eontinue' the publication, and prefpqe 
his readers wha Variety of of "intereſting pieces 
penned by the leliders and principal a agents if the 
American Revolution, and tending to throw light 
on many important tranſations/ that have bitherto 
boen either enveloped in total darkneſs, of, at 
beft, hut pg ren Sh it porfedtly u 
det took eg off Ron bodies 
Some parts of theſe letters may perhaps : appear | 
tory fall of minutiz to intereſt that claſs'of readers, 
who; unaccuftomed to enter into tlie wieveſthratibh 
of :eaufes or conſequences, delight only in recitals 
di battles; ſieges, and other ++ Arik becurrences 
whidhs; conſtitute” che more prominent features of 
hiſtory.) But! to the reaſoning philoſophic reader, 
ho wifhes co explore the ſecret ſprings of action, 
—t6 trace events to their remote and latent cadſes, 
Ado diſeover and examine the fubordinate and col. 


jaterul circumſtances (oft triting in appearance, 
and generoliy overlooked by the vulgar eye}, 
nnen the firuggles of contending nations. give 
e a 28 


: | [vil 1 
rn, the one or the other ſcale 
thoſe minute details will, it is preſumed, bes far 
from unacceptable, as, furniſhing him with that 
ſpecies of information, upon which alone he ca 
venture to ground a dedilive opinion, watt EI 
might elſewhere ſeek. in vainn 60 0 
Ihe incloſures, frequently referred to in theſe 
volumes, would ſtill further contribute to ſet every 
| circumſtance in a clearer and ſtronger, light; and it 
was the editor's original intention that they ſhould 
have accompanied the letters to/which they reſpec- 
tively belong. Obſtacles however, at preſent inſur- 
mountable, ſtand in the way of theirimmediatepub- 
lation : but, when theſe are removed, the papers 
alluded to ſhall make their appearance in form of 
an Appendix, —ufuch parts of them at leaſt, as are 
of a curious and intereſting nature. | 
Meanwhile the reader will obſerve that it was 
deemed as yet premature to publiſh-certain paſ- 
ſages of theſe letters: ſome omiſſions have of courſe 
taken place, which are every where pointed out by 
aſteriſks, and which will be ſupplied at a pro- 
per ſeaſon, probably not far diſtant —On the 
other hand, in perhaps half a dozen inſtances, a 
fingle word has been hazarded on conjecture, to 
fill up a chaſm, where cither the origioal or the 
copy happened to be torn or defaced ; in which 
caſes. the ſupplemental words are incloſed within 
crotchets and printed in Italic.—A few entire let- 
ters, moreover, as appears by reference made to 
them in ſubſequent ones, are here wanted to com-- | 
plete the chain of correſpondence. Theſe the edi- 
| 9 tor 


vii ] 


tor enn give _ account of, as the originals appear 
io have been loft from the files of office. 
About a dozen letters, written by the ee 
ſecretary a, are here mſerted';—a few from the ge- 
neral bitriſelf to the board of war, or committee 
of Congreſs,. —one to the prefident of the New 
Tork Convention, and one to R. Morris, eſquire 
in the department of finance. Theſe it was 
| thought improper to omit: not did it ſeem worth 
While, on account” 6f a few exceptions, to make 
| N eee in the general _—_ * the bock. | 
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Mr. R. H. SEPT 8 MA 
aueſied to correct an error in Vol. I. page 240, line 6, where, 
, Inſtead of © aides,” he ſhould read 5 /ccretaries'.—Another, miſtake 
occitk in page 26 of the ſame volume, line 3 where four 


ſhould be read lallead of © fourteenth." — 
\ 
r 
: il : I 
a x | a 
0 £ x - * 
1 — : 1 1 1 
1 ' 
" "i ; TY, Acc 5413 Als 
yy + * * 1 10 + it; +34 I I 
0 | * u am 12154 


8 


—” = « af TOY + 9 | TP 7 + 75 23 Fe) = 
#7 4 #3? a. 9 f W K f 
* 


* 5 , * . " ? _ 
* ) 13 e. , | f z! HR 1 . 1:9 IE * 
/ « 


Wrrrtrn LETTERS. 


of wore Aer 
18 Nas fie 10 155 ot io org | 
b ide bun 105 FROM or annals roy ot 
eK | Weiter 
GENBRAL WASHINGTON 
3 
2 
- | | | "7 
8 nir 55 
172 * „ | 
13 1 e 
By, tage 
To * | Han Mie of * tee 4 ingreſs, at 
| | „F N ON 


eo Re £4 197 


GEIE, New-York, Punt 2 4, 1315 5 


Tais rats by aftettiood awd Ietbeä ey, Gi adhd! 
of ſeveral gentlemen of the Jerſeys and this city, by ne en¹t 
to croſs Hudſon's river at the lower ferry—and ſdme other 
circumſtances, tos trivia) e mie proved a LHR: 
at this place, until the aſternoon of this dar. 

In the morning, after giving general Sctruylet ſuch orders, 
as, from the reſult of my inquiry into matters Here, appear 
neceſſary, I ſhall ſet out on my journey to the camp at Boſe" 


ton, and ſhall proceed with all the diſpatch in my power! 
Powder is ( Uicutiat —— haap/wgath ue: 
beating the neceſſity of a fupply. The camp at Boſton, from 
the beſt account I can get from thence, is but very poof 
. At this pace a de daes a. 9 
_— B 


2 GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 


are provided at general Wooſter's camp, I have not been 
able yet to learn. 

Governor Tryon is 4rriged, and general, Schuyler directed 
to you of the lide of conduct he moves in; Feat it 
will not be very favorable to the American cauſe. 

I have only to add, that I am, with great reſpe& and 
regard, gentlemen, your moſt obedient and obliged humble 
ſervants | S WamnincTon. 


To Joh, Hancock, Eſquire, Prefident of Congreſs. 


New York, ſunday, 24th June, 5775, $ clock, P. M. 
Srx, 
UPON | my atrival here this ane 1 was - 
ed that an expreſs was in town, from the provincial camp 
in Maſſachuſetts-Bay; 7; and having ſeen, among the papers in 
his poſſeſſion, a letter directed to you as preſident of the 
Congreſs, I haye taken the liberty to open it. I was induced 
to take that liberty, by ſeveral gentlemen of New-York 
who were anxious to know the particulars of the affair of 
the ſeventeenth inſtant, and agreeable to tlie orders of many 
members of the "Congreſs, who judged it neceſſary that 1 
ſhould avail myſelf-of * 0 n in che courſe of 
my q, 4 
ene a . 
19. the proxincial army. which I fmeerely hope the Congreſs 
will ſupply as ſpeedily and as effectually as in their power. 
One thopſand pounds in weight were ſent to the camp at 
_ Cambridge, three days ago, from this city 3 which has left 
this place almoſt deſtitute of chat neceſſary article ; there be- 
ing at this time, from the beſt information, not more than 
four barrels/of powder in the city of New-York. - 
I propoſe to ſet off, ſor the provincial camp to-morrow, 
and will uſe all;poſſible;diſpatch to join the forces there. 
Tn make wy: compliments to the on of the 
6 Congrels ; 


($ 
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and humble ſervant, 


1. B. All the Alber letters; not otherwiſe expreſely . 
* refed, are addreſſed to the Profiles f Congreſs far the 
ws being. 1 


0 ** 


i 


. 3 4 \ | 
e Fe vuhy i 100 ow 
1 Arrived ſafe at this place on the third inſtant, after 


* 


a journey attended with a gobd deal of fatigue, and retarded | 


by neceſſary attentivns to the ſucceſſive n er uc- 
„ xr fines A "whole route. A 

Upon my arrival, I immediately viſited the PR 7000 
occupied by our troops; and, as ſoon as the weather permitted, 
recotmoitred thoſe of the enemy. I found the latter ſtrongly 
intrenched on Bunker's-hill, about a mile from Charleſtown, 
and advanced about half a mile from the place of the late c- 
don, with their centries extended about one hundred and fifty 
yards on this fide of the narroweſt part of the neck 
from this place to Charleſtown. Three floating batteries lie 
in Myſtick river near weir camp, and one twenty-gun thip 


below the ferry plaee between Boſton and Charleſto wn They 


have alſo a battery on Copſe-hill, on the Boſton ide, Which' 


much annoyed our troops in the late attack. Upon the neck? 


hey have alſo deeply intrenched and' fortified. Their ad- 
vanced guards, till laſt ſaturday morning, occupied Brown's 
houſes; about a mile from Roxbury meeting-houſe; and 
Fee but, at that time, a party 


from general Thomas's camp ſurpriſed the guard, 'Urove® 


then in, and burned the houſes.” The bulk of their army, 
commanded by general Howe, hes on Butker's-hill, and the- 


E era; nr" the -arhperd and wi | 


few men in the town of Boſton; - 4 


N intenchments on wn. 
Ba 


NY 
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;ProſpeQ hills, che enemy's camp ip full view, at 
of little more than a mile. Such intermediate 


points as would admit a landing, I have ſince my arrival 


Aken care to ſtrengthep, down to Sewal's. farm, where a 


Krong intrenchment h has been thrown up. At t Roxbury, ge- 
neral Thomas has thrown up a ſtrong work on the hill, 
about two hundred yards above the meeting-houſe ; which, 
with the brokenneſs of the. ground, and a great number of 
rocks, has made that paſs very ſecure. The troops raiſed in 
New-Hampſhire,. with a regiment} from Rhode- Iſland, oc- 
cupy Winter-hill; a part of thoſe from Connecticut, under 
general Putnam, are on ProſpeR-hill. . The troops. in this 
town are entirely, of che Maachuſetts : the remainder of the 
Rhode-Ifland-men are at Sewa}'s Farm. Tyo regiments. of 
Connecticut, and nine, of the Maſſachuſetts, are at Rox- 
bury. The reſidue of the army, e the number of about 
2 hundred, are poſted in ſeveral mall towns along the 

. to prevent the depredatipns of the ene. 
Ps he: whole, 1.chink myſelf atboriſed to. fax. thats 
9 great extent of line and the nature of he 
we are as well ſecured, as could be. expected in ſo 
i a lime, and under the difadvanzages we labor. Theſe 
can. in a. want of engineers to conſtruct proper works and 
direct the men, 2 Want of tools, and a ſufficient number of 


men to man the works. in caſe of an attack. You will ob- 


ſexve, by the procęedings of the council of war which I have 
the honor to iucloſe, that it is out unanimous opinion, to 
bold and defend. theſe, works as long: as. poſhble. The diſ- 

couragement it would give the men, and its contrary effect 
o r miniſterial troops, thus to ahandon our encamp- 
ment in their, face, formed with ſo much labor, added ta 
the certain deſtruction of a conſiderable and valuable extent. 
of, gountrx, and; our. certainty of finding: a place. in all, te- 


ſpects ſo capable of making a ſtand, —are leading reaſons. fer. 


this determination. At the ſame time we are. very ſenſible; 


* Gihculiice. which ** the defence, of lines f ſo 
great 


piii ET rk 4 
kiest estent, and the 1 Which” Hay eufüe from fuck 
$'Mvifivh of the's 
> "My eafneſt with ts esch wt te inſtructions of ak 
Cbigreſt, in wakmg an Gatly and complete returii of te 
fate of the Arth, Has led itte ati involuntary delay of ad- 
aten you; WICK His given the much concern. Ha vin ing 
given orders för this" putpole imaiedlately on my arrival, — 
-and unldppiiſel of che ittiptifedt ebediedte which had beech 
paid tö thoſe of the like natufe from general Ward, 1 Was 
If from” diy to day to expect they would come in, and 
therefore detiined the melſeriget. They are not now fo 
cothplete as Tcould' with: but much Ano wance is to be made 
for inespetience in forms, and a liberty which Bad been 
| taken (not given) on this ſubject. Theſe reaſons, I flatter 
 tnyſelf, will no longer exiſt ; and, of conſequence, more re- 
| galarity and exadtneſs will in future prevail. This, with 4 

Relifaty attehtion to the lines, the movements of dia minif- 
terial troops, and out immediate fecurity, muſt be my — 
tbgy, which 1 beg you t to 4 belore Congreſs with Ke ut 
moſt duty and feſpect. 

1 labor under great nhebäö ger for watit n 

for, though they have been helped Güt by a collection 8f 
now uſeleſs ſails from the ſea- port towns, the number i is far 
ſhort of 6hF neceffties. The colleges" and houſes of this 
town are ndceffarity otcipied by the troops; which affords 
another reaſon for Kcepfng oùr preſent fituation. But! moſt 
| fincerely wiſh the whol army Was properly provided to take 
the field, as Tam Well affüted, hät (befides greater expedi: 
fon and activity if cafe of alatth it wuld highly conduct 
&& health and difciplins: As materials are not to be had 
| Kee, I would beg leave to'r6&cdmmend the prockiing & fate | 

. ther fupply "fron Philadelphia, as ſoon ag poſſible. CANA 
-*©"T{hiould be extrethelf deficient bf gratitide as well as fankes; 
if1 dd not" täke the firſt oppbttünity to acknowledge the 
readineſs ail attettiönl, which the provincial Congreſs and 
Aust coliaahes date au cer "co" ee everything a 


' + FC + convenient 
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convenient and agreeable as poſfible. But there is a vital 
and inherent principle of delay, incompatible with military 
ſervice, in tranſacting buſineſs through ſuch numerous and 
different channels, I eſteem, it therefore my duty to repre» | 
ſent the inconvenience which muſt unayoidably enſue from 
a dependence on a number of perſons for ſupplies ; and ſub- 
mit it to the conſideration of Congreſs, whether the public ſer- 
vice will not be beſt promoted by appointing a commiſſary- 
general for theſe purpoſes. We have a ſtriking inſtance of 
the preference of ſuch a mode, in the eſtabliſhment of Cons 
neQicut, as their troops are extremely well provided under 
the direction of Mr. Trumbull, and he has at different times 
aſſiſted others with various articles. Should my ſentiments 
happily coincide with thoſe of your hopors on this ſubject, 
I beg leave to recommend Mr, Trumbull as a very proper 
perſon for this department, In the arrangement of troops 
collected under ſuch circumſtances, and upon the ſpur of 
immediate neceſſity, ſeveral appointments are omitted, which 
q appear to be indiſpenſably neceſſary for the good government 
of the army—particularly a quarter-maſter-general, a com- 
miſſary of muſters, and a commiſſary of artillery, Theſe I 
muſt earneſtly recommend to the notice and proviſion of tha 
Congreſs, | 
I find myſelf already much embarraſſed, far want of a mi» 
litary cheſt, Theſe embarraſſments will increaſe every day: 
J myſt therefore requeſt that money may be forwarded as 
ſoon as poſſible. The want of this moſt neceſſary article 
will (L fear) produce great inconveniences, if not prevented 
by an early attention. I find the army in general, and the 
troops raiſed in Maſſachuſetts in particular, very deficient 
in _vecefſary cloathing, Upon inquiry, there appears no 
probability of obtaining any ſupplies in this quarter i and, on 
the beſt conſideration of this matter I am able to form, I am of 
opinion that a number of hunting ſhirts (not leſs than ten 
thouſand) would in a great degree remove this difficulty, 
aaa 1 know nothing, ing 
_—— | | | fpcculativ 


öfrfeikb W ATTY fc 10 
"© tpieidive view, more trivial, yet, if put in practice, would 
have u happier tendency to unite the men, and aboliſh thoſe 
provincial common] which lead to jealouſy and difatiſ-, 


faction. | 
In a former part of this letter, I mentioned the want of 


engineers. I can hardly expreſs the diſappointment I have 


experienced on this ſubject,. the {kill of thoſe we have be- 
ing very imperſect, and confined to the mere manual exer- 
ciſe of cannon; whereas the war in which we are engaged 
requires a knowledge, comprehending the duties of the field, 
and fortification. If any perſons thus qualified are to be 
found in the ſouthern' colonies, it would be of great public 
ſervice to forward them with all expedition. | 

Upon the article of ammunition, I muſt re- echo the for- 
mer complaints on this ſubject. We are ſo exceedingly deſti- 
tute, that our anillery will be of little uſe, without a ſupply 
both large and ſeaſonable. What we have muſt be reſerved 
for the ſmall arms, and that ee WE the utmoſt fru- 


Ry... 
Fs Rats the up you will God Leni i b 


able preciſion in the returns which accompany this letter. 


Upon finding the number of men to fall ſo far ſhort of the 


eſtabliſhment, and below all expectation, l immediately call- 
ed a'counctl of the general officers, whoſe opinion (as to the 
mode of filling up the regiments, and providing for the pre- 
ſent exigency) I have the honer of incloſing. together with | 
the beſt judgment we are' able to form of 'the miniſterial | a 
troops. From the number of boys, deſerters, and negroes. 
that have been enliſted in che troops of chis province, 1 en- 
tertain ſome doubts whether the number required can be 
raiſed here: and all the general officers agree that no depen 
dence can be put on the militia, for a continuance i in camp,” 
or regularity and diſcipline during the ſhort time they may | 
(tiy. This unhappy and devoted — has been fo long © 
in a ſtatè of anarchy; and the yoke 7 #1 „ 


bean laid fo beaviy on it, that great alowauces are to be 
B34 N made 
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| * ſor troops raiſed under ſuch circumſtances, The de · 

ficiency of numbers, diſcipline, and ſtores, can only lead to 
| this concluſion—that their ſpirit has exceeded their, ſtrength, 
But at the ſame time I would humbly ſubmit to the conſider - 


ation of Congreſs the propriety. of making ſome further pro- 


viſion of men from, the other colonies. If theſe regiments. 
ſhould be completed. to their eſtabliſhment, the diſmiſſion of. 
thoſe unfit for duty, on account of their age and character 
would occaſion a conſiderable reduction 3 and, at all events, 
/ they bave been enliſted, upon ſuch terms, that they may be 
; diſbanded when other troops arrive. But ſhould my appre· 
henſions be realiſed, and the regiments, here not filled up, the 
public cauſe would ſuffer by an, abſolute depeudence upon 
ſo doubtful an event, unleſs ſome provifion 4 is mags againſt 
ſuch a diſappointment, 7 

It requires no military {kill, 10 judge of the dificuly of. 
introducing proper diſcipline and ſubordination into an army 
While we have ihe enemy in view, and are in daily expecta- 
tion of an attack: but it is of ſo much importance, that every 
effort will be made, which: time and circumſtances will ad- 
mit. In the mean time L have a ſincere. pleaſure in obſery-, 
ing that there are materials for a gopdfarmywa. great num 
ber of able-bodied-men, active, zealous in the.cauſe, aps of. 
unqueſffanable courage. | 
1 am your fr to. acknowledge. the receipt of your, fayoe. 

of the twenty-eighth, ingloſing the reſolutions of Congreſs, 
ol the twenty-ſeventh ultimo, and a copy of a letter from the 
committee of Albany i to all which I. ſhall pay due attention. 
Generals Giite and Sullyap have both. arrived in, ved 

health, , 
My beſt abilities are at. all times. devoted) to dhe ſervice of 
1 country; but I feel the weight, importance, and variety 

ol my preſent duties too ſenſibly, not to. wiſnia more imme- 
diate and frequent communication. wich the. Congreſs. I fear 
| 2 ee n Er 
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Since writing the above, I have alſo to acknowledge your 
favor. of the fourth inſtant by Feſſenden, andithe receipt of he 
commiſſions, and articles of war. The former. are yet eight 
hundred. ſhort, of the number required, This deficietcy you 
will pleaſe to ſupply as ſoon as you conveniently cam 
Among the other returns, I have alſo ſent one of our killed, 
wounded, and miſſing, in the late action; but have been able 
to procure no certain account of the loſs of the miuiſterial 
troops, My beſt intelligence fixes it at about five hundred 
killed, and fix or ſeven hundred wounded: but it is no more 
than conjecture. the utmoſt pains, being taken on their ſide 
to conceal it, I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. Having ordered the commanding officer to give me 
the earlieſt intelligence of every motion of the enemy by 
land or water, diſcernible from the heights- of his camp, T 
this inſtant, as I was claſing my letter, received the incloſed 
from the brigade major. The deſign of this manteuvre 
know not: perhaps it may be to make a deſcent ſomewhers 
along tre cœaſt : it may be for New-York ; ot it may be 
practiſed as a deception on us, I thought it not improper” = 
however to mention the matter to you: 1 have done tlie" 
ſame to the commanding officer at New-York ; and I ſhalt 
let it be known to the committee of ſafety here, ſo that in- 
telligonce may be communicated, as they men think best, 


e the ſea-coaſt * 2 
Sin, , Camp at Cambridge, Fuly 14, 177 * 


SINCE I did myſelf the honor of addrefling you on 
the tenth inſtant, nothing material has happened in the camp. 
From ſome authentic and later advices of the ſtate of tlie 
| Miniſterial troops, and the great inconvenience of calling in 
eee eps been induced for tho 
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preſent to wave it but in the mean time recruiting parties' 


have been ſent throughout this province, to fill up the regi - 
ments to the eſtabliſhment of the provincial Congreſs. At the 


\ fame time that I received theſe advices, I alſo obtained a 


liſt of the officers of the enemy killed and wounded in the 
late battle ut Charlaſtorn, which I take this S gert 
incloſe. 

The event ſcarcity of freſh rides in their army ws 
led me to take every precaution to prevent a ſupply : for this 
purpoſe, I have ordered all the cattle and ſheep. to be drawn 
from the low grounds and farms within their reach. A de- 
tachment from general Thomas's camp, on wedneſday night, 
went over to Long-Iſland, and brought from thence twenty 


- cattle and a number of ſheep, with about fifteen laborers - 


who had been put on by a Mr. Ray Thomas, to cut the hay, 
cc. By ſome accident they omitted burning the hay, and 
returned the next day at noon to complete it; which they 
effected, amidſt the firing of the ſhipping, with the loſs of 
one man killed and another wounded. 

Laſt evening alſo a party of the Connecticut men ſtrolled 
down. on the marſh at Roxbury, and fired upon a centry; 


Which drew on à heavy fire from the enemy's lines and 


floating batteries, but attended with no other effect than the 
loſs of one killed by a ſhot from the enemy's lines. In the 
mean time, we are, on both ſides, continuing our works: 
but there has been no other movement than what I have no- 


| ticed above. I ſhall endeavor to give a regular and parti» . 


cular account of all tranſactions, as they occur, which you 
will pleaſe to lay before.the Bonorable Congrels have the 
honor to be, & . We G. W. 


Sin, _. . Comp at Cambridge, Fuly 21, m—_— 
SINCE 1 did myſelf the honor of addreſſing you tho 


bunch inſtant; I have received advice from governor't | 
| Trumbull, 
2 
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Trumbull, that the aſſembly of Connecticut had voted, and f 
that they are now raiſing, two regiments of ſeven hundred 
men each, in conſequence of an application from the pro- 
vincial Congreſs of. Maſſachuſetts-Bay. The Rhode-Iland 
aſſembly has alſo made an augmentation for this purpoſe. 
| Thefe reinforcements, with - d riflemen who are daily ex- 
pected, and ſuch recruits as may come in to fill up the regi- 
ments here, will, I apprehend, compoſe an army ſufficiently 
ſtrong to oppoſe any force which may be brought againſt us 
at preſent. I am very ſenſible that the heavy expenſe, ne- 
ceſſarily attendant upon this campaign, will call for the ut. 
moſt frugality and care, and would therefore, if poſſible, 
avoid enliſting one unneceſſary man. As this is the firſt 
certain account of the deſtination of theſe new-raiſed troops, 
I thought proper to communicate my ſentiments as early 
as poſſible, leſt the Congreſs ſhould act upon my letter of the 
tenth, r 
my preſent judgment, may be diſpenſed wit. 

For theſe eight days paſt, there have been no movements | 
in either camp, of any conſequence, On our fide, we have 
continued the works without any intermiſſion ; and they are 
now ſo far advanced as to leave us little to apprehend on that 
ſcore, On the fide of the enemy, they have, alſo been very 
induſtrious in finiſhing their lines, both on Bunker's-hill and 
'Roxbury-neck. In this interval alſo, their tranſports have. 
arrived from New-York ; and they have been employed in 
landing and ſtationing their men. I have been able to col · 
le no certain account of the numbers arrived: but the in- 
cloſed letter, wrote (though not ſigned) by Mr. Sheriff Lee, 
and delivered me by captain Darby (who went expreſs with 
an account of the Lexington battle) will enable us to form a 
pretty accurate judgment. The increaſe of tents and men 

in the town of Boſton is very, obvious: but all my account 
from thence agree that there is a great mortality, occaſioned: 
by the want of vegetables. and freſh meat ; and that their, 
N. e ECR ECO ANING 

of 
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Ir der wottda) is greater thin at Art fuppoted. "The 

ecticktzon of the inhabitants detained in Boſton) is very diſ- 
" fling chey are egqually deſtitute of the comfort of freſh 
proviſions; and many of thei are ſü reduced in their <ir< 
tthiſtatices; as to be umnble to ſupply themſelves with falt. 
Sven fh os the ſbldlery lerte 1 theft principal Tupport. 
ARS to all this ſuch füſpicibn abit jealbuſy prevails, that 
dien can ſeatcely Teak, or eben 156k, without” ekpoſitg 
themſelves to ſome ſpecies of military exttaritt, — -* 

I bave not been able, from any ititdlligerice I have rectiv- 
ell & form 2ny certain judgment of the futüre operations of 
he enemy. Sortietities T have fuſpected an intention of de- 
fiching a part of their army to ſome part of the" Coaſt, as 
they have been buildittg à number of flat bottomiet boats, ca- 
pable of koldiip' tro) Hutidred ther each. But, ffbm thei? 
works, and the language held at Bofton, there is reafodl to 
_ think they enpett the attack from! vs, and are principally en- 
gaged in preparitg themſelves agairift it. I have ordered all 
che Shale Borte along the coaft to be ccllefted : and ſome 
of wer are employed every night to watch che motion of 
the entmy by wätkr, fo as to guattt as moch 24 poltible 
agu ay farpriſc: CE 

© Next to the mort jinmiediate and preffing duties of putting 
o Rnes im as fedure à ſtate as poſſible, attefiditig to the 
movements of the” enemy, and gaining intelligence. y 
geat chnterh is to eſtabliſfi order, regularity, and difcipline, 
Wo which, oor numbers would! embarrafb us, and, in 
cue of a&ion; gebera? confuſion” muſt” infalfibfy enfbe. In 
oder te un, I propoſe to divide the army into titer divi- 
ſtons: Let the heud of each, wilt be a general offer: — 
wweſe dividite th be again fubcke dec into brigades, un- 
der cheir reſpeRiive © brigadhiers. But che dificulty ariſing 
from e arfüngenient of the general officers, and waiting the 
finder proceedings bf the Cong feßʒ ei this/ſobjeR, has much 
e 1 way N works” T ould” 

rII07 710! 563 £ * rn! be* | 
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de very happy to receiye their final commands, as any deter- 
> mination would enable me to proceed in my plan. . 
In addition to the officers. mentiqned in mine of the tenbbd 
inſtant, I would humhly propoſe that ſome proyviſion ſhould 
de made for a judge advocate, and provelt-marſhal.. Tbe 
neceſſiy of the firſt appointment was ſo. great, that, I was 
obliged to nominate a Mr. Tudor, who was well recomr 
mended to me, and now executes the office under an expecy 
tation of receiying captain's pay=-an allowance (in. my 
opinion) ſcarcely adequate to the ſervice, in new-raiſed 
troops, where there are court- 5 every day.  Howevery 
as that is the proportion in the regular army, and he is c 
en ee eee . 201 at 
I muſt alſo renew my requeſt as to Maney, and che ap» 
pointment of a paymaſter. | I have forbore urging mattem oſ 
this nature, from my knowledge of the many important con · 
cerns which engage the attention of che Congreſs: but.as I 
bind my difficulties thicken every day, I make no doubt, fuit- 
able. regard will be paid to a neceſſity of this kind. The 
inconvenience of borrowing ſuch ſums as are conſtantly te- 
quite muſt be tog plain for me to enlarge upon, and is a 
fituation from which. I ſhould be very happy to be relieved. - 
Upon the experience I have had, and the beſt conſidera» 
tion of the appointment of the ſeveral ofhces of commiſſury- 
muſter-maſter general, quarter-maſter-general, pay»: 
maſter-general, and commiſſary of artillery, I am clearly of 
opinion chat they not only conduce to qrder, diſpatch, and 
diſcipline, but that it is a meaſure of economy. The delay, 
the waſte, and unpyriſhable neglect of duty, arifing from. 
theſe offices being in commiſſion in ſeveral, hands, eyidently, 
ſhew that the public expenſe muſt be finally enhanced. I. 
haye gxperienced .the want of theſe officers, in completing. 
the returns of meg, ammunition, and ſtores. The later are. 
It imperfect, from the number of hands in which: they; are 
"diſperſed I have incloſed the laſt weekly return, which is 
Are. woes den ths. kan gt aud hope in eiue time 
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we ſhall be perſectiy regular in this as well as ſeveral dither 
branches of duty. 


Fhave made inquiry into the eſtabliſhment of the hoſpital, 
W NN There is no prin- 


cipal director, nor any ſubordination among the ſurgeons: 


of conſequence, diſputes and contention have ariſen, and 
muſt continue until it is reduced to ſome ſyſtem. I could 
wiſh it was immediately taken into conſideration, as the 
lives and health of both officers and men ſo much depend 
upon z due regulation of this department. I have been par- 


ticularly attentive to the leaſt ſymptoms. of the ſmall pox ; _ 


and hitherto we have been ſo fortunate as to have every per- 
ſon removed ſo ſoon, as not only to prevent any communica- 
tion,” but any alarm or apprehenſion it might give in the 


camp We ſhall continue the uimoſt vigilance againſt * j 


moſt dangerous enemy. 
In an army properly organiſed, there are ſundry offices 


of an inferior kind, ſuch as waggon-maſter, maſter-carpen- 
ter, &c: but I doubt whether my powers are ſufficiently - 


extenſive for ſuch appointments. If it is thought proper to 
repoſe ſuch a truſt in me, I ſhall be governed, in the diſ- 
charge of it, by a ſtrict regard to economy and the public in 
tereſt. . $301 | £5 4 

My inſtructions from the honorable Congreſs direct that 
ne troops are to be diſbanded without their expreſs direction, 
nor to be recruited to more than double the number of . 
enemy. Upon this ſubject I beg leave to repreſent, that, un- 
leſs the regiments in this province are more ſucceſsful in re- 
cruiting than I have reaſon to expect, a reduction of ſome 
of them will be highly neceſſary, as the public is put to the 
whole expenſe of an eſtabliſhment-of officers, while the real 
ftrength of the regiment (which conſiſts in the rank and file) 


s deſective. In caſe of ſuch a reduction, doubtleſs ſome of 


the” privates and all the officers would return home: but 
many of the former would go into the remaining regiments; 


uſeful 


and, having had ſome experience, would fill them up with 


/ 
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an I ſo plainly perceive the expenſe of this campaign 
will exceed any calculation hitherto made, that I am parti- 
cularly anxious to ſtrike off every unneceſſary charge. You 
will therefore, fir, be pleaſed to favor me with explicit di- 
rections from the Congreſs, on the mode of this reduction 
(if it ſhall appear neceſſary) that no time may I when 
ſuch neceſſity appears. . 

"Yeſterday we had an account that the light-houſe was on 
fire:=by whom, and under what orders, I have not yet 
learned: but we have reaſon to frog e 02g, | 
our irregulars. „ 

Vou will pleaſe to preſent me to the Congreſs, with the 
utmoſt duty and reſpect ; and believe me to be, &c. G. W. 
P. S. Captain Darby's ſtay in England was fo ſhort, that 

he brings no other information than what the incloſed letter, 
and the news-papers which will accompany this, contain. 
General Gage's diſpatches had not arrived ; and the mi- 
niſtry affected to diſbelieve the whole account, treating it as a 
fiction, or, at moſt, an affair of little conſequence.— The fall 
of ſtocks was very inconſiderable. n 4 


„ A Camp c July 2, 1776, Se 5. M. 
Six, 28 
SINCE colog the letters „dieb 3 
have received an account of the deſtruction of the lights, 
houſe ; a copy of which I Have the honor to incloſe, and 
of again afſ,ying you that I a, with grout ed tes 1 
| G. W. 
P. 8. en el ebe eons xcheccts eats, 
loſs of the enemy in the late battle, than any yet received. 
Dr. Winſhip, who lodged in the ſame houſe with an officer.- 
of the marines, aſſures me they had exactly one thouſand and 
forty-three killed and wounded,-—of whom three hundred 
fell on the field, or died within 9 Many of che 
wounded are ſince dead. 
SIR, 


* 
* 


* 
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10 * NOTHING. material has occurred in either camp, 
ſince I had the honor of addreſſing you on the twenty · fixſt in 
ſtam by expreſs: but on tueſday, three men- of- war and nina 
. A herpare, and Rood. x ronuſy 
about E. S. E. en but 
„ a cotta do Gen ea | 
informed the officer at one of the out-poſts, that the tranſports 
had on board ſix hundred men, and were bound to. Block- 
Hand, Fiſher's-Ifland, and Long -Iſland, to plunder. them, 
and bring off what cattle they may find, The fellow retarn- 
ed again into Boſton. under ſuch ſuſpicious circumſtanoes, 
that i it has led me to doubt the truth of his intelligence. 
9 deſerter, vrho came in afterwards, informs me that.ie 
was given out in their camp, that they were either gone for 
Indians, or freſh proviſions ; and that each tranſport had but 
twenty 1 men on board, Upon this intelligence, I immediately 
wrote to governor Cooke of Rhode-Iſland, and to general 
Wooſter, that they might take proper precautions for re- 
moving the cattle off thoſe iſlands and the coaſts, and to pre- 
vent any ſurpriſe. As we are confirmed, by every account, 
in the ſcarcity of freſh proviſions in the enemy's camp, and 
particularly by this deſerter, it is very probable this voyage 
may be only intended for a fupply : but as it may poſſibly bs 
otherwiſe, I thought it beſt to tranſmit the intelligence to the 
bonorable Congreſo, that they may forward it to the ſouth - 
ward, or take ſuch other ſteps as they may judge proper. 
Since writing the above, three more deſerters have come 
out, —which makes four in twenty-four hours. Their ac- 
counts correſpond with thoſe of + worries: d 
whichT have related above. "Flare Rog to dense 
2 ch das Nee . N ew. 
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Ti a1 Tis Nie 


Ig vam 1 A Mito acknowledge the receipt of your favor of the | 


| twenty-fourth July, accompanied by two hundred and eighty- 


four, commiſfigns, which are. yet much Mort of the neceſs 
ſary number, Iam much bougred by the. confidence re- 
poſed in me, of appointing the ſeveral officers recommended 
in mive of the tenth; ultimo and ſhall endeavor to ſeleR 
ET WO Bet apatite co fill important 


PPP | 
in bind. 1 Ohnnki ut fed to know the pleaſure af the ho- 
norable Congreſs. The general officers of the Maſſachu- 
ſetts have regiments ; thoſe of Connecticut have both regi- 
ments and companies; and the other field officers have com- 
panies each. From Rhode-Ifland, the general officer has no 
regiment, but the field officers haye companies : but I do not 
find that they have or expect pay under more than one com · 
miſſion, Should the commiſſions, now to be delivered, pur- 
ſue theſe different eſtabliſhments, there will be a diſtinction 
between general and field officers of che ſame rank. In or- 
der to put New-Hampſhire, Maſſachuſetts, and Rhode-Iſland, 
upon a line with Connecticut, it would be neceſſary to diſ- 
miſs, a number of officers in poſſeſſion of commiſſions, withe | 
out any fault of theirs, On the other hand, to bring the 
Connecticut generals and field officers to the ſame ſcale with 
the others, will add to the number of officers, and may be 
deemed inconſiſtent with the terms on which they entered 
into the ſervice, although you add nothing to the expenſe, 
except in the article of proviſions. Upon the whole, it is a 
c 
and determine. 

Colonel Gridley of this province, who is at the head of 
+ the artillery, has the rank of wajor-general from the provin- 
cial Congreſs. Will it be proper to renew his commiſſion 
W in che ſage manner }—lc js proper hereto remark, that, 

Vor. I. * e in 
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in this caſe, he will take rank of all the brigadiers-general, 
ene 15 majors-general, whote . ro ſubfequent 
in date "and ths Gal BNP 56 OLE PRs; dur may be 
ee ce BP eee 
Thee a mater Todfe! impottante: put 1 An einbar⸗ 
Falte itt A Bae of A fete End. Pre effi melde 
K C588 . * Af che regimentb t be fhmedupff ons 
Stkißtitnent: bur ce arg Urrkerent ill Mtrer ent prö bite, 
Fc n dt th bie Gin Province, M the Paktes“ Fit 
| Maſſachuſetts, ſome regiments have ten companics, offters 
deen PURGED ATE er che FEA? ib HE WAI ind 
nltieff ith; vlfecrs Melde of the Fitter EE HTN arid 
fene. Tine ARORA dit er ode AIRED wd Ne: 
Haiigthite is five HUHd' d atid ufgefy td u YOSHHhert; Unter 
IO ACN a in HEH 1c 4 Peg ihent. 
Solid te NIAfachifstts tegimtentb be Cbtnpletell, WRATH 
fe Tevies from KHG de- Tfttd ad EMA; ard fe Ti- 
felgen, the fümber Will esteetk twenty- two owfüntl. Ir 
ey tot ob be Cofbpfetetl d With egiitent is fully bf. 
Heerect, Wert Wilt be à Beavy Epe ec le Public, Withsüt 
an Ade quätt ferbiel. The ration" r Wirte Bf Wel et 
to be riecifiry; and er l u batte er that” tie," 18 
We ale GSH: 1 NT crit weben it Way be cken 
ts icötnedtate conBds TA, Al ine Ut kuck ode ör 
 Gio#it polntech bit BY Re KonbHble Congtels. "By A ell 
male 1 have made fror che geteraf return, v Hef th ew 
fevibs Arte, And the gęlments ark cbtußletell, wert WAI be 
kweßky- our tholifihd Fol? Rundred And BAY HER bn the pay 
and proviſion of the United Colönſes. Sone Ur the fecrült. 
ing ofcefs, who have been but oh thi fervith, Have return. 
c wick ver lle Teste; 45 dit 0e y Mey Cone, 
the, number of two thouſand and ſixty- four, now wanting to 
complete, wil rather faefeife thin diminim. There ate the 


regiment of artillery, conhiſting of four hundred and ninety- 
three men, and one under colonel Sergeant (who has ror be- 
ceived ay conuilfion, Althougf he Räd Gpderb to Fails A F- 

Fiment, 
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pimopt, fun dies provinoiet Cograſpc har) which, 
_ vcfuikd in dhe abovpreftionte: 2 Thin regie 
of two hundted und Mir four mAb byothis. n Gl rctumn but 
s.comprn{hasifined jmoedos 100952 I, ie oj bagels 
By advertaly,tbochs gene d wesen high; Love therboagy 
of incloſing (Ne 1), it will be ſeen, what regina, ah wg 
defitiento- ou 097 yino bed vrt ow. Til ads. YO. 

WIT |. the. Oongreis does mot tchuſt do ꝙoint n d bagioldt 
tegiemm but. dr provintes in Mh dein is nat = 
make, the ſeverel⸗Cantreſſes ande Nele, may; hay th 
proper charindl-to condudt this hne hie T would-lg 
condeive.the moſt adviſable, frame dei bee eqE˖ 
with the meriti terms and time pf, vicen gh. anne 
officers.  -Reducing\ ſome regimetts, and, with the priya gy 
therbof, filling-up: others, would. corainly, by thg;h56 pech 
ol accomplithingabis work: if it ore practicable; MH 
peringat'is datgerwha en the, Maſfachuſestersn qe d the 
privilege of chufsdg) their own; ονν, do. nt ον, 
tiaafelyes.boundjrif theſe oft ch are Jifbantieded dn ene! 
u general, Gage ig parking, PrERaladions lar xigtti by 
contractinʒ ſtor quantities Oel, is wihingget 46 vs. the 
propriety of ext aut bie 40, thes fa f. hat gli 
— rodtcd/that ſuth nts as huye , ben Jacely; made fe 
ſhould be done in duch a anten dat, if: nocofſagy they ä 
may ferve:for::covering during Abt winter. But I. need not 
enlarge upon fhe variety of webeſlities, ſuch as clothing, 
fuel, '&c; (bath exceedingly ſcatoe, and difficult gc be prox 
cntedy which that ſeaſon mul. bring wich it, if th arm s 
aoy donſiderable part of it is to remain embodied, „e 


From the inactivity of the enemy ſince he arrizal ofgheis = 


whole reinforce ment. —dieir contiayal addition to dheir lingy 
Il many other eircumſtanceg -I. am inclined td _ 
chat, finding us ſo well prepared do receive them, the plan of | 
operations is varied, and they mean, by regular approaches, 
to bombard us out of our preſent line, of defence, onars 
e — 
t 25:0? vi} 1200p 


Lg 


they expected, by the guard coming to relieve, and obliged 


fan's The riflemen, in theſe ſkirmiſhes, loſt one man, who 


ry 
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weight of the expenie, or the. proſpect of a winter eampaign 
ſo $iſcourage our Woops, as to break-up our army. If they 
have not ſome ſuch exhectations, the iſſus of which they are 


| determined to wait, I cannot account. ſor the delay, when 


their ſtrength is ia rey thy e eee 
little Wir mines p 44 lun t — Wy $1 | 
Of theſe laſt we; have. had only two, wonhy aki 


Mech ſome ren ſon to ſuſpect they were extenling tiieir 


nes at Charleſtown, I, laft ſaturday evening: ordered ſome | 


of the riflemen down, to make a diſcovery;-or! bring off a 
prifoner. '' They were accidentally diſcovered ſooner chan 


te re upon chem.. We have peaſon to: believe they kill- 
ec ſeernl. They brought in two priſoners, whoſe ac- 


kobm (confifmned by ſome other circumſtances) removed my 


foſpitions' in part. an un on each de, 


along the line. n 5 of three: cap» 


tains who have'beeti taken off by the riflenien, and one kill- 


ef by a tanhon-ſhot” fram Roxbury, beſides ſeveral privates : 
Put as che Intelligence is not ditect, Lonly mention it as a 
report which deſerves credit. The: other happened at the 
Higtihoiiſe.”/ A number of workmen having been ſent down 
0 Kepair ic, with a guard of twenty-two marines and a ſuh- 


Altern ;<majdr Topper; laſt. monday morning about two 
o clock; landed there with about three hundred men, attacked 
then; Killed the officer and four privates; but being detained 

by the tidef in his retutn he was attacked by ſeveral boats: but 


he happily got through. wich the loſs of one man killed, and 


Another wounded! The remainder of the miniſterial troops 


(iter vf 'whom are badly wounded) he brought of priſoners, 
with ten tories, all of whom are on their way to Springheld- 


(we heut) is a priſoner in Boſton-jail. , The enemy, in re- 
turn, endedvored to ſurpriſe our guard at Roxbury : but 
they; being apptiſed of it by a deſerter, had time to prepare 


for it: but by ſome PTY or miſconduct in the officer 
. of 


OP F 1014 Ls „E T.TERS. i at 


ofthe guand, they, burned the George tayern on the neck; 
and have every day fince been cannonading us from their 
linen, boch at Roxbury and Charleſtown, but with no other 
ed han the laſs of two. men. Ones raping 
ling fires from the ſmall amps about, the lines, which we 
cndeavor to reſtrain, we have made little;or oo return. WEST 
Our ſſtustion, ig the article of powder, is mych more | 
alarming than I had the moſt diſtant idea of. Having de- 
fired a return to be made out (on; my axpixal) of the ama 
nidetsl] ron ew Lond od Heap rea 
powder mentioned. as in the ſtore; but on ordering anew nev 
r 
S 

barrels of the Maſſachuſetts tore, which, with the 1 
Rhode-ldand, New-Hampſhire, and Connecticut, "makes | 
nine, thouſand nine hundred and thirty-ſeven pounds, — not 
more than. nine rounds.a man. As there had been no con- 
ſumption of powder Gpce, "ops e eee 
for ſuch a deficiency, I was very particylar in my inquiries, 
and found that the committee of ſupplies, not being ſuffi 
ciently acquainted with the nature of a.return, or miſippre- 
heading my requeſt, ſent in ap account of all the ammu- 
| Aition, which had been collected by the province ; ſa that the 
report inchded not ply what yas io hand but what had 
been ſpent. 

Upep diſcovering this miſtake, I immediately went up to 
confer with the ſpeaker of the houſe of repreſentatives, upon 
ſome meaſures. to obtain a ſupply from the neighboring | 
townſhips, in ſuch a manner as might e 
being known z 3s it js 8 ſecret of too. great coule 3 


be divulged. in the, general court, ſome individual o 8 
might, perbaps indiſcreet! fuffer it de elcape him, ſe as. 46... 
4 e conſequences of which are "a f 
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Her. T weedengt Frlargze on our muh holy ſihu- 
ſt & fufclem cet de Ladhenke⸗ f dt army üg dhe 
Aa if $oittry depends upon fornethitit, being dome 
Yr GU Fete ba Fl Kt Lat gw: 
tion yah 4 profoont! rad vw nige io 
HAR N JE and 3, T cl d alle vate of 
Mat c, i It 5 Ute provintts of Conte eur ata! 
| Wi "Hs ddt and quatitity are d&fevent from 
Pe fallen ta 40 Experiviter, and T'am: confident, 
ouſt 8 waltefof oh Expth(ive. IT any alterntion 
afely it E Niehl kinch "Tied; Gate nigh 
a Ser + ing fo wie pb: STA) wong ujols 897% 
11 
Nec n of iy any eee 
Tome ir; in fo! este h tas, by iy direetion, fetched out 
Two & 5 2 cer nes at Chirleftown und 
| 2 1 whic W e explthatiotts, wil cotivey ſome 
Tea X 1 1 provi eteptable te the 
- members or the ahr "Pos US ho. 
ao NT an e er 
MP 1. 4 2 hond 6f «dreſſing you laſt, I have beer 
Io! ya a committee of the : general court, for a detach- 
250 5 Army, to protect the inhabitants of the eaſtern 
parts of this province "from ſome apptetichded depredations 
on their coaſſs. J could have wiſhed to have complied with 
45 Jeck but, atfef due conſideration, und conſulting the 
Fg Te gether with thoſe thettibers' of Congrefs 
Be ho of here, 1 it my duty to excuſe myſelf. The 
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Ation and m atiſyeer are the inflofures, No and V. 
. Tg a approved by the honorable Congteſs. 
1 1s 1 the <rghilt ginal fof Which the inclo- 
888 py) fell 1% Fat. y hands,” A the whiter as a 
72 me, == n Bolton, a add 1 it cofitdins ſort advices 


3 3T61 1 e 
"nor m 105 SY proper to 
727 — e 85 Ne my 
Fe *Btctier 


Nvyes, 
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eee, 
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Fay Ser n ul ior 
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Roxbury, Hen 45 50 0 7 2 
Winterchill. N ou wi e 


deficiency of one Jong; ier- general (occaſioned ned b 


_ T9y's. ppt acting under 9 6 e which 


ſoon as poſſib rve the hopo k 88 
im dow favored me with REY . . = 


„ brigade-majors. I preſume they have ; or intend” to : hin a 
Daten canngt þe unge gun 1 7 5 
fary.to vach b rig le ; and, 5 A e e il 
an ofie of great dun and ſervice 
ohen Gagrdos pr jen ng paſs 0h 

Abo land in, number elſea every day. The lerms On 
8 as to money, cif Rs, and prg- 
1 7 correſpond with Mr. Noyes's der. 
Me have ſexeral Fręrt 2 1 ral Gage is Lu 
VVV 
ut, upon A repro r Mai 4pcounts afe 5 aneh, 
W certain the truth el! It, * e 

On the firſt inſtant, a chief of the Ca glinewaga tride, t | 
War ere ms wo 230 e E. e e 
panied by a colonel Cohe ols. is Accounts « of the 
temper ag iſ 1 tf 25 very, fgvora rable. 
He ſays they, — a4 be n fir olicited hy oyernor —.— 
19. agg agal * wa his ** 2 averle ;— 
\hyeats, as 135,8 1 , haye-been u &d Sol N 
That, the Canadians af well-di 1 q tot to the Eg 


their 1 L ſtance. have endp 
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wks to eultivate them on bis return. What I have : faid, 
I enforced with a preſent, which I underſtood would be 
agreeable to him : and as he is repreſented to be a man of | 
weight and conſequence in. bis own tribe, I flatter myſelf his 
viſit will have a good effect. His accounts of general Carle. 
ton's force and ſituation, at St. John's correſpond with what 


we have already had from that quarter. © er A UE n 


The acceſſion of Georgia to the meaſures of the Congreſs | 
is 2 happy event, and myſt give e fincere pleaſure es every 
friend of America. Mi 

Au 5. ——We have accounts this morning of two ex- N 
plaoſions at the caſtle; ſo that its deſtruction may now be 
fuppoſed certain, 

I have this morning been alarmed with an information 
that two gentlemen from "Philadelphia (Mr. Hitchbourn and 
captain White), with letters for general Lee and myſelf, 
have been taken by captain Ayſcough at Rhode-Iſland, the 
letters intercepted and ſent forward to Boſton, —with the 
bearers, as priſoners ; that the captain exulted much in the 
Aſcoveries he had made: and my informer (who wüs alſo 
in the boat, but releaſed) underſtood them to be letters of 
conſequence. I have therefore diſpatched the expreſs imme- 
diately back, though I had before reſolved tu detain him till 
Feſſenden's. return, I ſhall be anxious till I am relieved 
from the ſuſpenſe Iam in, as to the contents of thoſe 
Netters, 

It is exceedingly unfortunate that gentleinen ſhould chuſe 
1 the only road on which there is danger. Let the 
Ee e will ſerve as a general 

eaution againſt truſting-any letters that way in future. | 
© Nading of pk. has, occurred in cxwp theſe two 
The itants. af Boſton continue coming out at 
'a new reſtriction, that po men ſhall come 


A ſpecial licence, which i is refuſed to all mechanics, 


Hnce the tory Jaborers we 
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"the honor. to be, de. „ 
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eſting advices, either reſpecting a ſupply of powder, or the 


clothing lately taken at Philadelphia. I therefore took 
liberty of breaking the ſeal, VET e en g 
my motives will apologiſe. 
* 8 
probably be of the firſt buſineſs of the honorable Coigreſs, I 


Hatter myſelf it will not be. deemed aſſuming, to mention the 


names of two gentlemen,” whoſe former ſervices, rank and 
age, may be thought worthy of attention on this occaſion. 
The former is colonel John Armſirong, of Pennſylvadia: 
he ſerved during the laſt war, in moſt of the campaigus tb 
the ſouthward ; was honored with the command of the Penn- 
ſylvania forces, and his general military conduct and ſpirit 
much approved by all who ſerved with him: beſides which, 
his chafucter was diſtinguiſhed by an enterpriſe againſt the 
Indians, which he planned with great judgment, and executed 
with equal courage and ſucceſs. It was not till lately that 
I had reaſon to believe he would enter again on public ſer- 
vice; and it is now wholly unſolicited and unknown'on his 
part. The other gentleman is colonel Fry, of Maſſachnſetts- 


Bay. He entered into the fervice as early as 1745, and roſe 
through the different military ranks, in the ſucceeding wart, 


to that of colonel, until laſt June, when he was appointed 2 
major · general by the Congreſs of this province. From theſe 
circumſtances, together with the favorable report made to me 
of him, I preſume he ſuſtained the character of · a good of- 


ficer, e OR TREAT. 
" ſetvice. ' | 
3 * | | Fr 


3 | 


* 


a bombardment, which: has been [ſince kept up Wich little 
pirit on their · part. or damage on guts. The work having 
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Either of theſe gentlemen, or any other whom the honor- 
dle Oongreſ” Mall pleaſe to favor wich this\dppoiugnent, 
will be — 220: mee re- 
ſpect. te: 
- "The late adjournment having made it :mpradticable to 
know the pleaſure of the Congreſs as to the appointimegit of 


brigade-majors, beyond the number of three which they 


ere pleaſed 40 leave to mern the ſexxice not admitting. of 


farther. delay, 4. haye continued. he other three; which 1 


Rupe the ir honars: will not diſapprove Theſe latter erg ge- 


by abe teſpeRive. cotps to whigh-they. balaug, 


1 {1 propereſt perſons for thefe Sffices until faxthes diree- 


Paints have. diſcharged. the. duty ever ſince. They,are 
the een Rox, Scammel,.and-Sumpyd: Wehe. 
Laſt ſatumay night we toak poſſeſſion of g hill confides- 
ably advanced beyond: our former lines; which brought on 
2 very heavy cannonade from: Bunber's hill, and after wards 


hoen continued ever ſinge, i; no ſo advanced, and the men 
iſo well covered, as to leave us under no apprehenfiqns of 
much ſarther loſs. In this affair, we had deilled one. adiu- 


tant, one volunteer, and two ꝓrivates. The ſcaxcity. af am- 


munition does not admit of our availing ourſelyes of the ſitua- 
tion, as we / otherwiſe might do: but this evil, I hape, wall 
of a large quantity at New-Y ark, ſome at New. London, 
and mote hourly expected at different placas. I need nat 
dd to What I have: already ſaid on this ſubjegt. uf late 
ſupply. was very ſeaſonable, but ſar ſhort of our nocaſſitics. 

fue late adjournment of the {honorable Congreſs, hay og 


Sen made bete my letter of. ihe foprigenth jnſtant as fe- 
vcivoch Lanvſt nawibeg;leaveto gecall their attention io thele 


-partwof it / vhieh reſpect dhe proviſion ſor che winter, dhe 75- 
uuction of the, ern ble Senf vader different 


eſtabliſhments, and colonel 2 5 appointment of Maior- 
+a; T FIR: 
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r 
mands as ſoon as pollable. N 

{ The ial bas Gent, haze 
his ſervice, Which I have the honor to. inclgſe {N? 1) 5 and 
well as his regular ſervice and attendance, I am induced to 


recommend him to the farther notice of the honorable Con- 


geb. 


The treatment of our F officers, priſoners at Boſton, induced 
me to write to general Gage on that fubject. His anſwer 
and my reply I have the honor to lay before the Congreſs, in 
een OE GTRCT 
from Him. 

" Tremain, with he greazſt reſpeRt and regard, Kc: GW. 


7 the „ Mota PzTer VanBrUGH LiymWosToON, BY 
95S. er of ood F Convention; en York," 


su. | Gump ar Cambridge, Ale. 30, 1758 
. * Mx. Livingſton and ſome other gentlemen 
from your city brought us the acceptable news of the ſafe 
arrival of L large quantity of powder, and five hundred ſtand 
of arms. Dur ſituation i is ſuch as requires your immediate 
aſſiſtance and ſupply in that article; We have lately taken 
0c fon of a hill conſiderably advanced towards the enemy; 
a our poverty preyents our ayailing ourfclves of any advan- 
tage of ſituation. I mult therefore moſt earneſtly entreat 
that meaſures may be taken to forward to this camp, in the 
moſt ſafe and expeditious manner, whatever ammunition can 
de ſpared from the immediate and neceſſary defence of the 
province. The value of whatever may be ſent in conſe- 


quehte of this requeſt" will be pald by order from hehce 
when dchverad, vn negotiated with: the honorable continental | 


anger at Pliladalybia;cae maxi Lich the : 
tors. * , „ 
. 


* 
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ſuch difficulties, as our ſituation is ſo critical, and the ele 
gence ſo great. The mode of conveyanee I muſt leave with | 


the' provincial Congreſs, or the committee of the city; I 
doubt not they will take every precaution to make it ſafe' and 


eee W. 
. 4 | „ 2:5 26 fw. * 
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„ ooplier 1h cs Camp at Cambridge, Sept. 7, 1778 


43 Fry - DO myſelf the honor of addrefling you in conſe- 
quence of an application from the commiſſary- general, who 
is, by my direction, taking all proper precautions on the ap- 
proach of winter. 1 deſired him to commit to writing ſuch 
propoſals as his experience and knowledge of the country 
might entitle him to make; which he has.done in the paper 
which J have the honor to incloſe. The difficulty of pro- 

curing a ſufficient quantity of ſalt, which I objeCted to him, 
he hag fully obviated, by aſſuring me that, there js ſo much 
now actually in ſtore, in this and the neighboring towns, as 
will remove all poſſibility of a diſagpointment. 149 
I propoſe to do myſelf the honor of wiiting, in a few days, 
fully and particularly on ſeveral heads, to which I muſt now 
reſer. In the mean time, I have only to inform the honor- 
able Congreſs, that I have received a {mall ſupply of ſeven 
thouſand pounds of powder this week from Rhode-Ifland, 
and in a few days expect ſeven tons 'of lead, and five hun- 

dred ſtand of arms, a par} of the ſame importation ; 'and 10 
requeſt that more money may be ' forwarded with all expedir 
tion, the military cheſt being nearly exhauſted. 1 
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8. am, with the greateſt reſpect, Nec, G. W. 
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I HAVE bees in daily expeCtazion- of being favored 
with the commands ef the honorable:Congreſs, on the ſub- 


7 of my two laſt letters. Tue foaſon-now advahces fa 
| - faſt, 
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_ faſt; that I cannot any longer defer laying before them fuch 
farther meaſures as require their Mr ee 
which IN wait their direction. es line nundo $7. of 
The mode i in whichtbe'preſent ee colleied 
OUR EINE nnn war: 
Rr 
under their ſeveral provincial eſtabliſnments. It is in vain to 

attempt to reaſon away che prejudices of 1 Whole army: 
4 have therefore forbore preſſing them, as I did nut 
experience-any ſuch inconvenience from tlieir adherence to 
their former rules, as would warrant the riſk. of entering into 
a conteſt upon it; more eſpecially as the reſtraints, teeeffary 
for the-eſtabliſhment of eſſential diſcipline and ſubordination, 
indiſpoſed their minds to every change, and made it both 
duty and policy to introduce as little, novelty as poſſible, 
Wich the preſent army, I fear ſuch a ſubſcription is We 
cable ; but the difficulty will ceaſe with this army. 

The Connecticut and Nhode-Iſland troops ſtand r 
to the firſt of December only; and none longer than the firſt 
of January. A diſſolution of the preſent army therefore vill 
take place, unleſs ſome early proviſion is made againſt ſuch 
an event. Moſt of the general officers, are of opinion the 
greater part of them may be re-ealiſted, for the winter, or 
another campaign, with the indulgence of a furlough to viſit 

their friends, which may be regulated ſo as not to endanger 
the ſervice. How far it may be proper to form the new 
army entirely out of the old, for another campaign, rather 
chan from the contivgents of the ſeveral provinces, is a queſ- 
tion which involves in it too many conſiderations of policy 
and prudence, for me to undertake to decide. It appears to 
be impoſſible to draw it from any other ſource than the old 
army, for this winter; and, as the pay is ample, I hope a 
ſuſſicient number will engage m. the: ſervice. for that time at 
leaſt. But there are various opinions of the temper of the 

== men 
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men on the ſubject 6 there may ee ee 
W A ee e 00 it pot g D rat 
' In the continental eſtabliſhment: pet ns las bden 
tndde for the pay of artificers, diſtinct from that of the r hm- 
and particular artiſats, more. The pay bf the artillery alſo 
how differs from that of the province; the men have loſt, 
the officers bre; and; fot ſome ranks; no proviſion is mide; 
as the Congreſs will pleaſe to obſerve by the liſt which 1 
have the honor to incloſe (Ne 1). Theſe particulats, hobgh 
feemingly incomſiderable, are the ſourue of much-comiplaint 
and diſſatisfaction, which I — to an beſt 
| manner I am able. | [1004 311007 £ 
By the returns of Re rite a . dat batulliom, 
tiey appear to eteed their eſtabliſhment very corifiderably. 
F doubt my authority to pay theſe extra men without the 
direction of the Congteſs: bat it would be deemed à great 
hardſhip, whollyto deln them, __ have been Nu Ak 
to come. f * ML 
The neceſſities ae ning . pay, Tate 
. ed that thoſe of the Maſſachuſetts thould receive ſor one 
month, upon their being muſtered, and returning « propet 
roll: but a claim was immediately made for pay by lunar 
months ; and ſeveral regiments have deolined taking up dir 
- warrants on this account. As this practice was entirely. new 
to me, though ſaid to be warranted by former -uſage, here 
the matter now waits the determination of the honorable 
Congreſs. I find, in Connecticut and Rhode-Iſland, this 
point was ſetiled by calendar months: in Maſſachuſetti, 
though mentioned in the Congreſs, it was left undeterinined; 
which is alſo the caſe of New-Hampſhirmee. 
he incloſure, No 2, is a petition from the ſubalterta, re- 
ſpecting their pay. Where there are only two of theſe in 
a company, I have conſidered one as an enſign, and ordered 
him pay as ſuch; as in the — ET I muſt beg 
leave 
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ulla Wewtzlees table 18" Fipport Me chütaekef ufd up: 


Peranee of officers, VE" at ifo ed) Weill retire 26 fpott a 
00 Wir Ur left W. Sec 78 there is nc aftefütdü. 
Fu the better regni en A I Funck It neteffary td 
ſettle the rai of the offers! hd th number the fegimelits; 
and ub bad not received the Cbmmands of the Congreſ on 


che ibſee, uud che exigentck b the fervice' forbade diy tl 


ther delay, the general oMicery were confilcred ab having ti 
< ati Alteratlon, which, underſtand; is not pleafing 
to As 86 Mt, buf appeared to me and REFS to be proper; 


bett t Wis conGdetdl, unit; by hid ineatts] the s 
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# pot bpoh one footing, uud 8 attach 


b i eh 0h or og tt Boe t donn to yew 


Ambug many othet ry Made which the need r 
Winter Will demand, that 6f-dothing appears" te be öde of 
the mat important. So fat as regards the preſervation of the 
gemy from told, they may be deemed in à ſtute of nakedncſs; 
Mitty bf the men have been without blankets the whole 
eampuign: and thoſe,” which have been ih uſe during the 
ſumtner; ure ſo much worn as to be of little ſervice.” In 
ordet to make à ſuitable proviſion in theſe articles, and ut 


the fame time to guard the public againſt impoſition and 


expertiſe, it ſeems netefary to determine the mode of con- 
tinuing the army: for, mould theſe troops be clothed under 
their preſent engagement, and, at the expiration of the term 
of fervice, decline renewing it, a fet of he ep rd "ly 
be! ſent to fupply their places. 4 


I cannot ſuppoſe it to be unknown to the hondradle Cob. 


s, that, in all armies, it is an eſtabliſhed practice to make 
an allowance to officers, of proviſions and forage, propor-“ 
Hohafe to theif rank. As ſuch an allowance formed i 


part 


- 
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. 
to. iſſue the orders, for that purpoſe i but, as it is a received 
opinion of ſuch members of the as 1 have had an 
opportunity of conſulting, as todos oe army; 
| that it muſt be deemed a mattet of epu,¶jſ and implied in the 
| eſtabliſhment of the army, I have.direQted the following pro- 
portion of rations, being the ſame allowed in the American 


rn Of: ——major-genetal,. fifteen ; 9 


eee, 


four ; And three ; ſubgltern, two; ſtaff, two: _ 
I theſe ſhould not be approved by the honorable. Congreſs, 
| they. will pleaſe, to ſignify their pleaſure, as to the e 
they would have made in the whole or in part. 
I am now to inform the honorable Congreſs, een 
raged by the repested declarations of the Canadians and In- 
dians, and urged by their 'requeſts; I have detached colonel 
Arnold with a thouſand men, to penetrate into Canada by 
way of Kennebeck rivet, and, if poſſible, to make himſelf maſs 
ter of Quebec. By this manceuyre, I propoſedeither to divert 
Carleton from St. John's, which would leave a free paſſage to 
general Schuyler or, if this did not take effect, Quebec, 
in its preſent defenceleſs ſtate, muſt fall into his hands an 
_ eaſy prey. I made all poſſible inquiry, as to the diſtance, 
the ſafety of the route, and the danger of the ſeaſon being too 
far advanced; but found nothing in either, to deter me from 
proceeding, more eſpecially as it met with very general ap- 
probation from all whom I conſulted upon it. But, that 
nothing might be omitted, to enable me to judge of its pro- 
priety and probable conſequences, I communicated it by ex- 
preſs to general Schuyler, who approved of it in ſuch terms, 
thatTreſolvedto put it in immediate execution. They have now 
left this place ſeven days; and, if fayored with a good, wind, 
I hope ſoon to hear of their being ſafe i in Kennebeck river. 
For the ſatisfaction of the Congreſs, I here incloſe a copy of 
the propoſed route (No 3). I alſo do myſelf the honor of 


inclofing a manifeſto, which I cauſed to be printed bere, and 
= 


+ 
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bf Phich colonel Arnold bas taken a ſuitable pumber with 
him, This is the incloſure, Ne 4. I have alſo. forwarded. 


a. COPY. of his inſtructions (Ne 5):—from all which, I hope; 
the Congrels will have a clear view of the motives, plan, and 


intended .exegution of this enterpriſe, and chat I hall be 


ſo happy as to meet with their approbation in, it. [7 
I was the more induced, to make this detachment, av itn, 
my clear, opinion, from a careful obſervation of the move- 
ments of the enemy, corroborated by all the intelligence we 
receive. by deſerters and others, (of the former of whom we 
have ſome every day) that the enemy have no intention to 
come out, until they are reinforced. They have been wholly. 
employed for ſome time paſt i in procuring materials for bars 
racks, fuel, and making other preparations for winter. Theſe 
circumſtances, with the conſtant additions. to their works 


which are apparently defenſive, have led to the above con- 


cluſion, and enabled me to ſpare this body of men where 1 
hope they will be. uſefully and ſucceſsfully employed. 19 
ſtate of inactivity, in which this army has lain for 
ſome time, by no means correſponds with my wiſhes, by. 
ſome deciſive ſtroke to relieve my country from the heavy. 
expenſe its ſubſiſtence muſt create. After frequently recon · 
noitring the ſituation of the enemy in che town of Boſton, 


collecting all poſlible intelligence, and digeſting the whole, a 


ſurpriſe did not appear to me wholly impracticable, though 
harardous. I communicated it to the general officers ſome 


days before 1 called them to a council, that they might be 
prepared with their opinions. The reſult I have the honor 
of incloſing (Ne 6). I cannot ſay that I have wholly laid it 
aſide: but new events may occaſion new meaſures. Of 
this I hope the honorable Congreſs can need, no aſſurance, 
that there is not a man in America who more earneſtly 


wiſhes ſuch a termination of the campaign, Nn. 


army no longer neceſſary. 
The ſeaſon advances x" faſt, that f have given ordety to 
prepare barracks aud other accommodations for the winter. 
Vol. I. p D a Tha 
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T great ſcarcity of toro cloth in this country, a Will 


tötally diſappoiht us in ouf expectationd of procuring hunt- 
ingthirts. Gbvernof Cooke informs me; few br none are 
to be Had in Rh6de-HMand ; and governor Trumbbll gives me 


Itle eneburagetbem to expect matry from Connecticut. 


I have filled up tht office of quarter: maſter- general which 
the Congreſs was pleafed to leave to me, by the appointment 
of major Mifin, which 1 HOYT and believe will be univer- 
ſally acceptable. 

It gives me great pain to be obliged tb Cuck die heath 
of the honorable Congreſs to the ſtate of this army, in terms 
which imply the ſlighteſt apprelienſion of being neglected. 


Bot iny fituatioh is inexpreſſibly diltrefling, t6 feb the wititer | 


falt approaching upon a naked army; the time 6f their ſer- 
vice withih a few weeks of expiring ; and no provitien yet 


made for fuch important events. Added to theſe, the mili- 


cry cheſt is totally cchauſted: the paymaſter has not à fin- 


Deng 


gle dollar in hand: the commiſſury-general aſſures nie he has 


ſtHided his eredit; for the fubliſtence of the atmy, to the ut- 
mat. The üafter-maſter-general is preciſely in the. fame 


\Kbation ; and the gfeater part of the troops are in a ſtate 
ar far from mitiny, upon the deduction from their ftated 


Allo wance. I know not to Whom I am to impute this fal- 
wre: bit J am of opinion, if the evil is not immediately 


remedied, and more punctuality obſetved in futiite, the army 
muſt abſolutely break up. T'hoped Thad ſo fully Expreſſed 
AyKIF 6h tis {abject (both by letter, and to thoſe members 
of the Congreſs who honored the camp with a viſit), that no 


"diſappointment could poſſibly happen: I therefote Hourly 


expected advice from the paymaſter that he had tecelved 


- afreſh ſupply; in addition to the hündred and ſeventy- 


wo thoufand dollars delivered him in Auguſt; and 
fiGught myſelf warranted to aſfure the public creditors that 
in a few days they ſhould be ſatisfied. But the delay has 
brought matters to ſuch a criſis, as admits of no fartlier un- 
certain expeAution. I have thetefore ſent off this expreſs, 
* '2 with 


* 
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_ with orders to make all poffible diſpatch. It is my moſt 


earneſt yequeſt that he may be returned with all poſſible ex- 
edition, unleſs. the honorable — r for- 


' warded what is ſo jndiſpenſably necellary. | 
| Peer. 5. A Tas; G. W. 


: 1. f * , 
* 2 3 i $7 - 
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TOY go — Be 9 794 
"THE reverend Mr. Kirkland, the beater of this, hay: 


8 introduced to the honorable Congreſs, can necd ti6 


particular recommendation from me. But as he now wiſhes 
to have the affairs of his miſſion and public employ put upon 
ſome ſuitable footing, I cannot but intimate my ſenſe of the 

importance of his ſtation, and the great advantages which 
have and may reſult to the United Colonics, from his fitua- 


All accounts agree that PETR of the favorable diſpoſition, 
ſhewn by the Indians, may de aſcribed to his labor and in- 
fluence. "He has a&ottipanicd a chief of the Oneidas to this 
camp, which I have endeavored to make agreeable to him, 
both by civility and ſome ſmall prefents. Mr. Kirkland be- 
ing alſo in ſome neceſſity for money to bear his ve, 1, 
charges and other expenſes, T have ſupplie® lum width any 
two pounds lawful money. 

I cannot but congratulate the honorable Congreſs on * 
happy temper of the Canadians and Indians, our accounts of 
which are now fully confirmed by ſome intercepted letters 
from officers in Canada, to general Gage and others in Boſs , 
ton, which were found on board the veſſel lately taken, 
going into Boſton with a donation of cattle and GTO 
provifions for the miniſterial army. 

 Thave tlie honor to be, &c. 55 GW, 
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wei e Cem at Cambridge, Od. 5 1775. 
1 e with your favor of the twenty-fuxth 
A be the night ifoeeitaN; and a meeting of the gene- 
ral officers having been called upon a baſmeſs which will make 
a conſiderable part of this letter, I took the opportunity of lay- 
ing before them thoſe parts of yours which reſpect the con- 
tinuance and new- modelling of the army, the fuel, clothing, 
and other preparations for the enſuing winter. ; They have 
taken two or three days to_confider ; and, as ſoon as I am 
poſſeſſed of their opinions, I ſhall loſe no time in tranſmitting 
the reſult, not only on the above ſubjects, but the number of 
troops neceſſary to be kept up. 
I T have alſo directed the commiſſary-general * the quar- 
ter-maſter-general to prepare eſtimates of che expenſe of 
their departments for a certain given number of men, from 
which a judgment may be made, hen the number ol men 
to be kept in pay is determined: — all which I hall do my- 
ſelf. che eee the Congrels as FP as they 
are ready. 

T have. — a ainful though a — duty to | perform, 
reſpecting Dr. Church, director- general of the hoſpital. 
About a week ago, Mr. ſecretary Ward of Providence ſent 
up to me one Wainwood, an inhabitant of Newport, with a 
letter directed to major Cane in Boſton, i in [occult] charac- 
ters, which he ſaid had been left with Wainwood ſome time 
ago, by a woman who was kept by Dr. Church. She Had 
before preſſed Wainwood to take her to captain Wallace, 
Mr. Dudley the collector, or George Rome; which he de- 
clined. She then gave him the letter, with a ſtrict charge 
to deliver it to either of thoſe gentlemen. He, ſuſpecting 
ſome improper correſpondence, kept the letter, and aſter 
ſome time opened it; but, not being able to read it, nid! it up, 
where it remained until he received an obſcure letter from 
the woman, expreſſing an anxiety after the original letter. 


* 22 communicated * whole matter to Mr. Ward, who 
ſent 


AL «1 


r * * 


e e 


So eee 
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| ſent him up wich the papers to me. I immediately ſecured 


the woman : but for a long time ſhe was proof againſt every 
threat and perſuaſion to diſcover the author. However, at 
length ſhe was brought to a conſeſſion, and named Dr. 
Church. I then immediately ſecured him and all his papers. 
Upon his firſt examination, he readily acknowledged the let- 
ter, ſaid it was deſigned for his brother Fleming, and, when 
deciphered, would be found to contain nothing criminal. 
He acknowledged his never having communicated the cor- 
reſpondence to any perſon here but the girl, and made many 
proteſtations of the purity" of his intentions. Having found 
a perſon capable of deciphering” the letter, I in the mean 
time had all his papers ſearched, but found nothing criminal 
among them: but it appeared on inquiry, that a confidant 
had been among the papers before my meſſenger arrived. 
I chen called the general officers together for their advice, 
the reſult of which you will find in the incloſure, No x, 
The deciphered letter is the inclofure,'N®'2, The army and 
country are exceedingly irritated : and upon a free diſcuſſion 
of the nature, circumſtances, and conſequence of this matter, 
it has been unanimouſly agreed to lay it before the honorable 
Congreſs for their ſpecial advice and direction; at the ſame 
time fuggeſting to their conſideration, whether-an alteration 
of the twenty-cighth article of war may not be neceſſary. 
As ſhall reſerve all farther remarks upon the ſtate of the 

army till my next, I ſhall now beg leave to requeſt the de- 
termination of Congreſs, as to the property and diſpoſal of 
ſuch veſſels and cargoes as are deſigned for the ſupply of the 
enemy, and may fall into our hands. There has been an event 
of this kind at Portſmouth (as by the incloſure, No 3), in 
which I have directed the cargo to be brought hither for the 
vſe of the army, reſerving the * eue 
capture to the deciſion of Congreſs. 

a . ke projet} | 
has been confiſcated by the'enemy, 1 would humbly fuggeſt 
een * en 
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1 ſuch captures . che relirf of thoſe 
fufferers, after compenſating any expenſe of the captors, and 
for their activity and ſpirit. I am the more induced to re- 
_ queſt this determination may be ſpeedy, as 1 have directed 
three veſſels to be equipped in order to cut off tlie ſupplies ;. 
and, from the number of veſſels hourly arriving, it may dacome 
an object of ſome importance. In the diſpoſal of theſe cap» 
tures, for the encouragement of the officers and men, I have 
allowed them one-third of the cargoes, except military ſtores, 
which, with the veſſels, are to be reſerved for the public uſe. 
L hoge my plan, e. well as d onvontien, will be d 
with-the approbation of Congreſs. _ *_ 
One Mr. id, nn-jnrelligentqerſon, cqme out of Boſtva-on 
the third inſtant, and gives us the following advices ;—that a 
fleet, conſiſting of a ſixty-four, and twenty-gun ſhip, two 
; Nloops of eighteen guns, and two tranſports with {ix hundred 
men, were to {ail from Boſton as yeſterday ; that they took 
on board two menars, four howitzers, and other artillery 
calculated for the . bombardment of à town ;—their deſti- 
nation Was kept a profound ſecret :—that an expreſs ſloop 
of war, which lait the eighth Auguſt, arrived four 
days ago that gentral Gage is recalled, and laſt ſunday re- 
Ggned his command to general Howe ;—that lord Percy, 
colonel Smith, and other officers who were at Lexington, 
are ordered home with Gage hat ſix ſhips of the line 
and two putters were coming aut under fir Peter Dennis 
that five! regiments. and a thouſand marines are ordered 
out, and may be expected in three or four weeks: no pro- 
ſpe of accommodation: but ann a to 
puſh the war to he utmoſt. 


„ eee | 


copy of his letter and an incloſure, N? and g. I am happy 

in finding he meets with no diſcouragement.— The claim of 

the rifle officers, to be independent of all che ſuperior, officers 

except colonel;Arnald, is without any countenance or autho- 

fem MIT i oct my 10 diſpatch _ 
col 


ore LEDEBBS 9 
coentlbrncd prdcappin Morwp—The rappin o belye 
from Quebec for Boſton informs me that there is no ſuſpi- 
cion of any ſuch expedition; and that, if Carleton is not drove 
from 8, John's, (o as f be obliged to throw himſelf into 
Quebec, it muſt fall into our hands, as it is leſt without a re- 
gular ſoldier, and many of the inhabitants are moſt favorably = 
diſpoſed to the American cauſe ;—and that there is the argon 
Lack of ammunition ever collected in America. 

In the above veſſel ſome letters were alſo found, from an 
officer at Quebec, to general Gage and major Sheriff at Boſ- 
ton, containing ſuch an account of the temper of the Cana- 
dians, as cannot but afford the higheſt ſatisfaction. I have 
thought it beſt to forward them; they are the incloſures, 


Ns 6 and 7. | 
neee, te | G. W. 
Sin, SY Camp al Cambridge, 08. 12, 1715- 


| I AM honored with your ſeveral favors. of the twen- 
ty-ſixth and thirtieth September, and fifth October, the con- 
— ＋ which I ſhall beg leave n in e | 
| lacs the Grefticn eee 
ral officers on the beſt mode of continuing and providing for 
the army during the winter, I had deſired them to turn their 
thoughts upon theſe ſubjects, and to favor me with the reſult, 
by a particular day, in writing. In this interval, the ap- 
pointment of Dr. Franklin, Mr. Lynch, and colonel Harri- 
ſon, was communicated.—an event, which has given me che 
higheſt ſatisfaction, as the ſubject was too weighty and com- 
plex for a diſcuſſion by letter. This appointment made any 
coneluſi on here unneceſſary, as it is not probable any ſuch 
artangement would be agreed on, as.wauld not be altered in 
ſome reſpects, upon à full and free conference. This good 
ie l dil: om the ſtep de ue hat every pie 
=—_ D 4 — will 
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vun re prepaed to give his eee, upoti theſe Important 
uber. 

The eſtimates of the commiſſary and quarter. maſter- ge- 
neral I have now neuen. Tube is 5 * 

: the other, N* &. 

Wich reſpect to the reduction of the pay of the men, 
which may enter into the conſideration of their ſupport, it is 

the unanimous opinlon of the general officers, that it cannot 

"be touched with ſafety at preſent, *® * **' 

| Upon the preſumption of there being a vacancy in the di- 

rection of the hoſpital, lieutenant-colonel Hand, formerly 

a ſurgeon in the eighteenth regiment, or royal Triſh, and Dr. 

Fleoſter, late of Charleſtown, and one of the furgeons of the 
hoſpital under Dr, Church, are candidates for that office. I 

do not pretend to be acquainted with their reſpective merits, 
and therefore have given them no farther expectation, than 
that they ſhould be mentioned as candidates for the depart- 

ment. I therefore need only to add upon this ſubject, that the 
affairs of the hoſpital require that the appointment en 
| p... made as ſoon as poſſible, 

Before T was honored with your favor of the fifth inſtant I 
had given orders for the equipment of ſome armed veſſels, to 
intercept the enemy's ſupplies of provifions and ammunition. 

One of them was on a cruiſe between Cape Anne and Cape 
Cod, when the expreſs arrived. The others will be fit for 
the ſea in a few days, under the command of officers of the 
continental army, who are well recommended, as perſons ac- 
quainted with the fea, and capable of ſuch a ſervice. Tw O 

of theſe will be immediately diſpatched on this duty; and 
every particular, mentioned in Prove ae le inſtant, 

, erally complied with. 

phat the hondrab may have a more complete 

idea of the plan on v 8 

claſe a copy af the nſtrotious given to the captains now 

15 (Ne 4). Te, wn the additional inſtruQtion/direQed, 
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«will be given to the captains who go into the mouth of 
gt. Laurence's river. As both officers and men moſt cheer- 
fully engage in the ſervice on the terms mentioned in theſe 
inſtructions, I fear that che propoſed increaſe will create 
ſome difficulty, by making a difference between men engag- 


ed on fimilarTervice. I have therefore not yet communi- 


"cited this part of the plan, but reſerved an extra bounty as 2 
reward for extraordinary activity. There are no armed 
veſſels" in this province; and governor Cooke informs me 
the enterpriſe can receive no affiſtance from him, as one of 
the armed veſſels of Rhode-Iſland is on a long cruiſe,” and 
the other unfit for the ſervice. Nothing ſhall be omitted, to 
-ſecure ſucceſs. A fortunate capture of an ordnance ſhip 
would give new life to the camp, a and an —— 
the iſſue of this campaign, " 

Our laſt accounts from colonel Arnold are very favorable: 
he was proceeding with all expedition; and I flatter myſelf 
(making all allowances) he will be at Quebec the twentieth 
inſtant, where a gentleman from Canada (Mr.“ ) af. 
ſures me he will meet with no reſiſtance. > 
Ins che quarter-maſter's eſtimate, there are ſome articles 
omitted, of which he informs me he cannot pretend to fur- 
niſh a computation, — ſuch as cartage, tools, &c, 2 
ſome general allowance muſt be made. ; 

From the various accounts received from Europe, Fog 
may be reaſon to expect troops will be landed at New- 
York, or ſome other middle colony. I ſhould be. glad to 
know the pleaſure of the Congreſs, whether, upon ſuch an 
event, it would be expected that a part of this army ſhould 
be- detached, or- the interna] force of ſuch colony and its 
neighborhood be deemed ſufficient ; or whether, in ſuch 
caſe, I am to wait the particular direction of Congreſs. 


The fleet, mentioned in my laſt, has been ſeen ſtanding 


N. N. E; ſo that we apprehend it is intended for ſome 

part of this FONG or e May _— 
* 4 
. The 
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The lateſt and beſt accounts we have from the enemy, 
are, that they are engaged in their new work acroſs the 
ſouth end of Boſton, preparing their barracks, &c, fof win- 
ter that it is propoſed to keep from five hundred to a 
thouſand men on Bunker's hill all winter, who are to be re- 
lieved once a week; - the reſt to be drawn ind Boſton,  . 
A perſon who has lately been a ſervant to major Conolly 
la tool of lord Dunmore's) has given an account of a ſcheme 
to diſtreſs the ſouthern provinces, which appeared to me of 
ſuſſieient conſequence to be immediately tranſmitted. I have 
eee 
it, No 5. 
- The new levies from Grating b marks 
to camp, and are a body of as good troops as any we have: 
ſo that we have now the ſame ſti#ngth, as before . 
ment made under colonel Arngld. + - 
2 ] am, with the moſt reſpectful ſentiments 3 
Congreſs, and yourſelf, fir, your moſt abedient, &c. G. W. 


Sin, Camp at Cambridge, Ol. 24. 17 5 


| MY conjecture of the deſtination of the late qua- 

dron from Boſton, in my laſt, has been unhappily verified hy 
an outrage, exceeding, in barbarity and crvelty, every hoſ- 
tile act practiſed among civiliſed nations. I have incloſed 
the account given me by Mr. Jones, a gentleman of the 
town of Falmouth, of the deſtruction of that uicreaſing and 
flouriſhing village. He is a very great ſufferer, and informs 
me that the time allowed for the removal of effects was ſo 
ſmall, that valuable property of all kinds, and to a great 
amount, has been deſtroyed. The orders ſhewn by the cap- 
tain for this horrid - procedure (by which it appears the ſame 
deſolation is meditated upon all the towns on the. coaſt) 
made it my duty to communicate it as quickly and exten- 
ſively as poſſible. As Portſmouth , was the next place to 
which he propoſed to go, general Sullivan was permitted to 
1 g0 


8 
* 
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e and give them lis afifiance/ and advie>/t9 wand of 


the blow 1 flatter myſelf the like event will not happen 
e 
f eſſel has arrived at à place called Sheepſcot, with fi ſteen 


| hundred pounds of powder. 


| The geatlemen of the Congreſs have early fnifbed thai 
buſineſs ; but as they write by this opportunity, I muſt beg 
leave to refer you to their letter, for what concerns their 
We have had no occurrence of any conſequence in the 
camp ſince I had the honor of addreſſing you laſt ; but ex- 
pect every hour to hear that Newport 2 


of unhappy Falmouth, 
I have the honor to be, &c. | ; G. W. 
| _ off ac ! 
Six, | Camp at Cambridge, Octob. 30, 1775. 


| THE information, which the gentlemen who have 

lately gone from hence can give the Congreſs, of the ſtate 
and ſituation of the army, would have made a letter un- 
neceſſary, if I did not ſuppoſe there would be ſome anxiety 
1 
enliſtment, 

Agreeable to the advice of thoſe gentlemen, dey own 
opinion, I immediately began by direCting all ſuch officers 
as propoſed to continue, to ſignify their intentions as ſoon. as 
poſſible. A great number of the returns are come in, from 


which I find that a very great proportion of the officers 
of the rank of captains, and under, will retire ;— from pre- 


ſent appearances, I may ſay, half, —but at leaſt, one- third- 
It is with ſome concern alſo that I obſerve, that many of the 
officers-who retire, diſcourage the continuance of the, men, 
and, I. gar, will communicate the infection to them. Some 
have adviſed that thoſe officers who decline the ſervice 
ſhould; be immediately diſmiſſed : but this would be. very 


dangerous and inconvenient, I confeſs I 1 


upon 


" 
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vpon the ſubject/ though I ſtill hope the pay and terme are 
ſo advantageous, that intereſt, and, I hope alſo, a. regaid to 
their country, will retain a greater proportion of the privates 
can their offfcers. In ſo important a matter, I ſhall eſteem 
| it my indiſpenſable duty, not only to act with all poſſible 
prudence, n — ey uote 
| my aue 

A ſupply offctothing, equal to our ee ond 
greatly contribute to the encouragement and ſatisfaction of 
the men. In every point of view, it is fo important, that I 
„ eee e nenn ne 


ticulag manner. 
A ſergeant has juſt come in from Bunker's hill, but bring 


no important news. | 
I have th@honar to be, Ge. # C. w. 
Sin, 0 Cambridge, Nov. 2, 1 


I 'COULD not ſuffer Mr. Randolph to quit this 
camp without bearing ſome teſtimony" of my duty to the 
Congreſs; although his ſudden departure (occafioned by the 
death of his worthy relative, whoſe loſs, as a good citizen 
and valuable member of ſociety, is much to be regretted) 
does not allow me time to be particular, 

The mcloſed return ſhews, at one view, what reliance we 
have upon the officers of this army, and how deficient we 
are like to be in ſubaltern officers. A few days more 
will enable me to inform the Congreſs what they have to ex- 
pet from the ſoldiery, as I ſhall iſſue recruiting orders for 
this purpoſe, ſo ſoon as the officers are appointed, —which 
will be done this day,—having ſent * ths 1 en to 
conſult them in the choice, e 

1 muſt beg leave to recall the . of the Congreſs to 
the appointment of a brigadier- general. an officer as neceſ- 
ſary to a brigade, as a colonel is to 3 en be 


TY tv wanted in the new arrangement. 0d 
ä The 
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7 The--proclamations and affociation, herewith incloſed; 
came to my hands on monday laſt. I thought it my duty ta 
| OO ASAP ad e 


my laſt. rr 10 a 

enn rea complies tothe ah of Cong, 
I have the tonor to be, le. AI 10 C15%-6 6 2 
5 Sin, ; Fa ata a Cambridge, Nov. 8, wn. 


| — of wy giving the Congu 
the Guble:of letter at this time is to inform them, that, in 
conſequence of their order ſignified in your letter of the. twen- 
tieth ultimo, I laid myſelf under a ſolemn' tie of ſecrecy to 
captain M*Pherſon, and proceeded to examine his plan for the 
deſtruQion of the fleet in the harbor of Boſtorlfwith all that 
care and attention which the importance of it deſerved, and 
my judgment could lead to. But not being happy enough 
to coincide in opinion with that gentleman, and finding that 
his ſcheme would involve greater expenſe, than (under my 

doubts of its ſucceſs) I thought myſelf juſtified in giving in- 
to, I prevailed upon him to communicate his plan to three 
gentlemen of the artillery in this army, well acquainted in the 
knowledge and practice of gunnery. By them. he has been 
convinced, that, inaſmuch as he ſet out upon wrong princi- 
ples, the ſcheme would prove abortive. Unwilling however 
to relinquiſh his favorite project of reducing the naval force 
of Great Britain, he is very deſirous of building a number of 
 row-gallies for this purpoſe. But as the Congreſs alone are 
competent to the adoption of this meaſure, I have adviſed him 
(although he offered to go on with the building of them at 
his own expenſe, till the Congreſs ſhould decide) to repair 
immediately to Philadelphia with his propoſals ; where, if 
they ſhould be agreed to, or veſſels of ſuperior force, agree- 
able to the wiſhes of moſt others, ſhould be reſolved on, he 
Wan inſtantly about them, with all the mn. 
aun | the 
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the ſor here, they are to colloct.— To n 1 
refer for further information on this head | 
A veſſel, ſaid to be from — brand 2s Bop 
ton, with = hundred and twenty pipes of wine {a hundred 
and eighteen of which are ſecured) ſtranded at a place call- 
ed. Eaſtham, in a gale of wind on the ſecond inftant i 
another, from Boſton to Halifax, with dry goods, &c, 
(amounting, per invoice, to about two hundred and forty - 
pounds lawful) got difabled in the ſame gale, near Beverly. 
Theſe cargoes, with the papers, I have ordered to this place, 
the veſſels to be taken care of till further orders. L have 
alſo an account of the taking of a wood-{loop bound to Boſ- 
ton, and carried into Portſmouth by one of our armed veſ- 
ſels ;—-panticulars not yet come to hand ;—and this inſtant, 
of two others, from Nova Scotia to Boſton, with hay, wood, 
| hve ſtock, &c, by another of our armed ſchoonem. T heſe 
are in Plymouth. 

Theſe accidents and captures point out the neceſſity of 
eſtabliſhing proper courts without loſs of time, for the de- 
cition of property, and the legality of feizures ; men 
may be involved in inextricable difficulties. 

Our priſoners, by the reduction of Fort Chamblee (on 
which happy event I moſt ſincerely congratulate the Con- 
greſs), being conſiderably augmented, and likely to be in- 
ereaſed, I ſubtnit it to the wiſdom of Congreſs, whether ſome 
convenient inland towns, remote from the poſt-roads, ought 
not to be aſſigned them; the manner of their treatment, ſub- 

ſiſtence, &c, defined; and a commiſſary or agent appointed; 
| to ſee that juſtice is done both to them and the public, pro- 
per-accounts rendeted, Nc. Without a mode of this ſort is 
adopted, I fear thete will — INT a» here | 
are great complaints at preſent. bal 

I reckoned without my hoſt, waar the a0 
in my laſt, that I ſhould in a day or two be able to acquaint 
them of the diſpoſition of the ſoldiery towards a new enliſt- 

; ment, 
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ment. I have been in confultation with the generals of His 
army ever ſince thurſday laſt, endeavoring to eſtabliſh new 

cbtps of officers ; but find ſo many doubts and difficulties 
to reconcile, that I cannot ſay when they are to end, or what 
may be the conſequences; as there appears to be ſuch an 
unwillingneſs in the officers of one government mixing in the 
ſame regiment with thoſe of another ; and, without it, many 
muſt be diſmiſſed Who are willing to ery yy ages 
we are deficient on the whole. . 

The council of officers are eh of opinion that 
the command of the artillery ſhould no longer continue 
in colonel * * ; and knowing of no perſon better 
qualified to ſupply his place, or whoſe appointment will give 
more general ſatisfaction, have taken the liberty of recom- 
mending Henry Knox, eſquire, to the conſideration of Con- 
greſs, thinking it indiſpenſably neceſſary at the ſame time- 
that this regiment ſhould conſiſt of two lieutenant- colonels, 
two majors, and twelve companies, agreeable- to the plan 
and eſtimate handed in; which differing from the aſe "efta- 
bliſhitient, I ſhould be glad to be inſtructed on. | - 

The commiſſary- general not being returned, will Wen 
giſe, I hope, for my ſilence reſpecting a requiſition of the ex- 
penſe of his clerks, &c, which I was to mn 
ther with others, and forwarded. 01 

T Have heard nothing of colonel Arnold fince the thirteenth 
ultimo. His letter of; and journal to, that date; will convey 
all the information 1 am able to give of him. I think he 
muſt be in Quebec. If any miſchance had happened to-himy 
he would, as directed, have forwarded an expreſs. No se- 
count yet of the armed veſſels ſent to St. Laurenee.—I win 
they will meet the ſtores inward or outward bound. . 

Captain Symons, in the Cerberus lately ſem from Boſton 
to Falmouth, hath publiſhed the inclofed declaration at that 
place; and it is ſuſpected he intends. to make ſome kid of 
a lodgement there. I wrote immediately to colonel Finnie 
of this army, who went up chere upon the laſt alarm, to 

{ſpirit 
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ſpirit up the people and oppoſe it at all events —Falmouth i is. 
about a hundred and thirty miles from this camp. 55 
Lhave the honor to be, &c-, 1 © 1 W. 
P. S. I ſend a general. return of the troops, and manifeſts 
of the cargoes and yeſlels taken at une 


Sit, 8 Cambridge, Nev. 11, 1775. 


* * Incloſed, you have a copy of an act, paſſed 
this ſeſſion, by the honorable council and houſe. of repreſen- 
tatives of this province. It reſpects ſuch captures as may be 
made by veſſels fitted out by the province, or by individuals 
thereof. As the armed veſſels, fitted out at the continental 
expenſe, do not come under this law, I would have it ſub- 
mitted to the conſideration of Congreſs, to point out a more 
ſummary way of proceeding, to determine the property and 
mode of condemnation of ſuch prizes as have been or here= 
after may be made, than is ſpecified in this act. 

Should not a court be eſtabliſhed by authority of Con- 
greſs, to take cogniſance of prizes made by the continental 

veſſels Whatever the mode is which they are pleaſed to 
adopt, there is an abſolute neceſſity of its being ſpeedily de- 
termined on: for I cannot ſpare time from military affairs, 
to give proper attention to theſe matters. | 

The inhabitants of Plymouth have taken a ſloop, laden 
with proviſions, &c, from Halifax, bound to Boſton,; and 
the inhabitants of Beverly have, under cover of one of the 
armed ſchooners, taken a veſſel from Ireland, laden with 
beef, pork, butter, &c, for the ſame place. The latter brings 
papers and letters of a very intereſting nature, which are in 
the hands of the honorable council, ho informed me they 
will tranſmit them to you by this conveyance. To the eon - 
tents of theſe papers and letters I muſt beg leave to refer you 
and the honorable Congreſs, who will now ſee the abſolute 
necefſity there 1s, of exerting all their wien to withſtand 
the mighty efforts of our enemies. 
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The trouble I have in the arrangement of ** is really 
inconceivable. Many of the officers ſent in their names to 


ſerve, in expectation of promotion: others ſtood aloof * #; 
whilſt a number who had declined have again ſent in their 
names, to ſerve. So great has the confuſion, ariſing from 
theſe and many other perplexing circumſtances, been, that I 
found it abſolutely impoſſible to fix this very intereſting bu- 
ſineſs exactly on the plan reſolved on in the conference, 
though I have kept up to the ſpirit, as near as the nature.and 
neceſſity of the caſe would admit of: the difficulty with 
the ſoldiers is as great, indeed more ſo, if poſſible, than 
with the officers. They will not enliſt, until they know 
their colonel, lieutenant-colonel, major, captain, &c; ſo that 
it was neceſſary to fix the officers the firſt thing; which is, 
at laſt, in ſore manner done; and I have given out enliſting 
orders, 
Tou, fir, can much eaſier 2 than Lee the 
anxiety of mind I muſt labor under on the occaſion, eſpe- 
cially at this time, when we may expect the enemy will be⸗ 
gin to act on the arrival of their reinforcement, part of 
which is already come, and the remainder daily dropping in. 

I have other diſtreſſes of a very alarming nature. The | 
arms of our ſoldiery are ſo exceeding bad, that I aſſure you, 
fir, I cannot place a proper confidence in them. Our pow- 
der is waſting faſt, notwithſtanding the ſtricteſt care, econo- 
my, and attention, is paid to it. The long ſeries of wet wea- 
ther we have had, renders the greater part of what has been 
ſerved out to the men, of no uſe. Yeſterday I had a proof 
of it, as a party of the enemy, about four or five hundred, 
taking the advantage of a high tide, landed at Leechmore' $ 
point; we were alarmed, and of courſe ordered every man 
to examine his cartouch-box ; when the melancholy truth 
appeared; and we were obliged to furniſh the greater part 
of them with freſh ammunition, 

The damage done at the point was the taking of a man | 
who watched a few horſes and cows : ten of the latter they 

Yor. T, E carried 
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carricd off. Colonel Thompſon marched down with his re- 
giment of riflemen, and was joined by colonel Woodbridge, 
with a part of his and a part of Patterſon's regiment, who 
gallantiy waded through the water, and ſoon obliged the 
enemy to embark under cover of a man-of-war, a floating 
battery, and the fire of a battery on Charleſtown neck. We 
have two of our men dangerouſly wounded by grape-ſhot 
from the man- of- war; and; by a flag ſent out this day, we 
are informed the enemy loſt two of their men. 
© Thave the honor to be, & cc. . 82 W. 


"7 © Cambridge, Nov. 19, 1775. 
I Received your, fayors of the ſeventh and tenth in- 
tant, with the refolves of the honorable Congreſs, to which 
I will pay all dup attention.—As ſoon as two capable per- 
ſons can be found, I will diſpatch them to Nora- Scotia, on 
the ſervice reſolved on in Congreſs, 
The reſolve | to raiſe two batallions of. marines will (if 
| prafiicable 1 in this army) entirely derange what has been 
done. It is therein mentioned, © one colonel for the two ba- 
tallions:“ —of courſe, a colonel muſt be diſmiſſed. One of 
| the many difficulties, which attended the new arrangement, 
| | was in reconciling the different intereſts, and judging of the 
1 merits of the different colanels.—In the diſmiſhon, of this 
one, the ſame difficulties will occur, The officers and men 
muſt be acquainted with maritime affairs; to comply with 
F which, they muſt be picked out of the whole army,—one 
| | | from this corps, one from another, —ſo as to break through 
| | the whole ſyſtem, which has coſt us ſo much time, anxiety 
and pains, to bring into any tolerable form. Notwithſtand- 
x ing any difficulties which will ariſe, you may be, aſſured, 
| fir, that I will uſe every endeavor to comply with their re- 
ſolve. 
3 2 deg heave t to [5 it to the conſideration of Congreſs 
(if theſe two batallions can be formed out of this army) whe- 
the! 
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ther this is is a-time to weaken our lines, by employing any of 
the forces appointed to defend them, on any other ſervice; 


The gentlemen who were here from the Congreſs know 
their vaſt extent: they muſt know that we ſhall have occaz 


fon for our whole force for that purpoſe ; more ſo now 


than at any paſt time, as we may expect the enemy will 
take the advantage of the firſt hard weather, and attempt to 
make an impreſſion ſome where. That this is their inten- 
tion, we have many reaſons to ſuſpecti 


We have had, in the laſt week; fix deſerter, and took 


two ſtraggling priſoners. They all agree that two compa- 


nies, with a train of artillety and one of the regiments from 


ſreland, were arrived at Boſton ;—that freſh ammunition 
and flints have been ſerved out ;—that the grenadiers and 
light infantry had orders to hold themſelves in readineſs at a 


moment's warning. 


| As there is every appeatarice that this conteſt will not 


be ſoon decided, and of courſe that there miſt be an aug 
mentation of che continental army, would it not be eligi 

to raiſe two batallions of marines in New: Vork and Phila- 
delphia, where there muſt be numbers of ſailors now un- em- 
ployed?—This however is matter of opinion, which I men- 
tion with all due deference to the ſuperior judgment of the 


Congreſs. 


| Incloſtd; you have copies of two Jettera,-=008 from colo- 


nel Arnold, ==the other from colonel ® ® I can form no 
Judgment on the latter's conduct, until I ſee him. Notwith- 
ſtanding the great defection, I do not deſpair of colonel Ar- 
nold's ſucceſs: He will have, in all probability; many more 
difficulties to encounter, an if he had beet a fortnight 
ſooner ; as it is likely that governor Carleton will; with what 
forces he can collect after the ſurteridet of tlie reſt of Cana- 
da, throw himſelf into Quebec; and there make his laſt ef- 


fort. Thert is no late” account from captains Broughton” | 


and Sillman; ſent t the river St. Laurence. The other 


cruiſers dave been chiefly confined to Harbor, by the bad- 
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neſs of the weather. The ſame reaſon has cauſed grear de- 
lay i in building of our barracks ; which, with a moſt mortify- 
Ing ſcarcity of fire-wood, diſcourages the men from enliſting. 
The laſt, I am afraid, is an inſuperable obſtacle, © I have ap- 
plied to the honorable houſe of repreſentatives of this pro- 
vince, who were pleaſed to appoint a committee to negotiate 
this buſineſs : and notwithſtanding all the pains they have 
and are taking, they find it impoſſible to ſupply our neceſſi- 
ties. The want of a ſufficient fiumber of teams I underſtand 
to be the chief impediment. 

I got returns this day from eleven colonels, of the num- 
bers enliſted in their regiments. The whole amount is 
nine hundred and fixty-ſix men. There muſt be ſome other 
ſtimulus beſides love for their country, to make men fond 
of the ſervice. It would be a great encouragement, and no 
additional expenſe to the continent, were they to receive pay 
for the months of October and November; alſo a month's 
pay advance. The preſent ſtate of the military cheſt will 
it of this. The ſooner it is enabled to do ſo, the 
The commiſſary- general is daily expected in camp. I can- 
not ſend you the eſtimate of the clerks in his department, 
until he arrives. 

I fincerely congratulate you upon the ſucceſs of your arms, 
in the ſurrender of St. John's, which I hope is a happy pre- 
ſage of the reduction of the reſt of Canada. 

E | | G. W. 


1 0 ON Cambridge, Novem. a8, 1775. 
I the honor of writing to you on the nineteenth 

inſtant. I have now to inform you that Henry Knox, eſ- 
quire, is gone to New-York, with orders to forward to this 
place what cannon and ordnance: ſtores can be there pro- 
cured. From thence he will proceed to general Schuyler 
on the ſame buſineſs, as you will ſee by the incloſed copy 
of ele which I have given him. It would give me, 
much 


» 
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much fatisfation, that this gentleman, or any other whom 
you inay think qualified, was appointed to the command of 
the artillery regiment. In my letter to you, of the eighth 
inſtant, T have expreſſed myſelf fully on this ſubjeR, e 
I beg leave to recommend to your immediate attention ; 
the formation of that corps will be at a ſtand, until T am ho: | 
nored with your inſtructions thereon. * * * ®* © 

There are two perſons engaged to go to Nova-Scotia, on the 
buſineſs recommended in your laſt. By the beſt information 
we have from thence, the ſtores, &c, have been withdrawn 
ſome time. Should this not be the caſe, it is next to an im- 
poſſibility to attempt any thing there, in the preſent unſettled 
and precarious ſtate of the army. * * * 

From what I can collect by my inquiries amongſt the 4 
ficers, it will be impoffible to get the men to enliſt for the 
continuance of che war; which will be an inſuperable ob- 
ſtruction to the formation of the two batallions of marines. 
on the plan reſolved on in Congreſs. As it can make no 
difference, I propoſe to proceed on the new arrangement of 
the army, and, when completed, inquire out ſuch officers' 
and men as are beſt qualified for that ſervice, and endeavor. 
to form theſe two batallions out of the whole. This appears 
to me the beſt ES and wall, I hope, meet the approha- 
tion of Congreſs. 

As it will be very difficult for the men to work when the 
hard froft ſets in, I have thought it neceſſary (though of lit- 
tle uſe at preſent) to take poſſeſſion of Coble-hill, for the be- 
nefit of any future operations. It was effected, without che. 
leaſt oppoſition from the enemy, the twenty - third inſtar, 
Their inactivity on this occaſion is what I cannot account 
for:;—it is probable they are meditating a blow ſomewhere: * 

About three hundred men, women, and children, of che 
poor inhabitants of Boſton, came out ro Point-Shirley laſt * 
friday. They have brought their houſehold furniture, but are 
ent ow every other neceſſary of life. * I have recom—-— 

2 23 mended 
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mended. chem to the attention of the committee of the honor. 
able council of this province, now ſitting at Watertown. 

The number enliſted ſince my laſt are two thouſand four 
hundred and fifty wen- 1 0 Our ſituation is truly 
Warming : apd of this general Howe is well appriſed, it be, 
ing the common topic of coerſation when the people left 
Boſton laſt friday. No doubt, when he is reinforced, he 

will avail himſelf of the information. ' 

F am making tl the beſl diſpoſition I can for our defence, 
haying thrown wy beſides the work on Coble-hill, ſeveral 
redoubts, half;moops, &c, along the bay; and I fear I ſhall 
be under the neceſſity of calling in the militia and minute- 
men of the country to my aſſiſtance: I ſay, I fear it,—be. 
cauſe, by what I can learp from the officers in the army, be- 
longipg to this colony, it will be next to an impoſſibility to 
keep them under any degree of diſcipline, and that it will be 
very difficult to prevail on them to remain a moment longer 
than they chuſe themſelves. It js a mortifying reflexion, to 
be reduced to this dilemma. There has been nothing want. 
ing on my part, to infuſe a proper ſpirit amongſt the officers, 
that they may exert their influence with the ſoldiery, You 
ſee, by a fortnight's recruiting amongſt men, with arms in 
their hands, how little has been the ſucceſs, 

As the ſmall-pox is now in Boſton, I have uſed che pre- 
caution of prohibiting ſuch as lataly. came out, from coming 
near our camp.—General Burgoyne, I am informed, will 
ſoon embark for England.-—I think the riſk too great to write 
you by poſt, whilſt it continues to paſs through New-York. 
It is certain that a poſt has been intercepted the beginning 
of laſt month, as they ſent out ſeveral letters from Boſton, 
with the poſt-mark- of Baltimore on them. This goes by 
captain Joſeph Blewer, who promiſes to deliver it carefully 
unto you. | 

You, doubtleſs, will have heard, before this che, of 
general Montgomery's having got poſſefiion of Montreal. 1 
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congratulate you thereon. He has troubles with his troops, 


as well as I haye.—All I can learn of colonel Arnold, is, chat 
he is near Quebec, , I hope Montgomery will be able to 
proceed t9.bje ee. | hall be , nnd] dn 
they are joined... 

My bſ aba, agus th gem in ce, and 
4 S8. W. 


* 


* 


„ 0b Cambridge, Neven. 305 1175; 

1 neces ment GL. the twenty- eighth 
inſtant, by captain Joſeph Blewer, Laſt evening I received 
the agreeable account of the ſchooner Lee, commanded by 
captain Manly, having taken and carried into Cape-Anpe a 
large brigantine, bound from London to Boſton, laden with 
military ſtores, the inventory of which I have the pleafure to 


incloſe you... Cape-Anne is a very open harbor, and acceſſi- 


ble to large ſhips ; which made me immediately ſend off 'co- 
lonel Glover and Mr. Palfrey, with orders to raiſe the mi- 
ute-men and militia of that part of the country, to have the 
cargo landed without loſs of time, and guarded up to this 
camp. This, I hope, they will be able to effect, before it is 
known: to the cuemy, what port ſhe. is carried into. I fin- 
cerely congratulate you on this very great acquiſition z and 
am, fir, your maſt humble, cc. G. W. 

Manly has alſo eben u loop in d miniherial ſervice; wal l 
captain Adams, in the ſchooner Warren, has taken a ſchoon- 
er laden with OE POET eee 
carried her into Portſmouth, © 


— 


1 | | Cambridge, Dee. 4.2396 
| HAD the honor of writkig'ts you the Medal U- 

mo, inclofing an inventory of the military ſtores taken ou 
board the brig Nancy by captain Manly of the armed 
{chaoner Lee, Wen IIS 
E 4 ' ſeut 
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ſent into Beverly a thip named the Concord, James Lowrle 
maſter, from Greenock in Scotland, bound to Boſton. Sho 
Has on board dry goods and coals, to the value of three thou, 
fand fix hundred and fix pounds, nine ſhillings and ſeven- 
pence ſterling, ſhipped by Crawford, Anderſon, and Co. and 
conſigned. to James Anderſon, merchant in Boſton. It is 
mentioned in the letters found on board, that this cargo was 
for the uſe of the army : but, on a ſtrict examination, I find it 
is really the property of the ſhippers and the perſon to whom 
conſigned. —Pray what is to be done with this ſhip and 
cargo? and what with the brigantine which brought the mili- 
' tary ſtores It was agreed, in the conference laſt October, 
44 that all veſſels employed merely as tranſports, and unarmed, 
with their crews, be ſet at liberty, upon giving ſecurity to return 
to Europe; but that tis indulgence be not extended langer than 
till the firſt of April next.” In the ſhippers! letter, they 
mention; you muſt procure a certificate from the general 
and admiral, of the Concord's being in the government ſer- 
vice, ſuch as the Glaſgow packet brought with her, which 
was of great ſervice, procured: a liberty to arm her, which 
was refuſed us; alſo gave her a preference for ſome recruits 
that went out in her.” In another part of the letter, they 
fay : Captain Lowrie-will deliver you the contract for the 
coals : we gave it to him, as it perhaps might be of uſe, as 
a certificate of his ſhip being employed in the government 
ſervice,” Every letter on board breathes nothing but en- 
miſty to this country : and a vaſt number of them there are. 
It is ſome time ſince I recommended to the Congreſs that 
they would inſtitute a court for the trial of prizes made by 
the continental armed veſſels ; which I hope they have ere 
now taken into their conſideration ; otherwiſe I ſhould again 
take the liberty of urging it in the moſt preſſing manner, 
The conduct of a great number of the Connecticut troops 
has laid me under the neceſſity of calling in a body of the 
militia much ſooner. than I apprehended there would be an 
aunt Lohadtd ws afrajd ſome * 
2 N 7 
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they-would incline to go home when the time of their enliſt- | 


ment expired. I called upon the officers of the ſeveral regi- 


ments; to know whether they could prevail on the men to 
remain until the firſt of January, or till a ſufficient number 
of other forces could be raiſed to ſupply their place. I fup< 
poſe they were deceived themſelves : I know they deceived 
me by aſſurances that I need be under no apprehenſion on 
that ſcore, for the men would not leave the lines. Laſt fri: 
day ſhewed how much they were miſtaken, as the major 
part of the troops of that colony were going away with their 
arms and ammunition. ' We have however, by threats, per- 
ſuaſion, and the activity of the people of the country who 
ſent back many of them that had ſet out, prevailed upon 
cg 6 to wy — enn 


ling. 
I Have called in three thouſand men from this province: 


and general Sullivan, who lately returned from the province of 
New-Hampſhire, having informed me that a number of men 


were there ready at the ſhorteſt notice, I have demanded two 
thouſand from that province. Theſe two bodies, I expect, 
will be-in by the tenth inſtant, to make up the deficiency of 
the Connecticut- men whom I have promiſed to diſmiſs on 
that day, as well as the numbers to whom I was obliged to 
grant furloughs before any would enliſt. —As the ſame 
defection is much to be apprehended when the time of 
the Maſſachuſetts-Bay, New-Hampfhire, and Rhode-Ifland 
forces is expired, I beg the” attention of ds nk to this im- 
portant affair, 

Lam informed that it Wa been 0 cuſtom of theſe provinces 
in the laſt war, for the legiſlative power to order every town 
to provide a certain quota of men for the campaign. This or 
ſome other mode ſhould be at preſent adopted, as I am ſatiſ- 
fied the men cannot be had without. This the Congreſs 
will pleaſe to take into their immediate conſideration. My ſuſ- 
picions on this head I ſhall alſo communicate to the governors 
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"Trumbull and Cooke, alſo to the New-Hampſhite conven. 
The number enliſted in che laſt week are about thirteen 
| hundred men. By this you ſee how flow this important 
work e 

i ö with 
Jetters from colonel Arnold and general Montgomery, co- 
pies of which I have the honor to incloſe you. Upon the 
whole, I think affairs carry a pleaſing aſpect in that quarter. 
The reduction of Quebec is an object of ſuch great import- 
ance, that I doubt not the Congreſs will give every aſſiſtance 
n their power for the accompliſhipg it this winter. 

By the laſt accounts from the armed ſchooners ſent to the 
river St. Laurence, I fear we have but little to expect from 
them: they were falling ſhox of proviſion, and mention 
that they would be obliged to return; which at this time is 
particularly unfortunate, as, if they choſe a proper ſtation, 
all the' veſſels coming down that river muſt fall into their 
hands. The plague, trouble, and yexation I have had with 
the crews of all the armed veſſels, is inexpreſſible. I do be- 
lieve there is not on earth a more diſorderly ſet :—every 
time they come into port, we hear of nothing but mutinous 
complaints, Manly's ſucceſs has lately, and but lately, 
guieted his people. The crews of the Waſhington and Har- 
riſon have actually deſerted them; ſo that I have been under 
the neceſſity of ordering the agent to lay the latter up, and 
get hands for the other on the beſt terms he could. 

The houſe of repreſentatives and the honorable board have 
ſent me a vote of theirs relative to the harbor of Cape-Cod, 
which you have herewith. I ſhall ſend an officer thither to 
examine what can be done for its defence, though I do not 
think I ſhall be able to give them ſuch aſſiſtance as may be 
requiſite ; for I have at preſent neither men, powder, nor 
cannon to ſpare, The great want of powder is what the at- 
tention of Congrels ſhould be particularly applied to. I 

1 dare 
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FER attempt any thing offenſive, let the temptatiom or 
advantage be ever ſo great, as I have not more of that moſt 


 efſential article, than will be abſolutely neceſſary to defend © 


our lines, ſhould the enemy attempt to attack them. 

By recent information from Boſton, general Howe is go · 
ing to ſend gut a number of the inhabitants, in order, it is 
thought, to make more raom for his expected reinforce. 
ments. There is one part of the information I can hardly 
give credit to: a ſailor ſays that a number of thoſe.com- 
ing out have been inoculated, with deſign of ſpreading the 
ſmall-pox though this country and camp. I have commu- 
nicated this to the general court ; and recommended their at- 
tention thereto. - 

They are arming- one of the tranſports in Boſton, with 
which they mean to decoy ſome of our armed veſſels, As 
we are appriſed of their deſign, I hope they will be diſap- 
pointed, / | 

My beſt reſpects wait on the gentlemen in Congreſs, and 
] am, fir, your moſt humble, &c. G. W. 

P. S. I was miſinformed when I mentioned that one regi- 
ment had arrived at Boſton : a few companies of the ſeven- 
teenth and artillery are all that are yet come.—Near three 


hundred perſons are landed on Point-Shirley from Boſton, 


DIR, | Cambridge, Decemb. 7, 177 8. 

F WROTE you, the fourth inſtant, by expreſs, to 
which I beg you will be referred. My fears, that Broughton, 
and Sillman would not effect any good purpoſe, were too 


well founded. They are returned, and brought with on 
three of the principal inhabitants from the iſland of 


John's. # * * deg) ep Waka pa" | 


the province. ſeal, &c, &c. As the captains ated without 
any warrant for ſuch conduct, I have thought it but juſtice to 
Fiſcharge theſe gentlemen, whoſe families were left in the ut= 
* diſtreſs. 


I am 


9 
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1 am' credibly informed that James Anderſon, the con- 
ſignee and part owner of the ſhip Concord and cargo, is not 
only unfriendly to American liberty, but actually in arms 
againft us, being captain of the Scotch company at Boſton. 
Whether your being acquainted with this circumftance, or 
not, will operate againſt the veſſel and cargo, I will not take 


upon me to ſay: but there are many articles on board, fo ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary for the army, that, whether the is _ 4 


prize or not, we muſt have them. 
have the honor to be, ce. o. w. 
| Sin, 5 | Cambridge, Diced." 11, 775. 


The numbers enliſted laſt week are men. 
If they go on at this flow rate, it will be a long time 
before this army is complete. I have wrote to the governors | 
of Connecticut and Rhode-Iſland, alſo to the convention of 
New-Hampſhire, on this ſubjeR. A copy of my letter to. 
them 1 have the honor to incloſe herewith. A letter to 
ame purport I ſent to the legiſlature of this province. 
The militia are coming in faſt, I am much pleaſed with 
the alacrity which the good people of this province, as well 
as thoſe of New-Hampſhire, have ſhewn upon this occafion 
I expect the whole will be in this day and ro-morrow, when 
what remains of the Connecticut [troops], who have got 
enliſted, will have liberty to go to their fire-lides. | 
The commiſſary-general is ſtill by his indiſpoſition detain- 
ed from camp, He committed an error, when making out 
the ration-liſt; for he was then-ſerving out (and has con- 
tinued ſo to do) ſix ounces per man per week of butter, 
though itis not included in the liſt approved of by Congreſs. I 
do not think it would be expedient to put a ſtop. thereto ; as 
every thing, that would have 2 tendency to give the ſoldiery 
room for complaint, muſt be avoided. 
The information I received that the enemy a ſpread- 
f Ying - 
+ 
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ing the a amongſt us, I could not ſuppoſe them ca- 
pable of, I now muſt give ſome credit to it, as it has made 
its, appearance on ſeveral of thoſe who laſt came out of Boſ- 
ton. Every neceſſary precaution has been taken to prevent 
its being communicated to this army; and the general court 
will take care that it does not ſpread through the country. 

J have not heard that any more troops are arrived at Boſ- 
ton; which is a lucky circumſtance, as the, Connecticut 
troops, I now find, are for the moſt part gone off.— The 
houſes in Boſton are leſſening every day: they are pulled 
down, either for fire-wood, or to prevent the effects of fire, 
ſhould we attempt a bombardment or an attack upon the town. 
— Coble-hill is ſtrongly fortified, without any interruption 
from the enemy. * This is what at preſent occurs, 
from, fir, your moſt obedient, &c. G. W. 

P. S. The weekly returns of enliſtments not being yet re- 

ceived for more than ten regiments, amounting to ſeven hun- 
dred and twenty-five men, I cannot fill up the blank in this 
letter: but this, added to the former, makes in che whole 
five thouſard two hundred and fifty- three. 


SM, Cambridge, Decemb. th, 1775. 

1 Received your favor of the ſecond inſtant, with 

the ſeyeral reſolves of Congreſs therein incloſed. — The re- 

ſolves relative to captures made by continental armed veſſels 

only want a court eſtabliſhed for trial, to make them com- 

plete. This, I hope, will be ſoon done, as I have taken the 
liberty to urge it often to the Congreſs. -_ 

I am ſomewhat at a loſs to know whether I am to raiſe a 
che two batallions of marines here, or not. As the delay can be 0 
attended with but little inconvenience, I will wait a farther 
explanation from Congreſs, before I take any ſteps therein. 
I am much pleaſed that the money will be forwarded with 
all poſſible expedition, as it is much wanting; alſo that 
ens and his aſſociates are taken. It has been a very for- 


tunate 


— ˙ 
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tunate diſcovery. I make no doubt but that the Congreſs wilt 
take every neceſſary meaſure to diſpoſſeſs lord Dunmore of 

his hold in Virginia the ſooner ſteps are taken for that 

purpoſe, the more probability there will be of their being 

effeQual, © * * * 

I will make application to general Hows; and propoſe an 
exchange for Mr. Ethan Allen. I atm much afraid I ſhall have 
a like propoſal to make for &ptain Martindale of the armed 

| brigantine Waſhington, and his men, who, it is reported, 
was taken a few days paſt by a man-of-war, and carried into 
Bofton.—We cannot expect to be always ſucceſsful. ! 
Tou will doubtleſs hear of the barbarity of captain Wal- 
lace on Conanicut iſland, ere this reathes your hands. 

About a hundred and fifty more of the poor inhabitants 
are come out of Boſton. The ſmall-pox rages all over the 
town: ſuch of the military as had it not before are now un- 
der inoculation. This, I apprehend, is a weapon of defence 
they are uſing againſt us. What confirms me in this opi- 
nion, is, that I have information that they are tearing up the 
pavement, to be provided againſt a bombardment. 

I wrote you this day by Mefirs, Pennel and De Pliarne, 
who will lay before the Congreſs, or a committee thereof, 

propoſals for furniſhing the continent with arms and ammu- 
nition. I refer you to themſelves for further particulars. 

| T have che honor to be, &c. G. W. 


7 


— 
Chelſea, Drcemb. 16, 1775. 

| OBSERVATIONS OF THE Dar. 
>  LASTervening, eight men eame in a boat from Boſ- 
ton, to our guard at the fetry;—fix of them captains of yeſs 

ſels.— They brought the following account 2 - 

Yeſterday, one large mortar was carried over to Bunker's 
hill: — the troops filling water, carrying it on board the 


| 
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ſix weeks. One regiment of foot, and three companies of the 
light horſe, fail for Halifax this day. 


fi Dorchefter, December SY 1795: 
Sailed out of Boſton harbor this morning, eight large and 
two ſmall veſſels, taken to be tendets 4—by'their ring, ap- 


peared to be going a voyage out to ſea. 
Mr. Joſhua Pico came laſt night from Boſton, Us ans 


firms the information that the regiment of foot, and ſome 
companies of light horſe, were preparing to embark for Ha- 
lifax. 2, 
Sin, Cambridge, Decemb. 16, 1775. 
| THE information, contained in the above, coming ſo / 
many different ways, corroborated by ſeveral veſſels having 
failed this day from Boſton, —I thought it my duty to tranſ- 
mit it to you. Though Halifax is the place given out for 
their deſtination, it is poſſible they may be bound elſe where. 
I ſhall communicate this intelligence to governors Cooke 
and Trumbull, and to the convention of New-York, * 


their government. N 
I remain, fir, your moſt obedient, &c. if w. 
Six, | 1 Cambridge, Decemb. 19, 1 77 5. 


| CAPTAIN Manly, of the Lee armed ſchooner, took 
and ſent into Beverly the ſloop Betſey, A. Atkinſon maſters 
She is an armed veſſel, diſpatched by lord Dunmore, with 
Indian corn, potatoes, and oats, for the army in Boſton. The 
packets of letters found on board, I have the honor to fend 
you. with this by captain James Chambers, they being of fo 
much importance, that I do not think it would be PRINT ro 
truſt them by a common expreſs. | 
As lord Dunmore's ſchemes are fully laid open in theſe 

letters, I need not point out to the Congreſs the neceſlity there 
is of a vigorous exertion being adopted by them, ta diſpoſ 
| 3 | 4005 
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ſeſs his lordſhip of the ſtrong hold he has got in Virginia,— 
I do not mean to dictate: but I am ſure they will pardon 
me for giving them freely my opinion, which is, that the 

fate of America a good deal depends on his ST obliged to 
evacuate Norfolk this winter, or not. 

1 have Kirkland well ſecured, and think I will ſend him 
to you for examination. By moſt of the letters relative to 
him, he is a dangerous fellow. John Stewart's letters and 

papers are of a very intereſting nature. Governor Tonyn's 
and many other letters from Auguſtine ſhew the weakneſs 
of the place; at the ſame time, of what vaſt conſequence it 
would be for us to poſſeſs ourſelves of it,,and the great 
quantity of ammunition contained in the forts. Indeed theſe 
papers are of ſo great conſequence, that I think this but 
little inferior to any prize our famous Manly has taken. 

We now work at our eaſe on Leechmore's hill. On dif- 

covering our party there yeſterday morning, the ſhip which 
lay oppoſite began a cannonade, to which Mount' Horam 
added ſome ſhells. —One of our men was wounded. We 
fired a few ſhot from two eighteen-pounders which are 
placed on Coble-hill, and ſoon obliged the ſhip to ſhift her 
ſtation. She now lies in the ferry-way : and, except a few 
ſhells from the mount in Boſton (which do no execution), 
we have no interruption in proſecuting our works, which will 
in a very ſhort time be completed. When that is done,— 
when we have powder to ſport with, —I think, if the Con- 
greſs reſolve on the execution of the propoſal made relative 
to the town of Boſton, it can be dane, 

. have ſent a letter in this day to general Howe, of which 

a copy goes herewith. My reaſon for pointing out brigadier- 
4 general Preſcot as the object who is to ſuffer Mr, Allen's 
1 fate, is, that, by letters from general Schuyler, and copies of 
| letters from general Montgomery to Schuyler, I am given to 
| underſtand that Preſcot is the cauſe of Allen's ſuſferings.— 
#8 I thought it beſt to be detifive on the occaſion, as did = 
generals whom 1 conſulted thereon. 


4 
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Tube returns of men enkſted ftice fir lult amouft to bout 
eighteen” hundred making in the whole ſeven thouſand one 
dunsred and "forth? The Militia that zre come in, both 
from this ptovirice"and New. rampfhite, ate very fine-look. 
ing mew; and go through their duty with great alaerity. 
The Gifpatch made, both by the people im rratohitig arid by 
the legiſlative powers in complying with my requiſition, Rus 
tiren me mini fatfefaGionts7 ol 7 12 monmo nog Dl 1 
Four letter of the eighth inſtant, wick the explanatory te- 
ſolve reſpecting my calling forth the'militia' and minute 
men is come t6 band; to Which I ſhall pay al de atten: | 
ton! Tou have removed all the difficulties which I labored 
undery/ about the two" batalllons of nurines;” 1-ſhatt obey 
the orders of Oongrefs' in looking out for proper officers to 
command that 'corps.—I' make no doubt but, when the 
money arrtyes to pay off the arrears and the mαEès ads 
vance, that it Leer be. A bong Pe for the men to 
enliſt. 1927 D reanrdgges d art nie, 
* letter 1 eye nb e Jake 
Lovell. His caſe is truly pitiable: I wiſh ſome: mode could 
be fallen upon to relieve him from the eruel ſituation he is 
now in. -I am ſenſible of che impropriety of exchanging u 
foldicr for's citizen: but there is ſomething ſs cruelly dif- 


treſſing in regard to this gentleman, that I dare ſay 1 


1 


nn br yognortuar ran % roar yas nitrite 
Nr en eee Ke. aA; . 
B48 21417 art than” 50 
n are Lb nter Gu to 

en eee Divo , 


1 HAD the hondr ts addreſs myſelf to you on the 
nineteenth inſtant, fince which I have received undoubteg i in 
formation that the genuine inſtructions given 10 Conolly 


have not reached your hands; that they are very artfully 


_ concealed in the tree of his ſaddle, and covered with canvas 
lo nicely that they are ſcarcely diſcernible ; that thoſe which 
were found upon bim were intended to deceive, if he was 

WEL TP F waa A» 
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caught - Vou will: moſt, certainly hays bis. ſaddle. taken to 
pieces, in order to diſcover this deep-· laid plot. nenidzl 
Acloſed is a copy af general Howe's letter in anſwær ii 
the one 1 wrote him the eighteenth inſtant. Tha conduct i 
am to;,obſerve towards brigadier/Preſcot in conſequence of 
theſe nmelde rung will oklige me by determining far 
. y 4-iyigme? oi g19woy Svaelligslt 2401 
The ee "ry A, yon ſent. the. money are arriyed. 
The ſum they brought, though large, is not ſuſficient tozan- 


wer the demande of the; army, which-at this time are re- 


markably heavy: tete is three: months! pay due, one month's 
advance, two dollars for each blanket, the arms, that rate 
left by / thoſe who. ate diſmiſſed; to be. paid. ſpr beſides the 
demands which are on the commiſſury and quatten maſter 
generals. You will therefope fee the neceſſity; of another 
remittance, which I beg 9 warte JV conveniently 
ane 203 40t | Hi ni 1661 Soner 

I wi take the e 0. * return of theſe gentle- 
men, to ſend colonel Kirkland to ou for examinatign, and 


that you may diſpoſe of him as to you may ſeemi proper 


A committee from the general court of this province $all- 


ed on me the other day, informing me that ,they were in 


great want of ordnance for the defence of the colony ; that, 
if what, belonged to them, now in uſe here, was kept for) the 

continent, they would be under, the neceſſity of, providing 
themſelves with others: of courſe what, i is kept mult be paid 
for. There are many of the cannon of very little uſe: ſuch 


of them as are good, I cannot at preſent part with: perhaps 


when I receive, the ſupply from Neu- Vork and Canada, it 
may be in my power to ſpare them ., 


Mr. Wadſworth has ſent; in his ropark reſpeQing Cape- 


Cod harbor, a copy of which you will xeceive, hexewith,; 
alſo a letter from a Mr. Jacob Bailey, put into my hands by 
6 onel Little. It contains ſome things that may not be un- 
worthy the conſideration of Congreſs. 5 


We have made good progreſs in the works on. 5 5A 


more“ 3 point. | * would have been finiſhed ere this, but 


ſor 


— 


0 
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eee 
capable of . I, fincerely wiſh he may be able to do it 


ie, en that place, in in preſent fate, is an fla for 
ſuch, as are diſafeQed to Ameriean liberty. 

Our returns of enliſtments, to is ment 0 ch 
thouſand five hundred, men. 1 


Ibere the honor £9 be, ec. _T # * G. W. 
eee eee e 
dane — 


(ti 


Mn... SEO PENNEY 4 

„r 
rr The ef 
timate I then incloſed you, was calculated to pay the troops,. 
&c, up to the firſt of January. That cannot be done for 
want of funds in the paymaſter-general's hands 3 which 
cauſes. a great murmuring amongſt thoſe who are going of. 
The monthly expenſes of this army amount to near two 
hundred and ſeventy-five thouſand dollars, which I take the 
liberty, of recommending to the obſeryation of Congreſs, 
that their future remittances may be governed thereby. 

It ſometimes happens that perſons would with to, depoſit 
money in the hands of the paymaſter-general, for his bills on 
the treaſury at Philadelphia. He has hitherto deelined ſuch 
offers, pot having authority from Congreſs to draw. Would 
it. not be proper to give this power ?—lf it ſhould be ap- 
egen will. pleaſe ee pez m the mode. that the 
Congreſs would chuſe to have it done in. | 

The clothing ſent to the eee eee bs not 
ſufficient to put half our army into regimentals ; ndr js ther 
3 any quantity here, I haye wrote to 
** | : general 
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Ge r eee Wuged ic Albany 
could be ſpared for ele troops, as general Meng 

al d che hr 45 under bis Tommäud at — 
4 h cap! Be ik whit be of infhite Wervide and bo time 
houly 1 11 öh bag chants Mb Grp 
Fn | Forming g the” Vegierind for che fie eftabiſſmient, 7 
25 t bit ep to appoint the oicers, detadtied under 
Stone! Arnöid, te cdtnkiiffiotis 4% them. Their abſence ar 
piete gr is ef Very great denümbak to die -fevvice;” dpechlh 
in recruiting: I woullf therefore Wiſti; if the Oongrefh intend 
rang troops it of Þr*Cinida, thit they could be taken in 
ter. The ſooner I have their Giro of "this" tratter "che 
better, that if they can be co "in Gums, Tim 
2ppoint öficers Here ts fepiace chem. / 414 
Incloſed you have a cop of. a. repreſentation ſent me to by 

the legiſlative hody of ana province, reſpecting four com 
ribs Rationed at Brainttee, Weymouth, and Hingham. As 
hey were deter ketztmented, aud Wers"dbing/ duty tt a dif- 
tance rom the re ſt of the rmy, Tdid not know whether to 
e6ifider them às'à part of it; nor do I think myfelf autho- 
nlfed to direkt Payment for them without the nee of 
Congteſs. men ens trols mem S041. tu tg 10 10 
„It kas been fepreſented ye nie cbt ce free negroes who 
Hape ſerveck zn tis army 2 
difcarded. "As kt is to be apprechended chat they lay feel 
employ in the mihiftefial army, 1 babe prefumed ig depart 
from the refolution felpecting theft, and have given Hicence 
for their being ennſtedl. If thib"3s We ee 3 'Oon- 
fit, CM für « h do Bhaal ai M 77 
„„I muſt vemark that the pay of hes ati en; 
gineets is ſo very mall, chat wwe cannot expect men of 
ſcience will engage in it“ Thoſe gentlemen, Who ate in 
that ſtation; remained under the expeQation that an addi- 
tional allowance would be made them by the reſpective pro- 
vinitey in Which W to that allowed by the 
, ehen 1 v3, n 14 3 - $61) 4 
Wiebe udesg this dy at vamp From c 
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He left Quebec te mentgefounth. ul in eee 
general, Carletoy's proclamation , aye be 
ſend. hn Lexewith,; He fawe. — . the. twepty 
6athy and; ſays that he WN joined. at Fqint-a-tremble by ge- 
neral Montgomery, the firſt inſtant ;—that they. were ag 

wo thouſand ſtrang, and were making fyery * | 
far, ,ajtacking Qugbec 37pthat general» Carleton bad with 
hin bout "twelve hundred men, the majority of ,whow 
are Hallers jrrethat in Was his- Opinion, dle French, would give 
up the, plgee if ther ger the, ſame, conditions! grauted to, the 
inhabitants of Montreal. N Sap Dn ms cad by 
Captains Semple,,and. ;Harbelan take; under their 


Mr. Kirkland. *. e Mache ws and Mr. b 


by lord Dunmore, ord was ſending them to Boſton, — 


hence there is little doubt but they would be forwarded to 
England, to which place I am credibly informed captain 
Maztindale and the:crey. of the, Waſhington! are ſent y alſo 
colopel Allen, and the priſoners, taken ift him in Canada, 
This may sccoumt for geyeral Howe's filence. on the ſubja 
of an exchange. of priſoners, mentioned in my letter to him. 

General Lee is juſt zerurned ſpom his excurſian to Rhode- 
Ifpnd z «he has pointed out the beſt. method the idand wopld 


admit of a ita defence. he has endearored all in his poyer 
to make friends of thoſe that were our enemies. Lou have, 


incloſed, a ſpecimen of his abilities in that way, for your 
peruſal... Lam of opinion chat, if the ſame plan was Purſged 
through. every provioge, it would have a, very. good effect, 
— long had it on my mind to mention to Congreſs 
e "applications | had been mage to me reer 
= chaplains* pays which is too ſmall to encourage men A 
abilities: x dome of them, who have. left their flocks, 2 
obliged. to. pay the parſon acting for them more chan che 
regeiye. I] need not poigt, out che great utility of ene 
whoſe lives and: converſation - are unexceptionable, being em- 
ployed for that ſervice in this army. There are two ways 
3 worth Mit As of ſuch : one is an - 


vancement 


GrntkAt WASH ron · 


Yo 


vaticement of their pay; che other, Wat bne chaplain by 


appointed to two regitnehts. Thie Rt, 1 think, may be 
done without inconvenlence.—I beg leave to recommend 
this mauer tu Coatzels whoſe ſeating Herodn F Ran in. 


patiently expect. Anf NIN, N ol 
Opon a farther converfation with captain Freeman, he is 
of opinſon that general Montgomery has with him near 
three thoufand men, including colotiel Arnold's. He ſays 
that lord Pitt had received repeated orders from his father 
to return home ; in conſequence of which, he had embark- 
ed, ſome time in October, 2 yprtenr 
maſter of a veſſel belonging to Philadelphia.” 4 ag 0 
By i number of flutes i Reden arbor yet Tfancy 
Am Shuldham 10 nee ———— _ 
coming in. rer omnu d hun 
'Ourenlinen now aount n ina thouſand bebe 
and fifty. a 1 2 
Tboſe gentlemen, who were made ptifsiiers by lord Dun- 
re, being leſt deſtitute of money and neceſſaries, I have 
ihe them a hundred pounds lawful' money belonging 
to the public, for which 1 have taken captain Mathe ws's 
draught bn the treaſiry of i, ann. 
I have the honor to be, Kc. 09 an 8. W. 
Pu. You have, incloſed, the returns of the army: 
TALES 4 ND 700 lll 10 £70 ir 2814 
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Sin; ren Cambridge | A January 4, 1976. 

SINE my laſt of the thirty-firlt ultimo, I have been 
honored with your favor of the twenty-ſecond, incloſing 
ſundry reſolves, which ſhall, in Manters "they es, de 
made be rule of my conduc r. we 

The reſolution relative to the troops in Boſtoit, I beg the 
| favor of you, fir, ta aſſure Congreſs, ſhall be attemptecł to be 
pur in execution the firſt moment I ſee a- robability of ſuc- 
ceſs, and in ſuch a way as a council of officers ſhall think 
molt likely to produce it: but if this ſhould not happen as 


Toon as you may expe or my wiſhes prompt to 9 


Sk rr xr. EI EE 
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mat Congreſe will be pleaſed to advert to my ſituation, and 
want of inelinatꝭom, are the cauſe of delay. 
It is not in the pages of hiſtory perhaps to ſurniſh a eaſe | 

Ike" dure to maintain a poſt within muſket-ſhot. of the 
enemy, for fix months together, without“ „ and at tha 


thab diſtance of twenty- odd Britiſh regiments, is more, pro- 
bably than ever was attempted. But if we ſucceed as well 
in the laſt, as we have heretofore av; wha 
it me moſt ſortunate event of my whole life. G0. 
By a very intelligent gentleman, a Mr. Hutchinſon ** 
Boſton, I learn, that it was admiral Shuldham that came 
into the harbor on ſaturday laſt ;— that two of the ſive regi- 
ments from Cork are arrived at Halifax two others have 
failed for Quebec; but what was become of them, could 
not be told: and the other (the fifty- fifth) has juſt got 
into Boſton · ¶ Certain it is alſa, that the greateſt part of the 
ſeventeenth; regiment is arrived there. Whether we are to 
conclude from hence that more than ſive regiments have been 
ſent out, or that the companies of the ſeventeenth, arrived 
at Boſton, are part of the regiments deſtined for Halifax and 
Quebec, I know not. 

We alſo learn from this gentleman and others, that che 
troops, embarked for Halifax (as mentioned in my letter of 
the ſixteenth) were really deſigned: for that place, but recall · 
ed from Nantaiket road, upon advice being received of the 
above regiments there. I am alſo: informed of a fleet now 
getting read under the convoy of the Scarborough and Fowey 
men- og ar conſiſting of five tranſporta and two bomb veſ- 
ſels, with about three hundred: marines, and ſeveral flat - bot- 
tom bozts.. It is whiſpered that. they are- deſigned: ſor 
Newport, but generally thought in Boſton that it is meant 
for Long -Iland: and it is probahle it will-be WGowed: by 


* Leji Blank ; in the original to guard again N danger of 
miſcarriage. — Read, * without powder. _ 
F4 ; more 


„ GENERAL! WASHING TONS 


more troops, a8. the other tranſports are taking in Water, 
to lie, as others ſay, in Nantaſlet road, to be out af the 
ice. A large quantity of biſcuit is alſo baking. 
„Ass the real deſign cannot with certaintg be known, I 
fubmit it, with all due deference, to the ſuperior judgment 
of Congreſs, whether it would nat be conſiſtent vith pru · 
dene. to have ſome of: the Jerſey. troops thrown into New - 
York, to prevent an evil which would be almoſt irremedia- 
ble, ſhould it happen, mean, the landing of troops at 
that place, or upon Long-Iſland new Shel was Bull 
As it. is poſſible you, may not yet hays received. his mar 
jeſtyls c m grptions!? ſpeech, I do myſelf the honor to in- 
eloſe one of many, which were ſent gut of Boſton yeſterday, 
It is ſull of * 15 Z-a0d explicitly; holds forth his royal will 
to be, that vigorous meaſures muſt be purſued, to deprive 
us of gur , . Theſe meaſures, whateyer they be, | 
bope will be dppoked by more vigorous: ones, and rendered 
_vnavailingand:fruitleſs, though ſanctioned and authoriſed by 
the name of nizzeſty,—a name, Which r 
bleilings — nen hn 
nne 4 ust oft tncin ng} . w. 
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_ + EVERY. chunt I have out of Boſton«confirms. the 
eee mentioned in my laſt, which, from the 
ſeaſons of the ve unſl ocker circumſtances, muſt. be deſtined 
for ſome cxpeditivn 10 the ſouthward of this. I have there- 
fore thought it prudent to ſend. me to New- 
Tork. I have given him letters recom: to go- 
vernor Trumbul, and to the committee of ſafety at New- 
York, ' I have gond hopes chat in Connecticut he will get 
many volunteers; who (I have ſome reaſon to think) wall ac- 
company him om this expedition, without more eꝝpenſe to 
the gontinent chan their, maintenance. | But ſpould it be 
gtherwiſe, and 1 they howld expect * I think it is 2 


07a | y A rrifling 
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der the command of major Knoulton, were ordered to go 


or ICI AI. LETTERS: 3 


triſling conſideration, when put in competition with the im- 
poitahce of the objoyrwhich is to put the city of Ne- 
as mn him hall ſeem proper, in that ſtate of defence, which 
the ſaaſom of the year, and circumſtances will admit gf, - ſa 
an iß poſſihle cdi pręyent the enemy from forming a lodges 
mens in that gavernment, which, I am afraid, contaims to 
many: perſons diſaſſected to the cauſe of liberty and Ame» 
tea I have alſe wrote to lord Stirling to give him all the 
aſſiſtanee that he can with the troops under his command 
in che continental ſexvice, provided it does not interſere With 
any orders he may receive from Congrels relative tg, them. 

hops the Congreſs will approve of my conduct in ſend- 
ing general eg; u this expedition: I am ſure I mean 
it well z a0 erperience teaches us that it is much eaſier, to 
prevent an enemy from poſting themſelves, than *h¹. 
jodge them after.they have got poſſeſſion. Wed f 
The erening of the eighth —— more 


and burn ſome honſes which lay at the foot of Bunker's hill, 
and at the head of, Charleſtown. They were alſo ordered to 
bring off the guard, which, we expected, conſiſted of an of - 
ficer and thirty men. They croſſed the mill dam about half 
after eight q'clock,. and gallantly executed their buſineſs, + 
having burned eight houſes, and brought with them a ſer- 
geant and foug privates of the tenth. regiment. . There was 
but one man more there, who making ſome reſiſtance, they 
were obliged to diſpatch. The gun that killed him was the 
only! one diſcharged by our men, though ſeveral hundred 
were ſited by the enemy from within their works, but in ſo 
confuſed a manner, that not one of our people was hurt. 
Our enliſtments go on very heavily. | | 3, 
Lam, with great reſpeGy Ke. G. W. 
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tut act: unten „hct i ne, u Hoe 1805 Jank. 7 
: 8. 7213-923" 1 *  Candridge, Jan. 14, 176. 
IAM — rhach am under the neceſſity 
| of applying to you, and calling the uttention of Oongreſs to 
the ſtate of our arms, which is truly alurting. Upon the 
diſſolution of the old army, I was apprehenſive that the 
new would be deficient in this inſtance: and; that thei want 
might be as inconſiderable as poffible, I Five it out in orders, 
that the arms of fuch men as did not re. enliſt (or fuch of 
them as were good) ſhould be retained at the prices which 
| Hhould be affixed by perſons appointed to inſpect and value 
them: and, that we might be ſure of them, I added that there 
would be a ſtoppage of pay for the months of November and 
December, from thoſe who ſhould carry theit-firelocks away 
without their being firſt examined. F hoped; by theſe pte- 
cautions, to have procured a conſiderable number: but; fir, 
I find with much concern, that, from the badneſs of ihe 
arms, and the diſobedience of too many in bearing them off 
Without a previous inſpection, —yery few were collected. 
Neither are we to expect that many will be brought in by 
tlie new recruits, the officers, who are out enliſting, having 

reported that few men who have arms wil engage in the ſer- 
vice; and that they are under the diſagreeable alternative of 
taking men without arms, or of getting none. Unhappy 
ſituation, and much to be deplored —eſpecially when we 
have every reaſon to convince us, that we have to contend 
with à formidable army, well provided of every neeefſary 3 
and that there will de 2 moſt vigorous exertion of miniſte- 
rial vengeance againſt us; as ſoon as they think themſelves 
in à contlition for it. I hope it is in the power of Congreſs 
to afford us W it is not, wh b 1 
. ? ran 

Our treaſury is almoſt 4 alias and eee int 
it very conſiderable. A conſtant ſupply of money, to anſwer 
every claim and exigency, would much promote the good 


of the ſervice. In the common affairs of life, it is uſeſul: 
129 in 


© OFFICIAL. VET TERS” „ 
in war, it is abſolutely neceſſary and eſſential, 1 would beg | 
Lade, too, to remind you of the tents, and of their immport- 


ance, hoping chat if an opportunity has offered, you have 


them. I fear that our army will not be raiſed to 
the new eſtabliſhment in any reaſonable time, if ever: the 
r ume mee that it almoſt. r at an 
ende! ert e H 
G2 — eee — 
received certain intelligence from a Mr, Hutchinſon and 
others, that two of the five regiments from Cork were ar- 
rived/at Halifax, one at Boſton, and the two others had fail - 
ed for Quebec, and had not been heard of. I am now aſſured 
{#5 a matter to be relied on) by four captains of ſhips, who 
left England about the ſecond of November, and who ap- 
pear to de men of veracity, that the whole of theſe" regt. 
ſome time ago), when they ſailed, were at Milford Haven, 
where they had been obliged to put in, by a violent ſtorm, 
the nineteenth of October; that they would not be able to 
leave it for a conſiderable time, as they were under the ne- 
ceſſity of ' repairing their veſſels, and getting ſome new ones 
taken -up.—Such is the uncertainty and contradiction in 
„ Ns ut 8s} Bot pollen 40. FP: BEES 
believe or diſbelieve. | 

I wrote to the general court yeſterday, and ts the cagund 
tion'of New-Hampſhire, immediately upon ſeeing the great 
deficiency in our arms,—praying that they would intereſt 
themſelves in the matter, and furniſh me with all in their 
power, Whether I ſhall get any, or what quantity, I can 
not determine, not having received their anſwers. The 
ſume application will be made to the e ee of _ 
necticut and Rhode-Aſland. | 

I'do myſelf the honor to ſend you davkey morning? | 
received from the above-mentloned captains, as thty may be 
later than any you have ſeen, and contain ſome intereſting 
intelligence, —I have the honor to be, & 8. W. 


L Sin, 
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not only informed (you;of the fall of the brave and-auch- 
$6-beJamented general Montgomery, but of the ſituation of 
our affairs in Canada (as related by genetal Wooſter, colonel 
Arnold, colonel Campbell, and others), I ſhall not take up 
much more of your / time on chis ſubject, than is neceſſary to 
ineloſe you a copy of his letter to me, with the reſult there- 
on, as appears byghe council of war, which I immedistoly 


ſummoned on the oceaſion, and at which Mr. Adams, by my 


particular dere, was good enough to attend. - u 18 -t4 
lt may appear ſtrange, fir, as I had not men to ſpare from 


dhe le lines, that I ſhould preſume (Wirhout firſt. ſending to 


Congreſs, and obtaining an expreſs direction) to recommend 
to the governments of Maſſachuſetts, Connecticut, and 
New+Hampſhize, to raiſe each a regiment, on the continental 
account, for this, ſeryice. I iſh. moſt ardently that the ur- 
ceney of the caſg,would, have admitted: f the delay, I wiſh 
alſo that the puxport, of general Schuyier's letter had not, 
unavoidably as it were, laid me under an Indiſpenſable li- 
gation to do it bor having informed yon in his, letter oh 
copy of which he ingloſed me) af his. dependence pn, this 


quarter, for men, I thought you might alſo have, ſome re- 


Lance on my exertions. This conſideration, added to my 
fears of the fatal conſequences of delay to an information 
ol your haying deſignzd three thouſand men for Canada, to a 
belief, founded chieſſy on general Schuyler? s letters, that few 
or none; of them were raiſed, — and to my apprehenſions for 
MNew-Y ork, which led me to think that no troops could be 
ſpareck ſrom that quarter, — induced me to loſe not a mo- 
ment's time in throwing in a force" there; being well aſ- 
ſured that general, Carleton, will improve to the utmoſt the 
advanzagep -gainedi, leaving no artißces untried, to. fix the 
Canadians and Indigns,(who, we: fad, Nan e 


to takx part with cheekrongeſt) ieee. rag 
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If theſe reaſons are not ſufficient to juſtify my conduct 
in ine Upimon of Cotipreſs,—if the meaſure contrafthes 
any reſolution” df: theirs, they will 'pleaſe ter cdõuntermand 
ble; und de me the juſtice to believe that my inte tions 
vere good if my judgment has erred. „ e Seni 
The Congreſs will pleaſe alſo to. obſervo/ that the men; 
ſut6 of: ſupporting! our polts in Cana ds appeseũ of ſuelvex- 
ing wich me in ſentiment, and unwilling t hy àuy burden 
which en poſſibly be avoided, although it may tun bat 
an Ictimed piece of parſimony) have reſobved that de three 
regiments for Cunada ſhall-b& part. of the thirteen militiu v 
giments'which were tequeſted to remforce this army. as aps! 
peur by the minutes of another council of war, held om the 
fxteemk inſtumt. I ſhall (being much hurried and fatigued) 
add no more im this letter, than my duty to Congreſeq and 
that IT have the hofor en bez. Se. 5 1 0 
PV. 8. 1 — 4 jou a copy of 1 my letter to che gov u. 
ments ol Maſſachuſetts, Connefticut, and New-Hamp Are; 
alſo a copy of a relolution of this © colony, in in | anſwer t wal 


8 . of mine for arms. 
e writing the above, ! have been info med by a 2 meſ- 


SEILTE 


155 reſolved upon the Taifing of 2 regiment for Canada, 
and appointed the field "officers for it, in the weſtern parts 
of this. government. am alfo informed þy expreſs from 
governor Trumbull, that he, and his council of fafety had 
agreed upon the raiſing of '; a regiment for the ſame pur- 
poſe. which was anticipating my application to that x —— 
ment. 

If commiſſions (and they are applied for) are to be given 
by Congreſs to the three regiments going to Canada, you | 
will pleaſe to have them forwarded, as 1 hare | none by me 
for that purpoſe. | 
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Dna 8 being at length Crecoturcd. 
from a long and painfub illneſs, I have it in my power to 
comply with the requiſition of Congreſs, in forwarding an 
eſtimate of the * eee es alſo that of 
the quarter maſter- general. 
. You will pleaſe to obſerve has the Arete by his a- 
count of the matter, has entered into no ſpecial agreement 
Vith any of the perſous he has found oecaſion to employ 
las thoſe, to whoſe names ſums are annexed; are of their. 
own ſixing), but leſt it to Congreſs to aſcertain; their wages. 
Lali ſay nothing therefore on this head, farther than relates 
| to; che propoſition of Mr. , 60 be allowed one 
eighth for his trouble and the delivery of the ocher ſeren 


3/4] eighths-of provibons,- which to me appeats exorbitant in the 


extreme, however conformable it may be to cuſtom and 
uldge+)I therefore think that -reaſonable ſtipends had better 
de fixed upon. Both the quarter-maſter and commiſlary ge- 
nerals aſſure, me that they do not employ a ſingle perſon uſe- 
125 and as 1 haye too good an opinion of them to think 
would deceive” me, 1 believe them. | 

I ſhall take the liberty, in this place, of — the 
expediency, indeed the abſolute neceſſity, of appointing ft 
and proper perſons to ſettle the accounts of this army. To 
do it with preciſion, requires time, care, and attention : the 
longer i it is left undone, the more intricate they will be, the 
more liable to error, and difficult to explain and rectify ;—as 
alſo the perſons in whoſe. hands they are (if diſpoſed to take 
undue advantage) will be leſs ſubje& to detection. I have 
been as attentive as the of my office would admit of, 
in gravting warrants fo@money on the paymaſter: but it 
would be abſolutely infſoſlible for me to go into an examin- 
ation of all the accdſſnts incident to this army. and the 
vouchers appertaining to them, without devoting | ſo latge a 
Perlen of my time id the buſineſs, as might not only prove 


e850 8 | ; injurious, 


E. M a „ e => is. 
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igjuriaps, but fatal 49. it in other, ręſpects. This ought, ip 
my humble: opinion, to be the particular buſineſs of a ſelect 
committee, of,,Qangreſs or one appointed by them, who, 
once in three; months at furtheſt, ſhould, make; a ſettlement 
with the-oficers in dhe different departments. 
Having met with no encouragement from the 
of Maſſachuſetts and New-Hampſhire, from my application 
ſor arms, and expecting no better from Connecticut and Rhode- 
Iſland, I have, as the laft expedient, ſent one or two officers 
from each regiment into the country, with money, tor try if 
they can buy. In what, manner. they er hath 
be informed. as ſoon as they return, mad 1 lun 

. Congreſs, in my: laſt, would Ane my bie r 
Rrengthening theſe hoes with the militia : but whether, —s 
the, weather, turns out. exceedingly mild, inſomuch as to 
promiſe, nothing favorable from ice, —and yo appearance of 
pov der. I ſhall be able to attempt any thing deciſive, time 
only can determine. No man upon earth wiſhes more ar- 
dently to deſtroy the neſt in Boſton, than I do: no perſon. 
would be willing to go greater lengths than I ſhall, to accom- 
Pliſh i it, if it mall be thought adviſable. But if we bave 
neither powder to. bombard. with, nor ice to paſs, on, we 


{hall he in no better ſᷣtuation than we have been in all the 


year >r>we ſhall he worſe, becauſe their works are ſtronger. 


L have accounts from Boſton, which I think may be re- 


lied on, that general Clinton, with about four or five hun- 
dred men, hath left that place within theſe four days. 
Whether this is part of the detachment which was making 
up (as mentioned in my letter of the fourth inſtant, and 


then at Nantaſket) or not, is not in my power ta ſay. If it 
is deſigned for New-York or Long-Iſland as ſome thünk, 


throwing a body of troops there may prove a fortunate cir- 


cumſtance. If they go farther fouth agreeable to the con- 


jectures of others, I hope there will be men to receive 
them, 
3 the * aſſertions of the four cap- 


tains 


——— 
ned it Boſton, and other trbops at Halifax," aprecable'to the 
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n Rem Portftnouth; Tnbticed E my Retter of che Wur- 
deenth, I am now convinced from Teveral®tortoboriting cir- 
cumſtances, <the accoutts of deſerters; ind of 2 Heutenam 
MIL, of lord Percy's regiment, who left Ireland tlie fifth of 
November, and was taken by a privatett om Newhiry. 
fifty⸗Aftk regiments rtl ar- 


information of Hutchinſen and otkters. Lieutenant Hill 
Fays that the — — two regiments ea were Force 
me tunen 0413-09123 hõνẽÜ AIRS: 


form them that I have dene nothing yet töbards ralitig the 
batallion of mirines:*but 1 Hope to ſtand exculpated from 
blame, when they hear the'reaſdH, which was, that Wieady 


Having twenty-ſix incbniplete Tepimetits, TYHibught it would 


be adding to an expenſe; already gteat, in officers, to ſet 
too entire corps of officers on foot, ben perhaps we Mould 
not add ten men a weck by it to our preſent numbers. In 
this opinion the general officers have concurred, which in- 
duced me to ſuſpend the matter a little longer, Our enliſt- 
ments, for the two laſt weeks; have not amounted to à thou- 
ſand men, and are diminiſhing. The regiment for Canada 
(it is thought) will ſoon be filled, as che men are to chuſe all 
but their field officers, who are appointed by the court. 

On ſunday evening, thirteen of the Caghnewaga Indians 
arrived here on a viſit.” I ſhall take care that they be ſo en- 
tertained during their ſtay, that they may return impreſſed 
with ſentiments of friendſhip for us, and alſo of our great 
ſtrength. One af chern is rr 3 ee 
with a viſit once before. ord, comet 

I have the honer to be, K. 0. v. 


1 
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Congreſs will think ind” a" Becke remiſs," feat; when Tin- 
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YOUR "(08 of the ſixth and twentieth inſtant 
I received yeſterday, with the ſeveral reſolves of Congreſs 
alluded to; for which I return you my thanks. 

Knowing the great importance Canada will be of to us in 
the preſent intereſting conteſt, and the relief our friends there 
ſtand in need of, I ſhould be happy, were it in my power to 
detach a batallion from this cam̃p: but it cannot be done. On 
the nineteenth inſtant, I had the honor to write to you, which 
will fully.convey the reſolutions of a council of war, and 
the. ſentiments of the general officers here, as to the pro- 
priety and expediency of ſending troops from theſe lines, 
for the defence of which we have been and now are obliged 
to call in the militia to which I beg leave to refer you. 
You may reſt aſſured that my endeavors and exertions 
ſhall not be wanting, to ſtimulate the governments of Con- 
necticut and New-Hampſhire to raiſe and forward rein- "2D 
foreements as faſt as pothblez nor in . other inſtance 
that will promote the expedition. 1 

I ſhall, in obedience to the order of Congreſs, 8 
terdicted by general Howe, propoſe an exchange of go- 
vernor Skene for, Mr. Lovell and family, and ſhall be happy 
to have an opportunity of putting this deſerving man (who 
has diſtinguiſhed his fidelity aud regard to his country to 
be too great for perſecution and cruelty to overcome) in any 
polt agreeable to his wiſhes and inclination. . a 

I do not know that there is any particular rank annexed 
to the office of aide-de-catnp. Generally they are captains, 
and rank as ſuch ; but higher rank is often given on ac- 
count of particular merit and particular circumſtances. — 
Aides to the king have the rank of colonels. Whether any 
diſtinction ſfiduld be made between thoſe of your command- 
ert in-chief and the other generals, I really know not: —1 
think there ought. 

You may rely that Conolly hd ioſtruQtions concealed i in 

Vor. I. G *© his 
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his ſaddle. Mr.“ * * who was one of lord Dunmore'z 
family, and another gentleman who wiſhes his name not to 
| be mentioned, ſaw them caſed in tin, put in the tree, and 
3 covered over. He probably has exchanged his ſaddle, ot 
withdrew the papers when it was mended, as you conjec- 
ture. Thoſe that have been diſcoyered are ſufficiently bad; 
but I doubt not of the others being worſe, and containing 
more diabolical and extenſive plans. I hope he will be taken 
proper care of, and meet with rewards equal to his merits. 
I ſhall appoint officers in the places of thoſe who are in 
Canada, as I am fully perſuaded they will wiſh to continue 
there, for making our conqueſt complete in that quarter.— 
T with their bravery and valor may be attended with the 
ſmiles of fortune. 

It gives me great pleaſure to hear of the meaſures Con- 
greſs are taking for manufacturing powder. I hope their 
endeavors will be crowned with ſucceſs. I too well know 
and regret the want of it. It is ſcarcely poſſible to deſcribe 

/ the diſadvantages an army muſt labor under, when not pro- 
\ vided with a ſufficient ſupply of this neceſſary. It may 
Teem ſtrange, that, after having received about eleven tons, 
added to about five tons which I found here, and no gens 
ral action has happened, we ſhould be ſo deficient in this 
article, and require more. But you will pleaſe to conſider, 
that, beſides its being in its nature ſubje to waſte, and 
(whilſt the men lay in bad tents) unavoidably damaged by 
ſevere and heavy rains (which could not have been prevented, 
unleſs it had been entirely withdrawn from the men, and an 
attack hazarded againſt us without ammunition in their 
hands) the armed veſſels, our own occaſional firings, and 
ſome ſmall ſupplies I have been obliged to afford the ſea- 
port towns threatened with deſtruction, to which may be 
added the fupply to the militia, and going off of the old a 
troops, —have occaſioned, and ever will, a large conſump- lo 
tion of it, and waſte, in ſpite of all the care in the world. _ 
The king's troops never have leſs than ſixty rounds a man if 
' 7. "Sh L in | 
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an army of twenty thouſand men in this manner, would take 
near four hundred barrels, allowing nothing for ſtores, ar- 
tillery, Kr. I have been always afraid to place more than 
twelve or fifteen rounds at a time in the hands of our men, 
leſt, any accident happening to it, we ſhould be left deſti« 
tute, and be undone. —I have been thus particular, not only 
to ſhew our poverty, Err | 
ſuſpicion of unneceſfary waſte. 

I ſhalt inform the ceymetter-general-of the reſolution of 


e 
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ways been regimented.—It was not my intention to replace 
with/ continental troops the independent companies at Hing- 
ham, Weymouth, and Braintree. Theſe places are expoſed, 
burr Gn Cope Rus, Beverly, Salem, Marblehead, 
&c, &c, &c. | 

Is it the-intention of Congreſs that the often hivaraty 
ſhould pay _ not exempted by the reſolve 
of the ninth inſtant. 

The Congreſs wil be pleaſed, I have no doubt, to recol- 
lect that the five hundred thouſand dollars, now coming, 
are but little more than enough to bring us up to the firſt 
day of this month; that to-morrow will be the laſt of it; 
and, by their reſolves, the troops are to be paid monthly. 

I with it was in my power to furniſh Congreſs with ſuch 
a general as they deſire, to ſend to Canada. Since the un- 
happy reverſe of our affairs in that quarter, general Schuyler 
has informed me, that, though' he had thoughts of declining 
the ſervice before, he would now act. My letter of the eleventh 
will inform them of general Lee's being at New-York. He 
will be ready to obey their orders, ſhould they incline to 
ſend” him: but, if I am not greatly deceived, hs or ſome 
other ſpirited able officer will be wanted there in the ſpring, 
= if not ſooner ; ; as we have undoubted intelligence that geno- 
4 8 ral 
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| purchaſe of the people, I greatly fear that but very fev 


Ia 4 


ral Clinton has failed with ſome troops. The reports of 
their number are various, from between four and five hun- 
dred to nineteen companies of grenadiers and light infantry, 
It is alſo imagined that the regiments, which were to fail 
the firſt of December, are intended for that place or Virgi- 
nia. General Putnam is a moſt valuable man, and a fine 
executive officer : but I do not know how he would conduct 
in a ſeparate department. He is a younger major-general 
than Mr. Schuyler, who, as I have obſerved, having deter- 
mined to continue in the ſervice, will, I expect, repair into 
Canada. A copy of my letter to him, on this and other 
ſubjects, I incloſe you, as it will explain my motives for not 
Ropping the regiments from theſe governments. N 

When captain Cockran arrives, I will give him every af- 
ſiſtance in my power, in obedience to the orders of Con- 
greſs: but I fear it will be the means of laying up our own 
veſſels, as theſe people will not bear the diſtinction. Should 
this be the conſequence, it will be highly prejudicial to us, 
as we ſometimes pick up their e and my 
continue to diſtreſs. them in this way. 1 

Laſt week captain Manly took a ſhip and a brig honed to 


Boſton from Whitehaven, with coals chiefly, and ſome po- 


tatoes, for the army.— I have, for his great vigilance and in- 
duſtry, appointed him commodore of our little ſquadron); 


and he now hoiſts his flag on board the ſchooner Hancock. 


I congratulate you upon the recovery of Smith, and am 
exceedingly glad to hear of the meaſures Congreſs are taking 
for the general defence of the continent. 'The clouds thick- 
en faſt: here they will burſt, I know not: but we ſhould 
be armed at all points. 

I have not ſucceeded in my applications to theſe govern- 
ments for arms. They have returned for anſwer, that they 
cannot furniſh any. Whether I ſhall be more lucky in the 


laſt reſource left me in this quarter, I cannot determine, 


having not received returns from the officers ſent out to 


will 


OS 
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r as they, are exceedingly ſcarce” 


and but a ſmall part of what there are, fit for ſervice.— 


: 


The quarter · maſter-· general has juſt received from gene- 
ral Schuyler clothing for the ſoldiery, amounting to about 


ſeyenteen hundred pounds York currency, It has come very 


ſeaſonably, as they are in great want, and will * 

a little to their relief. 

Since writing the 1 — * A ate 
that nothing had been found in the tree of Conally's fad- 
he told me there had been a miſtake in the matter; chat 

the inſtru&tions were artfully concealed on the two pieces 

of. wood which are on the mail- pillion of his portmanteau- 
ſaddle ; that, by order of lord Dunmore, he ſaw them con- 
tired for the purpoſe, the papers put in, and firſt covered 
with tin, and over that with a waxed canvas cloth. —He is 

ſo exceedingly. pointed and clear in his information, that I 

have no doubt of its being true. I could wiſh them to be 

diſcovered, as I think they contain ſome curious and extra · 

ordinary plans. f 

In my letter of the twenty fourth intent, 1 mentioned the 
arrival of thirteen of our Caghnewaga friends. They ha- 
nored me with a talk to- day, as did three of the tribes of the 
St. John's and. Paſmiquoddi Indians ;—copies of which I 
beg leave to incloſe you.— I ſhall write to general Schuyler 
reſpecting the tender of ſeryice made by the former, and not 
to call for their aſſiſtance, unleſs he ſhall at any time want 
it, or be under the neceſſity of doing it to prevent their 
taking the ſide of our enemies. 

J had the honor of writing you on the nineteenth of No. 
vember, and then I informed you of having engaged two 
perſons to go to Nova-Scotia on the buſineſs recommended 
in your letter of the tenth; and alſo that the ſtate of the 
army would not then admit of a ſufficient force being ſent, | 
for carrying into execution the views of Congreſs reſpeck- 
ing the dock-yards, &c— would now beg leave to 


* 9 2 


When they make their report, you ſhall be informed. 3 
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mention, that, if the perſons, ſent for information; ſhould 
report favorably of the expediency and practicability of the 
meaſure, it will not be in my power to detach any men from 
theſe lines: the ſituation of our affairs will not allow it —] 
think it would be adviſable to raiſe them in the eaſtern 
parts of this government. If it is attempted, it muſt be by 
people from the country.—A colonel O and 4 captain 
* „ have been with me :—they think the men neceſſary 
may be eaſily engaged there, and the meaſure prafticable :— 
provided there are not more thin two hundred Britiſh troops 
at Halifax, theyare willing and ready to embark in the matter, 
| upon the terms mentioned in their plan, which J incloſe 
you. I would wiſh you to advert to the conſiderations in- 
ducing them to the expedition, as IJ am not without appre- 
henſion, ſhould it be undertaken upon their plan, that the 
innocent and guilty will be involved in one common ruin.— 
I preſume they do not expect to receive more than the five 
or ten thouſand pounds mentioned in their ſcheme, and to 
be at every expenſe, If we had men to ſpare, it might be 
undertaken for leſs than either, I conceive.—Perhaps, if 
Congreſs do not adopt their propoſition, they will undertake 
to raiſe men for that particular purpoſe, who may be dif. 
banded as ſoon as it is effected, and upon the ſame terms 
that are allowed the continental troops in general. —What- 
ever may be the determination of Congreſs upon the ſubject, 
you will pleaſe to communicate it to me immediately: for 
the ſeaſon moſt favorable for the enterpriſe is advancing 
faſt ; and we may expect in the fpring, that there will be 
more troops there, and the meaſure be more difficult to exe- 
cute.—I have the honor to be, &c. G. W, 


Sin, © © Ctembridge, Feb. g, 1916. 
| THE purport of this letter will be directed to a ſingle 
object through you, I mean to lay it before Congreſs; 
and—at the ſame time that J beg their ſerious attention to 
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the ſubject, to aſk pardon for intruding an opinion, nat 
r 
ſolves. d 

The Aiteniloges! attending he limited enliiment of 
troops are too apparent to thoſe who are eye · witneſſes of 
them, to render any animadverfions neceſſary: but to gen- 
tlemen at a diſtance, whoſe attention is engroſſed by a thou- 
ſand important objects, the caſe may be otherwiſe. a 

hilt this' cauſe- precipitated the fate. of the. brare and 
much-to-be-lamented general Montgomery, and brought on 
the defeat which followed thereupon, I have not the moſt 
diſtant” doubt :—for, had he not been apprehenſive of the 
troops leaving him at ſo important a criſia, but continued 
the blockade of Quebec, a capitulation (from the beſt ac- 
counts I have been able to collect) muſt inevitably have fol- 
lowed. - And that we were not at one time obliged to diſ- 
pute theſe lines under diſadvantageous circumſtances (pro- 
ceeding from the ſame cauſe, to wit, the troops diſbanding 
of themſelves before the militia could be got in), is to me a 
matter of wonder and aſtoniſhment ; and proves that gene- 
ral Howe was either unacquainted with our ſituation, or 
reſtrained by his inſtructions from putting any thing to a 
hazard till his reinforcements ſhould arrive. 

The inſtance of general Montgomery (I mention it, be- 
cauſe it is a ſtriking one z—for a number of others might 
be adduced) —proves, that, inſtead of having men to take 
advantage of circumſtances, you are in a manner compelled, 
right or wrong, to make circumſtances yield to a ſecondary 
conſideration. Since the firſt of December, I have been de- 
viling every means in my power to ſecure theſe encamp- 
ments; and, though I am ſenfible that we never have, ſince 
that period, been able to act upon the offenſive, and at times 
not in a condition to defend, yet the coſt of marching home 


one ſet of men, —bringing in another, the havoc and waſte 


occaſioned by the firſt, the repairs neceſſary for the ſecond, 


—vwith a thouſand incidental charges and inconveniences 
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which haverariſen, und which! it is ſcarce poſſible either to 
recollect or deſeribe, amount to near as much, as the keep. 
ing up a reſpectable body of troops the whole time, ready 
for any emergency, would have done.— To this may be 
added, that you never can have a well - diſciplined army. 
To bring men well acquainted with the duties of a ſoldier, 


requires time. To bring them under proper diſcipline and 


ſubordination, not only requires time, but is a work of great 
difficulty, and; in this army where there is ſo little diſtinc- 
tion between the officers and ſoldiers, requires an un- 
common degree of attention. To expect then the ſame 
ſervice from raw and undifciplined recruits as from veteran 
ſoldiers, is to expect what never did and perhaps never will 
happen. Men who are familiariſed to danger meet it with- 
out ſhrinking y whereas thoſe who: have never ſeen ſervice 
often apprehend danger where no danger is. Three things 
prompt men to a regular diſcharge of their duty in time of 
action, — natural bravery, — hope of reward, — and fear of 
puniſhment. The two firſt are common to the untutored 
and the diſciplined ſoldier: but the latter moſt obviouſly 
diſtinguiſhes the one from the other. A coward, when 
taught to believe, that, if he breaks his ranks and abandons 
his colors, he will be puniſhed with death by his own 
party,—will take his chance againſt the enemy ; but a man 
who thinks little of the one, and is fearful of the other, acts 
from preſent feelings, regardleſs of conſequences. 

Again, men of à day's ſtanding will not look forward: 
and from experience we find, that, as the time approaches 
for their diſcharge, they grow careleſs of their arms, ammu- 
nition, camp utenfils, &c. Nay even the barracks them- 
ſelves have felt uncommon marks of wanton depredation, 
and lay us under freſh trouble and additional expenſe in 
providing for every freſh ſet, hen we ſind it next to im- 
poſſible to -procure ſuch articles as are abſalutely neceſſary 
in the firſt inſtance.” - To this may be added the ſeaſoning 
you new recruits muſt Ne. to a camp, and the loſs con- 

ſequent 
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ſequent thereupon... But this is not all, Men, engaged for 
a ſhort limited time only, have the officers too much in their 
for to obtain a degree of popularity in order to in- 
duce 3 ſecond: enliſtment, a kind of familiarity takes place, 
whicty brings on a relaxation of diſcipline, unlicenſed fur- 
loughs, and other indulgences incompatible with order and 
good government; by which means, the latter part of the 
time ſor which the ſoldier was engaged is ſpent in undoing 
what/you were aiming to inculcate in the firſt, 

Jo go into an enumeration of all the evils we have expe» 
ae in this late great change of the army, and the ex · 
penſes incidental to it, —to ſay nothing of the hazard we 
have run, and muſt run, between the diſcharging of one 
army and enliſtment of another, unleſs an enormous ex- 
penſe of militia is incurred, - would greatly exceed the 
bounds of a letter. What I have already taken the liberty 
of ſaying will ſerve to convey a general idea of the matter; 
and therefore I ſhall, with all due deference, take the free- 
dom to give it as my opinion, that, if the Congreſs have 


any reaſon. to believe that there will be occaſion for troops 
another year, and conſequently of another enliſtment, they 

would fave money, and have infinitely better troops, if they 
. were, even at a bounty of twenty, thirty, or more dollars, to 
engage the men already enliſted (till January next), and ſuch | 


others as may be wanted to complete the eſtabliſhment, for 
and during the war, I will not undertake to ſay that the 
men can be had upon theſe terms: but I am ſatisfied that ir 
will never do, to let the matter alone, as it was laſt year, 
till the-time of ſeryice was near expiring. The hazard is 
too great in the firſt place: in the next, the trouble and 
pgrplexity of diſbanding one army and raiſing another at the 
ſame inſtant, and in ſuch a critical ſituation as the laſt was, 
is ſcarcely in the power of words to deſcribe, and ſuch as 
no man, who has experienced it once, will ever undergo. 
again, 

If Congreſs ſhould differ from me in ſentiment upon this 
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point, T have only to beg that they will do me che juſtice to 
believe, that I have nothing more im view than what to me 
appears neceſſary to advance the public weal, although in the 


firſt inſtance it will be attended with x capital expenſe ;— 
boos eter eee W bun 


l Sin, | | , Cambridge, Feb. 9, 1776. 

IN compliance with the reſolves of Congreſs, I have 
applied to general Howe for the exchange of Mr. Lovell. A 
copy of my letter, and his 125 cheredb, you rag in- 
cloſed. e 

Captain Watters and dana Yate! who conimand two 
of the armed ſchooners, have taken and ſent into Glocefter a 
large brigantine, laden with wood, a hundred and fifty butts 
for water, and forty ſuits of bedding, bound from La Have 

in Nova-Scotia, for Boſton. She is one of the tranſports in 

the miniſterial ſervice. The captain ſays that he was at Ha- 
lifax, the ſeventeenth of January, and that general Maſſey 
was arrived there with two regiments from Ireland. 

The different prizes were all libelled immediately on the 
receipt of the reſolves of Congreſs pointing out the mode; but 
none of them yet brought to trial, owing to a difference be- 
tween the law paſſed in this province, and the reſolutions of 
Congreſs. The general court are making an amendment to 
their law, by which the difficulties that now occur will be 
removed, as I underſtand it is to be made conformable to 
© your reſolves. The unavoidable delay attending the 'bring- 
ing the captures to trial is grievouſly complained of by the 
maſters of theſe veſſels, as well as the captors. Many of the 
former have applied-for liberty to go away without waiting 
the decifion,—which I have granted them. | 

I beg leave to recall the attention of Congreſs to their ap- 
pointing a commiſiary in theſe parts, to attend the providing 
of neceſſaries for the. priſoners who are diſperſed in tlieſe 
provinces. Complaints are made by ſome of them, that they 


arc 
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are in want of bedding and many other things. As L un- 
derſtand that Mr. Franks has undertaken that buſineſs, I 
wiſh he was ordered to ſend a deputy immediately to ſee that 
the priſoners get what is allowed them by Congreſs ; alſo to 
ſupply the officers with money as they may have ay 
It would ſave me much time and much trouble. 

There are yet but ſew companies of the militia come in. 
This delay will, I am much afraid, fruſtrate the intention 
of their being called upon, as the ſeaſon is a ewe 1 

when they may be of ſervice. 

The demands of the army were ſo very preſſing before 
your laſt remittance came to hand, that I was under the ne» 
ceſſity of borrowing twenty-five thouſand pounds lawful mo- 
ney from this province. They very cheerfully lent it, and 
paſſed a vote for as much more, if required. 1 have not 
repaid the ſum borrowed, as I may ſtand in need of it before 
the arrival of another ſupply, which the demands of the 
commiſſary-general, quartermaſter-general, and paying off 
the arrearages, will very ſoon require. 

Your eſteemed favor of the twenty-ninth ultimo is juſt 
come to hand. It makes me very happy to find my con- 
duct hath met the approbation of Congreſs. I am entirely 
of your opinion, that, ſhould an accommodation take place, 
the terms will be ſevere or favorable in proportion to our 
ability to refiſt, and that we ought to be on a reſpectable 
footing to receive their armaments in the ſpring. But how 
far we ſhall be provided with the means, is a matter I pro- 
feſs not to know, under my preſent unhappy want of arms, 
ammunition, and, I may add, men, —as our regiments are 
very incomplete. The recruiting goes on very flow, and 
will, I apprehend, be more fo, if for other ſervice the men 
receive a bounty, and none is given here. 

T have tried every method I could think of, to procure 
arms for our men. They really are not to be had in theſe 
governments (belonging to the public); and if ſome method 
is not fallen upon, in the ſouthern governments, to ſuppiy 

us, 
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us, we ſhall be in a diſtreſſed ſituation for want of them. 
There are near two thouſand men now in camp without fire- 
locks, —I have wrote to the committee of New-York this 
day, requeſting them to ſend me thoſe arms which were 
taken from the diſaffected in that government. The Con- 
greſs intereſting themſelves in this requeſt will doubtleſs have 
a good effect. I have ſent oſſicers. into the country, with 
money to purchaſe arms in the different towns. Some have 
returned, and brought in a few: many are {till out ;—what 
their ſucceſs will be, I cannot determine. 

I 'was in great hopes that the expreſſes, reſolved to be 
eſtabliſhed between this place and Philadelphia, would ere 
now have been fixed. | It would, in my opinion, rather fave 
than increaſe the expenſe ;z as many horſes. are deſtroyed by 
one man coming the whole way. It will. certainly be more 
_ expeditious, and ſafer, than writing by the poſt or private 
hands, which I am often under the neceſſity of doing. 

. | am, with great reſpect, &c. a | G. W. 


: — — 
818, Cambridge, Feb. 9, 1776, 


I BEG leave to inform you, at the requeſt of the 
committee of pay-table of the colony of Connecticut, that 
I have not advanced, to any of the regiments from that go- 
vernment, any money except the ſum of ſeven thouſand 
one hundred and ſeventy-two dollars and one-ninth on the 
twentieth of November laſt to major general Putnam, for 
the thirty-ſourth regiment under his command. I ſhould 
have paid them in the ſame manner I did the reſt. of the 
army, had I not been prevented by the colonels, who ex- 
preſſed their inclination to receive the whole at once upon 
their return home at the expiration of ſervice, as was cuſto- 
mary in their colony. For this reaſon, I never included 
them in my eſtimates of money, and have made no proviſion 
for their payment, always imagining that whatever payments 

the colony made them, Congreſs would apply to their credit 


in 
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in the general account againſt mm or re· 


fund upon application. * | 
rern | | G. W. 
Sin, | — 1. e Feb. 14, 1776. 


95 THROUGH | you, I beg leave to lay before Con- 
greſs the incloſed letter from lord Drummond to general Ro- 
bertſon, which came to my-hands a few days ago in * 
to be ſent into Boſton. 

As I never heard of his lordſhip being veſted with power | 
to treat with Congreſs upon the ſubject of our grievances, 
nor of his having laid any propoſitions before them for an 
accommodation, I confeſs it ſurpriſed me much, and led me 
to form various conjectures of his motives, and intended ap- 
plication to general Howe and admiral Shuldham for a paſſ- 
port fox the ſafe- conduct of ſuch deputies as Congreſs might 
appoint for negotiating terms of reconciliation between Great 
Britain and us.—Whatever his intentions are, however be- 


_ nevolent his deſigns may be, I confeſs that his letter has em- 


barraſſed me much; and I am not without ſuſpicion of its 
meaning more than the generous purpoſes it profeſſes. I 


| ſhould ſuppoſe, that, if the mode for negotiation, which he 


points out, ſhould be adopted (which I hope will never be 
thought of), it ought to have been fixed and ſettled previous 
to any application of this ſort; and at beſt, that his conduct in 
this inſtance is premature and officious, and leading to con- 
ſequences of a fatal and injurious nature to the rights of this 
country, His zeal and deſire perhaps of an amicable and 
conſtitutional adjuſtment's taking place may have ſuggeſted 
and precipitated the meaſure. - Be that as it I thought 
it of too much. importance, to- ſuffer it to go in without 
having the expreſs direction of Congreſs for that purpoſe; 
and that it was my indiſpenſable duty to tranſmit them the 
original, n min 
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| Meſſrs. Willard and Child, who were ſent to-Nova-Seotia 
in purſuance of the reſolve of Congreſs, have juſt returned, 
and made their report, which I do .myſelf the honor to in- 
cloſe you. They have not anſwered the purpoſes of their 
commiſſion by any means, as they only went a little way into 
that country, and found their intelligence upon the informa- 
tion of others. You will ſee the reaſons they aflign in ex- 
euſe or juſtification of their conduct, in the report itſelf. 

+ Laſt night a party of regulars, ſaid to be about five hun- 
dred, landed on Dorcheſter neck, and burned ſome of the 

| houſes there, which were of no value to us; nor would they 
have been, unleſs we take poſt there: they then might be of 
ſome ſervice. A detachment went after them as ſoon as the 
fire was diſcovered : but, before it could arrive, 1 
cuted their plan, and made their retrealt. 

- Incloſed is a letter for David Franks eſquire, * Mr. 
Chamier in Boſton, upon the ſubject of victualling ſuch of the 
king's troops as may be priſoners within the limits of his 
contract, which I beg the favor of you to deliver him, and 
that proper agents may be appointed by him, to ſee that it 
is done. I could wiſh, too, that Congreſs would fall upon 
ſome mode for ſupplying the officers with ſuch money as 

they may really ſtand in need of, and depute proper per- 
ſons for that purpoſe, and furniſhing the privates with ſuch 
clothing as may be abſolutely neceſſary. I am applied to, 
and wearied by their repeated requeſts. In ſome inſtances 
- I have defired the committees to give the priſoners within 
their appointments what they ſhould judge abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary for their ſupport, —as the only means in my power of 
xelieving their diſtreſs, But I imagine, that, if there were 
perſons to ſuperintend this buſineſs, their wants would be 
better attended to, and many exorbitant charges prevented 
and ſaved to the continent; and the RT pa then be 
W into a proper account. 
I aw, fir, with great eſtcem, &ce. S8. W. 
P. 8. I ſend a return of the ſlrength of the yoglinomts: 
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se. 3 ' Cambridge, Feb. 18, 1776. 
g THE late freezing weather having formed ſome 
pretty ſtrong ice from Dorcheſter point to Boſton neck, and 
from Roxbury to the Common, thereby affording a more ex- 
and conſequently a leſs dangerous approach to the 
town, I could not help thinking, —notwithſtanding the mi- 
litia were not all come in, and we had little or no powder to 
begin our operation by a regular cannonade or bombard- 
ment,. — that a bold and reſolute affault upon the troops in 
Boſton with ſuch men as we had (for it could not take many 
men to guard our own lines at a time when the enemy were 
attacked in all quarters) might be crowned with fucceſs: 
and therefore, ſeeing no certain proſpect of a ſupply of 
powder on the one hand, and a certain diſſolution of the ice 
on the other, I called the general officers together, for their, 
opinion, agreeably to the reſolve of Congreſs, of the twenty- 


| ſecond of December. 
The reſult will appear in the incloſed council of war ; 


and, being almoſt unanimous, I muſt ſuppoſe it to be right; 

although, from a thorough conviction of the neceſſity of ar- 
tempting ſomething againſt the miniſterial troops before a 
reinforcement ſhould arrive, and while we were favored 
with the ice, 1 was not only ready, but willing, and defirous 
of making the affault, under a firm hope (if the men would 
have ſtood by me) of a favorable iſſue, nnn the 
enemy's advantage of ground, artillery, &c. 

Perhaps the irkſomeneſs of my ſituation may have given 
different ideas to me, than thoſe which influenced the gentle- 
men I conſulted, and might have inclined me to put more” 
to the hazard, than was conſiſtent with prudence :—if it had, 
am not ſenſible of it, as I endeavored to give it all the 
confideration that a matter of ſuch importance required. 
True it is, and I cannot help acknowledging, that I have 

b many diſagreeable ſenſations on account of my ſituation t 
| Cs for, 
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for, to have the eyes of the whole continent fixed with anxi- 
ous expectation of hearing of ſome great event,—and.to be 
reſtrained in, every military operation, for want of the ne- 
ceſſary means of carrying it on, —is not very pleaſing, eſpecially 
as the means, uſed to conceal my weakneſs from the enemy, 
conceal it alſo from our friends, and add to their wonder. 

Ido not utter this by way of complaint. I am ſenſible 
that all that the Congreſs could do, they have done; and 1 
ſhould feel moſt powerfully the weight of conſcious ingrati- 
tude, were I not to acknowledge this. But as we have ac- 
counts of the arrival of powder in captain Maſon, I would 
beg to have it ſent on in the 'moſt expeditious manner: 
otherwiſe we not only loſe all chance of the benefits reſult- 
ing from the ſeaſon, but of the militia, who are brought in 
at a moſt enormous expenſe, upon a preſumption that we 
ſhould, long ere this, have been amply ſupplied with powder, 
under the contracts entered into with the committee of 
Congreſs. 

The militia, contrary to an expreſs requiſition, are come 
and coming in without ammunition. To ſupply them alone 
with twenty-four rounds (which is leſs, by three fifths 
than the regulars are ſerved with) will take between fifty and 
ſixty barrels of powder; and to complete the other troops to 
the like quantity, will take near as much more, and leave in 
ſtore not more than about ſixty barrels, beſides a few-rounds 
of cannon cartridges ready filled for uſe; This, fir, Con- 
greſs may be aſſured, is a true ſtate of our powder, and will, 
I hope, bear ſome teſtimony of my incapacity for action in 
ſuch a way as may do any eſſential ſervice. 

- February 21.— When I began this letter, I propoſed to 

have ſent it by expreſs. - But recollecting that all my late 
letters have been as expreſſive of my want of powder and 
arms as I could paint them, and that Mr. Hooper was to ſet 
off in a day or two, I thought it unneceſſary to run: the con- 


tinent to the expenſe of an expreſs, merely to repeat what I 
had 
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had ſo often done before, when I am certain that Congreſs, 
knowing our neceſſities, will delay no time aw can eds. | 


be avoided in ſupplying them. 172 
My duty is offered 1 3 
ene J have the honor to be, &. G. W. 


P. 8. Hearing of the arrival of a ſmall parcel of powder 


in Connecticut, I have been able to obtain three thouſand 


weight of it, which is in addition to the fixty barrels before 
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Sin, 12 A e Feb. 26, oo 

N HAD the honor of addreſſing you on the eighteenth 
and twenty-firſt inſtant, by Mr. Hooper; ſince which, no- 
thing material has occurred. 

We are making every neteſſary preparation for taking pott; 
ſion of Dorcheſter heights as ſoon as poſſible, with a view of 
drawing the enemy out. How far our expectations may be 
anſwered, time only can determine: but J ſhould think, if any 
thing will induce them to hazard an engagement, it will be 
our attempting to fortify theſe heights; as, on that event's 
taking place, we ſhall be able to command a great part of the 
town and almoſt the whole harbor, and to make them ra- 
ther diſagreeable than otherwiſe, 'provided we can get + a 1 
ficient ſupply of what we greatly want. : 

Within theſe three or four days, I have received de 
accounts from Boſton, of ſuch movements there, — (fuch as 
taking the mortars from Bunker's hill the putting them, 
with ſeveral pieces of heavy ordnance, on board of ſhip, 
with a quantity of bedding,—the ſhips all taking in water, — 
the baking a large quantity of biſcuit, — &c,) —as to indicate 
an embarkation of the troops from thence. | A Mr. Ides, who 
came out yeſterday, ſays that the inhabitants of the tbwn' 
generally believe that they are about to remove either to 
New-York or Virginia, and that every veſſel in the harbor 
on tueſday laſt was taken up for government's ſervice, and 

Vor. I, H two 
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two months' pay advanced them. Whether they really in - 
tend to embark, or whether the whole is a feint, is impoflible 
for me to tell. However have thought it expedient to ſend 
an expreſs to general Lee, to inform him of it=(in order 
that he may not be taken by ſurpriſe, if their deſtination 
ſhould be againſt New-York),—and continued him on to 
you. If they do embark; I think the poſſeſſing themſelves of 
that place, and of the North river, is the object they have 
in view, thereby ſecuring the communication with Canada, 
and rendering the intercourfe between the northern and 
ſouthern United Colonies exceedingly precarious and dif- 
cult, To prevent them from effecting their plan, is a mat- 
ter of the higheſt importance, and will require a large and 
reſpectable army, and the moſt vigilant — 
ertions. 

Since I wrote by Mr. Hooper, 1 
der have arrived from Connecticut, which will give us a little 
oſſiſtance. 

On thurſday night a party of our men at Roxbury mode 
the enemy's out-centries, conſiſting of a corporal and twa 
privates, * without firing a gun or giving the leaſt 
alarm, 

C 
obtain all the. intelligence im my. power + and, :if I find them 
embark, ſhall in the moſt expeditious manner detach a part 
of the light troops to New-York, and repair thither myſelf 
if circumſtances fhall require it. I fhalb be better able to 
judge what to do, when the matter happens. At preſent, I 
a can only ſay that I will do every thing that ſhall appear pro- 

per and neceſſary. 

Pour letter of the twelfth inſtant, by eolonel Bull, came 
to hand yeſterday evening: and J ſhall, agreeable to your 
recommendation, pay proper notice to him. The ſupply 
of caſh came very ſeaſonably, as our treaſury was juſt ex- 
hauſted, and nothing can be done here without it. | 

F have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 
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p. 8. This was intended to have been ſent by expreſs: 
but meeting with a private opportunity, the expreſs was 
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Sin, Cambridge, Match 1; 1775. 
ON che twenty-fixth ultimo I had the honor of addrefſ- 

ing you, and then mentioned that we were making prepara- 
tions fot taking poſſeſſion of Dorcheſter heights. —I now beg 
leave to inform you, that; a council of general officers hav+ 
ing determined a previous bombardment and cannonade ex- 
pedient and proper, In order to harraſs the enemy ind divert 
their attention from that quatter on ſaturday, ſunday, and 
monday nights laſt, we carried them on from our poſts at 
Coble-hillʒ Leechmore's-pointz and Lam's-dam. Whether 
they did the enemy any conſiderable and what injuty, I have 
not yet heard; but have the pleaſure to acquaint you that they 
greatly facilitated our ſchemes; and would have been attended 
with ſucceſs equal to our moſt ſanguine expectations, had it 
not been for the unlucky burſting of two thirteen, and three 
ten-inch mortars, among which was the braſs one taken in 
the ordnance brig. To what cauſe to attribute this misfor- 
tune, I know not, —whether to any defect in them, or to the 
inexperience of the bombardiers. But to return, —on mon- 
day evening, as ſoon as our firing commented, a conſider- 
able detachment of our men, under the command of briga- 
dier-general Thomas, croſſed the neck, and took poſſeſſion of 
the two hills, without the leaſt interruption or annoyance 
from the enemy; and by their great activity and induſtry, 
before the morning, ad the works ſo far as to be ſe- 
cure againſt their ſhot. y are now going on with ſuch 
expedition, that in a little time 1 hope they will be complete, 
and enable our troops ſtationed there to make à vigorous and 
obſtinate ſtand. During the whole cannonade, which was 
inceſſant the laſt two nights, we were fortunate enough to 

loſe but two meth, =—0n0y lieutenant, by a cannon ball's 
H 2 X taking 
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taking off his thigh, the other, a private, by the exploſion 
of a ſhell, which alſo ſlightly wounded four or ſive more. 

Our taking poſſeſſion of Dorcheſter heights is only prepa- 
ratory to taking poſt on Nuke-hill, and the points oppoſite 
the ſouth end of Boſton. It was abſolutely neceſſary that 
they ſhould be previouſly fortified, in order to cover and com- 
mand them. As ſoon as the works on the former are finiſh- 
ed and complete, meaſures will he immediately adopted for 
ſecuring the latter, and making them as ſtrong and defenſ.. 
ble as we can. Their contiguity to the enemy will make 
them of much importance, and of great ſervice to us. 

As mortars. are eſſential, and indiſpenſably neceſſary for 
carrying on our operations, and for the proſecution of our 
plans, I have applied to two furnaces to have ſome thirteen- 
inch ones caſt with all expedition. imaginable, and am en- 
couraged to hope, from the accounts I have had, that they 
will be able to do it. When they are done, and a proper 
ſupply of powder obtained, 1 flatter myſelf, from the pots 
we have juſt taken and are about to take, that it will be in 
our power to force the miniſterial troops to an attack, or to 
diſpoſe of them in ſome way, that will be of advantage to us. 
I think from theſe poſts they will be ſo galled and annoyed, 
that they mult either give us battle or quit their preſeat 
poſſeſſions. I am reſolved that nothing on my part ſhall be 
wanting, to effect the one or the other. 

It having been the general opinion that the enemy would 
attempt to diſlodge our people from the hills, and force their 
works as ſoon as they were diſcoyered, which probably might 
have brought on a general engagement, —it was thought ad- 
viſable that the honorable council ſhould be applied to, to or- 
der in the militia from the neighboring and adjacent towns. 
I wrote to them on the ſubject, which they moſt readily com- 
plied with: and, in Juſtice to the militia, I cannot but in- 
form you that they came in at the appointed time, and mani- 
feſted the greateſt alertneſs, and determined reſolution to 


have acted like men engaged in the cauſe of freedom. 
When 


OFFICIAL LETTERS. 10 


When the enemy firſt diſcovered our works in the morn- 
ing, they ſeemed to be in great confuſion, and, from their 
movements, to have intended an attack. It is much to be 
wiſhed that it had been made: the event, I think, muſt have 
been fortunate, and nothing leſs than ſucceſs and victory on 
our fide, as our officers and men appeared impatient for the 
appeal, and to have poſſeſſed the moſt animated Vopr 
and determined reſolution. © 
On tueſday evening a conſiderable number of their troops 
embarked on board of their tranſports, and fell down to the 


caſtle, where part of them landed before dark. One or two 


of the veſſels got a-ground, and were fired at by our people 
with a field-piece, but without any damage. —What was the 
deſign of this embarkation and landing, I have not been able 
to learn. It would ſeem as if they meant an attack; for'it is 
moſt probable, that, if they make one on our works at Dor- 
cheſter at this time, they will firſt go to the caſtle, and come 
from thence. If ſuch was their defign, a violent ſtorm that 
night, and which laſted till eight o'clock the next day, ren- 
dered the execution - we 109 It carried one or 
two of their veſſels a- which have ſince got off. 

In caſe the miniſterial troops had made an attempt to diſ- 
lodge our men from Doreheſter hills, and the number de- 
tached upon the occaſion had been ſo great as to have afford- 


ed a probability of a ſueceſsful attack's being made upon 


Boſton,—on a ſignal given from Roxbury for that purpoſe, 
agreeable- to a ſettled and concerted plan, four thouſand 
choſen men, who were held in readineſs, were to have em- 
barked at the mouth of Cambridge river, in two diviſions, 
the firſt under the command of brigadier-general Sullivan, 
the ſecond under brigadier-general Greene,—the whole to 
have been commanded by major-general Putnam. The firſt 
diviſion was to land at the powder-houſe, and gain poſſeſſion 
of Beacon-hill and Mount-Horam,—the ſecond at Barton's 
point or a little ſouth of it, and, after ſecuring that poſt, to 
FER other diviſion, and force the enemy's gates and 
H 3 works 
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works at the neck, for letting in the Roxbury troops. Three 
floating batteries were to haye preceded, and gone in front 
of the other hoats, and kept up a hegyy fire on that part of 
the town where our men were to land. 
How far our views would have ſucceeded, had an oppor, 
tunity offered for attempting the execution, is impoſſible for 
me to ſay; nothing leſs than experiment could determine 
with- preciſion, The plan was thought to be well digeſted ; 
and, as far as I could judge from the cheerfulneſs and als 
crity which diſtinguiſhed the officers and men who were ta 
engage jn the enterpriſe, I had reaſon to hope for a favor. 
able and happy iſſue, 
The militia who were ordered in from the adjacent towns 
brought with them three days proviſion. They were only 
called upon to act under the idea of an attack's being im- 
mediately made, and were all diſcharged this afternoon. 
I beg leave to remind Congreſs that three major-generals 
are eflentjal and neceſſary for this army; and that, by ge- 
neral Lee's being called from hence to the command in 
Canada, the left diviſion js without one. I hope they will 
fill up the vacaucy by the appointment of another. Gene- 
ral Thomas is the firſt brigadier, ſtands fair jn point of re- 
putation, and. is eſteemed a braye and good officer, If he 
is promoted, there will be à vacancy in the hrigadier - gene- 
rals, which it will be neceſſary to ſupply by the appoint- 
ment of ſome other gentleman that ſhall be agreeable to 
Congreſs : but juſtice requires me to mentjon. that William 
Thompſon, eſquire, of the rifle regiment, is the firſt colonel 
in this department, and, as far as I haye had an opportunity 
of judging, is a good officer and a man of courage. What! 
have ſaid of theſe two gentlemen, I conceived to be wy duty, 
at the ſame time acknowledging, Vhuteyer promotions are 
made will be ſatisfactory to me, 
March 9.— Yeſterday evening, a captain Irvine, who 
eſcaped from Boſton the night before with ſix of his crew, 
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gence : That our bombardment and cannonade cauſed a 
great deal of ſurpriſe and alarm in town, as many of the ſol- 
diery ſaid they never heard or thought we had mortars or 
ſhells that ſeveral of the officers acknowledged they were 
well and properly directed that they made much diſtreſs 
and confuſion that the cannon-ſhot, for the greateſt part, 
went through the houſes ; and he was told that one took off 
the legs and arms of fix men lying in the barracks on the 
neck that a ſoldier, who came from the lines there on 
tueſday morning, informed him: that twenty men had. been 
wounded the night before ;—(it was reported that others 
were alſo hurt, and one of the light-horſe torn to pieces by 

the exploſion of a ſhell ; this was afterwards contradicted: ) 
chat, early on tueſday morning, admiral Shuldham, 
diſcovering the works our people were throwing up on Dor- 
cheſter heights, immediately ſent an expreſs to general Howe, 
to inform him that it was neceſſary they ſhould be attacked 
and diſlodged from thence, or he would de under the nece?. 
ſity of withdrawing the ſhips from the harbor, which were 
under his command ;—that preparations were directly made. 
for that purpoſe, as it was ſaid ; and, from twelve to two 
o'clock, about three thouſand men embarked on board the. 
tranſports, which fell down to the caſtle with a deſign of land- 
ing on that part of Dorcheſter next to it, and attacking our 
works on the heights, at five o'clock next morning ; that 
lord Percy was appointed to command z—that it was gene- 
rally believed the attempt would have been made, had it not 
been for the violent ſtorm which happened that night, as I 
have mentioned before that he heard ſeveral of the pri- 
vates, and one or two ſergeants, ſay as they were embark- 
ing, that it would be another Bunker's-hill affair.“ 

He further informs “ that the army is preparing to 
leave Boſton, and that they will do it in a day or two gr» 
that the tranſports neceſſary for their embarkation were 
getting ready with the utmoſt expedition ; that there had 
been great movements and confuſion among the troops, the 
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night and day preceding his coming out, in hurrying down 
their cannon, artillery and other gores, to the wharfs, with 
the utmoſt precipitation; and they were putting them on 
board the ſhips in ſuch haſte, that no account or memoran- 
dum was taken of them; — that moſt of the cannon were 
removed from their works, and embarked or embarking ;— 
that he heard a woman ſay, whom he took to be an officer's 
wife, that ſhe had ſeen men go under the ground at the 
lines on the neck, without returning; that the ſhip he 
commanded was taken up, places fitted, and fitting, for of- 
ficers to lodge, and ſeveral ſhot, ſhells, and cannon, already 
on board ;—that the tories were to have the liberty of going 
where they pleaſe, if they can get ſeamen to man the veſſels, 
of whom there was à great ſcarcity z—that, on that ac- 
count, many veſſels could not be carried away, and would 
be burned that many of the inhabitants apprehended the 
town would be deſtroyed z and that it was an, thought 
their deſtination is Halifax.“ 5 

The account given by captain Irvine, as to the embarka- 
tion, and their being about to leave the town, I believe true. 
There are other circumſtances corroborating; and it ſeems 
fully confirmed by a paper figned by four of the ſelect· men 
of the town (a copy of which 1 have the honor to incloſe 
you), which was brought out yeſterday evening by a flag, 
and delivered to colonel Learned, by major Baſſet of the 
tenth regiment, who deſired it might be delivered me as 
Won as poſſible. I adviſed with fuch of the general officers 
upon the occaſion as I could immediately aſſemble; and we 
determined it right (as it was not addreffed to me or any 
one elſe, nor authenticated by the ſignature of general 
Howe, or any other act obliging him to a performance of 
the promiſe mentioned on his part) that I ſhould give it no 
anſwer; at the ſame time, that a letter ſhould be returned, 
as going from colonel Learned, ſignifying his having laid 
it before me,—with the reaſons * for not anfwering 
__ copy of cis is fent. 

1 | To-night 
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| * To-night 1 ſhall have a battery thrown up on Nuke-hill 
| (Dorcheſter point) with a deſign of acting as circumſtances 
| may require; it being judged adviſable to proſecute our 
| plans of fortification, as we intended before this information 
] from the ſelect- men came. 


5 It being agreed on all hands that there is no poſſibility of 
3 ſtopping them in caſe they determine to go, —I ſhall order 
look-outs to be kept upon all the head-lands, to diſcover 
; their movements and courſe, and moreover direct commo- 
: dore Manly and his little ſquadron to dog them, as well for 
„ the ſame purpoſe as for picking up any of their veſſels that 
p may chance to depart their convoy. From their loading 
„ with ſuch precipitancy, it is preſumable _—_ will not be n in 
* the beſt condition for ſea. 8 
d If the miniſterial troops evacuate the town and leave it 
e ſtanding, I have thoughts of taking meaſures for fortifying 
t the entrance into the harbor, if it ſhall be thought proper, 
and the fituation of affairs will admit of it. 
j- + Notwithſtanding the report from Boſton that Halifax is 
. the place of their deſtination, I have no doubt but that they 
's are going to the ſouthward of this,—and, I apprehend, to 
n New-York. Many reafons lead to this opinion: it is in 
ſe ſome meaſure corroborated by their ſending an expreſs ſhip 
g there, which, on wedneſday week, got on ſhore and bilged . 
0 at Cape-Cod. The diſpatches, if written, were deſtroy- 
as ed when ſhe was boarded. She had a parcel of coal, and 
rs about four thouſand cannon- ſnot, ſix W a ſwivel 
e or two, and three barrels of powder. 
1 I ſhall hold the riflemen and other parts of our troops in 
al readineſs to march at a moment's warning, and govern my 
of movements by the events that happen, or ſuch orders as I 
10 may receive from Congreſs, which I beg may be n and 
d, ſorwarded with all poſſible expedition. 
id On the fixth inſtant, a ſhip bound from London ;wich 
ng ſtores for the miniſterial army, conſiſting of coal, porter, 
| P 
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company, and wes ainied lies Portfngacd, She had had a 
long paſſage, and of courſe brought no papers of a late date, 
The only letters of importance, or in the leaſt intereſting, 
that were found, I have incloſed, 

1 beg leave to mention to Congreſs that money is much 
wanted. The militia from theſe governments, engaged till 
the firſt of April, are then to be paid: and, if we march 
from hence, the expenſe will be very conſiderable, mult be de · 
frayed, and cannot be accompliſhed without it. The neceſſity 
of making the earlieſt remittance for theſe purpoſes is too 
obvious, for me to add more. | 
When I wrote that part of this letter which is antecedent 
to this date, I fully expected it would have gone before now 
by colone} Bull, not deeming it of ſufficient importance to 
ſend a ſpecial meſſenger. But he deferred his return from 
time to time, and never ſet off till to-day, Theſe reaſons I 
hope will excuſe the delay, and be received as a proper apo» 
logy for not tranſmitting it ſooner. 


L have the honor to be, &c. G. w. 


- 
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Six, | Cambridge, March 13, 1776, 
IN my letter of the ſeventh and ninth inſtant 
which J had the honor of addreſſing you, I mentioned the 
intelligence I had received reſpeCting the embarkation of the 
troops from Boſton; and fully expected, before this, that 
| the town would have been entirely evacuated; Although I 
have been deceived, and was rather premature in the opi- 
nion I had then formed, I have little reaſon to doubr but the 
event will take place in a very ſhort time, as other accounts. 
which have come to hand ſince, of the failing of a great num- 
ber of tranſports from the harbor to Nantaſket road, and many 
circumſtances correſponding therewith, ſeem to conkem and 
render it unqueſtionable. - 
Whether the town will be deſtroyed, i is a matter of much 
uncertainty : but it would ſeem, from the deſtruction they 
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are making of ſundry pieces of furniture, of many of their 
waggons, carts, &c, which they cannot take with them as it 
is ſajd, that it will not: for, if they intended it, the whole 
might be involved in one general ruin. 

Holding it of the Jaſt importance in the preſent conteſt 
that we ſhould ſecure New-York, and prevent the enemy 
from poſſeſſing it,—and conjecturing they have views of that 
fort, and their embarkation to be for that pyrpoſe, —I 
judged it neceſſary, under the ſituation of things here, to call 
a council of general officers to conſult of ſuch meaſures as 
might be expedjent to be taken at this intereſting conjunc- | 
ture of affairs. meme 
to incloſe you. 

Agreeable to the opinion of the council, I ſhall-detach 
the rifle regiment to-morrow, under the command of briga- 
dier-general Sullivan, with orders to repair to New-York 
with all poſſible expedition ;—which will be ſucceeded, the 
day after, by the other five in one brigade, - they being all 
that it was thought adviſable to ſend from hence till the 
enemy ſhall haye quitted the town, Immediately ypon 
their departure, I ſhall ſend forward major- general Putnam, 
and follow myſelf with the remainder of the army as ſoon as 
[ have it in my power, leaving here ſuch a * of men 
as circumſtances may ſeem to require. | 

As the badneſs of the roads at this ken. wife. 
tard the march of our men, I have, by-advice of the general 
officers, wrote to governor Trumbull by this expreſs, to uſe 
his utmoſt exertions for throwing 'a reinforcement of two 
thouſand men into New-York, from the weſtern parts of 
Connecticut, —and to the commanding officer there, to ap- 
ply to the provincial convention or committee of ſafety of 
New - Jerſey, for a thouſand more for the ſame purpole, to 
oppoſe the enemy and prevent their getting poſſeſſion in 
caſe they arrive before the troops from hence can get there; 
of which there f is a pwbability, unleſs they are Pat by 
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with conſiderable expenſe, I flatter myſelf, will meet with 
the approbation of Congreſs. —Palt experience, and the lines 
in Boſton and on Boſton neck, point out the propriety, and 
ſuggeſt the neceſlity of keeping our enemies from gaining 
1 and making a lodgement. 

Should their deſtination be further en or for Ha 
Efax (as reported in Boſton) for the purpoſe of going into 
Canada,—the march of our troops to New-York will place 
them nearer the ons of action, and more convenient for 
affording ſuccours. 

- We have not taken poſt on Nuke-hill and forrified it, 
25 mentioned that we ſhould, in my laſt. . On hearing that 
the enemy were about to retreat and leave «the town, it was 
thought imprudent and unadviſable to force them with too 
much precipitation, that we might gain a little time, and 
prepare for a march. To-morrow n we ſhall take 
poſſeſſion, unleſs they are gone. 

As New-York is of ſuch 8 and po- 
Ecy require that every precaution that can be deviſed ſhould 
be adopted, to fruſtrate the deſigns which the enemy have 
of poſſeſſing it. To this end I have ordered veſſels to be 
provided and held ready at Norwich, for the embarkation 
and tranſportation of our troops thither. This I have done 
with a view not only of greatly expediting their arrival (as 
it will fave ſeveral days* marching), but alſo that they may 
be freſh and fit for intrenching and throwing up works of 
defence as ſoon as they get there, if they do not meet the 
enemy to contend with; for neither of which would they 
be in a proper eondition after a long and fatiguing march in 
bad roads. If Wallace, with his ſhips, ſhould be appriſed 
of the meaſure, and attempt to prevent it by ſtopping up the 
harbor of New-London, they can but purſue their march by 
land. | | | | 
You will pleaſe to obſerve that it is the opinion of the ge- 
neral officers, if the enemy abandon the town, that it will be 
I to employ or keep any part of this army for its 
* ; 
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defence z and that I have mentioned, on that event's happen 
ing, I ſhall immediately repair to New- York with theremain- 
der of the army not now detached, leaving only ſuch a aum- 
ber of men here as circumſtances may ſeem to require, What 
I partly allude to, is, that, as it will take a conſiderable ine 


for the removal of ſuch a body of men, and the diviſſons : 


muſt precede each other in ſuch order as to allow interme-- 
diate time ſufficient for them to be covered and provided | 
for, and many things, done previous to the march of the 
whole, for ſecuring and forwarding ſuch neceſſaries as cane 
not be immediately carried, and others which. it may be pro- 
per to keep here, that directions might be received from 
Congreſs reſpecting the ſame, and as many men ordered to 
remain for that and other purpoſes, as they may judge pro- 
per. I could wiſh to have their commands upon the ſubhject, 
and in time; as I may be under ſome degree of embatraſſ 
ment as to their views. 

Congreſs having been pleaſed to m_ colonel Thowp-- 
ſon a brigadier-general, there is a vacancy for a, colonel in 
the regiment he commanded, to which I would beg leave w 
recommend the lieutenant-colonel Hand. I fhall alſo take 
the liberty of recommending captain Hugh Stephenſon, of 
the Virginia riflemen, to ſucceed colonel Handgragd. to be 
appointed in. his place as lieutenant- colonel, there being! 
no major to the regiment ſince the promotion of major Ma- 
gaw to be lieutenant- colonel of one of the Pennſylvania ba- 
tallions, and who is gone from hence. He is, in my opinion, 
the fitteſt perſon in this army for it, as well as the oldeſt 
captain in the ſervice, having diſtinguiſhed himſelf at the 
head of a riſſe company all the laſt war, and highly merited 
the approbation of his ſuperior officers. 88 Y 

Colonel Mifflin informed me to day of his having receiv= 
ed tent-cloths from Mr. Barrell of Philadelphia, to the amount 
of ſeven thouſand five hundred pounds Pennſylvania cur- 
rency, and applied for a warrant for payment of it. But, as 
our fund is low, and many neceſſary demandy againſt it | 
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which muſt be ſatisfied—and our calls for money are and 
| will be exceedingly great, could not grant it, thinking it 
might be convenient for payment to be made in Philadelphia, 
by your order on the treaſury there. 
I have the honor to be, &e. | G. W. 


Six, Head. Quarters, Cambridge, March 19, 1776. 
IT is with the greateſt pleaſure I inſorm you, that, 
on ſunday laſt, the ſeventeenth inſtant, about nine o'clock in 
the forenoon, the miniſterial army evacuated the town of 
Boſton, and that the forces of the United Colonies ate now 
in actual poſſeſſion thereof. I beg leave to congratulate you, 
fir, arid the honorable Congreſs, on this happy event, and 
particularly as it was effected without endangering the lives 
and property of the remaining unhappy inhabitants. 

I have great reaſon to.imagine their flight was precipitated 
by. the appearance of 4 work which I had ordered to be 
- thrown up laſt ſaturday night on an eminence at Dorcheſter 
which lay neareſt to Boſton neck, called Nuke-hill, 

The town, although it has ſuffered greatly, is not in ſo 
bad a ſtate as I expected to find it; and I have a particular 
pleaſure in being able to inform you, fir, that your houſe 
has received no damage worth mentioning. Your furniture 
is in tolerable order, and the family pictures are all left en- 
tire and untouched. Captain Cazneau takes charge of the 
whole, until he ſhall receive further orders from you. 

As ſoon as the miniſterial troops had quitted the town, 
f ordered 4 thouſand men (who had had the ſmall-pox), un- 
der command of general Putnam, to take poſſeſſion of the 
heights, which I ſhall endeavor to fortify in fuch a manner 
as to prevent their return, ſhould they attempt it. But, as 
they are ſtill in the harbor, I thought it not prudent to march 
off with the main body of the army until I ſhould be fully 
ſatisfied they had quitted the coaſt. T have therefore only 
detached fixe regiments, beſides the rifle batallion, to New- 
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Fork) ae ſhall keep the remainder here al all ſuſpicion of 
their return ceaſes, 

| The ſituation in which I found their works evidently dif- 
corered that their retreat was made with the greateſt preci- 
pitation. They have left their barracks and other works of 
wood at Bunker's hill, &c, all ſtanding, and have deſtroyed 
but a ſmall part of their lines. They have alſo left a num- 
ber of fine pieces of cannon which they firſt ſpiked up, alſo 
a very large iron mortar z and, as I am informed, they have 
thrown another over the end of your wharf. Ihave.employ- 
ed-proper perſons to drill the cannon, and doubt not I ſhall 
fave the moſt of them.—I am not yet able to procure an 
exact liſt of all the ſtores they have left. As ſoon as it can 
be done, I ſhall take care to tranſmit it to you. From an 
eſtimate of what the quarter-maſter-general has already dif 
„ + eee eee eee 
pounds. | 2. 
Part of the mentioned in youre of the ſixth jnſtane 
has already arrived. The remainder I have ordered to be 
ſtopped on the road, as we ſhall have no eccaſion for it 
here. The letter to general Thomas, I immediately ſent to 
him. He deſired leave for three or four days, to ſettle ſome 
of his private affairs ; after which, he will ſet our for his 
command in Canada. am happy that my conduct in in- 
tercepting lord Drummond's letter is apptoved of by Con- 
greſa.— have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 


Ti ” Sk vm "I —_ 


Sim, | Cambridge, March 24, 1776. 
WHEN I had the honor to addreſs you on the nine» 
teenth inſtant upon the evacuation of the town of Boſton by 
the-miniſterial army, I fully expected, as their retreat and 
embarkation were hurried and precipitate, that, before now, 
they would have departed the harbor, and been far in their 
paſſage to the place of deſtination. But, to my ſurpriſe and. 
Glappointment, the fleet is ſtill in Nantaſket road. The 


. 
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purpoſe inducing their ſtay is altogether unknown; nor can 


I ſuggeſt any ſatisfactory reaſon for it. On wedneſday 
night laſt, before the whole of the fleet fell down to Nan- 
_ taſket, they demoliſhed the caſtle and houſes belonging to it, 
by burning them down, and the ſeveral fortifications. They 


them, except a very few, entirely uſeleſs, by breaking off 
the trunnions ; and thoſe they ſpiked up: but they may be 
made ſerviceable again ;—ſome are already done. 
There are ſeveral veſſels in the docks, which were taken 
by the enemy (ſome with and others without cargoes), which 
different perſons claim as their property and right. Are 
they to be reſtored to their former owners on making proof 
of their title, or to belong to the continent, as captures 
made from the enemy ?—I wiſh Congreſs would direct a 
mode of proceeding againſt them, and eſtabliſh a rule for 
fecilion : they appear to me to be highly neceſſary. In like 
manner, ſome of the cannon which are in Boſton are ſaid to 
have come from the caſtle. Suppoſing them, with thoſe re- 
maining at the caſtle, to haye been-purchaſed by and provided 
originally at the expenſe of this province,—are they now to be 
coulidered to belonging as it, ot to the public? I beg leave 
do refer the matter to the opinion of Congreſs, and pray 
their direction how I am to conduct reſpecting them. 


able property, &, belonging to perſons who had, from the 
ſrſt of the preſent unhappy conteſt, manifeſted an unfriendly 
and inveterate diſpoſition, in the town of Boſton, I thought 
it prudent to write to the honorable general court upon the 
1 ſubject, that it might be inquired after and ſecured. A copy 
| of the letter I herewith ſend you, and ſubmit it to Con- 
| greſs through you, whether they will not determing how 
| _ it is to be diſpoſed of, and as ta the appropriation of the mo- 
|| ney ariſing from the ſale of the ſame. r. 
As ſoon as the town was abandoned by the enemy, I judged 
it adviſable to ſecure the ſeveral * leſt they ſhould at- 
ro ogs ' tempt 


\ 


left a great number of the cannon, but have rendered all of 


It having been ſuggeſted to me that there was ' confider- | 
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temptto return; and, for this purp6ſe, have ade is r 
ſtrong work to be thrown up on Fort- hill. a poſt of greãt import 
ance, us it commands the whole harbor, and, when fortified, 
if properly ſupported, will greatly annoy any fleet the enemy 

may ſend againſt the town, and render the landing of their 
troops exceedingly difficult, if not impracticable. This 
work is almoſt done, and in 4 little time will be complete: 
ind, that the communication between the town and country 
may be free and open, I have ordered all the lines upon the 
neck to be immediately deſtroyed, and the other works on 
the ſides of the town facing the country, that the inhabit · 
ants from the Jatter may not be impeded, and afforded an 
eaſy entrance, in caſe the enemy ſhould gain poſſeſſion at 
any future time. Theſe matters I conceived to be within the 
line of my duty; of which I adviſed the general court, and 
recommended to their attention ſuch other meaſures as they 
might think neceſſary for ſecuring the town againſt the hoſ- 
tile deſigns of the enemy. 

I have juſt got an inventory of ſtores and property be- 
longing to the crown, which the enemy left in Boſton, at 
the caſtle, and Bunker's hil,—which I have the honor to 
tranſmit you ; and ſhall give ſtrict orders that a careful at- 
tention be had to any more that may be found. I ſhall take 
ſuch precautions reſpecting them, that they may be ſecure, 
and turn to the public advantage, as much as 721 or 
cireumſtances will admit of. 

A Mr. Bulfinch from Boſton, who- acted as clerk to Mr. 
bY CES „having put into my hands a lift of rations drawn 
the ſaturday before the troops evacuated the town, I have 
incloſed it for your inſpection. He ſays, neither the ſtaff 
officers nor women are included in the liſt ; from which it 
appears that their number is greater than we had an idea of. 

Major-general Ward and brigader-general Frye are deſir- 
ous of leaving the ſervice, and, for that - purpoſe, have re- 
queſted me to lay the matter before Congreſs, that they may 
be allowed to reſign their commiſſions, The papers contain- 
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ing their applications you will herewith receive. They will 
give you a full and more particular information upon the 
ſubject ; and therefore I ſhall take the liberty of referring 
you to them. 

I would mention to Congreſs that the commiſſary of artil. 
lery ſtores has informed me, that whatever powder has been 
ſent to this camp has always come without any bill aſcertain- 
ing the number of caſks or quantity. This, it is probable, 
has proceeded-from forgetfulneſs or inattention in the per- 
ſons appointed to ſend it, or the negligence of thoſe who 
brought it, though they have declared otherwiſe, and that 
they never had any. As it may in ſome meaſure prevent 
embezzlements (though I do not ſuſpe& any to have been 
made), and the commiſſary will know what and how much 
to receive, and be enabled to diſcover miſtakes if any ſhould 
happen, -I ſhould be glad if you will direct a bill of parcels 
to be always ſent in future. | 

There have been ſo many accounts from England, all 
agreeing that commiſſioners are coming to America, to pro- 
poſe terms for an accommodation, as they ſay,—that I am 
inclined to think the time of their arrival not very far off. — 
If they come to Boſton (which probably will be the caſe if 
they come to America at all) I ſhall be under much embar- 
raſſment reſpecting the manner of receiving them, and the 
mode of treatment that ought to be uſed. I therefore pray 
that Congreſs will give me directions, and point out the line 
of conduct to be purſued, - whether they are to be conſidered 
as ambaſſadors, and to have a paſs or permit for repairing 
through the country to Philadelphia or to any other place,— 
or whether they are to be reſtrained in any and what man- 
ner.—I ſhall anxiouſly wait their orders, and, whatever they 
are, comply with them literally. 
have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 
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vin, | 5 71 | Cambridge March 27, 5 
I Received your favor of the eleventh inſtant by 


ſaturday-night's poſt ; and muſt beg pardon for not acknow- 
ledging it in my laſt of the twenty-fourth. The hurry I 


was then in occaſioned the negleQ, and I hope will apologiſe 
for it. 

I now beg leave to inform you that I have juſt received in- 
telligence, that the whole of the miniſterial fleet, beſides 
three or four ſhips, got under way this evening at Nantaſket 
road, and were ſtanding out for ſea ; in. conſequence of- 
which, I ſhall detach a brigade of fix regiments immediately 
from hence for New-Y ork, under the command of brigadier- 
genera! Sulliyan (brigadier-general Heath having gone with 
the firſt) ; which will be ſucceeded by another in a day or 
two; and directly aſter, I ſhall forward the remainder of the 
army (except four or five regiments which will be left for tak- 
ll ing care of the barracks and public ſtores, and fortifying the 
town, and erecting ſuch works for its defence as the honor- 
able general court may think neceflary)—and follow myſelf. 

Apprehending that general Thomas will ſtand in need of 
ſome artilleriſts in Canada, I have ordered two companies of 
the train to march immediately ; and two mortars, with a 
quantity of ſhells and ſhot, to be ſent him.—He ſet out on 
the twenty-firſt inſtant. 

Inclofed you have a copy of the return of 8 ſtores 
ft in Boſton by the enemy. In it are not included the can- 
non left at the caſtle, amounting to a hundred and thirty- 
five pieces, as reported, all of which, except a very few, 
bey haye deſtroyed and rendered uſeleſs, by knocking off 
ae trunnions, and ſpiking up. 

beg leave to tranſmit you the copy of a petition from the 
nhabitants of Nova-Scotia, brought me by * * * eſquire, 

entioned therein, who is now here with an, Acadian. From 
his it appears they are in a diſtreſſed. ſituation; and, from 
ir, © **'s account, are exceedingly apprehenſive that they 
. will 


[ 
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will be reduced to the diſagreeable alternative of taking up 
arms and joining our enemies, or to flee their country, un- 
leſs they can be protected againſt their inſults and oppref. 
ſions. He fays that their committees think many falutary 
and valuable conſequences would be derived from five or fix 
hundred men being ſent there, as it would not only quiet 
the minds of the people from the anxiety and uneaſineſs they 
are now filled with, and enable them to take a part in behalf 
of the colonies, but be the means of preventing the Indians 
(of whom there are a good many) from taking the fide of 
government, and the miniſterial troops from getting ſuch 
ſupplies of proviſions from thence as they have done. 

How far theſe good purpoſes would be anſwered if ſuch a 
force was ſent as they aſk for, is impoſſible to determine in 
the preſent uncertain ſtate of things. For, if the army from 
Boſton is going to Halifax (as reported by them before their 
departure), that or a much more conſiderable force would be 
of no avail:—if not, and they poſſeſs the friendly diſpoſition 
to our cauſe, ſuggeſted in the petition and declared by Mr, 
++ *, it might be of great ſervice, unleſs another body of 
troops ſhould be ſent thither by adminiſtration, too power- 
ful for them to oppoſe. It being a matter of ſome import- 
ance, I judged it prudent to lay it before Congreſs for their 
conſideration; and, requeſting their direction upon the ſub- 
jeQ, ſhall only add, if they determine to adopt it, that they 
will preſcribe the number to be ſent, and whether it is to be 
from the regiments which will be left here.—I ſhall wait 
their decifion, and, whatever it is, will endeavor to have it 


carried into execution. . — 
I have the honor to be, &c. b G. W. f 
. — I 
Six, Hiad- Quariers, Cambridge, April 1, 1776. N 


THIS letter will be delivered you by * * eſquire, 

the gentleman from Nova-Scotia whom I mentioned to you 
in mine of the twenty-ſeventh. ultimo. He ſeemed deſirous 
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of waiting on the honorable Congreſs, in order to lay be · 
fore them the ſtate of public affairs, and ſituation of the in- 
habitants of that province. And, as it might be in his 
power to communicate many things perſonally which could 
not be ſo well done by letter, 1 encouraged him in his deſign, 
and have advanced him fifty dollars to defray his expenſes. 


The Acadian accompanies him: and, as they ſeem to be 


ſolid judicious men, I beg leave to recommend them both to 
the notice of Congreſs ;—and am moſt 2 , your 
OE | S. W. 


Sin, eat; Cambridge, April 1, 1776. 
} AN expreſs arrived this morning with a letter from 
governor Cooke of Rhode-Ifland, of which the incloſed is 
a copy. In conſequence of this important intelligence, I 
immediately diſpatched an expreſs after general Sullivan 
who is on his march to Norwich with fix regiments, and 


ordered him to file off to Providence, if he ſhould be ſo de- 


fired by goyernor Cooke, to whom I have wrote on the ſubs» 
fd. e I ALY, ; 


General Greene was to have marched this morning with 


five more regiments, by way of Providence. I have ordered 
him to haſten his march for that place; and hope to collect 


a force there, ſufficient to prevent the N baun — 


their purpoſe, 


Whether this movement be only a feint 1 | 


tion from their principal object, or not, is at preſent impoſſi- 
ble to determine. I momently expect further intelligence 


from governor Cooke. If the alarm ſhould be well grounded, 


| ſhall haſten to Providence, and make the neceſſary diſpoſi- 
tions for their reception. I beg you to aſſure the honorable 


Congreſs I ſhall exert myſelf to the utmoſt WET : 


deligns of the enemy. , 
I am fir, your moſt obedient, &c, 


l 3 
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Sin, Cambridge, PREY 4 1776, 
IWS honored with your favors of the twenty-firſt 
and twenty-fifth ultimo, on the ſecond inſtant,—the former 
by Mr. Hanſon, &c,—the latter by Feſſenden. I heartily 
wiſh the money had arrived ſooner, that the militia might 
have been paid as ſoon as their time of ſervice expired, 
The diſappointment has given them great uneaſineſs, and 
they are gone home much diffatisfied : nor have I been 
without ſevere complaints from the other troops on the ſame 
account, When I get to New-York, I hope a ſufficient 
ſum will be there, ready to pay every claim, 
It is not in my power to make report of the deficiency of 
arms in compliance with the direction of Congreſs at this 
time, as ſome of the regiments are at, and moſt of the other 
on their march to, New-York; nor do I know that it would 
anſwer any good purpoſe, if it were, having made repeated 
applications ta the ſeveral aſſemblies and conventions upon the 
ſubject, and conſtantly received for anſwer, that they could 
affard no relief. 

When I arrive at New-York, I ſhall, in purſuance of the 
order'of Congreſs, detach four batallions to Canada, if the 
ſituation of affairs will admit of it; and ſhall be extremely 
happy if they and the troops already there can effect the im- 
portant end of their going. 

In my letter of the firſt inſtant, per poſt, I incloſed you a 
copy of a letter from governor Cooke, adviſing me of the ar. 
rival of a ſhip of war, &c, at and near the harbor of New- 
port. I have now the pleaſure to inform you that the report 
was entirely premature, and without any foundation. You 
have a copy of his letter of the firſt inſtant to this effet.—l 
wiſh the alarm had never been given : it occafioned general 
Sullivan and his brigade to make an- unnecefſary and incon- 
yenient diverſion from their route. 

Incloſed is a copy of an account, preſented by the ho- 
narable general court, of powder furniſhed the continental 

"1 Army 
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army by this colony. From the account, it appears that 


of it was ſupplied before the army was under my com- 
mand; and therefore I know nothing of it; but have not 
the ſmalleſt doubt of the juſtice of the charge. I ſhall leave 
about two hundred barrels of this article with major-general 
Ward, out of which Congreſs will direct him to make a re- 
turn, if they think proper, —and alſo repayment of what N 
have been furniſhed by the other governments. 

A proclamation of general Howe's, iſſued a few days be- 
fore his departure from town, having fallen into my hands, 
T have incloſed you a copy, which will probably have been 
the occaſion of large quantities of goods being carried away, 


and the removal of many OY r otherwiſe would 


not have happened. 
Colonel Warren, paymaſter - general, finding the army 
likely to be removed from hence, informed me the other day 
that the ſituation of his affairs and engagements in the buſi - 
neſs of the colony are ſuch, as to prevent him from per- 
ſonally attending the army; and offered, in caſe it ſhould be 
required, to reſign. This was rather embarraſſing. To me 
it appears indiſpenſably neceſſary that the paymaſter- general, 
with his books, ſhould be at or near head- quarters. Indeed 
it is uſual for the head of every department in the army, 
however diſperſed that army may be, to be with the com- 
manding general, keeping deputies in the ſmaller depart- 
ments. On the other hand, colonel Warren's merit and 
attachment to the cauſe are ſuch, that I could do nothing 
leſs than deſire (as ſome money muſt be left for the pay 
and contingent charges of the army which will remain here), 
he would wait here till Congreſs ſhall be pleafed to give 
their ſentiments upon the matter, —ſending in the mean time 
ſome perſon in whom he could confide, with the money, 
but little of which there will be to carry, though great the 
demands, as nine of the regiments which have marched to 
New-York have only received five hundred pounds each, to- 
wards their pay for the months of February and March,. — 
» - and 
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and fix others, not a farthing. I hope therefore this matter 
will be conſidered by Congreſs, N the reſult Im 
me as ſoon as done. 

T would alſo mention to Congrats that the militiz regi · 
ments which were laſt called upon, in making up their ab- 
ſtracts, charged pay, the officers, from the time they re · 
ceived orders to raiſe companies, and the privates, from the 
time they reſpectively engaged to qe or were called upon, 
though they did not march for a Scterable time after,— 
ſome not within three, four, to twenty days, during all 
which, they remained at home about their own private af- 
fairs, without doing any thing elſe than “ preparing for the 
march, as they ſay by way of plea, This appeared to me 
ſo exceedingly unreaſonable, and ſo contrary to juſtice, that 
the public ſhould pay for a longer time than from the day of 
their march to that of their return, that I ordered the ab- 
ſtracts to be made out accordingly, and refuſed to give 
warrants on any other terms. They ſay that the enliſting 
orders, which went out from their governments, give them 
the pay they claim. The fact may be that ſomething in 
theſe may ſeem to authoriſe it : but I muſt ſubmit it to Con- 
greſs, and wiſh for their deciſion, whether the continent 
muſt pay it. I am, with great eſteem, &c, G. W. 

P. S. I ſhall ſet off . 


\ 


Six, | New-York, April 15, 1776. 

I AM now to inform you that on the fourth inſtant 

I ſet out from Cambridge, and arrived here on ſaturday laſt. 
I came through Providence, Norwich, and Neu-London, in 
order to ſee and expedite the embarkation of the troops. 
The third brigade, under the command of general Greene, 
was at New-London when I left it, where there was a ſuff - 
cient number of tranſports to embark them, — and molt pro- 
bably would have arrived here before this, had it not been 
for a ſevere ſtorm which happened the night they ſailed, 
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which diſperſed them, and, I fear, has done them ſome in · 
91 Spencer, with the laſt brigade, marched from 
Roxbury the day I left Cambridge, and would be at News 
London, ready to embark. ip the return tranſports which 


brought general Sullivan's diviſion to this place. The whole 


of the troops may be reaſonably expected here in the courſe 


| of this week, The badneſs of the roads, and difficulty of 


procuring teams for bringing the ſtores, baggage, &c, have 
greatly prolonged their arrival at this place. 

; I have not had time, Race I came, to lock fully about 
me; but find many works of defence begun, and ſome finiſh+ 
ed. The troops are much diſperſed, ſome on Long- 
Iland, others on Staten-Iſland, &c. ä 

T have ordered four batallions from hence to Canada, and 
am taking meaſures to have them forwarded to Albany by 
water with all poſſible expedition. This will greatly ex- 
pedite their arrival, and eaſe the men of much fatigue. I 
have wrote general Schuyler of their coming, that he may 
have neceſſary meaſures taken to hurry their march to gene- 
ral Thomas. 

I am informed by general Putnam that the militia, that 
were called in for the ſupport of this town in caſe the mini- 
ſterial army had arrived before our troops, are all diſcharged, 
it being unneceſſary to keep them longer, 

All the ſhips of war, beſides the Aſia, moved out of this 


| harbor on ſaturday, and the Aſia yeſterday ; ſome of which 


are now below the Narrows, and the reſt gone to ſea. 

Your favor of the tenth inſtant, by major Sherburne, di- 
rected to general Putnam or the commanding officer here, 
came to hand on ſaturday evening, with three boxes of money, 
which I ſhall deliver the paymaſter as ſoon as he arrives, and 
tranſmit you his receipt for the ſame. 

Having received information from hence before my de- 
parture from Cambridge, that thirty pieces of heavy cannon 
were wanting, and eſſentially neceſſary for the defence of 

| this 
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this place, in addition to thoſe already here,—T took the l 
berty of applying to admiral Hopkins whom I ſaw at New. 
London, for that number, with the mortars and ſtores he 
brought from Providence,—a liſt of which he had tranſ. 
mitted you, He told me, thaty as many were wanting for 
the defence of Providence river and the harbor at New- 
London, it was uncertain whether I could have allT wanted ; 
but that he would ſend me all that could be ſpared. 
- T have not been able to get a return of the troops ſince I 
came :—as ſoon as I do, I will ſend it you. 

I am, fir, with great reſpect, &c. G. W. 


Six, | New-York, April 18, 1776. 


PERMIT me, through you, to convey to the honor- 
able Congreſs the ſentiments of gratitude I feel for the high 
honor they have done me in the public mark of approbation 
contained in your favor of the ſecond inſtant, which came 

to hand laſt night. I beg you to affure them that it will 
ever be my higheſt ambition to approve myſelf a faithful 
ſervant of the public; and that, to be in any degree inſtru- 
mental in procuring to my American brethren a reſtitution 
of their juſt rights and privileges, will conſtitute my chief 
happineſs. | 
Agreeable to your requeſt, I have communicated, in gene- 
ral orders, to the officers and ſoldiers under my command, 
the thanks of Congreſs for their good behavior in the fer- 
vice; and am happy in having ſuch an opportunity of doing 
Juſtice to their merit. They were indeed, at firſt, © a band 
of undiſciplined huſbandmen :” but it is (under God) to their 
bravery and attention to their duty that I am indebted for 
that ſucceſs which has procured me the only reward I wiſh 
to receive,—the affection and eſteem of my countrymen. 
The medal, intended to be preſented to me by your ho- 
norable body, I ſhall carefully preſerve as a memorial of 
their regard. I beg leave to return you, fir, my warmeſt 
thanks 
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thanks for the polite manner in which you have been pleaſed 
to expreſs their ſentiments of my conduct ; arid am, with 
fincere eſteem and reſpect, fir, yours and their moſt obe- 
dient and moſt humble ſervant, | G. W. 


Sin, | New-York, April 19, 1776. 
I HAVE this moment received a letter from general 
Schuyler, containing incloſures of a very important nature, 
copies of which, I imagine, are contained in the incloſed let- 
ter to you, which I thought it my duty immediately to for- 
ward by expreſs, that they may be laid before the honorable 
Congreſs, and proper meaſures purſued to prevent the fatal 
effects which are therein apprehended. For my own part, 
I have done my utmoſt to forward the four regiments order- 
ed by Congreſs : but a variety of incidents have hitherto con- 
ſpired to prevent their embarkation. The men had ſcarcely 
recovered themſelves from the fatigues of their march from 
Boſton, and are quite unprovided with neceſſaries. The co- 
tonels of the regiments, though repeatedly called upon for 
that purpoſe, had neglected making out the abſtracts for 
their pay. All obſtacles however are now removed; and I 
hope to begin the embarkation this day. Indeed it would 
have been beſt, in my opinion, to have ſent the regiments, 
raiſed in this province and New-Jerſey, upon that ſervice, 
had not the peculiar circumſtances under which they were 
raiſed prevented it. By the terms of their enliſtment, they 
are to ſerve during the war, and at five dollars per month, 
en condition (as I am informed) that they ſhall not be ſent 
out of thoſe provinces. Beſides, they are very ill provided 
with arms, ſome companies not having any. It muſt be a 
great burden upon the continent to keep ſuch a number of 
uſeleſs men in pay: and yet, if they ſhould be diſmiſſed, and 
an unexpected ſupply of arms ſhould arrive, it may be found 


very difficult to replace them. 
The officers of the ſeveral corps that have arrived 1 
9 have 
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have been ſo buſily employed in fixing their men in quarters, 
that I have not yet been able to procure an exact return of 
their numbers. Some are yet behind. As ſoon as the whole 
are collected, I ſhall order the proper returns, and tranſmit 
them to Congreſs. 5 

You will pleaſe to notice what colonel Hazen ſays of the 
difpoſition of the Indians. In my opinion, it will be impoſ- 
fible to keep them in a ſtate of neutrality. They muſt, and, 
no doubt, ſoon will take an active part either for or againſt 
us: and I ſubmit it to the conſideration of Congreſs, whe- 
ther it would not be beſt immediately to engage them on our 
fide, and to uſe our utmoſt endeavors to prevent their minds 
being poiſoned by miniſterial emiffaries, which will ever be 
the caſe while a king's garriſon is ſuffered to remain in 
their country. Would it not therefore be adviſable to ſend 
a ſufficient force from the back counties of Pennſylvania, to 
take _ poſſeſſion of the garriſons of Niagara and Detroit? 
This, I think, might eaſily be effected, and would anſwer 
the molt ſalutary purpoſes, The Seneca Indians, who have 
hitherto appeared friendly ta us, might be uſefully employed 
in this buſineſs, 1 

I am in hopes moſt of the difficulties mentioned in colonel 
Hazen's letter will be obviated by the appearance of the re- 
ſpectable committee of Congreſs in Canada, and the forces 
that have been and will be ſent there. The ſecurity of that 
country is of the utmoll importance to us. This cannot be 
done ſo effectually by conqueſt, as by taking ſtrong hold of 
the affections and confidence of the inhabitants. It is to be 
lamented that any conduct of the continental troops ſhould 
tend to alienate their affections from us. 

The honorable Congreſs will be able to judge from the 
papers ſent them by general Schuyler, and the information 
they may receive of the deſigns of the enemy, whether it is 
expedient to ſend a further reinforcement to Canada. If 
ſuch ſhovld be their determination, I ſtand ready to execute 
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their orders; and am, with reſpect, fir, your moſt obedient, 
humble ſervant, | G. W. 

Ineloſed is a return of the four cen eee 
nada; beſides which, there will be two rifle companies, a 
company of artificers, and two artillery-men, 22 Ws 
command of brigadicr-general Thompſon. | 


Six, New-York, April 22, 1776. 

I WAS this day honored with the receipt of your fa- 

yor of the twentieth inſtant. I have now the pleaſure to ac- 

quaint you that the four regiments deſigned for Canada em- 

barked yeſterday with a fair wind for Albany, under the 

command of colonels Greaton, Patterſon, Bond, and Poor; 

beſides which, there was a company of riflemen, a company 

of artificers, and two engineers, the whole commanded by 
brigadier-general Thompſon. 

I have repeatedly mentioned to the honorable Congreſs 
the diſtreſsful ſituation we are in for want of armg.— 
With much pains and difficulty I got moſt of the regiments | 
from the eaſtward tolerably well furniſhed ; but find the 
York regiments very badly provided. Colonel Ritzema's 
has ſcarcely any : and yet theſe men, being enliſted during 
the war, and at five dollars per month, ought not (in my 
judgment) to be diſcharged ; as we find it almoſt as difficult 
to get men, as arms. This is a matter of ſome importance, 
which 1 ſhould be glad to receive the particular opinion of 
Congreſs upon. 

Mr. Baldwin is one of the aſſiſtant engineers ordered to 
Canada. He is indeed a very uſeful man in his depart- 
ment, but declined the ſervice, on account of his pay, which 
he fays is inadequate to his fupport. In order to induce 
him to continue, I promiſed to repreſent his caſe to Con- 
greſs; and would recommend an increaſe of his pay, and 
that he ſhould have the rank of lieutenant-colonel, of which 


lie is very deſerving. I beg leave therefore to recommend 
him 
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bim to the Congreſs, and that they would make proviſion 
for him accordingly. 

A few days ago, application was made to me by the com- 
mittee of ſafety for this colony, for an exchange of priſoners, 
For the particulars I beg leave to refer you to their letter, a 
copy of which you have incloſed. As there is a ſtanding 
order of Congreſs that no ſailors or ſoldiers ſhall be exchan- 
ged for citizens, I did not incline to comply with the requeſt 

without the particular direction of Congreſs : but I have 
deen fince informed that the priſoners, mentioned in the 
| committee's letter as citizens, are really ſeamen taken from 
private veſſels, but not in arms. How far this may alter the 
cafe, or how far the reaſons which induced the Congreſs to 
paſs the reſolve above-mentioned may ſtill exiſt, muſt be left 
to their determination. | 

The militia, who, on my application, were ordered to this 
place to keep poſſeſſion until I ſhould arrive with the conti- 
nental forces, were obliged to return home without their 
Pay, as there was not then money ſufficient in the treaſury 
for that purpoſe, and to anſwer the exigencies of the army. 
This occaſioned great uneaſineſs among them, and may be 
attended with very bad conſequences in caſe we ſhould haye 
occaſion for their ſervice on any future emergency. I there- 
fore beg the Congreſs would make proviſion for their pay, 
and point out particularly, whether it is to be done by the 

commander of the continental forces, or by the provincial. 
allſembiies or conventions from whence they are ſent. 

As the time for which the riflemen enliſted will expire on 

| IS the firſt of July next, and as the loſs of ſuch a valuable and 

brave body of men will be of great injury to the ſervice, I 

would ſubmit it to the conſideration of Congreſs, whether it 

would not be beſt to adopt ſome method to induce them 

to continue. They are indeed a very uſeful corps: but I 
d not mention this, as their importance is already well 
hows to the Congreſs. It is neceſſary they ſhould pay an 
om | cls 
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early attention to this matter, as we know f 
rience that men are very flow in re- enliſting. 

When I had the honor of ſeeing admiral Hopkins at New- 
London, he repreſented to me the weak ſtate of his fleet, oc- 
caſioned by ſickneſs and the damage he received in his en- 
gagement with the enemy; and requeſted I would ſpare 
him two hundred men to aſſiſt him in a deſign he had form- 
ed of attacking Wallace. This I readily conſented to; and 
the men are to be returned as ſoon as the ſervice is per- 
formed. | 

I wiſh) it was in my power at Reden to furniſh general 
Lee with the companies of artillery he defires.—I have al- 
ready ſent two companies to Quebec; and I have not yet 
been able to procure a return of thoſe that are here. I ex- 
pect colonel Knox every moment, and ſhall then be able to 
determine whether any can be ſpared from hence. Blankets 
we are in great want of, ourſelves; and it was with great 
difficulty a few could be procured for the riflemen that were 
ordered for Canada. | 

I incloſe you Mr. Winthrop's receipt for two hundred 
thouſand dollars brought ſome time ago from Philadelphia 
by major Sherburne, which you will pleaſe to deliver to the 
continental treaſurers. 

On my arrival here, I found that Mr. Livingſton had been 
appointed by the provincial Congreſs a commiſſary, to fur. 
niſh the continental troops ſtationed in this city with provi- 
ſions. I ſuppoſe this was done becauſe there was no conti- 
nental commiſſary then on the ſpot. Mr. Livingſton ſtill 
claims a right of furniſhing all the troops but thoſe lately- 
arrived from Cambridge. Mr. Trumbull is now here : and, 
as I conſider him as the principal in that office, I ſhould be 
glad to know whether any part of the continental troops is 
to be furniſhed by any other than their commiſſary-general. 
I muſt needs (ay, that to me it appears very inconſiſtent, and 
mult create great confuſion in the accounts as well as in the. 
. —1 intended to have laid beſore Congreſs the 
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amount of the rations, as ſupplied by colonel Trumbull 
and Mr. Livingſton ; and called upon thoſe gentletnen to 
furniſh me with a ſeparate eſtimate fot that purpoſe. Colo- 
nel Trumbull has given me his, by which it appears he ſup- 
plies the troops at eight pence and one third per ration. 1 
not have yet received any from Mr. Livingſton ; but am in- 
formed his contract is at ten pence half-penny. 'The dif- 
ference is immenſe, as it will amount to no lefs than two 
hundred pounds per day, for twenty thouſand men. It is 
indeed to be conſidered that Mr. Livingſton's contract is, in- 
cluding (every other charge; and that to Mr. Trumbull's 


muſt be added ftore-hire, clerks, and every other contingent 


expenſe. But even then it will not amount to ſo much as 
Mr, Livingſton's, by a penny per ration, which, in the groſs, 
will be ſomething very conſiderable. I thought it my duty, 
without prejudice or partiality, to ſtate the matter fairly to 
Congreſs, that they might take ſach order upon it as to 
them ſhall ſeem rieceffary. I cannot however, in juſtice to 
Mr. Trumbull, help adding that he has been indefatigable 
in ſupplying the army; and I believe, from his connexions 
in New-England, is able to do it on as good terms as any 
perſon in America. 

The ſeveral matters contained in the PENN T muſt 
beg the early attention of Congreſs to; and that I may be 
favored with an anſwer as ſoon as poſſible. 

© I have the honor to be, &c. . 


sin, Neu-TLor k, April 23, 1776. 
IN a letter which I had the honor to receive from 
Congreſs ſome conſiderable time ago, they were pleaſed to 
aſk what rank aides-de-camp bore in the army? from whence 
1 concluded that they had adverted to the extraordinary 
trouble and confinement of thoſe gentlemen, with a view to 
make them an adequate allowance. But nothing being ſince 


done or ſaid of the matter, I take the liberty, unſolicited by, 
and 
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and unknown to my aides-de-camp,—to inform your honor- 
able body that their pay is e an 
trouble and confinement; 

No perſon wiſhes hott fot ee phi; wich 
do: and no perſon has aimed more at it. But there are 
ſome caſes in which parſimony may be ill placed; and this I 
take to be one. Aides-de-camp are perſons in whom entire 
confidence muſt be placed : it requires men of abilities to 


ent the duties with propriety and diſpatch, where there 


is fuch a multiplicity of buſineſs, as muſt attend the com- 
mander- in- chief of Tach an army as ours: and perſuaded I 
am, that nothing but the zeal of thoſe gentlemen (who live 
with me, and act in this capacity) for the great American 
cauſe, and perſonal attachment to me,—has induced them 
to undergo the trouble and confinement they have expe- 
rienced ſince they have become members of my family. 

I give into no kind of amuſements myſelf; and conſe- 
quently thoſe about me can have none, but are confined 
from morning till eve, hearing and anſwering the applica- 
tions and letters of one and another, which will now, I ex- 
pect, receive a pretty conſiderable addition, as the buſineſs 
of the northern and eaſtern departments (if I cominue here) 
muſt, I ſuppoſe, paſs through my hands. If theſe gentle- 
men had the ſame relaxation from duty as other officers 
have in their common routine, there would not be ſo much 
in it. But, to have the mind always upon the ſtretch, — 
ſcarce ever unbent,—and no hours for recreation,—makes a 
material odds. Knowing this, and at the ſame time how 
inadequate the pay is, I can ſcarce find inclination to impoſe 


the neceſſary duties of their office upon them. To what 1 
have here (aid, this ſurther remark may be made, and is a 


matter of no ſmall concernment to me, and, in its conſe- 
quences, to the public and that is, that, while the duty is 
hard and the pay ſmall, it is not to be wondered at, if 
there ſhould be found a promptneſs in them to ſeek prefer- 
ment, of in me to do juſtice to them by facilitating their 

Vol. I. K views; 
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views; by which means I muſt loſe their aid when they 
| haye it moſt in their power to aſſiſt me.—Influenced by 
| theſe motives, I have taken the liberty of laying the matter 
fully, and with all due deference, before your honorable 
body, not doubting its meeting with a patient hearing. 


I am, fir, with the greateſt reſpect, &c. S. W. 


Sim, | New-York, April 23, 1176, 


THAT I might be in readineſs. to take the field in 
the ſpring, and prepared for any ſervice Congreſs ſhould 
think proper to ſend me upon, this campaign,—l deſired co- 
lonel Reed, when he left Cambridge in the fall, to get me 
a ſet of camp equipage, tents, and a baggage-waggon, made 
at Philadelphia under his own inſpeCtion, and ſent to me, 
This, he informs me, is now done, and ready to come on, 1 
have therefore to beg the favor of Congreſs, through you, to 
order payment of them from the treaſury, as it will ſave the 
expenſe and hazard of a remittance from hence, where we 
ſtand much in need of every farthing we have. 

I have the honor to be, &c. SG. W. 


* 


Sin, New-York, April 25, 1116, 
I Received by laſt-evening's poſt a letter from Joſhua 
Wentworth, eſquire, of Portſmouth, whom I had appointed 
agent for our little fleet in that province. It is dated the 
fifteenth inſtant ; an extract from which I have the honor of 
tranſcribing for your peruſal. 2 
« The third inſtant, commodore Manly brought in the 
brigantine Elizabeth, one of the third diviſion which failed 
from Nantaſket, with a valuable cargo of Engliſh goods, and 
a few hogſheads of rum and ſugar, by a Mr. * , who 
was paſſenger, part freighter, and a very tory. Suppoſe the 
cargo worth twenty thouſand pounds ſterling. Thoſe goods 


are, the greater part, owned by the late inhabitants of Boſton, 
. ; 1 : and 


— qt 


Cor 


\ ZOFFICIAL LETTERS. >) 5 


and by ſome that were inhabitants when the troops left it, — 
the reſidue by this Mr, ] * **, and others of the ſame caſt. 
The complicate ſtate of this prize required my immediate 
ſetting off for Boſton, expecting I might find ſome directions 
for my government there; when I waited on general Ward, 
who was obliging enough to give me his opinion (but not 
able to direct, having received no inſtructions to the point) 
that the veſſel and cargo muſt be libelled, and a dividend to 
the captors would follow, of all ſuch goods as might be le- 
gally claimed by the friends to America; and thoſe that were 
the property of them inimical, might be decreed forfeited. 
Upon further inquiry, I was informed a reſolve paſſed in 
Congreſs that all veſſels and goods, retaken previous to a 
condemnation by a Britiſh court of admiralty, were liable to 
a partial decree (by every colony judge) to the captors,— - 
not more than one-third, nor leſs.than one-fourth, The 
preſent prize falls under this reſolye : and any other, that 
[makes the] property of our internal enemies liable to a full 
confiſcation, may be neceſſary for my government: therefore 
ſhall be much obliged by your full direction of this capture, 
and a copy of the continental reſolves thereon. This brigan- 
tine is owned by a Mr. Richard Hart of this town, taken on 
her return from the Weſt Indies laſt October, and carried 
into Boſton, not condemned. The rum on board are ſeven- 
teen hogſheads,—and four of ſugar, not removed out of her 
from the time of capture. The other cargo was in ge- 
neral ſtolen by virtue of general Howe's proclamation 
(which undoubtedly you have ſeen) appointing one C * 
B* * * ſuperintendant, who, by the way, was taken in 
the- prize, and is now confined in the Maſſachuſetts colony, 
with Mr. J * * * and ſundry others, by order of the general 
court to whom general Ward delivered them. 

© There were a ſergeant and twelve privates of the fourth, 
or king's own regiment, taken priſoners on board, with the 
others, making ſixty-three ſouls. * 

N A . from the pillage of this cargo by many 
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of the paſſengers, the property was in him who could ſecret 
the moſt. For, when examining the cheſts and beddiny of 
the priſoners, I found great quantity of goods that they 
had collected while on board, which. were taken out of 
warehouſes without ' packing, and hove promiſcuouſly on 
board the veſſel. Even the ſailors had provided for their 
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diſpoſal at pleaſure. In fact, the deſtruction of property, 
under cover of general Howe's re is unparallel- 
ed. # * * 
c I am now diſcharging the cargo, as it is Wenne 
ſituation; and, when ſelected, and the regular courſe pur- 


ſued through the admiralty, ſhall advertiſe agreeable to his 
excellency's inſtructions to general Ward, who was obliging 
enough to give me an abſtract. 

The general court of this province, finding a difficulty „ 
in making a code of laws for the admiralty-court, did not th 
complete that inſtitution their laſt ſeſſion, when they ad- ks 
journed to June ; which lapſe of time will not admit my [1 
facilitating the diſpoſal of the prizes under my care, ſo early tir 
as I could wiſh, for the ſafety of part of the intereſt of the © 
Suſanna's cargo, viz. the porter, which I fear may be ſpoil- un 
ed by lying fo long,—it not having equal body to that com- cal 
monly imported for ſale ;—which induces me to defire your * 
direction for a diſpoſal of that article either at private or Wil *" 
public ſale.” 

That, fir, is an 0 copy of part of Mr. Wentworth's 
letter to Mr. Moylan, I now requeſt you will pleaſe to di- 
rect me, in what manner ſhall inſtruct the agent reſpecting 
the complicated cargo, and whether he may be empowered 
to diſpoſe of the porter or any other articles on board the 
prizes under his care, which the delay of eſtabliſhing the 
court of admiralty may make liable to periſh. 

I have not yet heard that there has been any trial of the 
prizes carried into Maffachuſetts-Bay. This procraſtination 
is attended with very bad conſequences. Some of the veſſels 
had fitted out are now laid up, the crews being dillatisfied 

that 
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that they cannot get their prize-money. I have tired the 
Congreſs upon this ſubject: but the importance of it makes 
me again mention, that, if a ſummary way of proceeding is 
not reſolved on, it will be impoſſible to get our veſſels man- 
ned. I muſt alſo mention to you, fir, that captain Manly 
and his crew are deſirous to know when they may expect 
their part of the value of the ordnance ſtores taken laſt fall. 
They are anxious to know what the amount may be. As the 
inventory. of that cargo is in the hands of Congreſs, I would 
humbly ſubmit it to them, whether a valuation thereof ſhould. 
not be made, and the captors' dividend be remitted them as 
ſoon as poſſible. It will give them ſpirit, and encourage them 
to be alert in looking out for other prizes. 

Several officers belonging to the regiments raiſed in theſe 
middle colonies. inform me that their men (notwithſtanding 
their agreement) begin to murmur at the diſtinction of pay 
made between them and the regiments from the eaſtward, 
I would be glad that the Congreſs would attend to this in 
time, leſt it may get to ſuch a pitch as will make it difficult 
to ſuppreſs. , They argue that they perform the ſame duty, 
undergo the ſame fatigue, and receive five dollars, when the 
eaſtern regiments receive ſix dollars and two-thirds per 
month. For my own part, I wiſh they were all upon the 
ſame footing : for, if the Britiſh army will not face this way, 
it will be neceſſary to detach a great part of our troops: in 
that caſe, I would, for many reaſons, be ſorry there ſhould 
be any diſtinctions of regiments that are all in the pay of 
the United Colonies. 

The deficiency of arms (in the New-York regiments eſ- 
pecially) is very great. If I am rightly informed, there are 
ſcarce as many in colonel Ritzema's regiment as will arm 
one company,—Can the Congreſs remedy this evil? If they 
can, there ſhould not a moment be loſt in effecting it, as 
our ſtrength at preſent is, in reality, on paper only Should 
we think of diſcharging thoſe men who are without 
* the diſeaſe: for, by vigor · 
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ous exertions, I hope arms may be procured; and I well | 


know that the raiſing men is exceeding difficult, eſpecially 
to be engaged during the continuance of the war, which is 
the footing on which "colonel Ritzema's regiment is en. 
gaged. | | 

April 26,——I had wrote thus far before I was honor. 
ed with your favor of the twenty-third inſtant. In obe- 
dience to the order therein contained, I have directed fir 
regiments more for Canzda, which will embark as ſoon as 
veſſels and other necefſaries can be provided. Theſe regi- 
ments will be commanded by general Sullivan, I ſhall gire 
him inſtructions to join the forces in that country under ge- 
neral Thomas, as ſoon as poſſible. 

With reſpe& to ſending more troops to that country, I 
am really at a loſs what to adviſe, as it is impoſſible at pre- 
ſent to know the deſigns of the enemy. Should they ſend the 
whole force under general Howe up the river St. Laurence 
to relieve Quebec and recover Canada, the troops gone and 
now going will be inſufficient to ſtop their progreſs : and 
ſhould they think proper to ſend that or an equal force this 
way from Great Britain for the purpoſe of poſſeſling this 
city and ſecuring the navigation of Hudſon's river, the 
troops left here will not be ſufficient to oppoſe them : and yet, 
for any thing we know, I think it not improbable they may 
attempt both,--both being of the greateſt importance to 
to them, —if they have men. 

I could with indeed that the army in Canada ſhould be 
more powerfully reinforced : at the ſame time I am con- 
ſcious that the truſting this important poſt (which is now 
become the grand magazine of America) to the handful 
of men remaining here, is running too great a riſk. The ſe- 
curing this poſt and Hudſon's river is to us alſo of ſo great 
importance, that I cannot at preſent adviſe the ſending any 
more troops from hence:—on the contrary, the general of- 
ficers now here, whom I thought it my duty to conſult, 
think it aþſolutely neceſſary to increaſe the army at this 
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place with at leaſt ten thouſand men, eſpecially when it is 
conſidered, that, from this place only, the army in Canada 
muſt draw its ſupplies of ammunition, proviſions, and, moſt 
of men; and that all reinforcements can be ſent 
from hence much eaſier than from any other place. — By the 
incloſed return, you will ſee the ſtate of the army here, and 
that the number of effective men is far ſhort of what the 
Congreſs muſt have expected. Ne | | 

I have found it neceſſary to order colonel Dayton's regi- 
ment from New-Jerſey to march as one of the ſix to Cana- 
da: wherefore I muſt recommend it to Congreſs to order 
tro companies of one of the regiments ſtill in Pennſylvania 
to march to Cape-May, which can be done much ſooner ; 
for, had this deſtination of that regiment not taken place, it 
would have been very inconvenient to have detached two 
companies from it to that place; as the march would (ac- 
cording to lord Stirling's and other accounts) have been at 
leaſt two: hundred miles from Amboy, and they muſt have 
paſſed within twenty miles of Philadelphia, there being no 
practicable road along the ſea-coaſt of New-Jerſey for their 
baggage to have paſſed. 

Dr. Potts, who is bearer hereof, was, I underſtand, ap- 
pointed director of the hoſpital for theſe middle colonies : 
but the army being removed, with the general hoſpital, from 
the eaſtward, does in courſe ſupercede him. He is inclined 
to go to Canada, where he may be very uſeful, if a perſon 
is not already appointed for that department. —I would 
humbly beg leave to aſk the Congreſs whether, in all theſe 
appointments, it would not be beſt to have but one chief, to 
whom all the others ſhould be ſubordinate. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 


Six, 810 New-York, April 30, 1776, 

I MEAN, through you, to do myſelf the honor of 
laying before Congreſs a copy of an addreſs tranſmitted 
them ſome time ago by the aſſembly of Rhode-Ifland, which 
K 4 governor 
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governor Cooke fayored me with in the month of January, © 


at the ſame time requeſting me to intereſt myſelf in pro- 
curing a body of forces on the continental eſtabliſhment, for 
the defence of thaf colony. I doubt not but the addreſs and 
the ſubject of it have had the attention and conſideration of 
| Congreſs before now. But if they have not decided upon the 
matter, I would beg leave to mention that I have made inquiry 
into the ſituation and condition of the colony, and ſind it to be 
as ſtated in the addreſs ; and, with all deference to the opinion 

_ of, Congreſs, conceive it highly neceffary and expedient that 
- they ſhould adopt ſome meaſures for relieving their diſtreſs, 
and granting the aid prayed for. The importance of it in 
the chain of the union, —its ' extenſive ſea-coaſt, affording 


harbqrs for our ſhipping and veſſels, at the ſame time ex- | 


poſing and ſubjecting the inhabitants to the ravages and de- 
predations of our enemies, —the zeal and attachment which 
it has ſhewn, and which ſtill actuates it, towards the com- 
mon cauſe,—their incapacity to pay a ſufficient number of 
men for its defence, ſhould they be able to furniſh them af- 
ter ſo many engaged in other fervices z—theſe, and many 
other reaſons which are too obvious to be mentioned, plead 
powerfully for the notice and attention of Congreſs, and 
feem to me to claim their ſupport. 

Having thus ſtated the matter to Congreſs for their conſi- 
deration, agreeable to my promiſe to governor Cooke when 
I had the honor of ſeeing him on my way here, I ſhall leave 
it with them, not doubting but they will duly weigh its im- 
portance, and give ſuch aſſiſtance as they may think reaſon- 
able and fuſt.—What they chiefly wiſh for is that the troops 
they have raiſed may be taken into continental pay, and 
commanding officers appointed 85 na 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 
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*. Newt ork, May 5, _— 
4 AM honored with your favor of the thirtieth ulti- 
mo, and obſerve what Congreſs. have done reſpecting the 
ſettlement of the paymaſter's accounts. This ſeems expe- 
pedient, as he is out of office, and, I am certain, will be at- 
tended with but little if any difficulty; nothing more being 
neceſſary, than to compare the warrants with his debits, and 
the receipts he has given, with his credits: I wiſh every 
other ſettlement as eaſy, and that a committee was appoint- 
ed to examine and audit the accounts upon which the war- 
rants are founded, particularly thoſe of the quarter-maſter 
and commiſſary generals. They are long and of high 
amount, conſiſting of a variety of charges, - of courſe more 
intricate, —and will require time and an extraordinary degree 
of attention to adjuſt and liquidate in a proper manner. — 
Upon this ſubject, I did myſelf the honor to write you a 
conſiderable time ago. 

Having had ſeveral complaints from the ee in the 
eaſtern regiments who have been and are engaged in rectuit- 
ing, about the expenſe attending it, and for which they have 
never yet been allowed any thing, though the officers in 
theſe governments have, as I am informed, —I ſhall be glad 
to know whether the allowance of ten ſhillings, granted to 
the officers for every man enliſted, by the reſolve of Con- 
greſs in [ January], is general and indiſcriminate, or con- 
fined to the middle diſtricts. If general, muſt I have retro- 
ſpe. to the time of the reſolve, and pay for the ſervices 
| ſince, or only for future enliſtments? 

In a letter I wrote to Congreſs the twenty-fifth of Decem- 
ber, I incloſed one I had received from Jacob Bailey, eſquire, 


about opening a road from Newbury to Canada. I have re- 


ceived another of the fifteenth ultimo : and, from his account 
and the intelligence I have from others upon inquiry, I have 
no doubt of the practicability of the meaſure ; and am well 
informed that the diſtance will be conſiderably ſhortened, in- 

ſomuch 
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ſomuch that our people going from any part of the New. 


England governments eaftward of Connecticut- river, to Ca- 


nada, or returning from thence home, will perform their 
march in five or ſix days leſs time than by coming or going 
any way now uſed. Add to this that the road may be fo con- 
ducted (as it is ſaid) as to go to the river Miſſiſque, from 
whence the water- carriage to St. John's is good, except forty 
odd miles,—or be carried fo far to the northward, as to keep 
clear of the lakes altogether, and afford an eafy paſs into 
Canada at all feaſons. The advantage reſulting from this 
route being ſo great and important, I have advanced colonel 
Bailey two hundred and fifty pounds to begin with, and di- 
reed him to execute his plan. No doubt it will require a 
confiderable advance to accompliſh it : but that will be ſoon 
funk. The expenſe faved, by taking off fix days* pay and 


_ proviſions from the ſoldiers returning to the eaftern go- 
vernments at the expiration of this campaign, will be almoſt 


if not more than equal to the charge incurred in opening it. 
If not,—as in all probability there will be often a neceſſity 
for fending detachments of our troops to Canada from thoſe 
governments, and for others to return, it will ſoon vo re- 
paid. ; 

By a letter Gas general Schuyler, of the Ch 
ultimo, I find general Thompſon and his brigade were at 
Albany ;—general Sullivan with the laſt (except three or four 
companies of colonel Wayne's regiment, not yet come) is 
embarked and gone, and probably will be ſoon there. I 
am apprehenſive, from general Schuyler's account, that they 
will not proceed with the withed-for expedition, owing to a 
difficulty in getting teams and provender for cattle neceſſary 


to carry their baggage, and a ſcarcity of batteaux at the 


lakes for fo large a number, though he is taking the utmoſt 
pains to procure them. Should they be ſtopped for any 
time, it will be exceedingly unfortunate, as their going from 


hence has weakened us here much, and our army in Canada 


will not be ſtrengthened. 
| I have 
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T have ſent with the laſt brigade ſixty barrels of powder, 
and other ſtores and intrenching tools, a ſupply being aſked 
for ; alſo the chain for a boom at the narrows of Richelieu, 
and the three boxes of money brought by Mr. Hanſon ; and 
have wrote to general Schuyler to have the boom fixed as 
ſoon as poſſible. —The commiſſary too has forwarded about 
eight hundred barrels of pork, and is in expectation of a 
further quantity from Connecticut, which will go on with- 
out ſtopping here. 

As the magazine from whence the northern and 5 
armies will occaſionally receive ſupplies of powder will pro- 
bably be here, and our ſtock is low and inconſiderable, being 
much reduced by the ſixty barrels ſent to Canada, I ſhall be 

glad to have a quantity immediately forwarded. Our ſtores 
ſhould be great: for if the enemy make an attack -upon the 
town, or attempt to go up the North-river, the expenditure 
will be very conſiderable. Money too is much wanted: 
the regiments that are paid have only received to the firſt of 
April, except thoſe of Pennſylvania and Jerſey which are 
gone to Canada: they are paid to the laſt of April. By a 
letter from general Ward, I find his cheſt is juſt exhauſted ; 
the money which was left with him for the payment of the 
hve regiments at Boſton and Beverly being almoſt expended 
by large draughts in favor of the commiſſary and quarter- 
maſter, and in fitting out the armed veflels. 

I would here aſk a queſtion, to wit, whether, as Mr. War- 
ren's commiſſion is ſuperceded by Mr. Palfrey's appointment, 
it will not be neceſſary to fix upon ſome perſon to pay the 
troops there: or are the payments to go through his hands? 
—He does not incline to do any thing in the affair without 
the direction of Congreſs. | 

I have incloſed you a return of the laſt brigade teaches, 
and alſo of the forces remaining here. And as it is a 
of much importance to know the whole of our ſtrength — 
time to time, and to ſee it at one view, for regulating our 
movements with propriety, I wiſh it were a direction from 

Congreſs 


A 
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Congreſs to the commanding officers in the different diſtricts 
to make monthly returns to the commander-in-chief of the 
continental army, of the ſtate of the troops in their depart- 
ments, and alſo of the military ſtores. Such direction will 
probably make them more attentive than they otherwiſe 
would be.—I could not get a return of the army in Canada 
all laſt year. 

I beg leave to lay before — HY <P BIPY 
ings of a court-martial upon lieutenant . * * of the ſe- 
- cond regiment, and of his defence, — which I ſhould not 

| have troubled them with, had I not conceived the court's 
ſentence, upon the facts ſtared in the proceedings, of a ſin- 
gular nature, to be by no means adequate to the enormity of 
his offence, and to be of exceeding dangerous and pernicious 
tendency. Upon theſe principles I thought it my duty to 
tranſmit the proceedings to them, in order that they may 
form ſuch a judgment upon the facts ſtated, as they may 
conceive right and juſt, and advancive of the public good. — 
At the ſame time I would mention to. Congreſs that I think 
ir of material conſequence that they ſhould paſs: a reſolve, 
cutting off the right of ſucceſhon in the military line from 
one rank to another, which is claimed by many upon the 
happening of vacancies, -( upon which principle this offence 
ſeems to have originated in a great meaſure, and the extraor- 
dinary judgment in this inſtance to be founded)—declaring 
that no ſucceſſion or promotion can take place upon any va- 
cancy, without a continental commiſſion giving and autho- 
riſing it. It is of much confequence to check and entirely 
ſuppreſs this opinion and claim, which is becoming too pre- 
valent, and has an obvious tendency to introduce mutiny 
and diſorder ;—or, if they conceive the claim good, and that 
it ſhould take place, that they will declare it ſo, that the 

point may be ſettled and known in future. 1 
I have the honor to be, &c. I G. W. 


Sim, 
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Sim, | . __ New-York, May 55 1776. | 


I HAVE ſo aſh and ſo ſully communicated my want 
of arms to Congreſs, that I ſhould not have given them the 
trouble of receiving another letter upon this ſubject at this 
time, but for the particular application of colonel Wayne of 


Pennſylvania, who has pointed out a method by which he 


thinks they may be obtained. 

In the hands of the committee of ſafety at Philadelphia, 
there are, according to colonel Wayne s account, not leſa 
than two or three thouſand ſtand of arms for provincial uſe. 
From hence he thinks a number might be borrowed by Con- 
greſs, provided they are replaced with continental arms as 
they are brought into the magazine in that city. At a criſis 
ſo important as this, ſuch a loan might be attended with the 


moſt ſignal advantages, — while the defenceleſs ſtate of the 


regiments, if no relief can be had, may be e of 
fatal conſequences. 

To give Congreſs ſome idea of our eden with reſpet 
to arms—{and juſtice to my own character requires that it 
ſhould be known to them, although the world at large will 
form their opinion of our ſtrength from numbers, without 
attending to circumſtances)—it may not be amiſs to incloſe- 


a copy of a return which I received a few days ago from the 


forts in the Highlands, and add, that, by a report from colo- 


nel Ritzema's regiment, of the twenty-ninth ultimo, there 


appeared to be only ninety-ſeven firelocks and ſeven bayonets 
belonging thereto ; and that all the regiments from the eaſt- 


ward are deficient from twenty to fifty of the former. Four- 
of thoſe companies at the fortifications in the Highlands be- 


long to colonel Clinton's regiment: but in what condition 
the reſidue are on account of arms, and how colonel Wyn- 
koop's men are provided, I cannot undertake to ſay, but am 
told, moſt miſerably z as colonel Dayton's of New-Jerſey 
and colonel Wayne's of Pennſylvania alſo are. This, fir, is 
2 true though melancholy deſcription of our ſituation. Ibe 
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propriety therefore of keeping arms in ſtore when men in 
actual pay are in want of them, and who (it is to be pre- 
fumed) will, as they ought, bear the heat and burden of 


the day, is ſubmitted with all due deference to the ſuperior 


judgment of others. 


I cannot, by all the inquiries I hove-been able to ks, 


learn what number of-arms have been taken from the tories, 
where they lie, or how they are to be got at. The com- 
mittee of ſafety for this colony Have aſſured me that no ex- 
ertions of theirs ſhall be wanting to procure arms: but our 
ſufferings in the' mean while may prove fatal, as men without 
are in a manner uſcleſs. I have therefore thoughts of em- 


ploying an agent whoſe ſole buſineſs it ſhall be to ride 


through the middle and interior parts of theſe governments, 
for the purpoſe of buying up ſuch arms' as the inhabitants 
may incline to ſell, and are fit for uſe. 

The deſigns of the enemy are too much behind the cur- 
tain for me to form any accurate opinion of their plan of 
operations for the ſummer's campaign. We are left to wan- 


der therefore in the field of conjecture: and as no place (all 


its conſequences conhdered) ſeemed of more importance in 
the execution of their grand plan, than poſſeſſing themſelves 
of Hudſon's river, I thought it adviſable to remove with the 
continental army to this city ſo ſoon as the king's troops 
evacuated Boſton. But if Congreſs, from their knowledge, 
information, or belief, think it beſt for the general good of 
the ſervice that I ſhould go to the northward or elſewhere, 
they are convinced, I hope, that they have nothing more to 
do than ſignify their commands. — With the greateſt re- 
ſpect, I have the honor to be, xc. G. W. 


SIR, __ | . New-York, May 7, 1776. 


AT a quarter after ſeven this evening, I received by 
expreſs: a letter from Thomas Cuſhing, eſquire, chairman of 


2 committee of the honorable general, court, covering one 


0 to 


- OFFICIAL LETTERS) ug 


to them from the committee. of Salem; copies of which 1 
do myſelf the honor to lay beſore Congreſs, that they may 
judge of the intelligence contained therein, and direct ſuch 
meaſures to be taken upon the occaſion Wan 
proper and neceſſary. 
I would obſerve, that, ſuppoſing captain Lee's 3 to 


be true in part, I think there muſt be a miſtake either, in'the - - 


number of troops or the tranſport ſhips. If there are no 
more ſhips than what are mentioned, it is certain there can- 
not be ſo many troops, Of this, however, Congreſs can 
judge as well as myſelf; and I ſubmit to them, whether, 
upon the whole of the circumſtances, and the uncertainty of 
their deſtination- (if they were ſeen at all), they chuſe that 
any forces ſhall be detached from hence, as, they will ſer, 
from the returns tranſmitted yeſterday, that the number of 
men now here is but ſmall and inconſiderable; and (what is 
to be regretted) no ſmall part of theſe without arms.—Per- 
haps, by dividing and ſubdividing our force too much, we 
ſhall have no one poſt ſufficiently guarded. 

I ſhall wait their direction; and, whatever their order is, 
ſhall comply with it as ſoon as poſſible. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G1 

P. S. I have by the ſame expreſs a letter from general 
Ward, containing a ſimilar account to that from the Salem 
committee, and by way of captain Lee. 

Should the commiſſioners arrive that are mentioned, — 
are they to be received and treated ? I wiſh the direction F 
Congreſs upon the ſubjeR, by return of the bearer: 


7 


Sis, New-York, Me 17 1776. 


|  L AM now to acknowledge the receipt of your favors 

of the fourth and ſeventh inſtant with their ſeveral inclo- 
ſures, and am exceedingly glad, that, before the reſolution 
reſpecting lieutenant-colonel. Ogden came to hand, I had 
ordered him to join his regiment, and had quelled a diſa- 
| greeable 
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greeable ſpirit both of mutiny and deſertion, which had 
taken place and ſeemed to be rifing to a great degree in con- 
ſequence of it. In order to effect it, I had the regiment 
paraded, and ordered two more at the ſame time under arms, 
convinced them of their error and ill conduct, and obtained 
a promiſe for their good behavior in future. To ſuch of 
the men as had abſconded I gave pardons, on . afſurances 
to return to their duty again. 

In my letter of the fifth inſtant which T had the honor of 
addreſſing you, I mentioned to Congreſs the refractory and 
mutinous conduct of lieutenant * * of the ſecond re- 
giment, and laid before them a copy of the proceedings of 
court-martial upon him, and of his defence, with a view 
that ſuch meaſures might be adopted as they ſhould think 
adequate to his crime.—I would now beg leave to inform 
them, that, ſince then, he has appeared ſenſible of his miſ- 
conduct; and having made a written acknowledgment of his 
offence, and begged pardon for it (as by the incloſed copy 
will appear), I thought it beſt to releaſe him from his con- 


k a == YT. He entree 


I hope will meet their approbation, and render any determi- 
nation, as to him, unneceſſary; —obſerving at the ſame time 
that I have endeavored, and, I flatter myſelf, not ineffec- 
tually, to ſupport their authority, and a due ſubordination in 
the army, I have found it of importance and highly expe- 
dient to yield many points in fact, without ſeeming to hare 


cuſſion of matters, which, in a political view, ought to be 
kept a little behind the curtain, and not be made too much 
the ſubjects of diſquiſition.— Time only can eradicate and 
overcome cuſtoms and prejudices of long ſtanding: they 
muſt be got the better of, by flow and gradual advances. 

I would here take occaſion to ſuggeſt to Congreſs (not 
wiſhing or meaning of myſelf to aſſume the ſmalleſt degree 
of power in any inſtance) the propriety and neceſſity of 
having their ſentiments reſpecting the filling up the va- 
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cancies and ifſuing commiſſions to officers, eſpecially to thoſe 
under the rank of field officers; Had I literally complied 
with the directions given upon this ſubject when I firſt en- 
gaged in the ſervice, and which I conceived to be ſuperceded 
by a ſubſequent reſolve for forming the army upon the pre- 
ſent eſtabliſhment, I muſt have employed one clerk for no 
other buſineſs than iſſuing warrants of appointment, and 
giving information to Congreſs for their confirmation or re- 
fuſal. It being evident from the neceſſity of the thing, that 
there will be frequent changes and vacancies in office, from 
death and a variety of other cauſes, I now ſubmit it to them; 
and pray their direction whether I am to purſue that mode 
and all the ceremonies attending it, or to be at liberty to fill” 
up and grant commiſſions at once to ſuch as may be fit and 
proper perſons to ſucceed, * * *®* 
' Before I have done, with the utmoſt deference and reſpe@t | 
I would beg leave to remind Congreſs of my former letters 
and applications reſpecting the appointment of proper per- 
ſons to ſuperintend and take direction of ſuch prifoners as 
have already fallen and will fall into our hands in the courſe 
of the war,—being fully convinced, that, if there were per- 
ſons appointed who would take the whole management of 
them under their care, the continent would fave a conſider- 
able ſum of money by it, atid the priſoners be better treated 
and provided with real neceſſaries than they now are and 
ſhall take the liberty to add that it appears to me a matter 
o much importance, and worthy of conſideration, that par- 
ticular and proper places of ſecurity ſhould be fixed on and 
eltabliſhed in the interior parts of the different governments 
for their reception. 
Such eſtabliſhments are agreeable to the practice and wage . 
pf the Engliſh and other nations, and are founded on prin- 
iples of neceſſity and public utility. The advantages which - 
Fill ariſe from them are obvious and many: ſhall only 
nention two or three, —They will tend much to prevent 


(capes (which are diſſicult to eſſect when the public is once 
Vou. I. L advertiſed 
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advertiſed that. the priſoners are reſtrained to a few ſtated | 


and well-known places; and not permitted to go from 
thence}; and the more ingenious among them from difſemi. 
nating. and ſpreading: their artſul and pernicious intrigues 
and opinions throughout the country, which would influence 
the weaker and wavering part of mankind, and meet with 
but too favorable a hearing. Further, it will be lefs in their 
power to join and aſſiſt our enemies in caſes of invaſion, and 
will give us an opportunity always to know, from the re- 
turns of thoſe appointed to ſuperintend them, what number 
we have in poſſeſſion, the force ſuſſicient to check and ſup- 
preſs their hoſtile views in times of emergency, and the ex- 
penſes neceſfary for their maintenance and ſupport. Many 
other reaſons might be adduced to prove the neceſſity and 
expediency of the meaſure:—1 ſhall only ſubjoin one more, 
and then have done on the ſubject, which is, that many of 
the towns where priſoners have been already ſent, not har- 
ing convenience for or the means of keeping them, complain 


| they are burdenſome ; and have become careleſs, inattentive, 


and altogerher indifferent whether they eſcape or not; and 
thoſe of them that are reſtricted to a cloſer confinement 
(the limits of jail) are neglected, and not treated with that 
_ and regard which Congreſs wiſh. 

I have. not received further intelligence of the 8 
8 ſince my letter of the ſeventh inſtant, covering Mr. 
Cuſhing's diſpatches. But, leſt the account of their coming 


ſhould be true, may it not be adviſable and good policy to 


raiſe ſome companies of our Germans to ſend among them 
when they arrive, for exciting a ſpirit of diſaffection and 


deſertion?—If a few ſenſible and truſty fellows could get 


with them, I ſhould think they would have great weight and 
influence with the common ſoldiery, who certainly have no 
enmity towards us, having received no injury nor cauſe of 
quarrel from us. The meaſure having occurred, and ap- 


pearing to me expedient, I thought it prudent to mention it 


for the conſideration of Congreſs, 


, Having 


—_ MA Se... is ESE EE 


OFFICIAL LETTERS. 147 


Having received a letter from general Ward, adviſing that 
Congreſs have accepted his reſignation, and praying to be 
relieved, and it being neceſſary that a general officer ſhould 
be ſent to take the command of the troops at Boſton, eſpe · 
cially if the army ſhould arrive which is talked of, and which 
ſome conſider as a probable event, I muſt beg leave to re- 
commend to Congreſs the appointment of ſome brigadier- 
generals, not having more here (nor ſo many at this time) 
than are efſential to the government and conducting the 
forces and the works that are carrying on. Generals Sul 
livan and Thompſon being ordered to Canada, I cannot 
ſpare one more general officer from hence without injuring 
the ſervice greatly, and leaving the army here without a ſuf 
ficient number. 

Having frequent applications from the committee of ſafety 
and others, about an exchange of priſoners, and not having 
authority to pyrſue any. other mode in this inſtance, than 
that marked out by a reſolve of Congreſs ſome conſiderable 
time ago, I hope they will pardon me when I wiſh them to 
take under conſideration. ſuch parts of my letter: of the 
twenty-ſecond ultimo as relate to this ſubject; and for 
their determination upon it. I ſhall then have it in my 
power to give explicit and ſatisfactory anſwers to thoſe who 
hall apply.—I am, fir, &e. S. W. 


Sin, 1 . New-Tork, May 1 5, 1776, 
SINCE my laſt of the eleventh inſtant which I had 
the honor to addreſs you, nothing of moment or importance 
las occurred; and the principal deſign of this is to com- 
municate to Congreſs the intelligence I received laſt night 
from general Schuyler by a letter of the tenth, reſpecting 
the progreſs of our troops in getting towards Canada, not 
doubting of their impatience and anxiety to hear of it and 
of every thing relating to the expedition. For their more 
particular information and ſatisfaction, I have done myſelf 
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the: pleaſure to extract the ſubſtance of his letter on this 


head, which is as follows :—* that general I hompſon, with 
the laſt of his brigade, on the morning of tueſday ſe'nnight, 
embarked at Fort-George ; and, in the evening of the nent 
day, general Sullivan arrived at Albany z—that he had order- 
ed an additional number of carpenters to aſſiſt in building 
boats; who, finiſhing eight every day, would have a hundred 
and ten complete by the twenty-fir(t, before which he was 
fearful the laſt of general Sullivan's brigade could not em- 
bark ;—that they would carry thirty men each, beſides the 
baggage, ammunition, and intrenching tools“ #* #* 


Hie alſo informs, © that the fixty barrels of powder had 


arrived, and would be forwarded that day that the firſt 
regiment of general Sullivan's brigade marched that morn- 
ing; and that the intrenching tools and about fix hundred 
barrels of pork were alſo gone on ;—that he cannot poſſibly 
fend more than half of the three hundred thouſand dollars 
into Canada (being greatly in debt on the public account, 
and the creditors exceedingly clamorous and -importunate 


for payment), which ſum he hopes wilt be ſufficient till the 


Canadians, agree to take our paper currency, to which they 
ate much averſe, and of whieh he is exccedingly doubtful ;— 
that he had got the chain, and would forward it that day to 
general Arnold, with orders to fix it at the rapids of Rieche- 
lieu.” He adds © that he had reviewed general Sullivan's 
brigade in preſence of about two hundrgd and ſixty Indians, 


| who. were greatly pleaſed with the ordbr and regularity of 


the troops, and ſurpriſed at the number, which, the torics 
had induſtriouſly propagated, conſiſted only of three compa- 
nies, and that they were kept always walking the ſtreets, to 
induce them to believe their number was much greater than 
it really was. 

I bave incloſed a copy of 8 Schnyterts inſtruction 
to James Price, eſquire, deputy commiſfary-general, for 
the regulation of his conduct in that department, which! 
received laſt night, and which general Schuyler reouelted 
. N a me 


r to Jig LE IC 


* OPFIOTAL UETTERS. wy 
me to forward you.—T alſo beg leave to lay before Congrefs 
1 copy of a letter from Samuel Stringer, director of one of 


the hoſpirals, purporting an application for an increaſe of 


ſurgeons'-mates, &c, an eſtimate of which is alſo incloſed; 


and ſubmit. it to them, what number muſt be ſent from 


hence or got elſewhere.” It is highly probable that many 
more will be wanted in Canada than are already tliere, on 
account of the late augmentation of the army: but I thoughe 
it molt adviſable to niake his requiſition known to Congreſs, 
and to take their order and direction upon it.—As to the 
medicines, I ſhall ſpeak to Dr. Morgan (not yet arrived) as 


ſoon as he comes, and order him to forward ſuch as may be 


neceſſary and can be poſſibly ſpared. 
have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 


Sin, New-York, May 17, 776. 

I THIS moment received by expreſs from general 
Schuyler an account of the melancholy proſpect and reverſe of 
our affairs in Canada: and preſuming that the letters which 
accompany this will give Congreſs full information upon the 
ſubject, I ſhall only add that general Schuyler, in purſuance 
of orders from the honorable commiſſioners, has directed 
brigadier-general Sullivan to halt his brigade ; as a further 
reinforcement (on account” of the ſcarcity of proviſions) 
would not relieve, ft contribute greatly to diſtreſs our troops 
already in Canada. Before he received theſe orders, all the 
brigade, except Dayton's and Wayne's regiments, had left 
Albany: but 1 ſuppoſe he will be able to ſtop their march. 
By my letter” of the fifteenth, Congreſs will perceive the 
quantity of "pork already gone from hence: and the com- 
miſſary has aſſured me that he will forward a further ſupply 


as ſoon as it can be poſſibly collected. I had alſo directed 


bye tons of lead to be ſent to general Schuyler for the Ca- 


nada expedition, before I received this unfortunate account; | 


WICK Wis as ech a0” could be ſpared for the preſent (our 
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ſtock being inconſiderable in proportion to the demand we 
may reaſonably expect for it); and ſhall do every thing in my 
power to relieve. our affairs from their preſent diſtreſſed and 
melancholy ſituation in that quarter, which occurs to me 
and appears neceſſary. 

I am alſo to acknowledge the receipt of your favors of the 
tenth and thirteenth inſtant, with their ſeveral incloſures. 
The money, accompanying the latter, came to the paymaſ. 
ter's hands ſafe.—I have the honor to be, &c. G. W 


SIR, | " New-York, May 18, 1776. 
I DO myſelf the honor to tranſmit. to you the in. 
Cloſed letters and papers I received this morning in the ſtate 
they now are, which contain ſundry matters of intelligence 
of the moſt intereſting nature. As the conſideration of 
them' may lead to important conſequences and the adoption 
of ſeveral meaſures in the military line, I have thought it 
adviſable for general Gates to attend Congreſs— (he will fol- 
low to-morrow, and ſatisfy, and explain to them ſome points 
they may wiſh to be informed of in the courſe of their deli- 
berations) —not having an opportunity at this time to ſubmit 
my thoughts to them upon theſe intereſting accounts. 
I have the honor to be, &c. Rr . 7 


SIR, New-York, May 19, 1776. 
THIS will be delivered you hy general Gates who 
ſets out to-day for Congreſs, agreeable to my letter of yel- 
terday. I have committed to him the heads of ſundry mat- 
ters to lay before Congreſs for their conſideration, which, 
from the intereſting intelligence contained in my laſt, ap- 
pear to me of che utmoſt importance, and to n theit 
moſt early and ſerious attention. 
Senſible that I have omitted to ſet down many things ne· 


ceſſary, and, which probably, when deliberating, they will 
with 
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wiſh to be acquainted with,—and not conceiving myſelf at li- 
berty to depart from my poſt (though to attend them) with- 
out their previous approbation,—I have requeſted general 
Gates to ſubjoin ſuchhiats of his own, as he may appre- 


hend material. His military experience and intimate ac- 


quaintance with the ſituation of our affairs will enable him 


ro give Congreſs the fulleſt ſatisfaction about the meaſures" 


neceſſary to be adopted at this alarming criſis; and, with 
his zeal and attachment to the cauſe of America, have a 
claim to their notice and favors. 

When Congreſs ſhall have come to a determination on 
the ſubje of this letter, and ſuch parts of my former letters 
as have not been determined on, you will be pleaſed to 
honor me with the reſult, —I am, fir, &c. G. W. 


ay PELES New-York; May 20, 1776. 

"YOUR favor of the ſixteenth, with ſeyeral reſolu- 
tions of Congreſs therein incloſed, I had not the honor to re- 
ceive till laſt night. Before the receipt, I did not think mylelf 
at liberty to wait on Congreſs, although I wiſhed to do itz 
and therefore the more readily conſented to general Gates's 
attendance, as I knew there were many matters which 
could be better explained in a perſonal interview than in 
whole yolumes of letters. He accordingly ſet out for Phil- 


adelphia yeſterday morning, and muſt have been too far 


advanced on hi s journey . he propoſed expedition) to be 
overtaken. 

I ſhall, if I can ſettle ſome matters which are in agitation 
vith the provincial Congiefs here, follow to-morrow or next 
day ; and therefore, with every ſentiment of regard, attach- 
ment, and gratitude to Congreſs for theit kind attention to 
the means which they think may be conducive to my health, 
and with particular thanks to you for the politeneſs of your 
invitation to your houſe, Nr oy fir, Jour pt obe. 
dient, Fenn S. W. 
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"Stn, K Philadelphia, Fane 3 7 
NO I HAVE peruſed the petition. preferred by the in- 
dependent corps of Boſton,” and, beg leave, through you, 
to inform Congreſs that the five regiments there, are ex- 
tremely deficient in arms, as are many other regiments in 
continental pay; f and ſubmit. it to their conſideration, 
whether any part of the arms ; lately taken, under theſe cir- 

cumſtances, ſhould be delivered to the gentlemen applying 
for them; ;—determining at the ſame time, that whatever de- 
cifion they come to will be agreeable to me, and be r 


ö complied with by. fir, your moſt Fa . SG. W. 


* ( | 


"Nati Jun⸗ 7, 1776; 


I DO mylelf the honor to inform Congreſs that I ar- 
rived here yeſterday afternoon about one o'clock, and found 
all in a ſtate of peace and quiet. I had not time to view the 
works carrying on, and thoſe ordered to be begun when J 
vent away z, but have reaſon to believe, from the report of 
ſuch of the general and other officers as I had the pleaſure 
to ſee, that they haye been proſecuted and forwarded with 
all poſſible diligence and diſpatch... 

1 am much concerned for the ſituation of our affairs i in C 
nada, and am fearful, ere this, it is much worſe than was 
firſt reported at Philadelphia. The intelligence from thence, 
in a letter from captain Wilkinſon of the ſecond regiment, 
to general Greene, is truly alarming. It not only confirms 
the account of colonel-Riddle and major Sherburne's defeat, 


1 


but ſeems to fore bode general Arnold's, with the loſs of 


Montreal, - haye incloſed a copy of. the letter, which will 
but too well ſhe w that there is RFI for my appreben- 
ons. 

On wedneſday 8 ne er an expreſs * genera 
Schuyler, with ſundry papers reſpecting fr John Johnſton, 
which I have not time to copy, as the poſt is juſt going off, 


but 


* >» 


On as ao 4. . an oo anos 8 


2 290 


ly can. 

” Before 1 lefe Philadelphia, 1 employed a 
intend the building of the gondolas which Congreſs had ae» 
ſolved. on for this place. He is arrived, and all things ſeem 
when they are done, we ſhall be in much want of guns, 
having never enen 


Hopkins. ds 5 
Be pleaſed to mention „ 


ſpect; and I am, fir, with every ſentiment of regard 'and - 


clteem, your and their moſt obedient ſervant, . G. W. 

P. 8. I this minute received your, favor-of the fifth-in« 
tant. I am in need of commiſſions, and beg Congreſs to 
point out preciſely the line I am to purſue in filling them 
up. This I mentioned in my letter of the eleventh ultimo. 
am much pleaſed at the fortunate captures, and the ge- 


nerous.conduA of the ownere and maſtery Jer de ö! | 
Fo rg {97-6103 dae e 45400800 
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N * addrefling you, and which was deſigned to have gong by. 


poſt, but was prevented by his departure before the uſual 


time, I mentioned my having received by expreſs a letter and | 


ſundry. papers from general Schuyler, reſpecting fir. John. 
Johnſton, copies of which I herewith tranſmit you for. your: 
inſpection and peruſal, They will ſhew you what meaſures, 
were planned and attempted for apprehending him, _—_ 
curing the Scotch Highlanders in Tryon county. 

Haying heard that the troops at Boſton are exremely _ 
eaſy and almoſt mutinous for want of pay (ſeveral months 
being now due), I muſt take the liberty to repeat # queſtion” 
contained in my letter of the fifth ultimo what mode 
is to be 1 OG: it? whether 3 1s money to be ſent 

f N from 
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from hence by the paymaſter-general, or ſome perſon ſubor. 


dinate to him to be appointed there for that purpoſe? I ex. 
peRed ſome direction would have been given in this in- 
ſtance, long ere this, from what was contained in yours ac- 
companying (or about the time of) the laſt remittance. I 
preſume'it has been omitted by reaſon of the gs. el of 
important buſineſs before Congreſs. | 

ls peruſing the ſeveral reſolves you honored me with when 
at Philadelphia and ſince my return, I find one allowing 2 
chief engineer for the army in a ſeparate department. The 
ſervice requiring many of them, I wiſh Congreſs, if they 
NY perſons ſkilled in this buſineſs, would appoint 
them. General Schuyler has frequently applied, and ſug- 
geſted the necellity of m—_ ſome in Canada. — 1 myſelf 
know of none. 

I alfo find there is a reſolve of + nai of June for 
taking Indians into the ſervice, which, if literally conſtrued, 
confines them to that in Canada. — Is that the meaning of 
Congreſs, or that the commander-in-chief may order their 
ſervice to any place he may think neceſſary ? 

In reſpect to the eſtabliſhing expreſſes between the ſeveral 
continental poſts, —who is to do it ?—the reſolve does not 
ſay. ls it expected by Congreſs that 1 ſhould ? —Whoever 
the work is aſſigned to, I think, ſhould execute it with' the 


| utmoſt diſpatch. The late imperfe& and contradictoty ac- 


counts reſpecting our defeat at the Cedars ſtrongly point 


Ab neceſſity there is for it. No intelligence is yet come 
from any officer in command there (and moſt probably for 


want of-a proper channel to convey it), ws this misſor. 
tune happened ſo long ago. 
When 1 had the honbr of being in Congreſs, fl iiſtake 


netz I heard a reſolve read, or was told of one, allowing the 


New-York troops the ſame pay as others in the contivental 
ſervice. This, if any fuch, I do not find; and if there is not 
ſuch a one, I ſhall be under ſome embarraſſment, how to pay 
the _ to be provided by this province. The reſolve pro- 

| viding 
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viding them ſays they are to be paid, while iu ſervice, aß 
other troops are. But if thoſe enliſted heretofore in this 
province are to receive according to the firſt eſtabliſhment, it 
is 4 matter of doubt, what the militia are to have. 

Before this comes. to hand, a hand-bill, containing an ac- 


count of a victory gained by general Arnold over the party 


that had defeated colonel Biddle and major Sherburne, will 
moſt probably have reached you. I have inquired into the 
authenticity of this fortunate report, and have found there 
is no dependence to he put in it; nor do 1 believe it deſerv · 
ing of the leaſt credit. I ſhall be happy not to hear the re» 
verſe. —T have the honor to be, &c. * S. W. 


P. S. If Congreſs have come to any reſolution about an 


allowance to induce men to re- enliſt, you will pleaſe to fas 
vor me with it, as the time the rifle regiment is engaged for 
is juſt expired. 


As the militia will be coming in, and they will be in much 
need of covering, pleaſe to have all the tents, and cloth pro- 
per for making them, that can be procurgdy Torwandes. ag 


ſoon as poſſible . | | | EY 


Bir, | New-York, Tune % 1776, 
1WAS honored yeſterday with your favor of the ſe- 
venth, with its jacloſures, - When Dr. Potts arrives, I ſhalb 
order him to Canada or Lake-George, as may appear moſt 
proper. It is certainly neceſſary that he or Dr. Stringer 
ſhould: go to the former. The reſolve reſpecting general 
Wooſter's recall I will immediately 2 him, with _ 
rections to repair hither without delay. 
The ſituation of our affairs in Canada, as reported by th the 
honorable commiſſioners, is truly alarming ;z and I am ſorry: 


that my opinion of the ill conſequences reſulting from the 


ſhort enliſtment of the army ſhould be but too well con- 


firmed by the experience they have had of the want of dif. 


cipline and order in our ſoldiery chęere. This induces me 
** again 
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again to wiſh Congreſs to determine on a-liberal allowance 


to engage the troops already in ſervite to re-enliſt for a 


longer period, or during the continuance of the war: nor 
can I forbear expreſſing my opinion of the propriety of keep. 
ing the military cheft always ſupplied” with money, as evils 
of the moſt intereſting. nature ate often produced for want 
of a regular paytrictit of > AB he neglect makes them 
CR and. Untcaſys b d 2vRi 


beteten of flour; as, frons — accounts I had re- 
ceived from theme, I was led to expbtt chat conſiderable 
ſupples of that article could be proctired there. + That our 


misfortunes may not become greater, I have wrote to the 


commiſſary' to forward more Pn os to thoſe 


already ſent, 
An adjutant and Sat are -indifpenſabl 


nedeſſary, with aſſiſtants. The money ſaved to the continent 
by their non · appointment will be but ſmall and trifling, 


© when put in competition with the loſs for want of them, 


Colonel Fleming, who acted in the former capacity under 
general Montgomery, is now here: but his indiſpoſition is 
ſuch as to render him unfit, at this time, for the poſt :—it is 
an important one, and requires vigor and activity to diſ- 
charge the duties of it. He will be of much ſetvice to 
colonel Reed, the buſineſs of whoſe-office will. ĩncreaſe con · 
Gderably by the augmentation of the army). 

It will be neceffary; too, that the commiſſaries in Canada, 


and the deputy quarter-maſter-generals; ſhould have ſeveral 


affiitants and:clerks:-nor do I think a preciſe number can 
be fixed on, as a variety of eiteumſtances may and muſt o«- 
cur, to render the number, efſential for doing the buſineſs in 
thoſe. departments, greater or leſs at different times. It 
will be better, L apprehend, 10 leave it indefinite, and with 
power to _ A: SS allow ſuck as _y be 
withtad 250% d: to ba $21:10 

_ am fil in the ate 6: ausm af Sed at 
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the Cedars, or on what terms the ſurrender was made, 25 li! 
the laſt letter from the commiſhoners has reference to a 1 ; 
former, and mentions an agreement entered into, which J _ 
have not ſeen : but I know of it more than I could wiſh. 'Þ 
have received from Providence, in conſequence of Mr. +519 | | 
Morris's order, as chairman of the ſecret committee of Con- Wi | 
| 
| 
| 
| 


greſs, two hundred and thirty-ſour muſbets, in part of the 
two hundred and forty-four directed to be ſent. The in- 
eee e ter en | | 
deficiency. . | if 
I ſhall be much obliged Þy your 1 a quantity of lead | 
and flints to be immediately forwarded :- our demands for 
both are and will be very preſſing. There are alſo wanted 
| ſome particular and neceflary medicines to complete our hoſ- 
pital cheſts, of which J will get Dr. Morgan to furniſh Con- 
greſs with a liſt, when he writes or waits on them about 
ſome other matters neceſſary to be fixed in his department. 
As general Wooſter, in all probability, will be here in a 
little time in compliance with the reſolve of Congreſs and 
my order tranſmitted to him, I wiſh to know what I am to 
do with him when he comes. | 
General Schuyler, in his letter of the chirty-firſ unge 
of which [ tranſmitted you a copy yeſterday, mentions chat = 
fundry perſons had a deſign to ſeize him as à tory, and pro- 
bably ſtill have; and wiſhes Congreſs to give him ſome N 
public mark of their approbation, if they are convinced of 
his zeal and attachment to the cauſe of his country. 
Whether he intended that I ſhould communicate his deſire 
to them, or not, I am not certain: but, ſuppoſing that he 
did, I muſt beg leave to requeſt that you will lay the para- 
graph before them, that they may do, in the inftanee of his 
* whatever they may judge neceffary. | | 
I bave the honor to be, &. d. w. 
P. S. If Congreſs have agreed to the report of the com- 
mittee ſor allowing the Indians fifty pounds for every pri- 
foner-they-ſha!l take at Niagara, ke, it is material 1 ſhould 
. * de 
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de informed of it. This will be a favorable opportunity ſor 


them to embrace, to gain poſſeſſion of Detroit and the other 
poſts, whilſt the enemy are engaged tewards Montreal, &c, 


— 6 
"a. New-York, Je 10, 1776, 
SINCE 1 did myſelf the honor of writing to you 


| yeſterday, I have had the ſatisfaction of ſeeing; and for 2 


ſew minutes converſing with, Mr. Chaſe and Mr. Carroll 
from Canada. 'Their account of our troops and the ſituation 
bf affairs in that department eannot poſſibly ſurpriſe you 
more than it has done me. But I need not touch upon a 
ſubje& which you will be ſo well informed of from the foun- 
tain-head 3 nor ſhould I have given you the trouble of a let- 
ter by this day's poſt, but for the diſtraction which ſeems to 
prexail in the commiſſary's department, as well as others in 
that quarter, the neceſſity of having it under one general di- 
rection, —and the diſſatisfaction of colonel Trumbull at the 
allowance made him by Congreſs as an equivalent for his trou- 
ble. With reſpect to this particular matter, I can only ſay 
that I think he is a man well [calculated] for the bulineſs, 
and that, where a ſhilling is ſaved in the pay, a pound may be 
loſt by miſmanagement in the office; and that his reſigha- 
tion at this time (I mean this campaign) may poſſibly be at- 
tended with fatal conſequences. I therefore humbly ſub- 
mit to Congreſs the propriety of handſomely rewarding thoſe 
gentlemen who hold ſuch very important, troubleſome, and 
hazardous offices, as commiſſary and quarter-maſter. 

In ſpeaking to the former about the ſupplies neceſſary for 


the troops to be raiſed, he informed me that the quantity of 
falt proviſions which was fhipping from hence might render 


his attempts to do it precarious; in conſequence of which, 
I defired him to lay the matter before the convention of this 
colony, which he will do this day, but in the mean while 
deſired Congreſs might be informed of the matter, which I 
; | 4 a cannot 
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cannot better do than in his own words incloſed, and ſub- 
mit the confideratior of it to the wiſdom of that Ne 
body. [ty 

Jo Congreſs I alſo ſubmit the propriety of keeping the; two 
continental batallions (under the command of colonels Shee 
and MF Gaw) at Philadelphia, when there is the greateſt 
probability of a ſpeedy attack upon this place, from the 
king's troops. The encouragements given by governor 
Tryon to the diſaffected, which are circulated, no one can 
well tell how,—the movements of theſe kind of people, which 
are more eaſy to perceive than deſcribe, —the confident 
report, which is ſaid to have come immediately from gover- 
nor Tryon, and brought by a frigate from Halifax, that the 
troops at that place were embarking for this,—added to a 


ſtrong from compariſon, leave not a doubt upon my mind 
but that troops are hourly expected at the Hook. 

I had no doubt when I left this city for Philadelphia, but 
that ſome meaſures would have been taken to ſecure the ſuſ- 
pected and dangerous perſons of this government before 
now, and left orders for the military to give every aid to the 
civil power. But the ſubject is delicate, and nothing is done 
init, We may therefore have internal as well as correc 
enemies to contend with. 

I have the honor to be, &c. S8. W. 


gun, Head. Quarter, New-York, June 13, 1776. 
I HAVE the honor of tranſmitting to Congreſs a 


incloſing a copy of a letter to him from colonel Kirkland. 1 
have likewiſe incloſed the copy of one directed to general Put- 


ler a vera: to commence a treaty with the Siz-Nations, 
and 


thouſan@Incidental circumſtances, trivial in themſelves, but 


letter which came by expreſs laſt night from general Schuyler, * 


nam or the commanding officer at New-York. The repre- 
ſentations contained in theſe letters have induced me, without 
waiting the determination of Congreſs, to direct general Schuy- 
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and to engage them in our intereſt, upon the beſt terms he 
and his colleagues in commiſſion can procure: and I truſt 
the urgency of the occaſion will juſtify my proceeding to the 
Congreſs che neceſſity for deciſion and diſpatch in all our 
_ meaſures, in my n becomes every day more and more 
apparent. ' - 

The expreſs, Mr. Benpet, was overtaken at Aliens by 
— Schuyler, who had received intelligence at Fort- 
George that a conſiderable body of Mohawk Indians were 
coming down the Mohawk river under the conduct of ſir 
John Johnſton. The general's extreme hurry would not 
allow bim to write: but it ſeems his intention is to collect 
at Albany a ſufficient force to oppoſe fir John. I have given 
him my opinion that colonel Dayton's regiment ſhould be 
employed in that ſervice, and to ſecure the poſt het Fort- 
Stanwix formerly ſtuod. i 

In conſequence of an infomation that ſeveral merchants 
were exporting ſalt pork. and beef from this place, I requeſted 
the commiſſary to make application to the provincial Con- 


grels for a reſtraint. to be laid on the exportation of thoſe 


articles, as I apprehended, not only that the enemy might 
receive ſupplies by the capture of our veſſels, but that our 
people might ſhortly experience a ſcarcity. The provincial 
Congreſs have accordingly made a reſolution (a copy of 
which is incloſed) to ſtop the exportation for fourteen days. 

They expect Congreſs will in the mean time frame ſome ge- 
-neral regulations on this head. They are unwilling (they 
ſay] to ſubjeQ their conſtituents tg partial reſtraints. 

. Fonce mentioned to Congreſs that 1 thought a war- office 
extremely neceſſary; and they ſeemed inclined to inllitute 


9 one for our army: but the affair ſeems to have been ſince 


dropped. Give me leave again to inſiſt on the utility and im- 
portanoe of ſuch an eſtabliſhment. The more | reflect upon 
the ſubject, the more I am convinced of its neceflity, and 
that affairs can never be properly conducted without it. 


Tis with ; Pleaſure I receive the reſoive jacloled in your 


8 | ſavor 
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Ffavot of the Eleventh inſtant. One conliderable ground of 
diſſaisfaQtion in the army is thereby remove. 


I have employed perſons in building the gondolas and 


rafts which the Congreſs thought neceſſary for the defence of 
this place; and, i in conjunction with the provincial Congreſs, 
have determined to fink chevaux-de-friſe, one of which + 


already begun. 


[am wich the mmoſtreſpe and deen, Ke. 6. v. 


— — —— 

Sm, News Terk, June 105 1776 

I ere wich tranſmit you copies of a letter from genes 
ral Schuyler and its ſeveral ĩncloſures which I received ſinte I 
had the honor of addreſſing you yeſterday. From theſe you 
will learn that general Thomas died the ſecond inſtant; and 
the apprebenſions of out frontier friends in this colony, that 
dur ſayage foes are meditating an attack againſt them. 

I muſt beg leave to refer you to a paragraph in the copy 
of general Schuyler's letter to general Putnam or the com- 
manding officer here, inclofed in mine of the thirteenth, 
where he requeſts a ſupply of clothing to be ſent for the 
army jn Canada. As there is but little or no probability of 
getting it here, I ſhall be glad to know whether thete will be 
any chance of procuring it in Philadelphia and, if it ſhoujd 
be ſent through the hands of the quarter-hafter here, to 
what account it is to be charged. 

I was laſt evening favored with yours of the eleventh i in- 
ſtant, and hope the two. batallions, which Congreſs have 
ordered from Philadelphia for the defence of this place, will 


tome provided with arms. If they do not, they will be of 
no ſervice, as there are more 9 I IIIY 


armed,” - / 

From general Scbapler letter, he has in view the tak 
ing poſt where Fort-Stanwix formerly ſtood: I wrote hin, 
| thought it prudent, previous to that, to ſecure à poſt lower 
down,” about the falls below the Gecman- Flats, leſt the 

vor. I. | M ſavages 
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ſatages ſhould poſſeſs themſelves of the country, and pre- 
vent ſupplies of men and proyiſions that may be neceſſary 
to ſend there in future. He ſays he is in want of cannon 
and ammunition; but has expreſſed himſelf ſo ambiguouſy, 
that I am at a loſs to know whether he meant what he has 
{aid as ag application or not, —this being the only intelli 
gence on the ſubject, and the firſt mention of bis want. 
have deſired him to explain the matter, and, in his ſuture re. 
quiſitions for neceſſaries, to be more certain and explicit as 
to quantity and quality. In the mean time I ſhall ſend him 
ſome intrenching tools, arid inquire whether there are any 
cannon that can be ſpared from hence. 3 
8 the hong 6p Ihe, nene vis 06: W- 
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Sin, *. d. Vun kerl, June 16, 1776, 
1 DO myſelf, the 1. to tranſmit to Congreſs a 
copy of a letter covering copies of other papers, which I re- 
a yeſterday eyening from general Sullivan, The intel- 
ligence communicated by him is pleaſing and intereſting, and 
ſuch as muſt afford the greateſt ſatisfaction, if the conduct 
the Canadians have diſcovered ſince his arrival among them 
is ingenuous and ſincere, 
General Sullivan mentions his hazing given commiſſions 
to ſome of the Canadians as a.meaſure founded in neceſſity, 
and requeſts my approbation of it. But not conſidering 
myſelf empowered to ſay any thing upon the ſubject, it may 
not be improper, for Congreſs to give him their opinion in 
this inſtance. 

I have alſo indoſed. copies of General Schuyler $ letter 
3 at the ſame time. They contain accounts reſpect 
ing. the Indians, variant from what was reported by Mr. 
Kirkland, but amounting to the ſame thing,the probabi- 
| 11 of the favages aeacking,. our Jroptiers. 
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pany of Highlanders on board, bound to Boſton. The in- 
tloſed extract from general Ward's letter to me will give 
you the intel ligence more particularly. There are accounts 
in the city mentioning other valuable prizes: but as general 
Ward * faid ex ” n I fear OP want aches 
cf je mention eo further ſum of ae e 
be wanted for our military cheſt by the time it can be ſent. 
The incloſed note from the pay-maſter- general ſhews the ne- 
ceſſity for it; and I may add, beſides his eſtimate of draughts 
to be made, there are the claims of the eaſtern troops at 
Boſton for three or r manche Pays how min 1 
now due. r 

Colonel Magaw i is ae Sith part of his batallion; and 
by wedneſday evening the whole both of his and wn 
Shee's will be here, as I am told. | 
As it is and may be of great importance to have a com- 
munication with the Jerſeys and Long-Ifland, I have had ſe- 
veral flat-bottomed boats built for the purpoſe, and have 
thoughts of getting more for Poſaic and Hackinſac rivers, 
where they may be equally neceſſary for tranſporting our 
army or part of it occaſionally, or ſuecours coming to or 
going from it.—I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 


din, 6 New-York, June 17, 1776. 


I BEG le leave to inform Congreſs that general Wooſter 
has repaired to head-quarters in obedience to their ' reſolve 
tranſmitted him; and ſhall be extremely glad if they will 
give me ſuch further direCtions about him as they may con- 
ceive neceſſary. He is deſirous of ſeeing his family in Con- 
necticut, as I am informed, having been a good while from 
it.—I ſhall wait their inſtructions as to his future Bren of 
ment. | 
I am, fir, with ſentiments of aback i tens &e, G. W. 

NM 2 
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Sig, | 5 Neu-Lrt, June 20, 1776. 


I AM now to acknowledge the receipt of your favors 
of the fourteenth and eighteenth inſtant, and the intereſting 
reſolves contained in them, with which I have been honored. 
The ſeveral matters recommended to my attention ſhall be 
particularly regarded, and the directions of Congreſs and 
your requeſts complied with in every inſtance, as far as in 
my power.. 

\ The inſtituting a war-office is e mn eyent of great 
importance, and, in all probability, will be recorded as ſuch 
in the hiſtoric page. The benefits derived from it, I flatter 
myſelf, will be conſiderable, though the plan upon which it 
is firſt formed may not be entirely perfect. This, like other 
great works, in its firſt edition, may not be free from error: 
—time will diſcover its defects, and experience ſuggeſt the 
remedy, and ſuch further improvements as may be neceſſary; 
but it was right to give it a beginning, in my opinion. 

The recommendation to the convention of New-York for 
reſtraining and puniſhing diſaffected perſons, I am hopeſul, 
will be attended with ſalutary conſequences z and the prohi- 
bition againſt exporting proviſions appears to have been 3 
meaſure founded in ſound policy, leſt proper tupplies ſhould 
be wanted, wherewith to ſupply our armies. 

I have tranſmitted general Schuyler the refolves about the 
Indians, and the others on which he is to act; and have te- 
queſted his ſtrict attention and exertions in order to their 
being carried into execution with all-poſhble diſpatch. 

I note your requeſt reſpecting Mr. Hancock. He hall 
have ſuch directions as may be neceſſary for conducting his 
office; and I am happy he will have ſo early a remittance 
for paying the troops in his department. | 

The filver and paper money deligned for Canada will be 
highly ſerviceable, and I bope will be the means of re-eſta- 
bliſhing our credit there in ſome degree with the Canadians 
and alſo encourage our men toa, Who have complained in 

8 | this 
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this inſtanee. When it arrives, I will ſend it forward under 
a proper guard. 

I have communicated to enen Gates the reſolve 


ol Congreſs for him to repair to Canada, and directed him 


to view / Point-au-fer, that a fortreſs may be erected if he 
ſhall judge neceſſary. He is preparing for his command, and 
in a few days will take his departure for it. I would fain 
hope his arrival there will give our affairs a complexion dif- 
ferent from what they have worn for a long time paſt, and 
that many eſſential benefits will reſult from it. 

The kind attention Congreſs have ſhewn to afford the 
commander-in-chief here every aſliſtance, by reſolving that 
recommendatory letters be written to the conventions of 
New - Jerſey, New-York, and aſſembly of Connecticut, to 
authoriſe him to call in the militia-in caſe of exigency, 
claims my thankful acknowledgments ; and, I truſt, if carried 
into execution, will produce many advantages in caſe it may 


be expedient at any time to call in early reinforcements. - 


The delays incident to the ordinary mode may frequently 
render their aid too late, and prove exceedingly injurious. 

I this evening received intelligence of the nineteenth in- 
flant from captain Pond of the armed ſloop Schuyler, of 
his having taken, about fifty miles from this, on the ſouth 
fide of Long-Iſland, a ſhip and a ſloop bound to Sandy- 
Hook. The ſhip, from Glaſgow, with a company of the 
forty-ſecond regiment, had been taken by one of commodore 
Hopkins's fleet, who took the ſoldiers out, and ordered her 
to Rhode-Ifland ; after which, ſhe was retaken by the Cer- 
berus, and put under the convoy of the ſloop. As captain 
Pond informs me, there were five commiſſioned officers, 
two ladies, and four privates on board. They are not yet 
arrived at head-quarters.—Incloſed is an invoice of what 
they have on board. 

General Wooſter having expreſſed an inclination and wiſh 
to wait on Congreſs, I have given him permiſſion, not hav- 
ing any occaſion for him here. He ſet out this morning. 

M 3 | I have 
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I have been up to view the grounds about Kingſbridge, and 
find them to admit of ſeveral places well calculated for de. 
fence; and, eſteeming it a paſs of the utmoſt importance, 
have ordered works to be laid out, and ſhall direct part of 
the two batallions from Pennſylvania to ſet about the ex- 


ecution immediately, and will add to their number ſeveral 


of · the militia when they come in, to expedite them with all 
poſſible diſpatch. Their conſequence, as they will keep open 
the communication with the country, ee u. the - molt 
ſpeedy completion of them. 

T have the honor to. be, Ke. agte was wh G. W W. 


93 


Six, A Ait Nw Lark, uae 21, ok 
I WAS this morning honored with your favor of the 
nineteenth inſtant, with ſundry reſolves of Congreſs, which 
came to hand after I had cloſed” mine of the twentieth. | 
ſhall appoint a deputy muſter-maſter-general as ſoon as I can 
fix upon a proper perſon for the office, and direct him im- 
mediately to repair to Canada. ö 
Mr. Bennet, the bearer of this, delivered me a letter to- 
day from general Schuyler, incloſing the proceedings of the 
commiſſioners of Indian affairs at a meeting at Albany in 
conſequence of the reſolution of Congreſs (as they ſay) 
which I tranſmitted, the ſeventh inſtant, for engaging the 
Indians in our ſervice. The gentlemen n to me to 
have widely miſtaken the views of Congreſs in this inſtance, 
and to have formed a plan for engaging ſuch Indians as were 


not in contemplation. I cannot aceount upon what princi- 


ples they have gone, as a part of their proceedings ſhews 
they are about to hold a conference with the Six-Nations. 
I ſuppoſe they eſteemed what they have done a neceflary 
- meaſure :-a copy of which I have the honor to incloſe 


— 


you. h 
I ſhall now beg leave to lay before Congreſs a propoſition 


made to me by captain Leary of this city, in behalf of a 
body 


* 
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body of men who. are deſirous of being employed in the con- 

tinental ſervice as a troop of- horſe, and at the fame time to 
offer my opinion that ſuch n corps may be extrephely-uſeful 

in many reſpects. In a march, they may be of the utmoſt ſer-: 
vice in reconnoitring the enemy and gaining intelligence, and 
haye it in cheir power to render many! important benefits. 
The terms on which they are willing te engage are-incloſedy- 
which appear to me moderate and reaſonable. I am alſo · ind 
formed that anotlter company might readily be made up, and 
moſt probably upon the ſame terms. I would therefore ſub- 
mit the propriety and expediency- of the meaſure to the con- 
ſideration of Congreſs, and wiſh their opinion whether it- 
will be agreeable to them that both or either of them ſhould; 
be formed and incorporated in this army, in manner as has 
been propoſed by captain Leary, if it can be done. 
{I have the honor to be, K . 6. W. 
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en 6 | »  Head-Quarters, June 21, 1776. 
THIS will be delivered to you by the chevalier de 
Re: and monſieur de Vermonet. They are French 
gentlemen juſt arrived in this place, who have made appli- 
cation to me to be received into the continental ſervice. 
They bring letters to Dr. Franklin and ſome other gentle- 
men of the Congreſs. I ſuppoſe it will better appear from 
thoſe letters, than from any information I can give, whether 
it will be proper to —_— them in the 3 they are 
defirous of. 

8 ry with the rade term, &c 0. W. 


Six, VWe.-Tort, June 23, 1776. 
I Herewith tranſmit you an extract of a letter from ge- 
neral Ward which came to hand by laſt-night's poſt, con- 
taining the agreeable intelligence of their having obliged the 
king's ſhips to leave Nantaſket road, and of two tranſports 
M 457 57 © more 


168 GENERAL WASHING TON*S 
more being taken by our armed veſſels, with two hundred 
and ten Highland troops on board. 

I fincerely-with the ſame fucceſs had attended our arms in 


another quarter hut it has not, In Canada, the ſituation 
of our affairs is truly alarming. The ineloſed copies of ge- 
nerals Schuyler, Sullivan, and Arnold's letters will inform 
you that general Thompſon has met with a repulſe at Three. 
Rivers, and is now a priſoner in the hands of general Bur- 
goyne, who (thefe accounts fay) is arrived with a conſider- 
able army. Nor do they ſeem to promiſe an end of our miſ- 
fortunes here — it js greatly to be feared that the next ad- 
vices from thence will be, that our ſhattered, divided, and 
broken army (as you will ſee by the return) have been ob- 
liged to abandon the country, and retreat, to avoid a greater 
calamity, —that of being cut off or becoming prifoners.—1 
will have done upon the ſubject, and leave you to draw ſuch 
concluſions as you conceive, from the ſtate of facts, are moſt 
likely to reſult ; only adding my apprehenſions that one of 
the latter events, either that they are cut off, or become 
priſoners,—has already happened, if they did not retreat 
while they had an opportunity. General Schuyler and ge- 
neral Arnold ſeem to think it extremely probable : and if it 


has taken place, it will not be eaſy to deſcribe all the fatal. 


eonſequences that may flow from it. At leaſt our utmoſt 
exertions will be neceflary, to preyent the advantages they 
have gained being turned to our greater misfortunes. —Gc- 
neral Gates will certainly ſet out to-morrow, and would have 
gone before now, had he not expected to receive ſome par- 
ticular inſtructions from Congreſs, which colonel Braxton 
ſaid he imagined would be given, and tranſmitted here. 

Incloſed is a copy of a letter from general Arnold, re- 
ſpeQing ſome of the Indian tribes, to general Schuyler, and 
of a talk had at Albany with thirteen of the Oneidas. They 
ſeemed then to entertain a friendly diſpoſition towards us, 
which I wiſh- may not be changed by the misfortunes we 
have ſuſtained in Canada. 

| have the honor to be, & G. W. 


{ 
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$18, | .. . New:Yark, June 27, 1776. 
I THIS morning received, by expreſs, letters from 
Schuyler and Arnold, with a copy of one from ge- 
' neral Sullivan to the former, and alſo of others to general 
Sullivan 3 of all which I do myſelf the honor to tranſmit 
you copies, They will give you a further account of the 
melancholy fituation of our affairs in Canada, and ſhew that 
there is nothing left to ſave our army thers' but evacuating 
the country. 

I am hopeful general Sulliran would retreat from the Il- 
aux-noix without waiting for previous orders for that purpaſcs 
as, from generals Schuyler and Arnold's letters, it is much to 
be feared, by remaining there any confiderahle time, his re- 
treat would be cut off, or at leaſt be a matter of extreme 
difficulty, I would obſerve to Congreſs that it is not in my 
power to ſend any carpenters from hence to build the gon- 
dolas and gallies general Arnold mentions, without taking 
them from a work equally neceſſary (if not more ſo) here, 
of the ſame kind ank ſubmit it to them whether it may 
not be adviſable (as it is of great importance to us to have a 
number of thoſe veſſels on the lake, to prevent the enemy's 
paſſing) to withdraw the carpenters for the preſent from the 
frigates building up the North river, and detach them imme- 
diately, with all that can be got at Philadelphia, for that 
purpoſe and carrying on thoſe here, 

I have the pleaſure to inform youof another capture made by 
pur armed veſſels, of a tranſport, on the nineteenth inſtant, with 
a company of Highland grenadiers on board. The incloſed 
extract of a letter from general Ward, by laſt night's poſt, 
contains the particulars 3 to which I beg leave to refer you. 

T have been honored with your favors of the twenty-firit and 
twenty-fifth inſtant in due order, with their important inclo- 
ſures, to which I ſhall particularly attend. I have tranſmitted 


general Schuyler a copy of the reſolve of Congrels reſpecting 
4. 0d 
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the Mohickan and Stockbridge Indians, and directed him to 
put an immediate ſtop to the raiſing the two companies. 

The quarter-maſter-general has been called upon for ſtop- 
ping the tents deſigned for Mafſachuſetts-Bay, and ordered 
to forward them immediately. He means to write to Con- 
greſs upon the ſubjeR, and hopes his conduct will not ap- 
pear to deſerve their reprehenfion. Of this they will judge 
from his relation of the matter. | 

Being extremely defirous to forward 15 is: from 
due to Congreſs, well knowing their anxiety about our 
affairs there, I muſt defer writing upon ſome other matters 
I want to lay before them, until the next opportunity, which 
I bope will be to- morrow, when I will inform them fully upon 
the ſubject of rations, having deſired the commiſſary- general 
to furniſh me with ſome things neceſſary in that inſtance. 
I have the honor to be, & c. „ . 


4. 
* 


a N { WTF] ata June 275 1776, 
UPON information that major * * * was travelling 


| through the country under ſuſpicions circumſtances, I 


thought it neceſſary to have him ſecured. I therefore ſent 
aſter him. He was taken at South-Amboy, and brought up 
to New-York. Upon examination, he informed me that 


he came from New-Hampfhire, the country of his uſual 


abode, where he had left his family; and pretended he was 


deſtined to Philadelphia on buſineſs with Congreſs. 


As by his own confeſſion he had croſſed Hudſon's- river at 
New-Windſor, and was taken ſo far out of his proper and 
direct route to Philadelphia, this confideration, added to the 
length of time he had taken to perform his journey,—his 
being found in ſo ſuſpicious a place as Amboy,—his un- 
neceffary ſtay there on pretence of getting ſome baggage 
from New-York, and an expectation of receiving mo- 
ord from a perſon here, of bad character, and in no cir- 

© © cumſtances 
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cumſtances to furniſh him out of his on ſtock, —the ma- 
jor's reputation, and his being a half- pay ee in- 
creaſed my jealouſies about him. 
The buſineſs, which he informs me he has with oem 
is a ſecret offer of his ſervices, to the end that, i in caſe it ſhould 
be rejected, he might have his way leſt open to an employ- 
ment in the Eaſt Indies, to which he is aſſigned : and in that 
caſe he flatters himſelf he will obtain leave of IRR to > gy 
to Great Britain. 
As he had been put upon his i by Congreſs, I thought 
it would be improper to ſtay his progreſs to Philadelphia, 
ſhould he be in fact deſtined thither. I therefore ſend 
him forward, but (to prevent impoſition) under the care of 
an officer, with letters found upon him, which, from their 
tenor, ſeem calculated to recommend him to Congreſs. —T 
ſubmit it to their conſideration, whether it would not be 
dangerous to accept of the offer of his ſervices. 
I am, ſir, with the greateſt reſpect, &. S. W. 
SIR, | New-York, June 28, 1776. 
IN compliance with the requeſt of Congreſs contained 
m your favor of the twenty-fifth inſtant, and my promiſe of 
yeſterday, I do myſelf the honor to inform you that the coſt 
of a ration, according to the commiſſary- general's eſtimate, 
from the firit of July to the firſt of December, will be from 
eight · pence to eight pence halfpenny, York curreney. . 
Having diſcharged the obligation T was under in this in- 
ſtance, and finding that many applications have been made 
for victualling the flying camp, I would, with all poffible 
deference, with Congreſs to conſider the matter well before 
they come to any determination upon it. Who the gentle- 
men are that have made offers upon this occaſion, I know 
not: conſequently my objections to*their appointment can- 
not proceed from perſonal diſlike ; nor have I it in view to 
ferve Mr. Trumbull the commiffary-general, by wiſhing him 
to 
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to have the direction of the whole ſupplies for his emolu- 
ment; becauſe whatever rations. are taken from him fave 
him the trouble of ſupplying proviſions to the amount, with- 
out diminiſhing. his-pay,—that being fixed and certain :— 
but what influences me is a regard to the public good. } 
am morally certain, if the buſineſs is taken out of Mr, Trum- 
bull's hands and put into another's, that it may, and will in 
all probability, be attended with great and many inconveni- 
ences. It is likely, during the continuance of the war be- 
tween us and Great Britain, that the army here, or part of 
it, and the troops compoling the flying camp, will be fre- 
guently joined, and under the neceſſity of. affording each 
other mutual aid. If this event is probable (and moſt cer- 
tainly it is), the fame confuſion and diforder will reſult from 
having two commiſſaries, or one commiſſary and one con- 
tractot in the ſame army in the ſame department, as did be- 
tween Mr. Trumbull and Mr. Livingſton on the coming of 
the former to New-York. I cannot diſcriminate the two caſes; 
and not foreſeeing that any good conſequences will flow from 
the meaſure, but that many bad ones will,—ſuch as claſhing 
of intereſts, —2 contention for ſtores, carriages, and many 
other cauſes that might be mentioned if hurry of buſineſs 
would permit, I conſeſs I cannot perceive the propriety of 
appointing a different perſon, or any but the commiſſary. 

I would alſo add, that few armies, if any, have been better 
ſupplied than the troops under Mr. Trumbull's care in this 
inſtance; which, I ſhould ſuppoſe, ought to have conſidera; 
ble weight, eſpecially as we have ſtrong reaſons to believe 
that a large ſhare of the misfortunes our arms have ſuſtained 
in Canada ſprang from a want of proper and neceſſary ſup- 
plies of proviſions. 

Mr. Trumbull too (I am informed) has already made pro- 
viſion in New-Jerſey for the flying camp which will be ſta⸗ 
tioned there, and employed proper perſons in that colony to 


tranſact the buſineſs incident to his department, in obedience 
to 
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to my orders, and in full confidence that i it was to come un- 
der his management. 

My great deſire to ſee the affairs of this important poſt/on 
which ſo much depends, go on in an eaſy, ſmooth and un- 
interrupted courſe, has led me to ſay thus much upon the 
ſubject, and will, I hope, (if I am unhappy enough to differ 
in opinion with Congrels), wy wy for the liberty I 

have taken. 

I would alſo beg leave to mention to Congreſs the neceſſity 
there is of ſome new regulations being entered into, reſpect- 
ing the chaplains of this army. They will remember that 
applications were made to increaſe their pay, which was con- 
ceived too low for their ſupport z and that it was propoſed 
(if it could not be done for the whole) that the number 
ſhould be leflened, and one be appoinred to two regiments, 
with an additional allowance. This latter expedient was 
adopted, and, while the army continued all together at one 
encampment, anſwered well, or at leaſt did not produce 
many inconveniences. But the army now being differently 
circumſtanced from what it then was,— part here, part at 
Boſton, and a third part detached to Canada, —has intro- 
duced much confuſion and diſorder in this inſtance; nor do 
I know how it is poſſible to remedy the evil, but by affixing 
one to each regiment, with ſalaries competent to their ſup- 
port, No ſhifting, no change from one regiment to another 
can anſwer the purpoſe ;z and in many caſes it could never 
be done though the regiments ſhould conſent, —as where 
detachments are compoſed of unequal numbers, 6r ordered 
from different poſts. Many more inconveniences might be 
pointed out : but theſe, it is preſumed, will ſufficiently ſhew 
the defect of the preſent eſtabliſhment, and the propriety of 

an alteration. What that alteration ſhall be, eue . 
pleaſe to determine. 

Congreſs, I doubt not, will have heard of the plot that 
was forming among many diſaffected perſons in this city and 


nnn for aiding the king's troops upon their arrival. 
No 
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No regular plan * to have been digeſted : but ſeveral 
perſons have been enliſted, and ſworn, to join them. The 


matter, I am in hopes, by a timely diſcovery, will be ſup- 


preſſed and put a ſtop. to. Many citizens and others, among 


whom is the mayor, are now in conſinement. The matter 


has been traced up to governor Tryon; and the mayor ap- 
pears to have been a principal agent, or go- between him 
and the perſons concerned in it. The plot had been com- 
municated to ſome of the army, and part of my guard en- 
gaged in it. 1 H# * 74,006-0% 4hows has been 
tried, and, by the unanimous opinion of a court-martial, is 
ſentenced to die, having enliſted himſelf, and engaged 
others. The ſentence, by the advice of the whole council 
of general officers, will be put in execution to-day at eleven 
o'clock. The others are not tried. I am hopeful this ex- 
ample ill produce many ſalutary conſequences, and deter 
others from entering into the like traitorous practices. 
Ihe incloſed copy of a reſolve of the provincial Congreſs 
will ſhew that ſome of the diſaffected on Long -Iſland have 
taken up arms. have, agreeable to their requeſt, ſent a 
party after them, but have not as yet been able to apprehend 
them, — having concealed themſelves in Rowe woods and 
moralfles. 

General Gates ſet out on tueſday oe a fine wind which 
has been fair ever ſince, and would ſoon arrive at Albany. 
I I this moment received a letter from lieutenant Daviſon, 
of the Schuyler armed, floop, a. copy of Which I have in- 
cloſed ; to which I beg leave to refer you for the Og 
communicated by him. 

I could wiſh general Howe and his armament not to ar- 
rive yet, as not more than a thouſand militia have yet 


come in, and our whole force (including the troops at all the 


detached poſts, and on board the armed veſſels, which are 
comprehended in out returns) is but ſmall and inconſider- 
able, when compared With the extenſive lines they are to der 
feud, and (molt probably) the army that he brings. Ihave 
Ja no 
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no further intelligence about him than what the lieutenant 


conjectures are trum. re -an 

T have the honor to be, &c. Sas * 0 
P. S. I have incloſed a general return: — and it. 
certainly depended on, that general Howe and fleet have 
failed from Halifax. Some of the men, on board the prizes 
mentioned in the lieutenant's letter, were on board the 
Greyhound, and ſaw general Howe. 


Su, | New-York, vue 20. 17 SY 
[ WAS laſt night honored with your favor of the 

twenty-ixth inſtant, and, agreeable to your requeſt, . 

pay proper attention to the reſolves it incloſed. | 

I obſerve the augmentation Congreſs have reſolzed? to 

make to the forces deſtined for the northern department, and 

the bounty to be allowed ſuch ſoldiers as will enliſt for three 


number of men may be induced to engage in the ſervice. 

I ſhould eſteem myſelf extremely happy to afford the leaſt 
aſſiſtance to the Canada department in compliance with the 
deſire of Congreſs and your requilition,,were it in my power: 
but it is not. The return which I tranſmitted yeſterday 
will but too well convince Congreſs of my incapacity in this 
inſtance, and point out to them that the force I now have is 
triſling, conſidering the many and important poſts that are 
neceſſary, and muſt be ſupported, if poſſible. But few mili- 
tia have yet come in, the whole being about twelve hundred, 
including the two batallions of this city, and one company 
from the. Jerſeys... I wiſh the delay may not be attended 
with diſagreeable conſequences, and their aid may not come 
too late, or when it may not be wanted. I, have wrote, — 
I have done every thing I could, to call them in: but they 


14 have 
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mentions : but it is extremely prohable his accounts * 


years. I hope many good conſequences will reſult from 
theſe meaſures; and that, rom the latter, a conſiderable 
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have not come, 2 I am hoon * they are generally 
willing. | 

The accounts BED phe ks through lieutenant 
Davifon's letter are partly confirmed, and, I dare fay, will 
turn out to be true on the whole. For two or three days 
paſt, three or four ſhips have been dropping in; and I juſt 
now receiyed an expreſs from an officer appointed to keep 
z look- out on Staten-Ifland, that forty-five arrived at the 
Hook to-day :=-ſome, ſay more z—and I ſuppoſe the whole 
feet will be in, within a day or two: I am hopeful, before 
they are prepared to attack, that I ſhall get ſome reinforce- 
Be that as it may, I ſhall attempt to make the beſt 
_ diſpoſition I can of our troops, in order to give them a pro- 
per reception, Was, cee er AERO: they 
are meditating againſt us. 

As ſoon as the expreſs arrived laſt night, I ſent the letters 
for the northern colonies to the quarter-maſter-general, with 
orders to forward them immediately. 

When monſieur Wiebert comes—(I have not ſeen him 
yet) —I ſhall employ him as Congreſs have directed · The 
terms upon which he offers his ſervice ſeem to promiſe ſome- 
thing from him. I wiſh he may anſwer, and be ſkilled in 
the buſineſs he ſays he is acquainted with. 
| I have the honor to be, &c. . Wi 


Six, New-York, June 30, 1770. 
I HAD the pleaſure of receiving your favor of the 
rwenty-ninth early this morning, with which you have been 
pleafed, to honor me, together with the reſolves for a further 
augmentation of our army. 
Iͤ̃ÿhbe batallion of Germans, which Congreſs have ordered 
to be raiſed, will be a corps of much ſervice ! and I am hopes 
ful that ſuch perſons will be appointed officers, as will com- 
plete their enliſtments with all poſlible expedition. 


I ſhall 
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I wall communicate to colonel Stevenſon and one of his 
feld · aflicers what you have requeſted, and direct them to re- 
pair immediately to Philadelphia. It is an unlucky cireums 
ſtance that the term of enliſtment of theſe three companies, 
and of the rifle batallion, ſhould expire at this time, when a 
hot campaign is, in all probability, about to commence. ren. 

Canada, it is certain, would have been an important ac- 
quiſition, and well worth the expenſes incurred in the purſuit 
of it. But as we could not reduce it to our poſſeſſion; the 
retreat of our army with ſo little loſs, under ſuch x vatiety 
of diſtreſſes, muſt be eſteemed à moſt fortunate event. It is 
true, the accounts we have rectived do not fully authoriſe us 
to lay that we have ſuſtainẽc ho loſs: but they hold forth a 
probable ground for ſuok evclpbon.—1 am anxious to heat 
it confirmed, 

T have the honor of tranſmiting you an extract of a letter 
received laſt night from general Ward. If the ſcheme the 
privateers had in view; and the meaſures he had planned, 
have been catried into execution, the Highland corps will be 
tolerably well diſpoſed of: but I Rr e N 
not taken place. | 

In general Ward's en was incloſed one from leute- 
nant-colonel Campbell, who was made priſoner with the High- 
land troops. I have tranſmitted you a copy. This will give 
you a full and exact account of the number of priſoners that 
were on board the four tranſports ; and will prove, beyond 
2 poſſibility of doubt, that the evacuation of Boſton by the 
Brictfh troops was a matter neither known nor expected 
when he received his orders. Indeed ſo many facts had 
concurred before to ſettle the matter, that no additional 
proofs were neceſſary. ä ae 

When I had the honor of addreſſing you yeſterday, I had | 
only been informed of the arrival of forty-five of the fleet in 
the morning. Since that, I have received authentic intelli- 
gence from ſundry perſons (among them, from general. 
Greene) that a hundred and ten ſail came in before night, 

Vol. I. N that 
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that were counted, and that more were ſeen about duſk in 
the offing.—I have no doubt but the whole that tailed front 
Halifax are now. at the Hook. : 
Juſt as I was about e my letter, I received one 
from a gentleman upon the ſubje& of calling the five regi- 
ments from Boſton to the defence of Canada or New-York, 
and to have militia raiſed in their lieu.—I have ſent you a 
copy, and ſhall only obſerve, that I know the author well: 
his hand-writing is quite familiar to me: he is a member of 
the general court, very ſenſible, of great influence, and a 
warm and zealous friend to the cauſe of America. — The ex- 
pedient propoſed by him is ſubmitted to Congreſs. 
I have the honor to be, &c. | G. W. 


Sm, VVNVeu- Tord, July 3, 1716. 
SINCE I had the honor of addreſſing you, and on 

the fame day, ſeveral ſhips more arrived within the Hook, 
making the number that came in then a hundred and ten; and 
there remains no doubt of the whole of the fleet from Halifar 
being now here. Yeſterday evening fifty of them came up 
the bay and anchored on the Staten Iſland fide. Their views 

I catinot' preciſely determine; but am extremely apprehen- 
five, as part of them only came, that they mean to ſurround 
the iſland, and ſecure the ſtock upon it. 1 had conſulted 
with a committee of the provincial Congreſs upon the ſub- 
jeQ, before the arrival of the fleet ; and they appointed a 
perſon to ſuperintend the buſineſs, and to drive the ſtock off, 
J alſo wrote to brigadier-general Heard, and directed him to 
the meaſure, leſt it might be neglected; but am ſearful it 
has not been effected. 
Our reinforcement of militia is yet but ſmall :—I caunet 

aſcertain the amount, not having got a return. However, | 
truſt, if the enemy make an attack, they will meet with a te- 
yy as J have the PR to inform-you that an agreeable 
R ſpirit 
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| ſpirit and willingneſs for aQtion ſeem is animate and P | 
the whole of our troops. 1 [ 1 
Ac lt is difficult to determine what objects the enemy thay 1 
have in contemplation, and whether they may. not detach | 
ſome part of their force to Amboy, and to ravage that part of th 
the country, if not extend their views farther, I ſubmit it 
to Congreſs whether it may not de expedlient for them to re- 
peat and preſs home their requeſts to the different governments 
that are to provide men for the flying camp, to furniſh their 
quotas with all poſſible diſpatch. It is a matter of great ima 
portance, and will be of ſerious conſequence, to have the 
camp eſtabliſhed in caſe che enemy ſhould be able to poſleſs 
themſelves of this river, and cut off the ſupplies of troops 
that might be neceflary on certain emergencies to be ſent 
from hence, 

I niuſt entreat your attention 60 an application 1 made | 
fme time ago for flints. We are extremely deficient in we 
this neceſſary article, and ſhall be greatly diſtreſſed if ws 1 
eannot obtain a ſupply. _ Of lead we have a ſufficient 
quantity for the r then, aff the honſes 
here. 

Efteeming it of infinite 3 ts pterent the enemy 
from getting freſh proviſions, and horſes for their waggons, 
artillery, &c, I gave orders to a party of our men on Staten- 
Hand (fince writing to general Heard) to drive the ſtock off 
without waiting for the aſſiſtance of direction of the com- 
mittees there; leſt their low mode of tranſacting buline(s 
might produce too much delay and have ſent this morn- 
ing to know what they have done.—I am this morning in- 1 
formed by a gentleman, that the committee of Elizabeth= | 

town ſent their company of light-horſe on monday to effect | 
it, and that ſonte of their militia were to give their aid yeſ- 
terday, He adds that he was credibly told laſt night by. a 
party of the militia coming to this place, that yeſterday they 
law a good deal of e iſland, and croſſing 
5 * * | to 
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to the Jerſeys.—If the buſineſs is not executed before now, 
it will be impoſlible to do it. 
have the honor to be, &. -G. W. 


_ New-Tork, July 4 8 
--. THIS will be handed to you by colonel Stevenſon, 
whom I bave ordered, with the captains of the two rifle 
companies from Maryland, to wait on Congreſs. They 
will point out ſuch meaſures as they conceive moſt likely to 
advance the raiſing of the new rifle batallion, and the perſons 
they think worthy of promotion, that have ſerved in the 
three companies here, agreeable' to the incloſed liſt. I am 
not acquainted with them myſelf, but from their report and 
recommendation which I doubt not to be juſt ; and that, if 
Congreſs will pleaſe to inquire of them, they will mention 
other proper perſons'for officers. | 

Only about forty of the three old companies have re- en- 
liſted, whom I ſhall form into one for the preſent, and place 
under an officer or two; till a further and complete arrange- 
ment is made of the whole batallion. 711 
T have the honor to be, Re. S. W. 


itt: / T FAY - *; 


Sin, irt ab, Neo- Tor, July 4, 1716. 
_ © "WHENT had the honor to addreſs you on the thirtieth 
ultimo, I tranſmitted a copy of a letter I had received from 
a gentleman, à member of the honorable general court [of 
Maſſachuſetts], ſuggeſting the improbability of ſuccours com- 
ing from thence in any reaſonable time, either for the defence 
of this place, or to reinforce our troops engaged in the Ca- 
nada expedition. I am ſorry to inform you, that, from a u- 
riety of intelligence, his apprehenſions appear to be juſt, and 
to be fully confirmed: nor have Treaſon to expect but that 
the ſupplies from the other two governments, Connecticut 
| and 
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and New-Hampſhire, will be extremely flow and greatly de- 


ßcient in number. 

As it now ſeems beyond . 
tion, that the enemy mean to direct their operations and 
bend their moſt vigorous efforts againſt this colony, and will 
attempt to unite their two armies, that under general Bur- 
goyne, and the one arrived here, I cannot but think the ex · 
pedient propoſed by that gentleman is exceedingly juſt; and 
that the continental regiments, now in the Maſſachuſetts· Bay, 
ſhould be immediately called from thence, and be employed 
where there is the ſtrongeſt reaſon to believe their aid will 
be indiſpenſably neceſſary. The expediency of the meaſure 
I ſhall ſubmit to the conſideration of Congreſs, and will only 
obſerve, as my opinion, that there is not the moſt diſtant 
proſpeCt of an attempt being made, where they now are, by 
the enemy; and, if there ſhould, that the militia that can be 


- aſſembled upon the ſhorteſt notice will be more than equal to 


repel it. They are well armed, reſolute, and determined, 
and will inſtantly oppoſe any invaſion — may be made in 
their oun colony. 

I ſhall alſo take the liberty again to requeſt Congreſs to 
intereſt themſelves in having the militia raiſed, and forward- 
ed with all poſſible expedition, as faſt as any conſiderable 
number of them can be collected, that are to compoſe the 
flying camp. This I mentioned in my letter yeſterday, but 
think proper to repeat it, being more and more convinced of 


the neceſſity. The camp will be in the neighborhood. of 


Amboy : and I ſhall be glad that the conventions, or com- 
mittees of ſafety, of thoſe governments from whence they 
come, may be requeſted to give me previous notice of their 
marching, that I may form ſome plan, and direct proviſion 
to be made for their reception. 

The diſaffectidn of the people at that place nd others not 
far diſtant is exceedingly great; and, unleſs it is checked and 
overawed, it may become more general, and be very alarm- 
ing. 2 arrival of the enemy will encourage it. I hey, or 
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at leaſt a part of them, are already landed on Staten-Ifland 
which is quite contiguous z and about four thouſand were 
marching about i it yeſterday, as I have been adviſed, and are 
leaving no arts un · eſſayed to gain the inhabitants to their 
fide, who ſeem but too favorably diſpoſed. | It is not un- 
likely that in a little time they may attempt to croſs to the 
Jerſey ſide, and induce many to join them either from mo- 
tives of intereſt plains e e thakodan- Crd oppoſe 

them. 
As we are fully convinced that the miniſterial army we 
ſhall have to oppoſe this campaign will be great and numer- 
ous, and well know that the utmoſt induſtry will be uſed, as 
it already has been, to excite the ſavages. and every body of 
people to arms againſt us whom they can influence, it cer. 
tainly behoves us to ſtrain every nerve to counteract their 
deſigns. I would therefore ſubmit it to Congreſs, whether 
{eſpecially as our ſchemes for employing the weſtern Indians 
do not ſeem to be attended with any great proſpect of ſuc- 
| ceſs, from general Schuyler's accounts) it may not be ad- 
viſable to take meaſures to engage thoſe of the eaſtward, 
the St. John's, Nova-Scotia, Penobſcot, &c, in our favor. I 
have been told that ſeveral might be got, perhaps five or fx 
hundred or more, readily to join us. If they can, I ſhould 
imagine it ought to be done. It will prevent our enemies 
from ſecuring thejr frjendſhip ; and further they will be of 
infinite ſervice in annoying and barraſſing them, ſhould they 
ever attempt to penetrate che country. Congreſs will be 
pleaſed to conſider the meaſure; and if they determine to adopt 
it, 1 conceive it will be neceſſary 1 to. authoriſe and requeſt 
the general court of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay to carry it into 
execution. heir ſituation and advantages will enable them 
to negotiate a treaty and an allance better than it can bg 
done by any perſons elſe, | 
1 bave been honored with your two fayors of the firſt 
inſtant; and, agreeable to the wiſhes of Congreſs, ſhall put 
* in the beſt 8 I can to prove his abili- 
ties 
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ties in the art he profeſſes. I ſhall ſend him up immediately 
to the works erecting towards Kingſbridge under the direc- 
tion of general Mifflin, whom I ſhall requeſt to employ him. 

I this moment received a letter from general Greene, an 
extract of which I have incloſed. The intelligence it con- 
tains is of the moſt important nature, and evinces the neceſ- 
ſity of the moſt ſpirited and vigorous exertions on our part. 

The expectation of the fleet under admiral Howe is cer- 
tainly the reaſon the army already come have not begun 
their hoſtile operations. When that arrives, we may look 
for the moſt intereſting events, and ſuch as, in all probabi- 
lity, will have conſiderable weight in the preſeflt conteſt, It 
behoves us to be prepared in the beſt manner: and 1 ſubmit 
it again to Congreſs, whether the accounts given by their 
priſoners do not ſhew the propriety of calling the ſeveral 
continental regiments from the Maſſachuſetts government, 
raiſing the flying camp with all poſſible diſpatch, and en- 
gaging the eaſtern Indians, 

July 5. General Mercer arrived here on tueſday, and, 
the next morning, was ordered to Paulus-Hook to make 
ſome arrangements of the militia as they came in, and the 
beſt diſpoſition he could to prevent the enemy croſſing from 
Staten-Iſland, if they ſhould have any ſuch views. The 
diſtreſſed ſituation of the inhabitants of Elizabethtown and 
Newark has fince induced me, upon their application, to give 
up all the militia from the Jerſeys, except thoſe engaged for 
ſix months, I am hopeful they will be able to repel any in- 
curſions that may be attempted. Generals Mercer and Liv- 
ingſton are concerting plans for that purpoſe, By a letter 
from the latter laſt night, I am informed the enemy are 
throwing up ſmall works at all the paſſes on the north ſide 
of Staten · Iſland, which it is probable they mean to ſecure. 

None of the Connecticut militia are yet arrived: ſo that 
the reinforcement we have received is very inconſiderable. 

A letter from general Schuyler, with ſundry incloſures 
(of which Ne 1, 2, and 3 are exact copies), this moment 
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came to hand, and will no doubt claim, as it ought to do, 
the immediate attention of Congreſs. The evils which muſt 
inevitably follow a diſputed command are too obvious and 
alarming to admit. a moment's delay in your deciſion there. 
upon: and, although I do not preſume to adviſe in a mat, 
ter, now, of this delicacy, yet as it appears evident that the 
northern army has retreated to Crown-Point, and mean to ac 
upon the defenſiye only, I cannot help giving it as my opinion 
that one of the major- generals in that quarter would be more 
uſefully employed here, or in the flying camp, than there: 
for it becomes my duty to obſerve, if another experienced 
officer is taken from hence in order to command the flying 
camp, that your grand army will be entirely ſtripped of ge- 
nerals who haye ſeen ſervice, —being in a manner already 
deſtitute of ſuch. . My diſtreſs on this account, —the ap- 
pointment of general Whitcomb to the eaſtern regiments,— 
a conviction in my own breaſt that no trqaps will be ſent to. 
Boſton, —and the certainty of à number coming to this 
* place, occaſioned my poſtponing, from time to time, ſend- 
ä ing any general officer from hence, to the eaſtward hereto- 
fore ; and now I ſhall wait the ſentiments of Congreſs rela- 
tive to the five regiments jn AG before I do 
any thing i in this matter, 
The .commiſſary-general has been with me this morning, 
concerning the other matter contained in general Schuyler's 
letter reſpecting the buſineſs of that department. He has, 
I believe, (in order to remove difficulties), recalled Mr. 
Avery, but ſeems to think it neceſſary in that caſe that Mr, 
Livingſton ſhould be left to himſelf, as he cannot be reſpon- 
ſible for perſons not of his own appointment.—This matter 
fhould alſo be clearly defined by Congreſs.—I have already 
given my opinion ef the neceſſity of theſe matters being 
under one general direction, in ſo full and clear a manner, 
chat I ſhall not take up r time of Gagrdls to peat ii 
this place. | 
; Thaye r 22 68 . 
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Im, Ee New-York, Fuly 8, 1776, 
CONGRESS having reſolved to raife a regiment of 
Germans to counteract the deſigns of our enemies, I muſt 
beg leave to recommend to their notice John David Wilpert, 
now 4 firſt - lieutenant in colonel Shee's batallion, to the 
office of captain in ſaid regiment, I am perſonally acquaint» 
ed with him, and know that he joined the Virginia forces 
under my command in the year 1754, and continued in fer- 
vice the whole war, during which he conducted himſelf as 
an active, vigilant, aud brave officer. He is a German; and 
his merit, as a ſoldier, entitles him much to the office he 
wiſhes for. I have the honor to be, cc. S. W. 


Six, New-York, Jul 10, * 
1 AM now to acknowledge the receipt of your two 
favors of the fourth and ſixth inſtant, which'« came duly to 
hand, with their important incloſures. 
I perceive that Congreſs have been employed in delibe- 
rating on meaſures of the moſt intereſting nature. It is cer- 
tain that it is not with us to determine in many inſtances 
what conſequences will flow from our councils : but yet it 
behoves us to adopt ſuch, as, under the ſmiles of a gracious 
and all-kind providence, will be moſt likely to promote our 
| happineſs. I truſt the late decifive part they have taken is 
calculated for that end, and will ſecure us that freedom and 
thoſe privileges, which have been and are refuſed us, con- 
trary to the voice of nature and the Britiſh conſtitu- 
tion. Agreeable to the requeſt of Congreſs, I cauſed 
„THE DECLARATION” to be proclaimed before all 
the army under my immediate command; and have the 
pleaſure to jaform them that the meafure ſeemed to have 
their moſt hearty aſſent, - the expreſſions and behavior, 
both of officers and men, teſtifying their warmeſt approba- 
tion i I have tranſmitted a copy to General Ward at 
Boſton, 


| | 
| if 


motion every day to form the flying camp. It is of great im- 


patch. The readineſs and alacrity, with which the commit. 
tee of ſafety of Pennſylvania and the other conferees have 
ed in order to forward the aſſociated militia of that ſtate 
to the Jerſeys ſor ſervice till the men to compoſe the flying 


camp arrive, ſtrongly evidence their regard to the common 


port it. I hope, and I doubt not, that the aſſociated militia, 
impreſſed with the expediency of the meaſure, will imme- 
| diately carry it into execution, and furniſh in this inſtance 
à⁊ proof oſ the continuance of that zeal which has ſo emi- 
nently marked their conduct. I have directed the commiſ- 
ſary to make the neceſſary proviſion for their reception, wha 


and deßred him forthwith to detach three of the fulleſt regi- 
ments ſrom the Maſſachuſetts-Bay to join the northern 


e GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 
Boſton, requeſting him to have it ſegments to the conti- 
nevta] troops in that department. 


It is with great pleaſure that I hear the militia from Mary- 
nd, che Delaware government, and Pennſylvania, will be in 


and ſhould be accompliſhed with all poſſible diſ. 


cauſe, and that nothing on their part will be wanting to ſup- 


will alſo ſupply the army for the flying camp with rations. — 
A proper officer will be appointed to command it. 

In purſuance of the power given me by Congreſs, and the 
advice of my general officers, I have wrote to general Ward, 


army, eſteeming it a matter of the greateſt importance to 
have a fufficient force there to prevent the enemy paſſing 
the lake and making an impreſſion in that quarter. The 
gondolas and gallies will be of great ſervice z and I am hopes 
ful the carpenters you have ſent from Philadelphia, and that 
will go from the eaſtward on your application, will be able 
to build 2 nen number iu time to anſwer AY exi- 
gency. 
I have retuaſies governor Cooke, if the duck mentioned 
in Mr. Greene's letter is proper for tents, to have it made up 
as early as poſſible, and forwarded here. I have alſo deſired 
him to ſend the flints and ſmall-arms, as I have general 
Ward 
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Ward thoſe of the latter that were taken out of the Scotch 
e ne in theſe neceſſary articles W 
Obſerving that ee have W — 

4 bounty of ten dollars to be paid to men of ſome 
corps directed to be raiſed in two or three inſtances ſince 
their reſolve of the twenty · ſixth of June allowing ſuch 
bounty, I have been led to doubt how that reſolve is to be 
conſtrued; whether it is a general regulation, and extends to 
all men that will engage for three years, —for inſtance,” the 
ſoldiers of the preſent army, if they will enliſt for that time. 

If i is, and extends to them, it will be neceſſary to forward 
a large ſum of money: many perhaps would engage. 

I alſo obſerve, by their reſolve of the twenty-fifth of June 
for raiſing four regiments of militia in the eaſtern govern« 
ments to augment the troops in the northern department, 

that the aſſemblies of thoſe governments are empowered to 

appoint paymaſters to the ſaid regiments. This appears to 

me 2 regulation of great uſe, and J could wiſh that it wag 

made general, and one allowed to every regiment in the * | 
ice. Many advantages would reſult from it 

The Connecticut militia begin to come in: but from every 
account the batallions will be very incomplete, —owing, they 
ſay, to the buſy ſeaſon of the year. That government, leſt 
any inconvenience might reſult from their militia not being 
here in time, ordered three regiments of their light-horſe to 
my aſſiſtance, part of which have arrived. But, not having 
the means to ſupport them (and, if it could-be done, the ex- 
penſe would be enormous), I have thanked the gentlemen for 
their zeal, and the attachment they have manifeſted upon 
this occaſion, and informed them that I cannot conſent to 
their keeping their horſes, —at the ſame time wiſhing them 
to ſtay themſelves, —I am told they « or part of them mean to 
do ſo. 

General Mercer is now in the Jerſeys, for the purpoſe of 
ſecciving - and ordering the militia coming for the flying 
| | camp: 
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and intrenchments, to prevent our people from paying them 


camp : and I have ſent over our chief engineer to view the 
ground within the neighborhood: of Amboy, and to lay 


out ſome neceffary works for the encampment, and ſuch a 


may be proper at the different paſſes in Bergen-Neck, and 
other places on the Jerſey ſhore oppoſite Staten-Iland, to pre · 
vent the enemy making impreſſions, and e han 
dations on the property of the inhabitants. | 

The intelligence we have from a few deſerters that have 


come over to us, and from others, is that general Howe has 
between nine and ten thouſand men, who are chiefly landed 


on the iſſand, poſted in different parts, and ſecuring the ſe. 
veral communications from the Jerſeys with ſmall works 


2 vifit z=-that the iſlanders have all joined them, ſeem well 
diſpoſed to ſavor their cauſe, and have agreed to take up 
arms in their behalf. They look for admiral Howe's arrival 
every day with his fleet and a large reinforcement; are in 
high ſpirits, and talk' confidently of ſucceſs, and carrying all 
before them when he comes. I truſt, through divine favor 
and our own exertions, they will be diſappointed in their 
views: and, at all events, any advantages they may gain 
will -coſt them very dear. If our troops will behave well 


(which I hope will be the caſe, having every thing to con- 


tend for, that freemen hold dear), they will have to wade 
through much blood and laughter before they can carry any 
patt of our works, if they carry them at all,—and, at beſt, 


be in poflefſion of a melancholy and mournful victory.— 


May the ſacredneſs of our cauſe inſpire our ſoldiery with 
ſentiments of heroiſm, and lead them to the performance of 
the nobleſt exploits !—With this wiſh, I have the honor to 
. | | G. W. 


. 
— — — 


oe | | Neu⸗-Lort, July 11, 1776. 
I Ws honoted with your favor of the eighth inſtant 


by yeſterday-morning's poſt, with the ſeveral reſolves to 
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which you referred my attention. I n 
and attempt their execution as far as I am able. 
By virtue of the diſcretionary power that Congreſs were 
to veſt me with, and by advice of ſuch of my gene- 
ral officers as I have had an opportunity of conſulting, I have 
ordered the two remaining continental regiments in the Ma- 
ſachuſetts- Bay to march immediately for the defence of this 
place, in full confidence that nothing hoſtile will 1 
ed againſt that ſtate in the preſent campaign. on 
IL have wrote to the general court of — and 
_ ceranſintitted a copy of the reſolve for employing the eaſtern 
Indians, entreating their good offices in this inftance, and 
their exertions to have them forthwith engaged and marched 
to join tis army. I have deſired five or fix hundred of them 
to be enliſted for two or three years, if they will conſent to 
it ſubject to an earlier diſcharge, if it ſhall be thought ne- 
ceſſary . and upon the ſame terms as the continental troops, 
if better cannot be had, - though I am hopeful they may. 
In my letter of yeſterday I mentioned the arrival of part 
of the Connecticut light- horſe to aſſiſt in the defence of this 
place, and my objection to their horſes being kept. Four 
or five hundred of them are now come in: and, in juſtice to 
their zeal and laudable attachment to che cauſe of their 
country, I am to inform you that they have conſented to 
ſtay as long as occaſion may require, though they ſhould be at 
the expenſe of maintaining their horſes themſelves. They 
have paſtured them out about the neighborhood of Kingſ- 
bridge (being unwilling to ſend them away} at the rate of 
half a dollar per week each, meaning to leave it entirely with 
Congreſs either to allow or refuſe it, as they ſhall judge 
proper. I promiſed to make this repreſentation, and thought 
it my duty; and will only obſerve that the motives which 
induced them at firſt to ſet out were good and praiſe-worthy, 
and were, to afford the moſt ſpeedy and early ſuccour, 
which they apprehended would be wanted before the militia 
arrived, Their ſervices may be extremely important, 
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being moſt of them, if not all, men of reputation ant of 
property. .. f 
The W | 
Trumbull I beg leave to ſubmit to the eonfideration of Con- 
greſs. They will perceive from his repreſentation the di- 
quieting apprehenſions that have ſeized on the minds of the 
people ſince the retreat of the northern army, and how ex- 
poſed the northern frontiers of New-York and New-Hamp- 
ſhire are to the ravages and incurſions of the Indians. How 
far it may be expedient to raiſe the batallion he conceives ne · 
ceſſary to prevent the calamities and diſtreſſes he points out, 
they will determine, upon what he has ſaid, and the neceſſity 
that may appear to them for the meaſure —whatl have done, 
F 
his wiſhes, 
I have alſo incloſed a memoriahfrom the formenns? hates 
ſetting forth the inadequacy of their pay to their ſervices and 
maintenance, and praying that it may be.increaſed.. I ſhall 
obſerve that they have a long time complained in this in- 
ſtance, and that ſome additional allowance may not be un- 
neceſſary. | 
As I am truly ſenſible the ime of Cees hs copay taken 
up with a variety of important mattersgit is with unwilling- 
neſs and pain I ever repeat a requeſt after having once 
made it, or take the liberty of enforcing any opinion of mine 
after it is once given : but as the. eſtabliſhing of ſome office 
for auditing accounts is a. matter of exceeding importance 
to the public intereſt, I would beg leave once more to call 
the attention of Congreſs to an appointment competent to 
the purpoſe. Two motives induce me to urge the matter 
firſt, a conviction of the utility of the meaſure z—ſecondly, 
that I may ſtand exculpated if hereafter it ſhould appear that 
money has been improperly expended, and neceſſaries for 
the army obtained upon unreaſonable term. 
For me, whoſe time is employed from the hour of my 
nung ul I retire to bed again, to go into an examination of 
| INE. he 
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the accounts of ſuch an army as this with any degree of preci+ 
fon and exactneſa, without neglecting other matters of equal 
importance, is utterly impracticable. All that I have been able 
to do (and that, in fact, was doing nothing), was, when the 
commiſſary, and quarter-maſter, and direQor-general of the 
hoſpital (for it is to theſe the great advances are made) applied 
for warrants, — to make them at times produce a general ac- 
count of their expenditures. But this anſwers no valuable pur- 
poſe. It ĩs the minutiz that muſt be gone into,—the propriety 
of each charge examined, the vouchers looked into z—and, 
with reſpeC to the commiſſary-general, his vitualling returns 
and expenditures of proviſions ſhould be compared with his 
purchaſes: otherwiſe a perſon in this department, if he was 
inclined ro be-knaviſh, might purchaſe large quantities with 
the public money, and ſell one half of it again for private 
emolument; and yet his accounts upon paper would appear 
fair, and be ſupported with vouchers for every charge. 
Ido not urge this matter from a ſuſpicion of any unfair 
practices in either of the departments before-mentioned ; 
and ſorry ſhould I be if this conſtruction was put upon it,— 
having a high opinion of the honor and integrity of _ theſe 
gentlemen. But there ſhould nevertheleſs be ſome control 
as well upon their diſcretion as honeſty :—to which may be 
added, that accounts become perplexed and confuſed by 
long ſtanding, and the errors therein not ſo diſcoverable as 
if they underwent an early reviſion and examination. I am 
well appriſed that a treaſury- office of accounts has been re- 
ſolved upon, and an auditor- general for ſettling all public 
accounts : but, with all deference and ſubmiſſion to the opi- 
nion of Congreſs, theſe inſtitutions are not calculated to 
prevent the inconveniences I have. mentioned ; nor can they 
be competent to th purpoſes, circumſtanced as they are. 
We. have intelligence from a deſerter that came to us, 
that, on wedneſday morning, the Aſia, Chatham, and Greys. 
hound men-of-war -weighed anchor, and (it was faid) in- 
tended to paſs up the North-river above the city, to prevent 
Goa 2 15 = 
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it, nor does he know what prevented them. — A priſoner be · 


evening, with a Saint-George's' flag at her fore-top-maſt- 


the communication with the Jerſeys. They did not attempt 


longing to the tenth regiment, taken yeſterday, informs that 
they hourly expected admiral Howe and his fleet. He adds that 
n veſſel has arrived from them, and the prevailing opinion is, 
that an attack will be made immediately on their arriyal. 
By a letter from general Ward, I am informed that the 
ſmall-pox has broke out at Boſton, and infected ſome of the 
troops. I have wrote to him to place the invalids under an 
officer, to remain till they are well; and to uſe every poſſible 
precaution to prevent the troops from - thence bringing the 
infection. The diſtreſſes and calamities we have already 
ſuffered by this diſorder in one part of our army, I hope, 
will excite his utmoſt care that they may not be increaſed. 
pg e 97p hog 1 1 * w. 


Sm, | NewsYork, uh £2, . | 
THE defi ign of this is to inform Congreſs, that, about 

alf after three o'clock” this evening, two of the enemy's 
ſhips of war, one of forty and the other of twenty guns, 
with three, tenders, weighed anchor in the bay oppoſite 


Staten-Iſland, and, availing themſelves of x briſk and favor- 


able breeze, with a” flowing tide, ran paſt our batteries up 
the North-river, without receiving any certain damage that 
I could perceive, notwithſtanding a heavy and inceſſant can- 
nonade was kept up from our ſeveral batteries here, as well 
as from that at Paulus. Hook. They, on their part, returned 
and contined The fire as they ran by. I diſpatched an ex- 
preſs to brigadier general Mifflin at our encampment towards 
the upper end of the iſland; but have not eng "200k 
they have got by, or received any damage. | 

The account tranſmitted by this morning's — tbe 
the arrival of one of the fleet, ſeems to be confirmed. Se- 
veral ſhips have come in to-day: among them, one this 


head 
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bead, which we conclude to be admiral Howe from the cir 
cumſtance of the flag, and the ſeveral and general ſalutes 
that were paid. It is probable they will all arrive in a day 
or two, and immediately begin their operations. 

As it will be extremely neceſſary that the flying camp 
mould be well provided with powder and. ball, and it may 
be impracticable to ſend ſupplies from hence on account of 
our hurry and engagements (beſides, the communication 
may be uncertain), I muſt beg the attention of Congreſs to 
this matter, and requeſt that they will forward with all 
poſſible expedition ſuch a quantity of muſket-powder and 
lead (if balls of different ſizes cannot be had); as will be 
ſuſkicient for the militia to compoſe that camp. 

By an expreſs this minute arrived from general Miflin, 
the ſhips have paſſed his works. 

I am, in haſte, with ſentiments of great regard; &c. G. W. 

4 quarter paſt eight, P. M. 


SIR, Neu. Tert, Jul 14, 1776: 
MY laſt of friday evening, which I had the honor of ; 
addreſſing you, adviſed that two of the enemy's ſhips of war 
and three tenders had run above our batteries here and the 
works at the upper end of the iſland. I am now to inform you: 
that, yeſterday forenoon, receiving intelligence from general 
Mifflin that they had paſſed the Tappan-Sea, and were try- 
ing to proceed higher up, —by advice of R. R. Livingſton, 
eſquire, and other gentlemen, I diſpatched expreſſes to 
general Clinton of Ulſter, and the committee of ſafety for 
Ducheſs- county, to take meaſures for ſecuring the paſſes in 
the Highlands, leſt they might have deſigns of ſeizing 
them, and have a force concealed for the purpoſe. I wrote 
the evening before to the commanding officer of the two 
garriſons there to be vigilant and prepared againſt any at- 
tempts they or any diſaffected perſons might make againſt 
them, and to forward expreſſes all the way to Albany, that 
Vor. I. O proviſion 
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proviſion and other veſſels might be ſecured and prevented 
falling into their hands. 

The information given general MiMin was 2 prema- 
ture, as to their having gone paſt the 8ea.—A letter from 
the committee of Orange- county, which came to hand this 
morning, ſays they were there yeſterday, and that a regi- 
ment of their militia was under arms, to prevent their land- 
ing and making an incurſion. The meſſenger who brought 
it, and to whom it refers for particulars, adds that a party 
of them, in two or three boats, had approached the ſhore, 
but were forced back by our people firing at them. Since 
the manceuvre of friday, there have been no other moye- 

ments in the fleet. 

General Sullivan, in a letter of the ſecond inflant, i in- 
forms me of his arrival with the army at Crown-Point, 
where he. is fortifying and throwing up works. He adds 
that he has ſecured all the ſtores except three cannon left at 
Chamblee, which in part is made. up by taking a fine twelve 
pounder out of the lake. — The army is ſickly, —many with 
the ſmall-pox.z and he is apprehenſive the militia, ordered 
to join them, will not eſcape the infeCtion.—An officer he 
had ſent to reconnoitre had reported that he ſaw at Saint 
John's about a hundred and fifty tents, twenty at Saint 
Roy's, and fifteen at Chamblee 3 and works at the firſt were 
buſi ily carrying on. 

I have incloſed a general return of the army here, which 
will ſhew the whole of our ir ſtrength. All the detached polts 
are included. 

A letter from the eaſtward by laſt-night's poſt, to Mr, 
Hazard, poſt-maſler in this city, adviſes that two ſhips had 
been taken and carried into Cape- Ann,—one from Antigua 
conſigned to general Howe, with four hundred and thirty: 
nine puncheons of rum,—the other a Jamaica-man, with 
four hundred hogſheads of ſugar, two hundred puncheons of 
rum, thirty-nine bales of cotton, pimento, fuſtic, ke, Ke. 
Each mounted two guns, ſix-pounders. 


About 


* 
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About three o'clock this afternoon I was informed that a 


flag from lord Howe was coming up, and waited with two 
of our whale-boats, until directions ſhould be given. I im- 
mediately convened ſuch of the general officers as were not 
upon other duty, who agreed in opinion that I ought not to 
receive any letter directed to me as a private gentleman : 
but if otherwiſe, and the officer deſired to come up to de- 
liver the letter himſelf, as was ſuggeſted, he ſhould come 
undet a ſafe - conduct. Upon this, I directed colonel Reed 
to go down and manage the affair under the above general 
inſtruction. | 

On his return, he informed me, that, after the common 
civilities, the officer acquainted him that he had a letter from 


| lord Howe to Mr. Waſhington, which he ſhewed under a 


ſuperſcription, « To George Waſhington, eſquire.” Colonel 
Reed replied there was no ſuch perſon in the army, and that 
a letter intended for the general could not be received under 
ſuch a direction. The officer expreſſed great concern, — ſaid 
it was a letter rather of a civil than military nature, that 
lord Howe regretted he had not arrived ſooner,—that he 
(lord Howe) had great powers, —The anxiety to have the 
letter received was very evident, though the officer diſclaimed 
all knowledge of its contents. However, colonel Reed's in- 
ſtructions being poſitive, they parted, —After they had got 
ſome diſtance, the officer with the flag again put about, and 
alked under what direction Mr. Waſhington choſe to be ad- 
dreſſed: to which colonel Reed anſwered, his ſtation was well 
known, and that certainly they could be at no loſs how to 
direct to him. The officer ſaid they knew it. and lamented 
it; and again repeated his wiſh that the letter could be re- 
ceived, —Colonel Reed told him a proper direction would 
obviate all difficulties, and that this was no new matter, — 
this ſubject having been fully diſcuſſed in the courſe of the 
laſt year; of which lord Howe could not be ignorant :— 
upon which they parted. 
| would, not upon any occaſion facrifice eſſentials to punc+ 
O 2 , tilio: 
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tilio : but in this inſtance, the opinion of others concurring 
with my own, I deemed it a duty to my country and my ap. 
pointment, to infiſt upon that reſpect, which, in any other 
than a public view, I would willingly have waved. Nor do 
I doubt, but, from the ſuppoſed nature of the meſſage, and 
the anxiety expreſſed, they will either repeat their flag, or fall 
upon ſome mode to communicate the import and [contents] 
of it. | 

I have been duly honored with yourtwo letters, - that of 
the tenth by Mr. Anderſon, —and the eleventh, with its in- 
cloſures. I have directed the quarter-maſter to provide him 
with every thing he wants to carry his ſcheme into execu- 
tion. It is an important one, and I wiſh it ſucceſs ; but am 
doubtful that it will be better in theory than practice. 

The paſſage of the ſhips of war and tenders up the river 
is a matter of great importance, and has excited much con- 
jecture and ſpeculation. To me two things have occurred, 
as leading them to this proceeding, —firſt a deſign to ſeize 
on the narrow paſſes on both ſides of the river, giving almoſt 
the only land-communication with Albany, and of conſe- 
quence with our northern army; for which purpoſe they 
might have troops concealed on board, which they deemed 
competent of themſelves, as the defiles are narrow, —or that 
they would be joined by many diſaffeted perſons in that 
quarter. Others have added a probability of their having 
a large quantity of arms on board, to be in readineſs to 
put into the hands of the tories. immediately on the arrival 
of the fleet, or rather at the time they intend to make their 
 attack.—The ſecond is, to cut of entirely all intercourſe 


between this and Albany by water, and the upper country, d 
and to prevent ſupplies of every kind going and coming. c 
Theſe matters are truly alarming, and of ſuch importance, tc 


that I have wrote to the provincial-congreſs of New- York, 
and recommended to their ſerious confideration the adoption 
of every pollible expedient to guard againſt the two firſt; 
and have ſuggeſted the propriety of their employing the mi- 
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litia, or ſome part of them, in the counties in which theſe 
defiles are, to keep the enemy from poſſeſſing them, till fur- 
ther proviſion can be made z and to write to the ſeveral lead- 
ing perſons on our fide in that quarter, to be attentive to all 
the movements of the ſhips and the diſaffected, in order 
to diſcover and fruſtrate whatever pernicious ſchemes they 
have in vie mp. | | 

In reſpe& to the ſecond conjecture of my own, and which 


| ſeems to be generally adopted, I have the pleaſure to inform 


Congreſs, that, if their deſign is to keep the armies from 
proviſion, the commiſſary has told me upon inquiry, he has 
forwarded ſupplies to Albany (now there, and above it) ſuffi- 
cient for ten thouſand men for four months ;z—that he has 
a ſufficiency here for twenty thouſand men for three months, 
and an abundant quantity ſecured in different parts of the 
Jerſeys for the flying camp, befides having about four thou- 
ſand barrelg-of flour in ſome neighboring part of Connecti- 
cut. Upon this head, there is but little occaſion for any ap- 
prehenſions, at leaſt for a conſiderable time, 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W, 

P. S. I have ſent orders to the commanding officer of the 
Pennſylvania militia to march to Amboy, as their remaining 
at Trenton can be of no ſervice. 


Sin, Neu-Tort, July 15, 1776. 

THIS will be handed you by Mr. Griffin, who has 

alſo taken upon him the charge and delivery of two packets 

containing ſundry letters which were ſent to Amboy yeſter- 

day by a flag, and forwarded to me to-day by general Mer 

cer.— The letter addreſſed to governor Franklin came open 
to my hands. 

I was this morning honored with yours of the thirteenth 
inſtant, with its important and neceſſary incloſures ; and, in 
obedience. to the commands of Congrefs, have tranſmitted 
general Howe the reſolves intended for him. Thoſe for 

O3 general 
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general Burgoyne I incloſed and ſent to general Schuyler, 
with directions immediately to forward them to him. 
The inhuman treatment of the whole, and murder of 
part of our people, after their ſurrender and capitulation, 
was certainly a flagrant violation of that faith which ought to 
be held ſacred by all civiliſed nations, and founded in the moſt 
ſavage barbarity. It highly deſerved, the ſevereſt reprobation; 
and I truſt the ſpirited meaſures Congreſs have adopted upon 
the occaſion will prevent the like in future: but if they ſhould 
not, and the claims of humanity are diſregarded, juſtice and 
policy will require recourſe to be had to the law of retalia- 
tion, however abhorrent and difagreeable to our natures in 


caſes of torture and capital puniſhments, 
I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 


Six, New-York, July 17, 1776. 


I WAS this morning honored with yours of the 
fiſteenth inſtant, with ſundry reſolves. 

J perceive the meaſures Congreſs have taken to expedite 
the raiſing of the flying camp, and providing it with articles 
of the greateſt uſe. You will ſee by a poſtſcript to my let- 
ter of the fourteenth, I had wrote to the commanding officer 
of the Pennſylvania militia, ordering them to be marched from 
Trenton to Amboy, as their remaining there could not anſwer 
the leaſt public good. For, having conſulted with ſundry gentle- 
men, I was informed, if the enemy mean to direct their views 
towards Pennſylvania or penetrate the Jerſeys, their route will 
be from near Amboy, and either by way of Brunſwic or 
Boundbrook,—the lower road from South-Amboy being 
through a woody ſandy country. Beſides, they will be then 
able to throw in ſuccour here, and to receive it from hence 
in caſes of emergency. | 
The Connecticut light-horſe, mentioned in my letter of 
the eleventh, notwithſtanding their then promiſe to con- 
tinue here for the defence of this place, are now diſcharged, 
F and 
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nnd about to return home, having peremptorily refuſed all 


kind of fatigue duty, or even to mount guard, claiming an 
exemption as troopers. Though their affiſtance is much 
needed, and might be of effential ſervice in caſe of an at- 
tack, yet I judged it adviſable, on their application and 
claim of ſuch indulgences, to diſcharge them; as granting 


them would ſet an example to others, and might produce 


many ill conſequences. The number of men included in 
the laſt return, by this, is leſſened about five hundred. 

I laſt night received a letter from general Schuyler, with 
ſeyeral incloſures, copies of which I have herewith tranſmit- 
ted. They will give Congreſs every information I have re- 
ſpecting our northern army and the ſituation of our affairs 


in that quarter to which I beg leave to refer their atten- 


tion. I cannot but expreſs my ſurpriſe at the ſcarcity of 
proviſian which general Schuyler mentions, after what the 
commiſſary aſſured me, and which formed a part of my letter 
of the fourteenth. He ſtill aſſures me of the ſame. —This is a 
diſtreſſing circumſtance, as every article of proviſion, and 
every thing neceſſary for that department, can have no other 
now than a land-conveyance, the water-communication from 
hence to Albany being entirely cut off. 

Congreſs will pleaſe to conſider the incloſure, Ne 6, about 
raiſing ſix companies out of the inhabitants about the lakes, 
to prevent the incurſions of the Indians. The general 
officers, in their minutes of council, have determined it a 
matter of much importance ;—and their attention to the 
price of goods furniſhed the ſoldiery may be extremely ne- 
ceſſary. They have complained much upon this head. 

The retreat from Crown-Point ſeems to be conſidered in 
oppoſite views by the general and field officers. The for- 
mer (I am ſatisfied) have weighed the matter well; and yet 
the reaſons aſſigned by the latter againſt, it appear ſtrong 
and forcible. —I hope whatever is done will be for the 
beſt. 1 „ * 

By a letter from the committee of 92 — received 

04 this 
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this morning, the men-of-war and tenders were yeſterday at 
Haverſham-bay, about forty miles above this. A number 
of men, in four barges from the tenders, aitempted to land, 
with a view (they ſuppoſe) of taking ſome ſheep and cattle, 
that had been previouſly removed. A ſmall number of mi- 
litia that were collected obliged them to retreat, without their 
doing any damage with their cannon. —They were ſounding 
the water up towards the Highlands; by which it is pro- 
bable they will attempt to paſs with part of the fleet, if 
poſſible. 

Veſterday evening a flag came from general "Hl with a 
letter addreſſed © To George Wa aſhingtan, eſquire, &c, &c, 
c.“ It was not received, upon the ſame * that 
the one from lord Howe was refuſed. | 

T have the honor to ay &c. G. W. 

1 


SIR, New-York, July 19, 1776. 
I HAVE been duly honored with your ſavors of the 
ſixteenth and ſeventeenth, with the ſeveral reſolves they con- 
tained ; to the execution of which, ſo o far as ſhall be in my 
power, I will pay proper attention. 
In my letter of the ſeventeenth I tranſmitted you a copy 
of one from general Schuyler, and of its ſeveral incloſures.— 
1 confeſs the determination of the council of general officers 
on the ſeventh, to retrcat from Crown-Point, ſurpriſed me 
much : and the more I conſider it, the more ſtriking docs 
the impropriety appear. The reaſons aſſigned againſt it by 
the field-officers, in their remonſtrance, coincide greatly with * 
my own ideas and thoſe of the other general officers I have 
had an opportunity of conſulting with, and ſeem to be of 
conſiderable weight, I may add, concluſive.— I am not ſo 
Fully acquainted with the geography of that country and the 
ſituation of the different poſts, as to pronounce a-peremptory 
ey. upon, the matter: but, if my ideas are right, the 
; poſſeſſion 
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poſſeſſon of Crown-Point is eſſential, to give us da. | 
riority and maſtery ypon the lake. | 

That the enemy wil! poſſeſs it as ſoon u chandaned by us, 
there can be no doubt: and if they do, whatever gallies or 
force we keep on the lake will be unqueſtionably in their rear, 
—How they are to be ſupported there, or what ſuccour can be 
drawn from them there, is beyond my comprehenſion Per- 
haps it is only meant that they ſhall be employed on the com- 
munication between that and 'Ticonderoga. If this js the caſe, 
I fear the views of Congreſs will not be anſwered, nor the 
ſalutary effects be derived from them, that were intended. 

I have mentioned my ſurpriſe to general Schuyler, and 
would, by the adyice of the general officers here, have 
directed that that poſt ſhould be maintained, had it not 
been for two cauſes, —an apprehenſion that the works bave 
been deſtroyed, and that, if the army ſhould be ordered from 
Ticonderoga, or the poſt oppoſite to it (where I preſume 
they are), to repoſſeſs it, they would have neither one place 
nor another ſecuxe and in a defenſible ſtate :—the other, leſt 
it might increaſe the jealouſy and diverſity of opinions 
which ſeem already too prevalent in that army, and eſta- 
bliſh a precedent for the inferior officers to ſet up their judg- 
ments whenever they would, in oppoſition to thoſe of their 
ſuperiors, —a matter of great delicacy, aud that might lead 
to fatal conſequences, if countenanced ; though in the pre- 
ſent inſtance I could wiſh their reaſoning had prevailed. 

If the army has not removed, what I have faid to general 
Schuyler may perhaps bring on a reconſideration of the mat - 
ter; and it may not be too late to take meaſures for main- 
taining that poſt. But of this I have no hope. 

In coaſequence of the reſolve of Congreſs for three of the 


eaſtern regiments to reinforce the northern army, I wrote 


to general Ward, and, by advice of my general officers, di- 
rected them to march to Norwich, and there to embark for 
Albany; conceiving that two valuable purpoſes might reſult 
therefrqm,—firlt, that they would ſooner join the army by 


* 
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purſuing this route, and be ſaved from the diſtreſs and fatigue 
that muſt attend every long march through the country at 
this hot and uncomfortable ſeaſon ;—and ſecondly, that they 
might give ſuccour here, in caſe the enemy ſhould make an 
attack about the time of their paſſing. But the enemy hav- 
ing now, with their ſhips of war and tenders, cut off the 
water-communication from henee ro Albany, I have wrote 
this day and directed them to proceed by land acroſs the 
country. —If Congreſs diſapprove the route, or wiſh to 
give any orders about them, you will pleaſe to certify me 
thereof, that | may take meaſures accordingly. 

Incloſed I have the honor to tranſmit you copies of a let- 
ter and ſundry reſolutions which I received yeſterday froni 
the convention of this ſtate. By them you will perceive they 
have been acting upon matters of great importance, and 
are exerting themſelves in the moſt vigorous manner to de- 
feat the wicked deſigns of the enemy, and ſuch diſaffected 
perſons as may incline to aſſiſt and facilitate their views.— 
In compliance with their rcqueſt, and on account of the 
ſcarcity of money for carrying their ſalutary views into exe- 
cution, I have agreed to lend them, out of the ſmall ſtock 
no in hand (not more than fixty thouſand dollars), twenty 
thouſand dollars, in part of what they want; which they 
promiſe ſpeedily to replace. Had there been money ſufh- 
cient for paying the whole of our troops, and no more, | 
could not have done it. But as it was otherwiſe, and by 
no means proper to pay a part and not the whole, I could 
not foreſee any inconveniences that would attend the loan ;— 
on the contrary, that it might contribute in ſome degree to 
forward their ſchemes.—I hope my conduct in this inſtance 
will not be diſapproved. 

I incloſed governor Trumbull a copy of their letter and of 
their ſeveral reſolves, to-day, by colonel Broom and Mr. 
Duer, two members of the convention, who are going to 
wait on him ; but did not think myſelf at liberty to urge or 
requeſt his intereſt in forming the camp of fix thouſand men, 

as 


OFFICIAL LETTERS. 203 


as the levies, directed by Congreſs to be furniſhed the third of 
June, for the defence of this place, by that government, are 
but little more than one-third come in. At the ſame time, 
the propoſition I think a good one, if it could be carried into 
execution. In caſe the enemy ſhould attempt to effect a 
landing above Kingſbridge, and to cut off the communication 
between this city and the country, an army to hang on 1 

rear would diſtreſs them exceedingly. ; 

I have the honor to be, &c. G.W. 

The'incloſed paper ſhould have been ſent _— but was 
omitted through hurry. ; 

P. S. After I had cloſed my letter, I received one from 
general Ward, a copy of which is herewith tranſmitted. —[ 
have wrote him to forward the two regiments now at Bo- 
ton, by the moſt direct road, to Ticonderoga, as foon as they 
are well, with the utmoſt expedition; and conſider their 
having had the ſmall-pox, as a fortunate circumſtance. When 
the three arrive which have marched for Norwich, I ſhall ' 
immediately ſend one of them on, if Congreſs ſhall judge it 
expedient z—of which you'will pleaſe to inform me. 


SIR, | New-York, July 21, 1776. 

F HAVE juſt time to acknowledge the receipt of 

your favor of the nineteenth. The intereſting intelligence 

of the ſucceſs of our arms in the ſouthern department gives 

me the higheſt ſatisfaction. Permit me to join my joy to 

the congratulations of Congreſs upon this event. To mor- 
row I will write more fully. 

Two v'clock, P. M. I this moment had report made me, 
that ten ſhips were ſeen in the offing, coming in,—I ſup- 
poſe, part of admiral Howe's fleet. 

I have the honor to be, Kc. | SG. W. 
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Sin, | New-York, July 22, 1776. 
FOUR favorsof the eighteenth and nineteenth, with 
which you have been pleaſed to honor me, have been duly 
received, with the ſeveral reſolves alluded to. 
When the letter and declaration, from lord Howe to Mr: 
Franklin and the other late governors, come to be publiſhed, 
I ſhould ſuppoſe the warmeſt advocates: for dependence on 
the Britiſh crown muſt be ſilent, and be convinced beyond 
all poffibility of doubt, that all that has been ſaid about 
the commiſſioners was illuſory, and calculated expreſsly to 
deceive and unguard, not only the good people of our own 
country, but thoſe of the Engliſh nation that were averſe to 
the proceedings of the king and miniſtry. Hence we fee the 
cauſe why 2 ſpecification of their powers was not given the 
mayor and city of London, on their addreſs requeſting it. 
That would have been dangerous, becauſe it would then 
have been manifeſt that the line of conduct they were to 
purſue would be totally variant from that they had in- 
duſtriouſly propagated, and amuſed the public with. —The 
uniting the civil and military offices in the fame perſons, 
too, mult be concluſive to every thinking one, that there is 
to be but little negotiation of the civil kind. 
I have incloſed, for the ſatisfaction of Congreſs, the fub- 
ſtance of what paſſed beween myſelf and lieutenant-colonel 
Patterſon, adjutant-general,.at an interview had yeſterday in 
conſequence of a requeſt from general Howe the day be- 
fore to which I beg leave to refer them for particulars. 
Colonel Knox of the train having often mentioned to me 
the neceſſity of having a much more numerous body of ar- 
tilleriſts than what there now is, in caſe the preſent conteſt 
ſhould continue longer, and knowing the deficiency in this 
inſtance, and their extreme uſefulneſs, —1 deſired him to 
commit his ideas upon the ſubject to writing, in order that 1 
might tranſmit them to Congreſs for their conſideration. 
9 to my requeſt, he has done it; and the propriety 
of 
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of his plan is now ſubmitted for their deciſion, It is certain 
that we have not more at this time than are ſufficient for the 
ſeveral extenſive poſts we now have,—including the draughts 
which he ſpeaks of, and which, I preſume (not only from 
what he has informed me, but from the nature of the thing), 
can never be qualified to render the fame ſervice as if they 
were regularly appointed and formed into a corps for _ 
particular purpoſe. 

[ beg leave to remind Congreſs that e I laid 
before them the propoſals of ſome perſons here for forming 
a company of light-horſe; and the preſident's anſwer, à lit- 
tle time after, intimated that the plan ſeemed to be approved 
of, —As thoſe who wanted to make up the troop are fre- 
quently preſſing me for an anſwer, I could wiſh to be fa- 
vored with the deciſion of Congreſs upon the ſubject. 

By a letter from- general Schuyler, of the fourteenth in- 
ſtant, dated at Albany, he informs me, that, the day before, 
ſome deſperate defigns of the tories in that quarter had been 
diſcovered, the particulars of which he could not divulge, being 
under an oath of ſecrecy however, that ſuch meaſures had 
been taken, as to promiſe a prevention of the intended mif- 
chief; and that four of the conſpirators (among them, a 
ringleader) were apprehended about one o'clock that mora- 
ing, not far from the town. What the plot was, or who 
were concerned in it, is a matter I am ignorant of as yet. 

With my beſt regards to Congreſs, I have the honor to be 
your and their moſt obedient ſervant, - G. W. 

P. S. Congreſs will pleaſe to obſerve what was propoſed 
reſpecting the exchange of Mr. Lovell, and fignify their 
pleaſure in your next.—The laſt week's return is allo i in- 
cloſed. 


Six, Neu- Te, k, July 22, 1776. a 
CONGRESS having been pleaſed to appoint Mr. 
Wilper to the command of a company in the German ba- 
* 8 * N tallio 8 
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tallion now raiſing, I have directed him to repair to Phila. 
delphia for their orders. From my acquaintance with him, 
I am perſuaded his conduct as an officer will merit their ap- 
probation : and, thanking them for their kind attention to my 
recommendation of him, I have the honor to be, with ſenti- 
ments of the higheſt reſpeQ, &c. FT G. W. 


SIR, Neu- York, Fuly 22, 1776. 

1 WAS honored with your favor of the twentieth by 
yeſterday's poſt, ſince which, and my letter, N of mo- 
ment has occurred. 5 
The ſhips, mentioned in my letter of the AY to 
have been in the offing, got in that day, and are ſuppoſed to 
be part of the Scotch fleet, —_ landed ſome nn 
yeſterday. 
- Incloſed I have the 8 to tranſmit you copies of a let- 
ter and ſundry reſelutions which I received laſt night from 
the convention of this ſtate. They will inform you of the 
' computed number of inhabitants and ſtock upon Naſſau- 
Mand, and their ſentiments on the impracticability of re- 
moving the latter; and alſo of the meaſures hs think ne- 
ceflary and likely to ſecure them = 
I have alſo incloſed a letter from Mr. Faeſh to lord Stir- 
ling upon the ſubject, of a cannon-furnace for the uſe of the 
ſtates. Congreſs will ſee his plan and propoſals, and deter- 
mine upon them as they ſhall judge proper. 
I am, fir, with every ſentiment of reſpect, &. G. W. 

; sin, | Live New-York; Fuly 23, 1776. 

* SINCE I had the pleaſure of writing you by this 
morning's poſt, I was favored with a letter from governor 
Trumbull, a copy of which is incloſed, and to which I beg 
leave to refer you.—In regard to the ſtock he mentions, I 
wrote to him, requeſting that they might be removed from 
the iſlands on which they were, as I conceived it of great 
web 4: importance 
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importance to diſtreſs the enemy as much as poſſible in the 
article of freſh provifion.—I wiſh the. other governments 
may fellow his example, and have it removed from the 
iſlands belonging to them reſpectively. 

When the ſhips of war and tenders went up the river, it 
was thought expedient that application ſhould be made for 
the Connecticut row-gallies and thoſe belonging to Rhode- 


Iſland, in order to attempt ſomething for their deſtruQion. 


As ſoon as they arrive we ſhall try to employ them in ſome 
uſeful way, —but in what, or how-ſucceſsfully, rg; at 
preſene determine. + 

Congreſs will pleaſe to obſerve what Mr. Trumbull fays 
reſpecting the continental regiment raiſing under colonel 
Ward. L they incline to give any orders about their deſti- 
nation, you will pleaſe to communicate them by the earlieſt 
opportunity, as their march will be ſuſpended till they are 
known. 

+ The orders Mr. Trumbull has given te officers of 
their cruiſers, to ſtop proviſion- veſſels, ſeem to be neceſſary. 
We have too much reaſon to believe that ſome have gone 
voluntarily to the enemy, and that there are many perſons who 
would continue to furniſh them with large ſupplies : and, 
however upright the intentions of others may be, it-will be 
a matter of the utmoſt difficulty, if not an impoſſibility, for 
any to eſcape falling into their hands now, as every part of 
the coaſt (it is probable) will ſwarm with their ſhips of war 
and tenders. I had propoſed writing to the convention of 
this ſtate upon the ſubject before I received his letter; and 
am now more perſuaded of the neceſſity of their taking 
ſome ſteps to prevent further exportations down the Sound. 
In my next I ſhall inform them of the intelligence received 
from Mr. Trumbull, and recommend the matter to their at- 
tention.—lI have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. It appears abſolutely neceſſary that the exportation 
of proviſion ſhoul.] be ſtopped. Our army is large, and 
otherwiſe may want. Nor can individuals be injured, as 
they 
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SN. New-York, Fuly 25, 1776. 
DISAGREEABLE as it is to me and unpleaſing as 

it may be to Congreſs to multiply officers, I find myſelf un- 
der the unavoidable neceſſity of aſking an increaſe of my 
aides-de-camp. The augmentation of my command,—the 
increaſe of my correſpondence, —the orders to give,—the 
inſtructions to draw, - cut out more buſineſs than I am able 
to execute in time with propriety. - The buſineſs of ſo many 
dliſferent departments centring with me, and by me to be 
handed on to Congreſs for their information, added to the 
intercourſe I am obliged to keep up with the adjacent ſtates, 
and incidental occurrences,—all of which require confi 
dential and not hack writers to execute,—renders it impoſſi · 
dle, in the preſent ſtate of things, for my family to diſ- 
charge the ſeveral duties expected of me, with that pre- 
ciſion and diſpatch that I could wiſh. — What will it be 
then, when we come into a more active ſcene, and I am 
called upon from twenty different places * at the ſame 
ioſtant? 
Congreſs will do me the juſtice to believe (i hope) that i 
is not my inclination. or wiſh to run the continent to any un- 
neceſſary expenſe; and thoſe who better know me will not 
ſuſpeck that ſhew and parade can have any influence on my 
mind in this inſtance. A conviction of the neceſſity of it, 
for the regular diſcharge of the truſt repoſed in me, is the 
governing motive for the application; and, as ſuch, is ſub- 
mitted to Congreſs by, fir, your moſt obedient, &e. G. W. 


SIR, NA New-York, July 27, 1776. 
I WAS yeſterday morning honored with your favor 
of the twenty-fourth inſtant with its ſeveral incloſures, to 


which I ſhall pay the ſtricteſt attention. | 
7 In 
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The confidence Congreſs are pleaſed to repoſe in my 
judgment demands my warmeſt acknowledgments, and they 
may reſt aſſured it ſhall be invariably employed, ſo far a3 
.  piemare Sit views od Gi public 
wel 4 „ * 

Sihes my laſt, nothing material has dene .—Yeſterday 
* report was made that eight ſhips, were ſeen in the 
offingz ſtanding towards the Hook. The men-of-war and 
 tenderyare ſtill up the river. They have never attempted 
to paſs the Highland fortifications; and, a'day or two ago, 
quitted their ſtation; and fell down the river eight or ten 
miles. The vigilance and activity of the militia oppoſite 
where they were have prevented their landing and doing 
much injury. One poor peaſant's cot they plundered =_ 
then burnt. 

I would wiſh to know whether the allowance given tot. 
ficers, the ſeventeenth of January, of a dollar and one-third 
for every man they enliſt, Congreſs mean to extend to the 
officers who enliſt for the new army for three years. At 
firſt it may appear wrong, or rather exorbitant, ſuppoſing 
that many will be recruited out of the regiments now in ſer- 
rice, and under them: but the allowance will be of great uſe, 
35 it will intereſt the officers, and call forth their exertions 
which otherwiſe would be faint and languid. Indeed T am 
fearful, from the inquiries I have made, that their utmoſt 
; exertions will be attended with but little ſucceſs. It is ob- 
jetted that the bounty of ten dollars is too low; and argued, 
, —< if the ſtates, furniſhing men for five or fix months, al- 
7 


low conſiderably more, why ſhould that be accepted when 
the term of enliſtment is to be for three years ?”—1 heartily 
; viſh'a' bounty in land had been or could be given, as was 
propoſed ſome time ago. I think it would be actended with 

| lalutary conſequences. = 
: In conſequence of ee e ssb Tra bit 
ee has ſent me two row-gallies; and I expect another from 
? him. None from governor Cooke are yet come ; nor have 
Vor. I. 2 I heard 


— e 
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more than three thouſand. If they were in, or can be there 


2io GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 


I heard from him on the ſubject.— One is complete here. 
he fire-ſhips are going on under Mr. Anderſon's direc- 
tion, but rather ſlowly ; and I am preparing ſome obſtruc. 
tions for the channel nearly oppoſite the works at the upper 
end of this iſland. When all things are ready, I intend to 
try, if it ſhall ſeem practicable, to deſtroy the ſhips and ten- 


ders I ANN eee they can be af a 


The militia for the flying camp come in but rn By a 
return from general Mercer yeſterday, they are but little 


ſhortly, and the ſituation of the enemy remains the ſame, l 
would make ſome efforts to annoy them, keeping our poſts 
here well guarded, and not putting too much to che hazard, 
or in any manner to the riſk. | 

I have the honor to be, &c. | 192 G. W. 


— — — 


, 


Six, | 4 New-York, uh 29, 1776, 
| YOUR favor of the twenty-fourth I received on {> 


turday evening, and, agreeable to your requeſt, ſhall expunge 


the preamble to the reſolution ſubjecting the property of 
ſubjects to the Britiſh crown to forfeiture and-confilcation. 
Our ſtock of muſket-powder is entirely-giade up in car- 
tridges. I therefore requeſt that Congreſs will order four 
or five tons more of that ſort to be immediately forwarded; 
it being not only neceſſary that we ſhould have more for 
that purpoſe, but alſo ſome ſtock. to remain in barrels. 


| Yeſterday evening Hutchiaſon's and Sergeant's regiments 


from Boſton arrived; alſo two row-gallies from Rhode- 
Iland,—1 am fearful the troops have not got entirely clear 
of the ſmall-pox. I ſhall uſe. every poſſible precaution to 
prevent the infection ſpreading z and, for that purpoſe, 
have ordered them to an encampment ſeparate and detached 

from the reſt. 
ir annoys ren from Longdand cap five ſhips, 1 
$ * brig 


a” 4 
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bug, and ſite ſebooners, had got into the Hook - by yeſ· 


terday's, two ſhips more, and a ſloop, were ſtanding in.— 
What they are, 1 have not been able to learn. 
I kave tranſmitted a general return herewith, by which 
CE eee abats'of our force at the time-it 
was made. 
4 haverincloſed you an account of ſundry prizes, which 
was tranſmitted to ſeveral gentlemen here by ſaturday's poſt. 
The two laſt prizes I did not ſee mentioned in the letters 
ſnewyn me; and ] fear the report of the ſecond proviſion- veſ- 
ſel is premature I was alſo this minute informed that cap- 
tain' Biddle had taken a ſhip with ſugars for Britain, and, 
in bringing her in, unfortunately loſt her on Fiſher's-Iſland. 
I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 


e 


3 
_ 
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Sm, |  NewsHork; ___ 30, 1996, 
| GS adatey home with hoar tin forces 
% of yelterifay's date; and, agreeable to your requeſt, have 
ſa given Mr. Palfrey liberty to negotiate your claim with Mr. 
nge Brimer, and wiſh it may be ſatisfied agreeably to you. | 
d Taft night received a letter from general Schuyler, a copy 
oy of which I do myſelf the honor to tranſmit you. You will 
* thereby perceive his reaſons for leaving Crown-Point, and 
out Bi preferring che poſt the council of officers determined to 
take oppoſite to Ticonderoga.—I am totally unacquainted 
fe with thoſe ſeveral poſts and the country about them, and 

therefore cannot determine on the validity of his obſerva- 
en e tions, or think myſelf at wy to give any direction in the 
matter, 

Congreſs will pleaſe to obſerve what he ſays of their diſ- 
treſs for money. From hence he can have no relief, there 
being only about three of four thouſand dollars in the pay- 
maſter's hands according to his return this morning, —and 
A but two months” pay due to the army, beſides many other 
nana could wiſh that proper ſupplies of money could 

P 2 be 
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be always kept:—the want may occaſion — of an 


alarming nature. 

By a letter from him, nenen to the . 
he tells me that a Mr. Ryckman, who has juſt returned 
through the country of the Six-Nations, reports that the 
Indians who were at Philadelphia have gone home with 
very favorable ideas of our ſtrength and reſources. This he 
heard in many of their villages :—a lucky circumſtance, if it 
will either gain their friendſhip or ſecure their neutrality. 

In my letter of the twenty-ſeventh I informed. Congreſy 
of my views and wiſhes to attempt ſomething. againſt the 
troops on Staten-Iſland. I am now to acquaint them, that, 
by the advice of general Mercer and other officers.at Amboy, 
it will be impraCticable to do any thing upon a large ſcale, 
For want of craft, and as the enemy have the entire com- 
mand of the water all round the iſland. —I have defired ge- 
neral Mercer to have nine or ten flat-bottomed boats built at 
Newark-bay and Elizabethtown, with a deſign principally to 
keep up the communication acroſs Hackinſac and Paſſaic 
rivers, which I deem a matter of great importance, and Ex 
tremely neceſſary to be attended to. 

Since I wrote you yeſterday, eleven ſhips. more, had 
wh, and two ſloops, have come into the Hook. I have not 
yet received intelligence what any of the late arrivals are: 
but I ſuppoſe we * not long remain in a ſtate of uncers 
tainty. 

Having reaſon to believe chat lord Howe will readily come 
into an exchange of ſuch priſoners as may be more imme- 
diately under his command, and that ſomething will be of- 
fered on this ſubject within a day or two, or rather come in 
anſwer to the propoſitions I have made general Howe, | 
ſhould be glad to have Congrelſs's interpretation of the te- 
ſolve of the twenty-ſecond inſtant, empowering the com- 
manders to exchange, &c ;—whether, by the word /ailor, 
they mean ſailors generally, as well thoſe taken in the veſ- 


1 of private adventurers by the enemy, as thoſe. belonging 
{9 


to the continental cruiſers, or veſſels in the continent's em- 
ploy z or whether they only deſign to extend the exchange 
to the latter. thoſe in their particular employ. 

I would alſo obſerve, that, heretofore, ſailors beboaxing to 
merchant ſhips that have fallen into our hands, and thoſe 
employed merely as tranſports, have not generally been con- 
ſdered as priſoners. ſubmit it to Congreſs whether it 
may not be now neceſſary to paſs a reſolve declaring their 
ſentiments on this ſubject, and, in general, who are to be 
treated as priſoners of war, that are taken on board veſſels 
belonging to the ſubjects of the Britiſh crown, &c.— The 
reſult of their opinion upon the firſt queſtion propoſed, you 
-will be pleaſed to tranſmit me by the earlieſt opportunity. 

I have incloſed, for the confideration of Congreſs, a me- 

morial and petition by captain Holdridge, praying to be re- 
lieved againſt the loſs of money ſtolen from him,—not con- 
ceiving myſelf authoriſed to grant his requeſt. The certi- 
ficate which attends it proves him a man of character; and 
his caſe is hard, on his ſtate of it. Whether making the loſs 
good may not open a door to others, and give riſe to appli- 
cations not ſo juſt as his may be, I cannot determine. That 
ſeems to be the only objeCtion to relieving him. 

I am informed by general Putnam that there are ſome of 
the Stockbridge Indians here (I have not ſeen them myſelf) 
who expreſs great uneaſineſs at their not being employed by 
us, and have come to inquire into the cauſe. I am ſenſible 
Congreſs had them not in contemplation when they reſolved 
that Indians might be engaged in our ſervice. However, as 
they ſeem ſo anxious,—as they were led to expect it, from 


danger of their (or ſome of them) taking an unfavorable 
* part. I beg leave to ſubmit it as my opinion, under all theſe 
'y citcumſtances, that they had better be employed. 

el reer e ee | | G. W. 
1 & 
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what general Schuyler and the other commitlioners did, —as 
we are under difficulties in getting men, and there may be 
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SIR, | Na- ork, Ne 2, 1776. 
OUR fois of the thirtieth ultimo, with its ſeveral 
incloſures, I was honored with by wedneſday's poſt. 

Congreſs having been pleaſed to leave with me the direc. 
tion of colonel Ward's regiment, I have wrote to governor 
Trumbull, and requeſted him to 'order their march to this 
place, being fully ſatisfied that the enemy mean to make 
their grand puſh in this quarter, and that the good of the 
ſervice requires every aid here that can'be obtained. I have 
alſo wrote to colonel Elmorey and directed him to repair hither 
with his regiment. —When it comes, I ſhall fill up commil. 
ſions for ſuch officers as appear with their 94% 96 com- 
panies. 

Colonel Holman, with a regiment from the Maſſachuſets 
ſtate, is arrived. Colonel Cary from thence is alſo here, 
waiting the arrival of his regiment which he hourly expects. 
He adds, when he left New-London he heard that the third 
regiment from the Maſſachuſetts was almoſt ready, and 
would ſoon be in motion. 

The enemy's force is daily augmenting and becoming 
ſtronger by new arrivals.. Yeſterday, general Greene te- 
ports that about forty ſail, including tenders, came into the 
Hook. What they are, or what thoſe have brought that 
have larely got in, I remain un-informed. However, I think 
it probable they are part of lord Howe's fleet, with the 
Heſſian troops: it is time to look for them. | 


. 

I have the honor to be, &c. © G. W. 6 

P. S. I am extremely ry inform Congreſs our troops 

are very Bekl. t 

; t 

| sm, | «. +{New-Vork, Auguſt 5, 1776. t 

| I WAS honored with your favor of the thirty-firit ul- b 
Wi timo on friday, with its ſeveral incloſures; and return you | 
| | my thanks for the agreeable intelligence you were pleaſed 2 


to 
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to communicate, of the arrival of one of our ſhips with ſuch 
valuable articles as arms and ammunition ; alſo of the cap- 
ture made by à privateer. 

The mode for the "FW pe Joc | ny reſolved on by 
Congreſs, is acceded to by general Howe, ſo far as it comes 
within his command. A copy of my letter and his anſwer 
upon this ſubject I have the honor to incloſe you; to which 
I beg leave to refer Congreſs, 

The incloſed copy of a letter from colonel Tupper, who 
had the general command of the gallies here, will inform 
Congreſs of the engagement between them and the ſhips of 
war up the North-river on ſaturday evening, and of the da- 
mage we ſuſtained, What injury was done to the ſhips, I 
cannot aſcertain. It is ſaid they were hulled ſeveral times. 
by our ſhot. All accounts agree that our officers and men, 
during the whole of the affair, behaved with great ſpirit and 
bravery. The damage done the gallies ſhews beyond queſ- 
tion that they had a warm time of it.—The ſhips {till re- 
main up the river; and, before any thing further can be at- 
tempted againſt: them (ſhould it be thought adviſable), the 
gallies muſt be repaired. 

I have alſo tranſmitted Congreſs a ate letter I re- 
ceived. by ſaturday's poſt from governor Cooke, to which I 
refer them for the intelligence it contains. The ſeizure of 
our yeſſels by the Portugueſe is, I fearz an event too true. 
Their dependence upon the Britiſh crown for aid againſt the: 
Spaniards myſt force them to comply with every thing re- 
quired of them.—I wiſh the Morris may get ſafe in with 
her cargo. As to the ſhips captain Buchlin faw on the 
twenty- fifth ultimo, they are probably arrived: for yeſterday 
twenty-five ſail came into the Ho xk f 

By a letter from general Ward, of the trcaiy-niach ul 
timo, he informs me that two of our armed veſſels, the day 
before, had brought into Marblehead a ſhip bound from Ha- 
lifax to Staten-Iſland. She had in about fifteen hundred 
and nine pounds' worth of Britiſh goods, beſides a good 

of I many 
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many belonging to tories, A Halifax paper, found on board 
her, I have incloſed, as alſo an account ſent me by Mr. Ha. 
zard, tranſmitted him by ſome of his friends, as given by the 
tories taken in her. Their intelligence, I dare ſay, is true re- 
ſpeQting the arrival of part of the Heſſian troops. — General 
Ward in his letter mentions; that, the day this prize was 
taken, captain Burke, in another of our armed veſſels, had 
an engagement with a ſhip and a ſchooner which he 
thought were tranſports, and would have taken them, had it 
not been for an unlucky accident in having his quarter-deck 
blown up. Two of his men were killed, and ſeveral more 
were wounded. ,, 

The hulks and chevaux- de- friſe, 1 have beek preparing 
ts obſtruct the ehannel, have got up to the place they are in, 
tended for, and will be ſunk as ſoon as poſſible. 

I have tranſmitted/ Congreſs a general return of the army 
in and about this place on the third- inſtant, by which they 
will perceive the amount of our force. | 

Before I conclude, I would beg leave to remind Congreſs 
of che neceſſity there is of having ſome major-generals ap- 
pointed for this army, the duties of which are great, exten · 
ſrve, and impoſſible to be diſcharged as they ought and the 
gdod of the ſervice requires, without a competent number 
of officers of this rank. I mean to write more fully upon the 
ſubject: and, as things are drawing faſt to an iſſue, and it is 
neceſſary to make every proper diſpoſition and arrangement 
that we poſſibly can, I pray that this matter may be taken 


into conſideration, and claim their early attention.— I well 


| know what has prevented appointments of this ſort for ſome 
time paſt: but the ſituation of our affairs will not _ 
longer delays in this inſtance By the firſt opportunity, [ 
ſhall take the liberty of giving you my ſentiments more at 
lunge upon the propriety and neceſſity of the meaſure. 


anne | . WM 
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A. "ay E b New-Yath, Auguſt 3, bs 
"IN my letter of the fifth which I had the honor of 
1 you, I begged leave to recall the attention of 
Congreſs to the abſolute ' neceſſity there is 'for appointing 
more general officers, promiſing at the ſame time, by the 
felt opportunity, to give my Sees i more at ROPE __ 
the ſubject. 8 
Confident I am that the poſtponing this meaſure has not 
from motives of frugality : otherwiſe I ſhoult 
take the liberty of attempting to prove that we put too much 
to the hazard by ſuch a ſaving.—I am but too well appriſed 
of the difficulties that occur in the choice. They are, I 2c- 
knowledge, great; but at the ſame time it muſt be allowed 
they are of ſuch a nature as to preſent themſelves whenever 
the ſubject is thought of. Time on the one hand does not 
remove them; on the other, * may be productive of 
fatal conſequences 
This army, though far ſhort as yet of che numbers in- 
tended by Congreſs, is by much too unwieldy for the com- 
mand of any one man, without ſeveral major-generals to 
aſſiſt, For it is to be obſerved that a brigadier-general at the 
head of his brigade is no more than a colonel at the head of 
a regiment, except that he acts upon a larger ſcale. Officers 
of more general command are at all times wanted for the 
good order and government of an army, eſpecially when the 
army is compoſed chiefly of raw troops: but in an action 
they are indiſpenſably neceffary.—At preſent there is but 
one major-general for. this whole department and the flying 
camp; whereas, at this place alone, leſs than three cannot 
diſcharge the duties with that regularity they ought to be. 
If theſe major-generals are appointed, as undoubtedly 
they will, out of the preſent brigadiers, you will want for 
this place three brigadiers at leaſt. —The northern depart- 
ment will require one, if not two (as general Thompſon is 
a prilcner, and the baron Woedtke reported to be dead or in 
a ſtate 


| 
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| a ſtate not much better), there being at preſent only one 


brigadier-general (Arnold) in all that department. —For the 


eaſtern governments there ought to be one, or a major-gene- 


ral, to ſuperintend the regiments there, and to prevent im- 
poſitions that might otherwiſe be practiſed, Theſe make the 


number wanted to be ſix or ſeven: munter 


pointed, Congreſs can beſt judge. 
To make brigadiers of the oldeſt colonels * be the 


leaſt exceptionable way: but it is much to be; queſtioned 
whether by that mode the ableſt men would be appointed to 
office. And I would obſerve, though the rank of the colo- 
nels of the caſtern governments was ſettled at Cambridge 
laſt year, it only reſpected themſelves, and is ſtill open as to 
officers of other governments. To pick a colonel, here and 
a colonel there through the army according to.the apinion 
entertained of their abilities, would no doubt be the means 


of making a better choice, and nominating the fitteſt per- 


ſons : but then the ſenior officers would get diſguſted, and, 
more than probable, with their connexions, quit the ſer- 
vice. That might prove fatal at this time.—To appoint 
gentlemen as brigadiers, that had no ſerved in this army (in 
this part of it at leaſt), would not wound any one in parti- 
cular, but hurt the whole equally, and muſt be conſidered in 
a very.diſcouraging light by every officer of merit. View the 
matter therefore in any point of light you will, there are in- 
conveniencies on the one hand, and difficulties on the other, 
which ought to be avoided. Would they be remedied by 
appointing the oldeſt colonels from each ſtate ?—If this 
mode ſhould be thought expedient, the incloſed liſt gives the 
names of the colonels, from New-Hampſhire to Pennſylva- 


nia incluſive, ſpecifying thoſe who rank firſt, as I am told, 


in the ſeveral colony liſts, 

L have tranſmitted a copy of a letter from Mr, John Glover, 
ſetting forth the nature and grounds of a diſpute between him 
and a Mr. Bradford reſpecting their agency. Not conceiving 


| myſelf authoriſed, nor having the {malleſt inclination to in- 
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* 


— - 
— > 


* 


OFFICIAL LETTERS. 219 


terfere.in any degree in the matter, it is referred to Congreſs, 

who will determine and give direction upon it in ſuch man- 

ner as they ſhall judge beſt. I will only obſerve” that Mr. 

Glover was recommended to me as a proper perſon for an 

agent when we firſt fitted out armed veſſels, and was'ac- 

cordingly appointed one; and, fo far as I know, CO 
his office with fidelity and induſtry, 

I received yeſterday evening a letter from general Schay- 
ler, containing lieutenant M. Michael's report, who had 
been ſent a ſcout to Oſwego. A copy of the report I have 
indoſed for the information of Congreſs, leſt general Schuy- 
ler ſhould have” omitted it in his letter which accompanies 
this. He was at the German-Flats when he wrote, which was 
the Tecond inſtant, and the treaty with the Indians not be- 
gun; nor had the whole expected then arrived. But of, 
theſe things he or Aſo adviſed vo more Eng I 1 no 
doubt. 

The paymaſter informs me he received a ſupply' of money 
yeſterday. It came very ſeaſonably: for the applications and 
clamors of the troops had become inceſſant and diſtreſſing 
beyond meaſure.— There is now two months* pay due to 
them.—T have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 
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Sin, 


SINCE cloſing the letter which I had the honor to 
write you this morning, two deſerters have come in, who 
left the Solebay man- of- war laſt evening. One of them is 
a native of New-York. Their account is that they were in 
the engagement with colonel Moultrie at Sullivan's Iſland on 
the ninth of July (the particulars they give nearly corre- 
ſpond with the narrative ſent by general Lee) that they 
left Carolina three weeks ago as a convoy to forty-five tranſ- 
ports having on board general Clinton, lord Cornwallis, and 
the whole ſouthern army conſiſting of about three thouſand 
men, all of whom were landed laſt week on Staten-Ifland in 
tolerable health; that, on ſunday, thirteen tranſports, part 

of 
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the fleet; which was reported to have, in the whole, twelve 
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of lord Howe's fleet, and having on board Heſſians and 
Highlanders, came to Staten -Iſland ; that the remainder of 


thouſand men, had parted with theſe troops off the banks of 
Newfoundland, and were expected to come in every mo- 
ment that they were getting their heavy carriages and 
cannon on board, had launched eight gondolas with flat 
bottoms, and two rafts or ſtages to carry cannon. 
Theſe men underſtand that the attack will ſoon be made 


if the other troops arrive that they give out they will lay 


the Jerſeys walte with fire and ſword ;- that the computed 
ſtrength of their army will be thirty thouſand, men. They 
further add, that, when- they left Carolina, one tranſport got 
on ſhore, ſo that they were not able to give her relief; upon 
which, ſhe ſurrendered, with five companies of Highlanders, 
to general Lee, who, after taking every. thing valuable out of 


her, burnt her;—that the admiral turned general Clinton out of | 


his ſhip after the engagement, with a great deal of abuſe ;— 
great differences between the- principal naval and military 
gentlemen that the ſhips, left in Carolina, are now in ſuch 
a weakly diſtreſſed condition, they would fall an eaſy prey. 
I am, fir, with great reſpect, &c. _ G. W. 
Head: Dwarters, Neu- ok, Auguft 7, 1776, 
one o'clock, P. M. 
The ſhips are changing their poſition, and the men-of-war 


forming into a line: but I ſtill think they will wait the arrival 


of the remaining Heſſians before any general attack will be 
made.— Monday's return will ſhew our ſtrength here, 


4 — 


| SIR, | New-York, Auguſt 8, 1776. 


BY yeſterday-morning's poſt, I was honored with 
your favor of the ſecond inſtant, with ſundry reſolutions of 
Congreſs, to which I ſhall pay ſtrict attention. 


As the propoſition for employing the Stockbridge Indians 
has been approved, I have wrote to Mr. Edwards, one of the 
commiſſioners, and who lives among them, requeſting bim 


tt 
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to engage them or, ſuch as are willing, to enter the ſervice. 
I have directed him to indulge them with liberty to join this 
or the northern army, or both, as their inclination. may 
lead. 


+ L wiſh dhe falutary: conſequences may reſult from tho vo- 


gulation reſpecting ſeamen taken, that Congreſs have in 
view. From the nature of this kind of people, and the pri- 
vileges granted on their entering into our ſervice, I ſhould 
ſuppoſe many of them will do it. We want them much. 

I yeſterday tranſmitted the intelligence I received from the 
deſerters from the S olebay man-of-war. The incloſed copy 
of a letter by laſt night's poſt, from the honorable Mr. 
Bowdoin, with the information of a captain Kennedy lately 
taken, corroborate their accounts reſpecting the Heſſian 
troops. Indeed his report makes the fleet and armament, to 
be employed againſt us, greater than what we have heard they 
would be. However there remains no doubt of their being 
both large and formidable, and ſuch as will require our moſt 
vigorous exertions to oppoſe them. Perſuaded of this, and 
knowing how much inferior our numbers are and will be to 
theirs when the whole of their troops arrive,—of the im- 
portant conſequences that may and will flow from the appeal 


that will ſoon be made, I have wrote to Connecticut and 


New-Jerſey, for all the ſuccour they can afford, and alſo to 
the convention of this ſtate. What I may receive, and in 
what time, the eveat mult determine. But I would fain 


hope, the fituation and the exigency of our affairs will call 


forth the moſt ſtrenuous efforts and early aſſiſtance of thoſe 
who are friends to the cauſe. I confeſs there is but too 
much occaſion for their exertions. I — truſt they 
will not be withheld. 
Ü have incloſed a copy of a letter 1 Mr. Bowdoin re- 
ſpecting the eaſtern Indians. Congreſs will thereby perceive 
that they profeſs themſelves to be well attached to our in- 
tereſt, - and the ſummary. of the meaſures taken to engage 
A. I have the treaty at large between the 
7 honorable 
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| honorable council ' of the Maſſachuſetts, on behalf of the 
United States, with the' delegates of the Saint-John's and 

 Mickmac«tribes. The probability of à copy's being ſent 
already, and its great length, prevent one coming herewith. 
If Congreſs have not had it forwarded to them, I will ſend 
a copy by the firſt opportunity after notice that it has not 
been received. 

Auguſt 9.——By a report doit from general Greene 
laſt night, at ſunſer and a little after, about a hundred boats 
were ſeen bringing troops from Staten-Iſland to the ſhips, 
three of which had fallen down towards the Narrows, hay- 

ing taken in ſoldiers from thirty of the boats. He adds, that, 
by the beſt obſervations of ſeveral OY there appeared to 
be a general embarkation. 

I have wrote to general Mercer Fol two „ deen men 
from the flying camp. Colonel Smallwood's batallion, as 
part of them, I expect this forenoon: but where the reſt 
are to come from, I know not, as, by the general's laſt re- 
turn, not more than three or four hundred of the new levies 
had got in. 

In my letter of the fifth I incloſed a pine return of the 
army under my immediate command : but I imagine the fol- 
Jowing ſtate will give Congreſs a more perfect idea, though 
not a more agreeable one, of our ſituation: For the ſeveral 
poſts on New-York, Long and Governor's iſlands, and Pau- 

lus-Hook, we have, fit for duty, ten thouſand five hundred 
and · fourteen, — ſick preſent, three thouſand and thirty-nine— 
fick abſent, fix hundred and twenty-nine,—on command, two 

_ thouſand nine hundred and forty-ſix, —on furlough, ninety- 
ſeven, —total, ſeventeen thouſand two hundred and twenty- 
five, In addition to theſe, we are only certain of colonel 
Smallwood's batallion in caſe of an immediate attack. Our 
poſts too are much divided, having waters between many of 
"them, and-ſome diſtant from others, fifteen miles. "Theſe 
circumſtances, ſufficiently diſtreſſing of themſelves, are much 
Nane by the. ſickneſs that prevails through the army. 
| Every 
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Every day more or leſs are taken down; fo that the propor- 
tion of men that may come in cannot be conſidered as a 
real and ſerviceable augmentation on the whole. 

Theſe things are melancholy ; but they are nevertheleſs 
true. I hope for better. Under every diſadvantage, my ut- 
moſt exertions ſhall be employed to bring about the great end 
we have in view: and, ſo far as I can judge from the pro- 
ſeſſions and apparent diſpoſition of my troops, I ſhall have 
their ſupport. The ſuperiority of the enemy and the ex- 
pected attack do not ſeem to have depreſſed their ſpirĩts. 
Theſe conſiderations lead me to think, that, though the 
appeal may not terminate ſo happily in our favor as I could 
wiſh, yet they will not ſucceed in their views without con- 
ſiderable loſs. Any advantage they may get, I * will 
colt them dear. © 

Eight o'clock A. MH. 

By the reverend Mr. Madiſon and a Mr. Johnſon, two 
gentlemen of Virginia, who came from Staten · Iſland yeſter- 
day, where they arrived the day before in the packet with 
colonel Guy Johnſon, I am informed that nothing material 
had-taken place in England when they left it ;—that there 
had been a change in the French miniſtry, which, many peo- 
ple thought, foreboded a war; — that it ſeemed to be be- 
lieved by many that Congreſs would attempt to buy off 
the foreign troops, and that it might be effected without 
great difficulty, Their accounts from Staten - Iſland nearly 
correſpond with what we had before: they ſay that every pre- 
paration is making for an attack; that the force now upon 
the iſland is about fifteen thouſand ;—that they appear very 
impatient ſor the arrival of the foreign troops, but a very 
ſmall part having got in. Whether they would attempt any 
thing before they come, they are uncertain : but they are 
ſure they will as ſoon as they arrive, if not before. They 
fay, from what they could collect from the converſation of 
officers, &c, they mean to hem us in by getting above us 
and cutting off all communication with the country. | 
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That this is their plan, ſeems to be corroborated and con- 
firmed by the circumſtance of ſome ſhips of war going out 
at different times within a few days paſt, and other veſſels. 
It is probable that a part are vo go round and come up the 
Sound. 
Mr, Madiſon fays lord Howe's powers, were not known 
when he leſt England ;—that general Conway moved, before 
his departure, that they might be laid before the commons; 
and had his motion rejected by a 2 | 
I have the honor to be, &c. 


Six, | | New-York, duguft 12, 177 

I HAVE * duly honored with your favors of the 
eighth and tenth inſtant, with their ſeveral incloſures. I 
ſhall pay attention to the reſolution reſpecting lieutenant 
Jofiah, and attempt to relieve him from his rigorous uſage, 
— Your letters to ſuch of the gentlemen as were here have 
| been delivered. The reſt, will be eee 
. 

Since my laſt, of * eighth and ninth, the enemy have made 
no movements of conſequence. They remain nearly in the 
fame ſtate ; nor have we any further intelligence of their 
deſigns. They have not been yet joined by the remainder 
of the fleet with the Heſſian troops. 

Colonel Smallwood and his batallion got in, on friday 
| and colonel Miles is alſo here with two batallions more of 
Pennſylvania riflemen. 
The convention of this ſtate have been dia themſelves 
to call forth a portion of their militia; to an encampment 
forming above Kingſbridge, to remain in ſervice for the 
ſpace of one month after their arrival there; and alſo half of 
thoſe in King and Queen's counties, to reinforee the troops 
on Long- Iſland till the firſt of September, unleſs ſooner diſ- 
charged. General Morris too is to take poſt with his bri- 
gade on the Sound and Hudſon's-river for ten days, to 
* : | annoy 
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annoy the enemy in caſe eee eee 4 


of their militia are directed to be jn-readineſs, in caſe their 


iid hug be required. Upon, the whole, from. the infor- 
mation I have from the convention, the militia ordered are 
now in motion, or will be. in a little time, and will amount 
to about thret thouſand or more. From Connecticut, I am 
not certain what ſuccours are coming. By one or two gentle- 
men who. have come from thence, I am told ſome of the 
militia were aſſembling, and, from the intelligence 2 had, 
would march this week. 

By a letter from governor Trumbell, of the fifth, 7 
adviſed that the troops from that ſtate, deſtined for the 
northern army, had marched for Skeneſborough.— General 
Ward top, by a letter of the fourth, informs me that the two 
regiments would march from Boſton laſt week, having been 
cleanſed and generally recovered from the ſmall-pox. I haye 
alſo countermanded my orders to colonel Elmore, and di- 
rected him to join the northern army, having heard, after 
my. orders. to, Connecticut: for his marching hither, that he 
and moſt of his regiment, were at Albany or within its vici- 
tity.—General Ward mentions that the council of the Maſſa- 
chuſetts ſtate will have in from two to three thouſand. of 
their,militia to defend their lines and different poſts, in lieu 
of the regiments ordered from thence agreeable to . re- 
ſolution of Congreſs. 

The incloſed copy of a reſolve of this ſtate, paſſed the 
tenth inſtant, will diſcover the apprehenſion they are un- 
der of the defection of the inbabitants of King's county 
from the common \ cauſe, and of the meaſures they have 
taken thereupon, ., I have directed general Greene to give 
che committee ſuch aſſiſtance as he can, and they may re- 
quire, in the execution of their commiſſion; though at the 
ſame time I wiſh the information che convention have re- 
ceived; upon the ſubject may prove groundleſs. * 

would beg leave to mention to Conꝑreſi that, in a letter 
I received from general Lee, be, mentions the valuable con- 

Vox, I. Q_ ' ſequences 
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ſequences that would refult from a number of cavalry being 
employed in the ſouthern department. | Without them (to 
uſe his own' expreſſions) he cun anſwer for nothing t—with 
one thouſand, be would enſure the>ſafery of thoſe ſtates.— 
I ſhould have done myſelf the henot of ſubmitting this mat- 
ter to Congreſs before at his purticulur tequeſt, had it not 
eſcaped my mind. From his acquaintanee with that coun- 
try, and the nature of the grounds, I doubt not he has weighed 
the matter well, and preſume be has fully, repreſented the 
advantages that would ariſe from the eſtabliſhment of ſuch 


4 corps t—all'T mtan, is, in compliance with his requiſition, | 


to mention the matter, that ſuch conſideration may be 
upon it (if not already determined) as it may be deſerving of. 
I Qhave tranſmitted a general return; whereby Congreſs 
will perceive the whole of our ſtrength, except the ro batal- 
Hons under colonel Miles, —_— — ſince it was made 
| out, are not include. 

L have incloſed a lauer juſt 3 Bon Martinigve. 
Congreſs will pleaſe to conſider of the purport, __ me 
with their anſwer and -a return of the letter. 

This moment (ten o'clock) report is made by cn 
Greene that a man-of-war came in yeſterday, and that ſixty fail 
of ſlips are now ſtanding in. No e r are ane 
part of the Heſſian fleet. 

I have the honor to be, &c. pig 0 G. W. 
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Zia, | ö Wass deb, * _ 2 
IIS wilt be handed to yon by colonel * from 
che northern atmy, whom the ineloſed letter and proceed- 
. ings of a general conrt-martial will ſnew to have been in 
arreſt, and tried for ſundry matters charged agatuſt him. 

As the court-martial was by order of the commander in that 
department, — the facts committed there,—the trial there. 
T am much at a loſs to know why 8 
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ferred to me to approve or diſapprove. As my interfering 
in the matter would caffy much impropriety with it, and 
new a Wait of tegard to che rules and practice in fuch in- 
ſtances and 4 colonel! ® i going to Philadelphia. 1 
have fabmitted the whole of the proceedings to che con- 


ſcderatioh of Conęreſs for theit deciſion upow his cafe, 
petfeQly convinced that ſach — will "be bay 
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wereln, as will be right and fult. 
have the Honot to be, &c. 2 W. 
rat po: 2: 1 Huge 13, 1776. 


"AS there is reaſon to believe that but little time will 

clapſe before the enemy make their attack, I have thought 
it adviſable to remove all the papers in my hands, reſpecting 
che affairs of the ſtates, from this place. I hope the event 
will ſhew the precaution was unneceſſary: but yet prugence - 
required thzt it ſhould be done, leſt by any accident they 
might fall into their hands. They are all cofitained in 7 
large box, nailed up, and oommitted to the care of Iĩeuten- 
ant-colonel Reed, brother of the adjutant-general, to be 
delivered to Congrefs, in whoſe cuſtody I would beg leave 
to depoſit them until our affairs ſhall be fo cireumſtanced as - 
to admit of their return: | 

The enemy, fince my letter of yeſtetday, have 9 281 
a further augmentation of thirty-ſix ſhips to their fleet, 
making the whole that have arrived fince yeſterday morn- 
ing; ningty-08. 

T have the honor to be, &e G. W. 

P. 8. 1 would obſerve that 1 have ſent off the box pri- 
vately, that it might raiſe no diſagreeble ideas; and have 
enjoined colonel Reed to feerecy- ; 


. 1 Sen, 
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su, was Hh 1 "New-York, Auguft 1 14, 1b. 
A: - SINCE, I had 8 ky addreſſing You. on mon- 

day, nothing of importance has occurred here, except that 
the enemy have, received, an augmentation to-their fleet, of 
ninety- ſix ſhips; ſome reports make them more. In a let- 
ter I wrote you yeſterday by lieutenant-colone] Reed, Iad- 
viſed you of this: but preſuming it may not reach you ſo 
ſoon as, this will, I have thought proper to mention the in- 
telligence again. 

Incloſed I have the hohor to tranſmit a copy of the ex- 
amination of a deſerter ſent me this morning by general 
Mercer, to which, 1 beg leave to refer Congreſs, for the 
lateſt accounts I have from the enemy. Whether the in- 
telligence | he has given is literally true, I cannot determine: 
but as to the attack, we daily expect it. 

Your favor of the tenth, with its incloſures, was duly re- 
ceived ; and I have inſtructed the ſeveral officers who were 
promoted, to aft | in their ſtations ; as you e though 
| their commiſſions were not ſent. 

As we are in extreme want of tents and covering, for this 
army,—a great part of thoſe at the out-poſts having nothing 
to ſhelter them, nor houſes to go into,-—l ſubmit it to Con- 
greſs whether it may not be prudent to remand. thoſe that 
were lately ſent to Boſton, where there are no troops at pre- 
ſent; and, if there were, the neceſſity for them would not 
be great, as the town, and barracks at ſeveral of the poſts 

would be ſufficient to receive them. 

The incloſed letter from lieutenant-colonel Henſhaw will 
diſcover to Congreſs. his views and wiſhes, which they will 
conſider and determine on, in whatever way they think right 
and conducive to the public good meaning only to. lay 
| his letter before them. 

I take the liberty of mentioning that colonel Varnum of 
Rhode-ſland has been with me this morning to reſign hit 


commilkon, concelv ing himſelf to be greatly injured in not 
having 


S S. a A g. mw 
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having been noticed in the late arrangement and promotion 
of general officers. —I remonſtrated againſt the impropriety 
of the meaſure at this time; and he has conſented” to ſtay 
tin . wear a e 8 . W T do at 


Eleven pale. n a 5 juſt come to hand from b 
ral Greene, twenty ſhips more are coming in. 
I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 


sm, 1 ps  New-Hork, Auguſt I4, 1776. f 
THIS will be delivered you by captain Moeballe, a 
Dutch gentleman from Surinam, who has come to the COM. 
tinent with a view of entering into the ſervice of the ſtates, 
a3. you will perceive by the incloſed letters from Mr. Browne 
of Proyidence, and general Greene. What other letters and 
credentials he has, I know not; but, at his requeſt, have 
given him this line to Congreſs, to whom he wiſhes to be 
introduced, and where he will make his pretenſions known. 
I have ordered the quarter-maſter immediately to write to 
Mr. Browne for the Ruſſia duck he mentions, with directions | 
to have it inſtantly made into tents there, — being in great 
diſtreſs for want of a ſufficient number to cover our troops. 
I have the honor to be, &c. a | G. W. 


3 


Six, New-York, Auguſt 15, 1776. 


As the ſituation of the two armies muſt engage the 
attention of Congreſs, and lead them to expect that cach 
returning day will produce ſome important events, this is 
meant to inform them that nothing of moment has yet caſt ; 
up. In the evening of yeliterday. there were great move- 
ments among their boats; and, from the number that ap- 
peared to be paſſing and repaſſing about the Narrows, we 
were induced to believe they intended to land à part of 

Q 3 their 
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their force upon _ Long-Ifland ; but, having no all; from 


general Greene, I preſume they have not done 1. AE 
I have the honor to be, & &. | 8. W. 
P. 8. Your fayor of the thirteenth was 8 by yeſter- 
day s poſt, —I wrote on n NL the return expreſs as you 


ſuppoſed. 


Sm, | New-York, Auguſt 16, 1716. 

I BEG leave to inform you, that, fince I had the 

pleaſure of addreſſing you yeſterday, nothing intereſting be. 

tween the two armies has happened. Things remain nearly 
in the ſituation they then were. 

"It Is with peculiar regret and concern that I have an op- 
portunity of mentioning to Congreſs the ſickly condition of 
our troops. In ſome regiments there are not any of the 
field-officers capable of doing duty: in others the duty 
is extremely difficult for want of a ſufficient number. [ 
have been obliged to nominate ſome till Congreſs tranſmit 
the appointments of thoſe they wiſh to ſucceed to the 
ſeveral vacancies occaſioned by the late promotions. This, 
being a" matter of ſome conſequence, I preſume will have 
their early attention, and that they will fill up the ſeveral 
Vacancies allo mentioned f in the lift 1 had the honor of 
tfanſmitting ſome few days ago to the board of war. 

I am, fir, with the utmoſt reſpect, &c. G. W. 


8 


Sin, | 9 577 New-York, Auguft 175 110 
— of the two armies having 
gone no material alteration ſince L had the honor of 
E ok i I particular « or W to — 
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of lord Dunmore here. By the examination of à captain 
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on the fourteenth) trauſmitted me by general Roberdeau, I 
am certainly informed his lordſhip arriyed on the thirteenth. 
The examination does not ſay any thing about the ſhips he 
brought with him: 1. N extends to his force, which it 
mentions to be weak. 4 | 
I before eee 
attack z nor can I account for their deferring it, unleſs the in- 
telligence, given by captain Hunter and another perſon who 
eſcaped about the fame time, is the cauſe, to wit, that they 
are waiting the arriyal of another diviſion of the Heſſian 
troops, which (they ſay) is ſtill out. Whether that is the 
reaſon of the delay, I cannot. undertake to determine: but 
I ſhould ſuppoſe things will not long remain in their preſent 
ſtate. I haye incloſed a copy of general Roberdeau's letter, 
and of the examination of thoſe two perſons, which will 
ſhew Congreſs all the information they have given upon 
theſe ſubhjects. 
I am juſt; now. adviſed by Mr. Aa — 
Philadelphia to build the row-gallics, that two of our ſire- 
veſſels attempted laſt night to burn the enemy's ſhips and 
tenders up the river. He ſays that they burned one tender, 
and one of them boarded the Phcznix, and was grappled wich 
her for near ten minutes; but ſhe cleared herſelf. We loſt 
both of the veſlels. — His account is not fo particular as I 
could wiſh ;, however, I am certain the attempt has not ſuc 
ceeded to our wiſhes. In a little time it is probable the 


matter will be more minutely reported. | <1 
L have the honor to be, &c. 2 S8. W. 
n | New-I'wh, Aug, 18, 1756. 


2 AMES bot e eee 
ſixteonth with the incloſure, and am ſorry it is not in my 
power to tranſmit Congreſs a copy of the treaty as they re- 
eee nenen 
m 0 ; 
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The reſolution they have entered into reſpecting the 
foreign troops, Jam perſuaded, would produce ſalutary 


effects, if it could be properly circulated among them. [ 


fear it will be a matter of difficulty. However I will take 
every meaſure that ſhall appear probable to facilitate the end. 
I have the honor to incloſe you, for the peruſal and con- 
ſideration of Congreſs, ſundry papers marked Ne 1 to N* 7 
incluſive, the Whole of which, except N' 2 and 7 (my 


anſwers to lord Drummond and general Howe) I received 
yeſterday evening by a flag, _ to which I beg leave to re- 


fer Congreſs. 

I am exceedingly at a loſs to know the motives and cauſes 
inducing a proceeding of ſuch a nature at this time, and 
why lord Howe has not attempted ſome plan of negotiation 
before, as he ſeems fo defirous of it. If I may be allowed 
to conjecture and gueſs at the cauſe, it may be that part of 
the Heſſians have not arrived, as mentioned in the examin- 
ation tranſmitted yeſterday,—or that general Butgoyne has 
not made ſuch progreſs as was expected, to form a junction 


of their two armies, —or, what I think equally probable, 


they mean to procraſtinate their operations for ſome time, 
truſting that the militias which have come to our ſuccour 
will ſoon become tired and return home, as is but too uſual 
with them. — Congreſs will make their obſervations upon 
theſe ſeveral matters, and favor me with' the reſult as ſoon 
as they have done.— They will obſerve my anſwer to lord 
Drummond, who (I am pretty confident) has not attended 
to the terms of his parole, but has violated it in ſeveral in- 
ſtances. It is with the reſt of the papers: but, if my me- 
mory ſerves me, he was not to hold any correſpondence di- 
rectly or indirectly with thoſe in arms againſt us, or to go 
into any port or harbor in America, where the enemy them- 


| ſelves were or had a fleet, or to go on board their ſhips. 


The treaty, with the Indians is in the box which lieuten- 
ant-colonel Reed, I preſume, has delivered before this. If 
N are deſirous at ſeeing it, they will be pleaſed to 


have 
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have the box opened. It contains a variety of papers, and 
all che affairs of the army, from my firſt going” x, You” oh 
bridge, till it was ſent away. 

This morning, the Pheenix and Roſe men FERN 00 
two tenders, availing themſelves of a favorable and brit 
wind; came down the river, and have joined the fleet. 
Our ſeveral batteries {fired at them in their paſſage, but r 

out any good effect that I could perceive. 
I have the honor to be, &c. „ FEA 


CT &! 4 


SIR, New-York, Auguſt 19, 1756. 

I HAVE nothing of moment to communicate to 
Congreſs, as things are in the ſituation they were view [ 
had laſt the honor of addreſſing them. : 

By a letter from general Ward, of the twelfth, I find that 

Whitcomb's regiment, on the eighth, and Phinney's, on "the 
ninth, marched from-Boſton for Ticonderoga. 
Governor Trumbull alſo, in a letter of the Audi ad- 
viſes me that Ward's regiment in the ſervice of the ſtates 
was on the march to this army, and that he and his council 
of ſafety had in the whole ordered fourteen militia regiments 
to reinforce us. Three of them have arrived, and amount to 
about a thouſand and twenty men. When the whole come in, 
we ſhall be on a much more reſpectable footing than we have 
been: but I greatly fear, if the enemy defer their attempt for 
any conſiderable time, they will be extremely impatient to 
return home; and if wo ſhould, we ſhall be reduced to diſ- 
treſs again. . 

He alſo adds that n Van Buren, 1 * had been ſent 
for that purpoſe, had procured a ſufficient ſupply' of fail- 
cloth for the veſſels to be employed on the lake, and a part of 
hes 101 wt in aa e OY = 

ne will be a — in all probability to * 
the papers deſigned for the foreign troops, and many miſ- 
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carriages may happen before it can be effected, it may be 


. proper to furniſh me with a larger quantity than what 1 
already have. 
ibs; i the honor te ning en enen denn 
ft abate Ä 
the three regiments of militia above mentioned. I am forry 
it ſhould be ſa much. weakened by Gckneie. The return will 
ſhew you how it diſtreſſes us. | 
I have the honor to be, cc. G. W. 
P. 8. The poſt juſt now arrived has brought a further 
ſupply of papers for the Heſſians, which makes my * 
Etiom unneceſſary. ; 


+ 


_ Stk, | Neu- T. ork, Auguft 20, 17 

I'WAS yeſterday morning favored with yours — 4 
ſeventeenth, accompanied by ſeveral reſolutions of Congreſs, 
and commiſſions for officers. appointed to the late vacancies 
in this army. | 

I wrote ſome. days ago to general Schuyler ales 
generals Carleton and Burgoyne an exchange of priſoners in 
conſequence of a former reſolve of Congreſs authori6ng their 
sommanders in each department to negotiate one. That of 
major Meigs for major French, and captain Dearborn's for 
any officer of equal rank, I ſubmitted. to general Howe's 
conſideration, by letter, on the ſeyenteenth, underſtanding 
their paroles bad been ſent him by general Carleton; but 
have not yet receiyed his anſwer upon the ſubject. 

In reſpect to the exchange of the priſoners in Canada, if a 
propoſition on that, head has not been already made (and J 
believe it has not), the incloſed copy of general Carleton's 
orders (tranſmitted- me under ſeal by major Bigelow, who 
was ſent with a flag to general Burgoyne from Ticondero- 
ga, with the proceedings of Congreſs on the breach of capi- 
ulation at the Cedars, and the inhuman treatment of our 
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mined to ſend them to their own provinces, there to remain 
- as priſoners ; interdicting at the ſame time all kind of inter- 
courle between us and his army, except ſuch as may be for 
the purpoſe of imploying the king's mercy. — he aſſaſſna- 
tion he mentions, of brigadier-general Gordon, is a fact en- 
tirely new to me, and what I never heard of /before,—l ſhalt 
not trouble Congreſs with my ſtrictures upon this * pers 
formance, * only obſerving that its deſign is ſomewhat 
artful, and that each boatman with n . 
niſhed with a copy. 

I have alſo tranſmitted Congreſs : a copy of the act 
journal, to which I beg leave to refer them for the intelli- 
gence reported by him on his return from the truce. 

By a letter from general Greene yeſterday evening, he in- 
formed me he had received an expreſs from Hog-Ifland in- 
jet, adviſing that fire of the enemy's ſmall veſſels had appear- 
ed at the mouth of the creek, with ſome: troops on board; 
alſo that he had heard two periaguas, were off Oyſter- bay. 
the whole ſuppoſed to be after live ſtock and, to pro- 
vent their getting it, he had detached a party of horſe, and 
two hundred and twenty men, among them twenty riflemen,. 
1 have not received further intelligence upon the lubje. 

Lam alſo adviſed by the examination of a captain Button 
(maſter of a veſſel that had been taken) tranſmitted me by 
general Mercer, that the general. report among the enemy's 
troops, when he. came off, was, that they were to attack 
Long-Iſland, and to ſecure our works there if pollible, at the 
ſame time that another part of their army was to land above 
this city. This information is corroborated by many other 
accounts, and is probably true: nor will it be poſſible to 
prevent them landing on the iſland, as its great extent affords 
a varjety of places fayorable for that purpoſe, and the whole . 
of our works on it are at the end oppoſite to the city, How- 
ever, we ſhall attempt to barraſs them ch 38 pate, 
which will ball that we can do. 

{hare thy honor to be, &c, _ G. W. 
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Sn, ö o Se Nast, Aiguf 21, +6) 
©: INCLOSED 1 have the honor to tranſmit you a copy 
of my letter to lord Howe (as well on the ſubject of a ge- 
neral exchange of priſoners in the naval line, as that of 
Hentenant Joſiah in particular) and of his lordſhip's anſwer, 
which, for its matter and manner, is very different from ge- 
neral Carleton's orders which were forwarded yeſterday. 

The fituation of the armies being the ſame as when [I 
had the pleaſure of addreſſing you laſt, I have nothing ſpe- 
cial to communicate on that head, nor more to add, than 
that I am, with all poſſible reſpect, &c. SGS. W. 


_ 4 New-Y why Augnſt 22, 1776. 
9 bo — the honor to tranſmit Congreſs a copy 
of a letter J received yeſterday evening by expreſs from go- 
rernor Livingſton, alſo copies of three reports from colonel 
Though the intelligence reported by the ſpy on his return 
. to governor Livingſton has not been confirmed by the event 
he mentions (an attack laſt night), there is every reaſon to 
believe that one is ſhortly deſigned. The falling down of 
ſeveral ſhips yeſterday evening to the Narrows, crowded with 
men, —thoſe ſucceeded by many more this morning, —and a 
great number of boats parading around them (as I was juſt 
now informed) with troops, —are all circumſtances indi- 
cating an attack : and it is not improbable it will be made 
to-day. It could not have un laſt ue by reaſon of 
a moſt violent guſt. 

We are making every preparation to receive them; and I 
truſt, under the ſmiles of providence, with our own exer- 
tions, that my next, if they do attack, will tranſmit an ac- 
couftt that will be pleaſing to every friend of ä and 
of the rights of humanity. * 

*T have the honor to be, &c. 4 02 62/4062 = "VP. 
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SORT ITY | New-York, Auguft 23, 1776. 
WI | BEG. 2 to inform Congreſs, that, yeſterday 
morning : and in the courſe of the preceding night, a conk- 
derable body, of the enemy, amounting by report to eight or 
nine thouſand, and theſe all Britiſh, landed from the tranſ- 
port-ſhips mentioned in my laſt, at Graveſend- bay on  Long- 
Iſland, and have approached within three miles of our lines, 
having marched acroſs the low cleared grounds near the 
woods at Flat- buſh, 1 where they are halted, from my. laſt i in- 
telligence. 1 

J have detached — hence ſix batallions as a latin. 
ment to our troops there, which are all that I can ſpare at 
this time, not knowing but the fleet may move, up with the 
remainder of their army, and make an attack here, on the 
next flood-tide. If they do not, I ſhall ſend a further rein- 
forcement, ſhould it be _neceflary ; and have ordered five ba- 
tallions more to be in readineſs for that purpoſe. 

have no doubt but a little time will produce ſome i im- 
portant events. I hope they will be happy. —The reinforce- 
ment detached yellerday went off in high ſpirits 3, and I have 
the pleaſure to inform you that the whole of the army, that 
are effective and capable of duty, diſcover the ſame, and great 
cheerfulneſs.—I have been obliged to appoint major-general 
Sullivan to the command on the iſland, owing to general 
Greene's indiſpoſition :—he has been extremely ill for ſeyer 
ral days, and ſtill continues bad. 

By wedneſday evening's poſt I received a letter from ge- 
neral Ward, incloſing a copy of the invoice of the ordnance- 
ſores taken by captain Manly, with the appraiſement of the 
fame (made in purſuance of my direction, founded on the 
order of Congreſs), which I do myſelf the honor of tranſ- 
mitting.—You' will alſo receive the treaty between the com- | 
miſſioners and the Indians of the Six-Nations, and others, at 
the German - Flats, which general Schuyler requeſted me to 
forward, by his letter of the eighteenth inſtant. | 

- I have the honer to be, n G. W. 
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; . Nast, Auguſt 245 1776. 
2 THE" eas the poſt prevents your receiv- 
97 and conſtant intelligence t Is my with to com- 
mutileate.” This is the thitd letter which you wilt probably 
receive from me by the ſame poſt.” The firſt was of little or 
n conſequence : but that of yeſterday gave you the beſt in- 
formation 1 had been able to obtain, of the enemy's landing : 
and motements upon Long-Ifland.—Having” oceafion to go 
over thither yeſterday, I ſent my letter to the poſt-office at 
the uſual hour, being informed that the rider was expected 
every moment, and would go out again directly: but in the 
evening when I ſent to inquire, none had come in. 
1 row incloſe you a report made to me by general Sulli- 
van after I left Long-Illand yeſterday. I do not conceive 
that the enemy's whole force was in motion, but a detached 
party rather, I have ſent over four more regiments, with boats, 
to be ready either to reinforce the troops under general Sul- 
ſivan, or to return to this place, if the remainder of the fleet 
at the watering-place ſhould puſh up to the city; which hi- 
therio (I mean, fince the landing upon Long-Ifland) they 
have not had in their power to do, on account of the wind 
which has either been achead or too ſmall when the tide has 
ſerved.” I have nothing further to trouble the Congreſs with 
at preſent, chan chat 1. am theirs and your moſt obedient i 
id 1 W. to 
We, Ae? aa ware Augaht 265 1716 
0 I; HAVE boca LE Sowa with your favors, of the 
enter. ped grenade and am happy to find my an- 
ſwer to lord Drummond bas met the approbation. of Con- 
greſs . Whatever! bis views were, moſt certainly his con- 
duct reſpecting his parole is highly xeprehenſible. 
Since my letter uf the twenty - fourth, almoſt the whole 
of the enemy's fleet have fallen down to the Narrows; and, 
from this circumſtance, and the ſtriking of their tents at 
7 their 
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thtir ſeveral encampments on Stateti-IMand- from time to 
rims previous to the departure of the hips from thence, we 
ate led to think they mean to land the main body of theft 


army om Long. Illand, and to make their grand puſh thets: 


I fayevrdered over conſiderable reinforcements to our trvops 
there, and ſhall continue to ſend more as circumſtances may 
require. There has been a little ſłirmiſhing and irregular 
firing kept up between their and our advanced guards, in 
which colone! Martin of the Jerſey levies has received A 
wound in his breaſt, which, it is apprehended, will prove 
mortal; a private. has had his leg broke by a cannon-ball, 
and another has received a ſhot in the groin from their muſ- 
ketry. This is all the damage they have yer done vs —what 
they have ſuſtained, is not known. 

The ſhifting and changing the regiments have + hauls 
of late has prevented their making proper returns, and of 


courſe put it out of my power to tranſmit a ce "of 


the army. However, 1 believe our ſtreutgth is "much the 
fame as it was when the laſt was made, with the addition 
nine militia regiments come from the ſtate of Connedlicut, 
averaging about three hundred and fifty men each. Theſe 
are nine of the fourteen regiments tnentibned in my letter of 
the nineteench.— Our people ſtill continue to be very ſckly. 
The papets deſigned for the foteign troops have been put 
into feveral channels, in order that they might be coοꝗ6 F 
to them; and, from the information Thad yeſterdiy/ Fhave” 
reaſon to believe many have fallen itito their hand. 
' T have incloſed a copy of lord Drummond's ſecond löttek 
(in anſwer to mine) which I received fince I tranſmitted Mis 
firſt, and which I have thought neceſſary to tay before Con- 


grels that they may poſſeſs the whole of the correfpon- 


derice between us, and ſee how far he Hat Extutpared him 
ſelf from the charge alleged againft him. The log Bock he 
mentions to have ſent colonel Moylan proves nothing ia' 
his favor. That ſhews he had been at Bermuda, and from 
c to this 
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place, the veſſel he was in was boarded by a. pilot who 
brought her into the Hook, where he found the Britiſh fleet, 
which: his lordſhip avers he did not expect were there, hay. 
ing underſtood, their deſtination was to the ſouthward. . 

ING ORSON: 19% 0 C. v. 


* „ 
Yom * 173 # *® TT . » 7 * 


[The follrwing Jae | is from one of the general; * wh 
Henatme will alſo 7 42 few Y the ſubſequent letters in 
_ ths volume. ] | 


y sis, "4 NewYork, Hug, 27, 1776, 8. 'clock, P. M. 


RY. THIS minute returned from our lines on Long- 
Iſland, where I left his excelleney the general. From him 
I have it in command to inform Congreſs, that yeſterday he 
went there, and continued till evening, when, from the 
enemy's having landed a conſiderable part of their forces,— 
and many of their movements,—there was reaſon to appie- 
hend they would make in a little time a general attack. —As 
_ they would have a wood to paſs through before they could 
approach the lines, it was thought expedient to place a num- 
ber of men there on the different roads leading from where 


they were ſtationed, in order to harraſs and annoy them in 


their march, —This being done, early this morning a ſmart 
engagement , enſued between the enemy and our detach- 
ments, which, being unequal to che force they had to con- 
tend with, have ſuſtained-a pretty conſiderable loſs: at leaſt 
many of our men are miſſing. Among thoſe that have not 
ret#ned, are generals Sullivan and lord Stirling. The 
enemy's loſs is not known certainly: but we are told by ſuch 
of our troops as were in the engagement and have come in, 
that they had many killed and wounded. —Our party brought 
off a lieutenant, ſergeant, and corporal, | with ** en 

priſoners, 1 
Wbile theſe 8 were engaged, a 1 of the 
enemy, deſcended from the moods, and marched towards the 
9 centre 
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beate of our lines with a deſign to make an impreſſion; but 
were repulſed. This evening they appeared very numerous 
about the ſkirts of the woods, where they have pitched ſeve- 
l tents ! and his excelleticy inclines to think they mean to 
attack and force us from our lines by way of regular ap- 
proaches, rather than in any other manner. ee 

n e e the 5. We up bende the Ci 
where they ſeemed deßtous of getting, as they turned a leg 
time againft an unfavorable wind: and on my return this 
evening, I found a deſerter from the twenty-third regiment, 
who informed me that they deſign, as ſoon as the wind will 
ee eee 
to ſilence our batterzes, if poſſible, 4 

 T have the honot is be, in great haſte, fir, your moſt obe- 
dient, Roszar H. ee 


Sin, Ten- Iſand, Aug. 29, 1776, half after 4, 4. A. 
I WAS laſt night honored with your favor of the 
twenty-ſeventh, accompanied by ſundry reſolutions of Con- 
greſs. Thoſe reſpecting the officers, &c, that may be wound 
ed in the ſervice of the ſtates, are founded much in juſtice, 
and (IL ſhould hope) may be productive of many ſalutary 
conſequences. As to the encouragement to the Heſſian 
officers, I wiſh it may have the deſired effect. Perhaps it 
might have been better, had the offer been ſooner made. 
Before this, you will probably have received a letter from: 
Mr. Harriſon, of the twenty-feventh, adviſing of the en- 
gagement between a detachment of our men and the enemy 
on that day. I am ſorry to inform Congreſs that I have 
not yet heard either of general Sullivan or lord Stirling, who 
(chey would obſerve) were among the miſſing after the en- 
kagement: nor can I aſcertain our loſs. I am hopeful, part 
of our men will yet get in: ſeveral did yeſterday morning.— 
That of the endmp-iy allo uncertain; — 
Vor. L. R 
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rious-.\ Hinclirie to think they ſuffered. a good, deal; Some 


deſerters ſay five hundred were killed and wounded. 

There was ſome ſkirmiſhing, the greateſt part of 3 
days between parties from the enemy and our people: in 
the evening it was pretty ſmart. The levent 1 * not ye 
learned. 


-The weather of late bas bank Aw wet.) Yeſterday 


aging ſeverely. the whole afternoon, ,which diſtreſſed our 


people much, — not having a ſufſicieney of tents to cover 
them, and what. we have, not being got over yet. | am in 


hopes they will all be got to- day, and that they will be more 


comfortably provided, though the great ſcarcity of theſe ar- 
ticles diſtreſſes us beyond meaſure, not having any thing like 
a ſufficient number to protect our people from the incle- 
mency of the weather z—which has occaſioned much ſick- 
neſs, and the men to be almoſt broken down. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 


* 
8 
4 . . 


| sun, TS * OT York  duguft 35 1776. 
- INCLINATION as well as duty would have induced 
= to 5 dies Congreſs the earlieſt information of my removal 


and that of the troops, from Long-Iſland and its dependen- 


cies, to this city, the night before laſt: but the extreme fa- 
tigue which myſelf and ſamily have undergone, as much 


from the weather ſince as the engagement on the twenty- 


ſeventh, rendered me and them entirely unſit to take pen in 


hand. Since monday, ſcarce any of us have been out of the 
lines till our paſlage acroſs tlie Eaſl · river was effected yeſter- 


day morning; and, for forty-eight hours preceding that, 
I had hardly been off my horſe, and never cloſed my eyes; 
ſo 2250 : was _ unſit to write or dictate, till this morn- 

mge 2 aloe wo Its Aas 71.51 2 
Ou: retreat was made without any loſs of men or ammu- 
nition, and in better order than expected from troops in 
| * | 2 be 


8 . . 


Loans 


©1415 A. 


8:53.80. 


the hiquation gur wert. Wis hrought off all our cannon and 
ſtores, except a few heavy. pieces, which, in the condition 


the, earth was by a: long continued rain, we. found, upon 


tial, i impracticable. The wheels oſ the carriages finking up. 
to the hobs rendered it impoſſible for our whole force to 
drag them.—We left but little proviſions on the iſland, ex- 
cept · ſome cattle which had been driven within our lines, and 
which, after many attempts. to force acroſs the. water, we 


found impoſſible to effect, circumſtanced as we were. 


I have incloſed a copy of the council of war held previous, 


to the retreat, to which I beg leave to refer Congreſs for the | 
reaſons, or, many of them, tl mak aig 


meaſure. a 


Yeſterday — hgh = laſt night, A party of. on ny | 


employed 1 in bringing our ſtores, cannon, tents, &c, from. 


the heayy cannon SP. there Kill, but, (L expeRt) vin pe 
got away to-day. 
In the engagement on * N — gulli 


van and Stirling were made priſoners. The former has been 


permitted, on his parole, to return for a little time. From 
my lord Stirling I had a letter by general Sullivan (a copy. 
of which I have the honor to tranſmit) that contains his in- 
formation of the engagement with his brigade. It is not ſo, 
full and certain as I could wiſh ;—he was hurried moſt pro- 
bably, a$ his letter was unfiniſhed; — nor have I been yet able 
to obtain an exact account of our loſs :—we ſuppoſe it from, 
ſeven hundred to a thouſand killed and taken. Lo SHED 


General Sullivan ſays lord Howe is extremely defirous of. 


ſccing ſome of the members of Congreſs ; for which purpoſe. 
he was allowed to come out, and to communicate to them 
what has paſſed between him and his lordſhip. , I have con- 
ſented to his going to Philadelphia, as I do not mean, or 
conceive it right, to withhold, or prevent him from giving, 

ſuch information as he poſſeſſes in this inſtance... 
I am much hurricd and engaged i in arranging and r 
R 2 | new- 


2 
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ew diſpoſitions of our forces j the movements of the enemy 


requiring them to — — 
only time to add, that T a. Wich L 


beo, their ga your oft obedient «ord 2 G. V. 
e it Horne 20 3 * 0 
4 1-41 112 na 209; TIT 1. 7 

b eee . 


8 ann en up uch Un bes rather unfayor. 
able, and would' be received with antiety and convern, pe- 
cltianly happy mould I eſteem myfelf, were it in my power 
& this time to tranſmit ſuck mformativir_to Congreſs, as 
would be more'pleaſing and agreeable to their wiſhes t—but, 
unfortunately for me,—unfortunately for themg—ar is not. 
Our fftuatibn s truly diftreſſing. The check our detach- 
ment ſaſtained'bn the twenty-feventh ultimo has diſpirited 
too great 2 proportion of our troops, and filled their minds 
with apprehieiifion and deſpair. The militia, inſtead of call 
ing forth their utmoſt efforts to a brave and manly oppoſi- 
don in order to repair our lofits, are diſmayed, intractable, 
and impatient to vetuttir. Great numbers of them haye 
gone off. — in ſome imſtanees, almoſt by whole regiments, by 
half ones, and by eompanies at a time. This civeumſtanee, 
of itſelf, independent of others, when fronted by a well-ap- 
pointed enemy fuperior in number to our whole oollectei 
force, would be ſufficiently difagreeable :- but, when their 
example has infected another part of the army, when ther 
want of diſcipline, and refufal of almoſt every kind of re- 
ſtraint and government, have produced alike conduct but 
too common to the-whole,” and an entire diſregard of that 
order and ſubordination neceſſary to the well doing of an army, 
and which had been incalcated before, as well as the nature 
of our military eftabliſhment wpuld admit of,. our condition 
is till more alarming: and with the deepeſt concern I an 
obliged to confeſs: dance of confidence in the generality 
of the troops. 
N theſe circumſtances fu confirm the opinion I ever 
entertaineh 
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an mp inten tack 
the liberty of mentioning to Congreſs, that no dependence 
could be put in a militia, or other troops than thoſe enliſted 
and embodied for a long ger period than our regulations bere- 
toſore hare preſcribed. ' fk partie, nds HERE 


liberties muſt of neceſſity be greatly hazarded if not entirely 
loſt, if their defence is left to.any but a permanent ſtanding 
army, —I mean, one to exiſt during the war. Nor would. 
the expenſe, incident to the ſupport of (och a body of eroops 
as would be competent to almoſt every exigency, far ex- 
ceed that which is daily incurred by calling in ſuccour, and 
new enliſtments, which, when effected, are not attend 

with any good conſequences. Men who have been ſree, 


and ſubject to no control, cannot be reduced to order in an 


inſtant : and the privileges and exemptions, they claim and 
will have, influence the conduct of others; and the aid de- 
rent Gon thay eee 
wregularity, and confuſion they pccaſion. , | 

I cannot find that the bounty af ten dollars is likely to 
produce the delired effect. When men can get double Ay 
lum to engage for a month or two in the militia, and that 
militia frequently called out, it is hardly to be expected — 
The addition of Jand might have a confderable inflycnce on 
2 permanent enliſtment. 

__ Our number of men at preſent fit for duty is under 
twenty thouſand : they were fo by the laſt returns and 
beſt accounts I could get aſter the engagement on Long- 
Iſland ; fiace which, numbers have deſerted. I have order- 
ed general Mercer to ſend the men intended for the flying 
camp to this place, about a thouſand in number, and to try 
vith the wilyia, if praQticable, zo make a diverſion upon 
Stater-Ifland, 
Till of late, I bad no doubt in my own mind, of defending 
this place: nor ſhould T have yet, if the men would do their 
woe Sur this T deſpair of, le js paigful, and extremely. 


20 


rincel as I am of any one fact that has happened, that dur 
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. grating to me, to give ſuch unfavorable accounts: but it 
would be criminal to conceal the 'truth at ſo critical a junc. 
ture. Every power I poſſeſs ſhall be exerted to ſerve the 
cauſe; and my firſt wiſh is, that, whatever may be the 
event, the Congreſs will do me the juſtice to think ſo. 

If we ſhould be obliged to abandon the town, ought i it to 
ſtand as winter quarters for the enemy ?— They would de- 
rive great conveniences from i it on the one hand; and much 
Property would be deſtroyed on the other.—It is an impor- 
tant queſtion, but will admit of but little time for delibera. 
tion. At preſent [ dare ſay the enemy mean to preſerve it 
if they can. If Congreſs therefore ſhould reſolve upon the 

deſtruction of it, the reſolntion ſhould be a profound ſecret 
as the knowledge of it will make a capital change in their 


Plans,—1 haye the honor to be, r 
Sin, eee New-York, September 4, 1776. 


as SINCE 1 had the honor of addreſſing you on the 
ſecond, our affairs have not undergone a change for the bet- 
ter, nor aſſumed a more agreeable aſpect. than what they 
then wore. The militia, under various pretences, of ſick 
neſs, &c, are daily diminiſhing ; and in a little time, I am 
perſuaded, their number will be very inconſiderable. 

On monday night a forty-gun ſhip paſſed up the Sound be- 
tween Governor's and Long-Ifland, and anchored in Turtle- 
bay. In her paſſage ſhe received adiſcharge of cannon from our 
batteries, but without any damage; and, having a favorable 
wind and tide, ſoon got out of their reach. Yeſterday morn- 
ing I diſpatched major Crane of the artillery, with two 
twelve- pounders and a howitzer, to annoy her; who, hull 
ing her ſeveral times, forced her from that ſtation, and to 
take ſhelter behind an ifland,, where ſhe ſtill continues. 
There are ſeveral other ſhips of war in the Sound, with 2 
good many tranſports or tore-ſhips which came round 
Long- land, ſo that that communication is entirely cut 
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off, The admiral, with . main wy of the fleet, is cloſe” 
in with Governor's-Iſland. 

Judging it expedient to guard no every contingency 
as far as our peculiar ſituation will admit, and that we 
may have reſources left if obliged to abandon this place, I 
babe ſent away and am removing above Kingſbridge all our 
ſtores n are e and that * not * Pg 
wanted. 

I have incloſed ſeveral original letters from ſome of our 
officers priſoners at Quebec, which fell into general Gates's 
hands, and were tranſmitted by him to: general Schuyler. 
who ſent them to me. General Gates adds, that the perſons 
who brought them ſaid general Burgoyne had ſent meſſages 
to the inhabitants upon the lakes, inviting their continuance: 
on their farms, and — them that n remain in 
ſecurity. nee 

The matter * removed his office from the * — 
to Dobbs's-ferry, as it is ſaid, makes it extremely inconve- 
nient, and will be the means of my not giving ſuch conſtant 
and regular intelligence as I could wiſh. Cannot ſome 
mode be deviſed, by which we may have a pretty conſtant 
and certain intercourſe and communication kept up? It is 
an intereſting matter, and of great importance; and, as ſuch, 
I am er N * meet with * attention from Con 
greſs. 

I have tranſmitted the copy of ha Gates's letter as 
ſent me by general Schuyler, from which Congreſs will dif. 
cover all the information 1 have reſpecting general Bur- 
goyne's meſſage, and my lateſt intelligence from Ticondero- 
ga, with the returns of the army there. Thoſe of the army 
here it is impoſſible to obtain, 69 
are now in are a little over. 

I have the honor to be, cc. . W. 
. 8. Congreſs will perceive, e lation; ha 
want of muſket- eartridge- paper. It is impoflible to ſupply 
him from hence. F 
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| what be wants tif it can be procured). to be i 
nome onal e 
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| e . Mes L, Spur 6, 1776, 
1 WAS laſ night. honored. with your favor of the 
third, with ſundry reſolutions of Congreſs: and perceiving 
it to be their opinion and determination that no damage 
mall be done the city in caſe we are obliged to abandon 
| it, I ſhall take every meaſure in my power to prevent it. 75 
Since my letter of the fourth, nothing very material has 
occurred, unleſs it is that the flect ſcem to be drawing more 
together, and all, getting cloſe in with Governor! 's-Iland, 
Their deſigns we, cannot learn; nor have we been able to 
procure the leaſt information « of os of T4 of _ plans: or 
- As the enemy's movements are very different — 2 
| ve expected, — and, f rom their large encampments a conſ | 
| derable diſtance up the Sound, there is reaſon to believe they 
intend to make a landing above ar below Kingſbridge, and | 
thereby to bem in our army, and cut off the communication 
with the country,—l mean to call A council of general of- 
ficers to-day. or to-morrow, and endeayor. to digeſt and fix 
upon ſome regular and. certain ſyſtem of conduct to be pur- 
ſued in order to baffle their efforts: and ccunteract their 
ſchemes; and alſo to determine of the, expediency of era- 
cuating or attempting to maintain the city and the ſeveral poſt 
on this iſland. The reſult of their opinion and deliberations 
I ſhall adviſe Congreſs of by the earlieſt opportunity, which 
Vill be by expreſs, having it not 3 my power to commuri- 
cate any intelligence by poſt, as the ofßce j is removed to ſo 
| great a diſtance, and entirely out of the. way. 1 
I have incloſed a liſt of the officers who. are priſoners, and 
from hõrm letters have been received by a lag . We * 
De there are others not included in the lit. ed” ont mid 
| , n Wo « {25% Sever 
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General Sullivan having. informed mg that general Heng 


vas willing that an exchange of him. for: general Preſcos, - * th 
ſhould take place, it will be proper w eee ee . 


immediately, chat it may be effected 


As the militia regiments in AT probabjtity wil be impa- 


FB 1» 
"+. 
* 
” C 
4 i 


vient to regurn, and become preſſing for their pay, 1 | 


ſettlement of their abſtradts vill be attended with. Guis 


and difficulty : on the other, they will go. AWAY much better 
isfied, and be more ready to give. their, aid in futare, if 
they are paid before their departure, 17 % 
Before I conclude, 1 mult take the liberty of mentioning 
to Congreſs the great diſtreſs we are arg in for want of money. 


Two months pay (and more to. ſome batallions) is no 


due ta the troops here, withoyt anz thing in the l- 


zary cheſt to ſatisfy it. This occaſions much diffatisfation, 
and almoſt a general uneaſinefs.” Not a day paſſes without 


complaints and the moſt importunace. and urgent demande 


on this head.—As it may injure, the ſervice greatly, and the 


want of a regular ſupply. of caſh produce conſequences of 
molt fatal tendency, I entrear the attengion of Congreſs 


this ſubject, and that we may be provided as ſoon as can | 


with a ſum equal to every preſent claim. 


I bave wrote to general Howe, propoling an exchange of 


general M. Donald for lord Stirling, and ſjajl be extremely 
happy to abtain it, as well as that of general Sullivan for.ge- 


neral Preſcoty—being greatly i in want of them, and ynder the” 


neceſſity of appointing, pro Patty bays, the IN # | 


r brigades. 
Ihavye the honor to be, Ke. „ 

P. 8. As two regiments from No th-Carofing AP <a 
nts more from Virginia are ordered here;—if they et 
embark at Norfolk, &c, and come up the bay with 1 
b would Poe! their wn, and prevent 4 — from a 
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long fatiguing march. This however ſhould not be attempt- 


ed if the enemy have veſſels in che bay, » which —_— proba- 
"wy intercept them. | | 


Sm, : | New-York, September 751976, 
© _ THE vill be delivered you by captain Martindale 
and lieutenant Turner, who were taken laſt fall in the arm- 
ed brig Waſhington, and who, with Mr. Childs the ſecond 
Heutenant, have lately effected their eſcape from Halifax. 
Captain Martindale and theſe two officers have applied to 
me for pay from the firſt of January till this time : but, not 
conceiving myſelf authoriſed to grant it, however reaſonable 
it may be, as they were only engaged till the laſt of Decem- 
betrat their-inſtance I have mentioned the matter to Con- 
greſs, and ſubmit their caſe to their conſideration. | 

I babe the honor to be, Ke. DO AAS bo S8. W. 


Sin, Ner- Hort, een a 8, 14776. 


SINCE'I had the honor of addreſſing you on the 
Gxth inſtant, I have called a council of the general officers, 
in order to take a full and comprehenſive view of our ſitua- 
tion, and thereupon form ſuch a plan of future defence as 
may be immediately purſued, and ſubject to no other altera- 
tion than a change of operations on the enemy s fide may oc- 
calion, 
Before the landing of the enemy on Long-Ifland, the 
point of attack could not be known, or any ſatisfactory judg- 
ment formed of their intentions. It might be on Long-lfland, 
on Bergen, or directly on the city, This made i it neceſſary 
to be prepared for each, and has occaſioned an expenſe of 
labor which now ſeems uſeleſs, and is regretted by thoſe 
who form a judgment from after. knowledge. But 1 truſt, 
men of diſcernment will think differently, and ſee that by 
tuch Works and n we have not only delayed the 
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ations of the campaign till it is too late to elfegt a any cas 
EE incurſion into the country, but have drawn the enemy! 's 
forces to one point and obliged them to [ai [cloſe] their plan, 
fo as to enable us to form our defence on ſome certainty. 
It is now extremely « obvious from, all intelligence, from 
| their movements, and every other circumſtance, - that hav- 
ing landed their whole army on Long-Ifland (except about 
four thouſand on Staten-Iſland), they mean to incloſe us on 
the iſland of New-York by taking poſt in our rear while the 
ſhipping effectually ſecure the front; and thus, either by 
cutting off our communication with the country, oblige us 
to fight them on their own terms, or ſurrender at dilcreon, 
— by a brilliant ſtroke endeayor to cut this army in 
pieces, and ſecure the collection of arms and ſtores, which 
they well know we ſhall not be able ſoon to replace. | 
Having therefore their ſyſtem unfolded to us, it became 
an important conſideration how it could be moſt ſucceſsfully 
oppoſed.. On every fide there is a choice of difficulties; and 
every meaſure on our part (however painful the reflexion is 
from experience) to be formed with ſome apprehenſion that 
all our troops will not do their duty. In deliberating on this 
great queſtion, it was impoſſible to forget, that hiſtory, our 
own experience, the advice of our ableſt friends in Europe, 
the fears of the enemy, and even the declarations of Con- 
greſs, demonſtrate, that on our ſide the war ſhould be de- 
fenfive—(it has ever been called a war of poſts) ; that we 
ſhould on all occaſions avoid a general aCtion, nor put any 
thing to the riſk, unleſs compelled by a neceſſity into which 
we ought never to be drawn, 
The arguments on which ſuch a ſyſtem was founded 
were deemed unanſwerable ; and experience has given her 
ſanction. With theſe views, and being fully perſuaded that 
it would be preſumption to draw out our young troops into 
open. ground againſt their ſuperiors both in number and 
diſcipline, I have never ſpared the ſpade and pickaxe. I con» 
* [ have not found that readineſs to defend even ſtrong 
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poſts at all hazards, which is neceſſary to derive the greateſt 
- benefit ſpom them. The honor of making a brave defence 
does not ſeem to be a ſufficient ſtimulus (hen ſucceſs is very 
doubtful, and the falling into the enemy's hands probable ; 
but I doubt not, this will be gradually attained. We are 
now in a ſtrong poſt, but not an impregnable one, nay ac. 
knowledged by every man of judgment to be untenable, 

nleſs the enemy will make the attack upon lines when they 
Privy W 

o do ſo. 

Te dur ths whole Ws the 
defence proportionate to the extent of lines and works, 
would leave the country open for an approach, and put the 
| Kc of this army and ity ores on the hazard of making 2 
ſucceſsful defence in the city, or the ifſue of an engagement 
out of it, On the cther hand, to abaridon a city which has 
been by ſome deemed defenſible, and on whoſe works much 
r has beam beſtowed, has a tendency to diſpirit the troops 
and eufeeble our cauſe. It has alſo been conſidered as the 
Ley to the northern country, But as to that, I am fully 
of opinion -that che eſtabliſhing of ſtrong poſts at Mount- 
Waſhington on the upper part of this iſland, and on the Jer. 
fey fide oppolite_ to u, with the aſſiſtance of the obſtructions 
already made (and which may be improved) in the water, 
not only the navigation of Hudſon' 8-river, but an eaſier and 
better communication may be more effectually ſecured be- 
fween the northern and ſouthern ſtates. This, I believe, 
every one acquainted with the fituation of the country will 
readily 3 agree to; and it will appear evident to thoſe” who 
paye an opportunity of recurring to good maps. © 

"Theſe and many other conſequences, which will 1 in- 
volved in the determination of our next meafure, have given 
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t as the various objects preſented themſelves to his view. 
The poſt at Kingſbridge is naturally ſtrong, and is pretty 
e 4be heights about'it are cgmmandiug, and 
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iht ſoon be made more fo. Theſe are important objefy | 


and have attended to them atcordingly, - I have allo re- 
moved from the city all the ſtores and hu uniton except 


what was abſolmety neceſſary for its defence; and made every = 


other Gſpobition that did not efſentially interfers with that 
obje,—carefully keeping in view, untit it ſhould be abſox 
wa detetininb@ ow ful-confiderativn, bus far the ty wht 
2 he ns ag A $1] 468 pa 
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peculizt to our own arniy alſo occur. Being only provided 


for a ſummer's campaign, their clothes, hoes, and blankets; 


will oon be unfit for the change of weather which we every 
day feel. At preſent we have not tents for more than to- 
türe many of them old and worn out: but if we had 4 


22 the ſeaſon will not adniit'of continuing in 


them long. The caſe of our ſrek is alfe/ worthy of much 
conſideration. Their number, by che returus, forms at leaſt 


word Ve made ds votfortable ac pollble, 
V 
the whole council of general officers met yeſterday in order 
to adopt ſome general line of conduct to be purſued at'this 
important criſis. I intended to have procured their ſeparate 
opiniom on each point; but time would not admit. I was 
therefore obliged to collect their fenſe more generally than l 
could have wiſhed. —AH agreed the town would not be ten- 
able if the enemy reſolved to bombard and cannomade it * 
but the difficulty attending a removal operated ſo ſtrongly, 
that a courſe way taken between abandoning it totally and 
eoncentring out whole ſtrength for"its defence: not were 
ſome a little inflenced'in their opinion, to whom the deter- 
mination of Congreſs was known, againſt an evacuation to- 


tally, as they were led to er TRE 


maintained at every hazard. * 1 
u was' concluded ee er . 
viſons fire thouſand to remain for the defence of the 
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city z nine thouſand to Kingſbridge and i its dependencies, 


a8 well. to poſſeſs and ſecure. thoſe poſts, ag to be ready, to 


attack the enemy who are moving eaſtward on Long- Alland, 


if, they ſhould attempt to land on this ſide z— the remaindey 
to occupy the intermediate ſpace, and ſupport either chat 
the ſick ſhould be immediately removed to Orangetown, 
and barracks prepared at Kingſbridge wich all expedition to 
cover the troops. nv lic 3s Se e 


There were ſome general officers, in whoſe judgment apd 
opinion much confidence, is to be, repaſed, that were for 


& total and immediate removal from the city, — urging the 


great danger of one part of the army being cut off before the 
other can ſupport it, the extremities, being, at leaſt ſixteen 
miles apart; — that our army, when collected, is inferior to 
the enemy that they can move with their whole ſorce to 
any point of attack, and conſequently muſt ſucceed by. 
weight of numbers, if they have only a part to oppoſe them z, 
chat, by removing from hence, we deprive. the enemy of 
the advantage of their ſhips, which will make at , leaſt one 
half of the force to attack the town ;—that we ſhould keep 
the enemy at bay, put nothing to the hazard, but at all eyents 
keep, the army together, which may be recruited another 
year z that the unſpent ſtores will alſo be preſerved; and, in 
this caſe, the heavy artillery. can alſo be ſecured. But they. 
were over-ruled by a majority, who thought for the preſent 

a part of our force might be kept _ and attempt to main- 
tain the city a while longer. | 

I am ſenſible a retreating arwy, is 8 wich difficul- 


ties; chat che declining an engagement ſubjects a general to 


| reproach; and that the common cauſe may be affected by 


the diſcouragement it may throw over the minds of many. 


Nor am I inſenſible of the contrary effects, if a brilliant 
ſtroke could be made with any probability of ſucceſs, eſpe- 
cially after our loſs upon Long -Iſland. But, when the fate 
af America may be at ſtake on the iſſuc,—when, the wiſdom 
of cooler maten. and experienced men haye decided that 
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we ſhould. protract the war if polkble,—I, cannot think it 
ſaſe or wiſe. to aan 
con draws ſo near a cloſe. 5 14 


That the nene 5 winter in i New-York, there can | 
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us n out, is equally clear, —The Congreſs having, reſolved: that 
it ſhopld not be deſtroyed, nothing ſeems to remain, but to 


determine the time of their taking poſſeſſions, It is our in- 
tereſt and wiſh to prolong. it as much as patina, provide 92 | 


- delay. does not affect our future meaſures. | 

The militia of Connecticut is reduced, from fix 133 
ho leſs than two thouſand, and in a few days will be merely, 
nominal. The arrival of ſome Maryland troops, &c, from 


the flying camp, has in a great degree ſupplied the loſs of 


men: but the ammunition they have carried away will be a, 
loſs ſenſibly felt. The impulſe for going home was ſo ir- 
reſiſtible, ĩt anſwered no purpoſe to oppoſe it. Though I 


would not diſcharge; I have been obliged to acquieſce 3 and 


it affords one eee . ho delufive ſuch de- 
pendencies are. 5 

Incloſed I have the honor to trankwit a 5 return, the. 
firſt 1 haye been able to procure for ſome time; alſo a report 
of captain Newell from our works at Horn's-hook or Hell- 
gate. Their ſituation is extremely low, aud the Sound ſo 
very narrow, that the enemy have them much within their 
commander have the honor to be, &. S. W. 

P. S. The incloſed information chis minute came to hand. 
— am in hopes we ſhall henceforth get a n 
W Ports. os 6B. 


- " * — 
pts «4 4 „ "RS. was 2 * 5 TY n 


. # + w##® 


* 7 1 Is „hn 


Sm, * "LY New-York, Fenn 11, 1776. | 
I WAS yeſterday honored with your favor of the. 


eigbch inſtant, accompanied by ſundry reſolutions of Con- 
greſs, to which, I ſhall pay the ſtricteſt attention, and, in the 
inſtances required, make them the future rule of my conduct. 


— — 
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 pradiicable for ſome time. Many of them now, upon ſeeing 
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py. ie noc er cepotfarioni purſued by lord Howe I did no 
 pjrov© of: but 36 geber! Sullifan was Heft out upon the 
" buſinefs/and with à meſſage to Congieſs, I could not conceive 
e ad bert) 10 interfere in the matter, as he was in the 
er of 4 prifvicr;, and totally fubject to their 
d ede * . St 07 _ 
e un of pifoutrs; before omitted Girought bur, is 
no indole; thigh ir wall probably have reached Congreſs 
ved c. a e by che "firſt opportunity for major 
Hawſackfe to repaif to PHladelphiz (he is in the northern 
my) and vi alfo mention the feveral pee 
5 Gatequence ef elner St. 'Chit's piamotion. 


A wt u FEwerils Preſcot and MDonald arrive; I at 
tte Wedafeb tay entril Howe of it, that the propoſed 
create BY gegen. Bulean and mieten 
e i e leg, 


e 6 whey erde ah, nada: WE hes 06. 


2 Steht kt the enemy have poſſeſſed chemſelves of 
Montererebadaud; und landed 4 COhHderable number of 
—_ upon i. "This inland Hey in the mouh of Haerlem- 
meer which Tuns ut of the Sound into the North-river, 


n v geye che ebemy an eafy opportunity of landing either 


on the los ground of Morrifanfa, if 'theit views are to 


mie and poſſeſe the paſſes above Ningfbridge, or on the 
pm ef Haerlemg if they deflg to Intercept and cut off the 
cohmunication between bur ſeveral poſts. I am making 
edery diſpoſtion and arrangement chat the divided ſtate of 
Sur troops will admit of, and which appear moſt likely and 
the beſt calculated to oppoſe their attacks; for-T prefume 
there will be ſeveral. —How the event will de, God only 
may be. afſured that nothing in my power, 
| is as Tam, ſhall de \aitings to 8 a favorable 
and happy ius. 
ea eee ſeveral 
of the council were for' holding the town, conceiving it 
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out divided ſtate, have altered their opinion, and allow the 
expediency and neceſſity of concentring our whole force, or 
drawing it more together. Convinced of the propriety of 
this meaſure, I am ordering our ſtores away, except ſuch as 
may be abſolutely neceflary to keep as long as any troops re- 
main ; that, if an evacuation of the city becomes inevitable 
(which certainly muſt be the caſe), * W 
remove as poſſible. 18474 Yo 

The ipeloſed packet contains ſeveral letters for . 
* of Congreſs and for ſome gentlemen in Philadel- 
phia. They came to hand yeſterday, and were brought from 
France by a Captain Levez lately arrived at Bedford in the 
Maſſachuſetts ſtate. I muſt requeſt the favor of you to open 
the packet, and to have the letters put id a proper channel of 
conveyance to the gentlemen they are addreſſed to. * 
I haye the honor to be, Ke. G. W. 


is, Head. Quarter, New-York, Sept. 124 1776. 

Ils excellency being called from head - quarters to- 
day on buſineſs of importance which prevents his writing, I 
therefore do myſelf the honor to inform Congreſs of wa 
has happened ſince his letter of yeſterday. 

Laſt evening the enemy tranſported a number of men Fea 
Buchanan's to Montezore's iſland, and, by their ſeveral, 
moyements, more ſtrongly indicate their intention to land- 
ſomewhere about Haerlem or Morriſania,—moſt likely, at 
both at the ſame time. This morning one of the ſhips that 
have been for ſome time in the Sound moved down towards 
Hell · gate; but, the tide leaving her, ſhe could not get near 
enough to bring her guns to bear-upon our fortification, If, 
ſhe means to attack it, it is probable ſhe will warp in the 
next tide, Their batteries have kept up a pretty conſtant 
fire againſt ours at that place, but without any eee, | 


effect. W uE 5 
Vor. J. | 1% 
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I do not recollect any other material” occurrence, and ſhall 

3 „ be, &c. Be l 
11 


S5 17 ner "New et ae 14, 1776. 
1 HAVE been duly honored with your favor of the 
tenth, with the reſolution of Congreſs which accompanied 
it, and thank them for' the confidence they repoſe in my 
judgment reſpecting the evacuation of the eity.41 could 
wiſh to maintain it, becauſe I know it to be of importance: 
but I am fully convinced that it cannot be done, and that an 
attempt for that purpoſe, if perſevered in, might and moſt 
_ certainly would be ge lee the moſt fatal 
and alarming in their nature. 
Senſible of this, ſeveral of the general officers, ſince the 
determination of the council mentioned in my laſt, peti- 
tioned that a ſecond council might be called to reconſider 
the propoſitions which had been before them upon the ſub- 
| jet. Accordingly I called one on the twelfth, when a large 
majority not only determined a removal of the army pru- 
dent, but abſolutely hecefſary, —declaring they were entirely 
convinced from a full and minute inquiry into our fituation, 
that it was extremely perilous; and, from every movement 
of the enemy, and the intelligence received, their plan of 
operations was to get in our rear, and, by cytting off the 
communication with the main, oblige us to force a paſſage 
through them on the terms they wiſh, or to become pri- 
ſoners in ſome ſhort time 1 want of n ſupplies of 
proviſion. 

We are now taking every thedica" in our power to re- 
move the ſtores, & c, in which we find almoſt inſuperable 
difficulties. They are ſo great and ſo numerous, that I fear 
we ſhall not effect the whole before we meet with ſome 
interruption, fully expected that an attack ſomewhere 
would have been made laſt night. In that I was diſap- 
eng oak and happy ſhall I my if my apprehenfions of one 
GE - to=night, 
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to-night, or in a day or two, are not confirmed by the event. 


If it is deferred a little while longer, I flatter myſelf all 
will be got away, and our force be more concentred, and of 
courſe more likely to reſiſt them with ſucceſs. 

Yeſterday afternoon, four ſhips of war, two of forty and 
two of twenty eight guns, went up the Eaft-riyer, paſſing 
between Governor's and Long-Iſland, and anchored about 
2 mile above the city, oppoſite Mr. Stivanſent's, where the 


Roſe man-of-war was lying before. The deſign of their 


going nat being certainly known, gives riſe to various con- 
jetures,—ſome ſuppoling they are to cover the lauding of a 
party of the enemy above the city, others that they are 
to aſſiſt in deſtroying our battery at Horn's-hook, that they 
may have a free and un- interrupted navigation in the Sound. 
It is an object of great importance to them, and what they 
are induſtriouſly trying to effect by a pretty conſtant can- 
nonade and bombardment. 

Before I conclude, I would beg leave: to mention — 
greſs, that the pay now allowed to nurſes for their atten - 
dance on the ſick is by no means adequate to their ſervices; 
the conſequence of which is, that they are extremely diſfi- 
cult to procure : indeed they are not to be got; and we are 
under the neceſſity of ſubſtituting in their place a number of 
men from the reſpective regiments, whoſe ſervice by that 
means is entirely loſt in the proper line of their duty, and 
but little benefit rendered to the ſick. The officers 1 have 


Py 


talked with upon the ſubject all agree that they ſhould be 


allowed a dollar per week, and that for leſs they cannot 
be had. 

Our ſick are extremely numerous, and we find their re- 
moral attended with the greateſt difficulty. It is a matter 
that employs much of our time and care; and what wakes it 
more diſtreſſing is the want of proper and convenient places 
for their reception. I fear their ſufferings will be great and 
_ However, nothing on my part, that humanity or 

| EY 2 policy 
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policy can require, ſhall be wanting to make them comfort- 
able, ſo far as the ſtate of things will admit of. 
I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 


d 


Head: Quarter al Cul. Reg Meris 5 Ha "gs 16, 1776, 
Stra, 

ON ſaturday W ſix more of the enemy's 
ſhips, one or two of which were men- of- war, paſſed between 
Governor's-ifland and Red- hook, and went up the Eaſt- 
river to the ſtation taken by thoſe mentioned in my laſt. In 
half an hour I received two expreſſes, — one from colonel 
Serjeant at Horn's-hook [Hell-gate] giving an account that 
the enemy, to the amount of three or four thouſand, had 
marched to the river, and were embarking for Barns's or 
Montezore's iſland, where numbers of them were then en- 
camped ;—the other from general Mifflin, that uncommon 
and formidable movements were diſcovered among the ene- 
my; which being confirmed by the ſcouts I had ſent out, ! 
proceeded to Haerlem, where it was ſuppoſed (or at Mor- 
riſama oppoſite to it) the principal attempt to land would 
be made. However, nothing remarkable happened that 
night: but in the morning they began their operations. 
Three ſhips of war came up the North-river as high as 
Bloomingdale, which put a total ſtop to the removal, by 
water, of any more of our proviſion, &; and about eleven 
o' clock thoſe in the Eaſt-river began a moſt ſevere and heavy 
cannonade, to ſcour the grounds, and cover the landing of 
their troops between Turt!e-bay and the city, where breaſt- 
works had been thrown up to oppule them. 

As ſoon as I heard the firing, I rode with all poſlible 
diſpatch towards the place of landing, when, to my great 
ſurpriſe and mortification, I found the troops that had been 
poſted in the lines retreating with the utmoſt precipitation, 


and thoſe ordered to ſupport them (Parſons and Fellows's 
- brigades) 
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brigades) flying in every direction, and in the greateſt con · 
fuſion, notwithſtanding the exertions of their generals to 
form them. I uſed every means in my power to rally 
and get them into ſome order : but my attempts were fruit- 
leſs and ineffectual; and on the appearance of a ſmall party 
of the enemy, not more than ſixty or ſeventy, their diſorder 
increaſed, and they ran away in the ns uſion, with- 
out firing a ſingle ſhot. | 

Finding that no confidence was to be placed in theſe mi- 
gades, and apprehending that another party of the enemy 


might paſs over to Haerlem plains and cut off the retreat to 


this place, I ſent orders to ſecure the heights in the beſt 
manner with the troops that were ſtationed on and near 
them; which being done, the retreat was effected with but 
little or no loſs of men, though of a conſiderable part of 
our baggage,—occaſioned by this diſgraceful and daſtardly 
conduct. Moſt of our heavy cannon, and a part of our 
ſtores and proviſions which we were about removing, was 
unavoidably left in the city, though every. means (after it 


had been determined in council to evacuate the poſt) had 


been uſed to prevent it. 

We are now encamped with the main body of the army 
on the heights of Haerlem, where I ſhould hope the enemy 
would meet with a defeat in caſe of an attack, if the gene- 
rality of our troops would behave with tolerable bravery. 
But experience, to my extreme affliction, has convinced mg 
that this is rather to be wiſhed for than expected. Hows 
ever, I truſt that there are many who will act like men, and 
ſhew themſelves worthy of the bleſſings of freedom. | 
1 have ſent out ſome reconnoitring parties to gain intel- 
ligence, if poſſible, of the diſpoſition of the enemy, and ſhall 
inform Congreſs of every material event by the earlieſt op- 
portunity.—I have the honor to be, &c. 
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« £10: to 211304 bits ih | 
Head Quar ters at Col. R. Merris's Houſe, Sepr. 18, 1776, 
Sm, | | ft ; 3 
AS my letter of the fixteenth contained intelligence 
of an important nature, and ſuch as might lead Congreſs 
to expect that the evacuation of New-York and retreat to 
the heights of Haerlem, in the manner they were made, 
would be ſucceeded by ſome other intereſting event, I beg 
teave to inform them that as yet nothing has been artempted 
upon a large and general plan of attack. 
About the time of the poſt's departure with my letter, 
the enemy appeared in ſeveral large bodies upon the plains 
about two and a half miles from hence. I rode down to 
our advanced poſts, to put matters in a proper / ſituation if 
they ſhould attempt to come on. When I arrived there I 
heard a firing, which, I was informed, was between a party 
of our rangers under the command of lieutenant-colonel 
Knolton, and an advanced party of the enemy. Our men 
came in and told me that the body of the enemy, who kept 
themſelves concealed, conſiſted of about three hundred as 
near as they could gueſs. I immediately ordered three com- 
panies of colonel Weedon's regiment from Virginia, under 
the command of major Leitch, and colonel Knolton with his 
rangers compoſed of volunteers from different New-Eng- 
land regiments, to try to get in their rear, while a diſpoſ - 
tion was making as if to attack them in front, and thereby 
fraw their whole attention that way. 
This took effect as I wiſhed on the part of the enemy. 
On the appearance of our party in front, they immediately 
ran down the hill, took poſſeſſion of ſome fences and buſhes, 
and a ſmart firing began, but at too great a diſtance to do much 
execution on either fide, The parties under colonel Knol- 
ton and major Leitch unluckily began their attack too ſoon, 
as it was rather in flank than in rear.—In a little time ma- 
jor Leitch was brought off wounded, having received three 
balls through his fide ; 2 in a ſhort time after, colonel 
Knolton 
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Knolton got a wound which proved mortal. Their men 
however perſevered, and continued the engagement with 
the greateſt reſolution. | 

Finding that they wanted a ſupport, I advatced pare of 
colonel Griſfith's and colonel Richardſon's Maryland regi- 
ments, with ſome detachments from theeaſtern regiments who 
were neareſt the place of action. Theſe troops charged the 
enemy with great intrepidity, and drove them from the wood 
into the plain, and were puſhing them from thence (having 
filenced their fire in a great meaſure) when I judged it pru- 
dent to order a retreat, fearing the enemy (as I have ſince 
found was really eee to wer 
n 2e 

Major Leitch, I am in hopes, will recover: but 40 
Knolton's fall is much to be regretted, as that of a brave 
and good officer. We had about forty wounded: the num- 
ber of lain is not yet aſcertained: eng 
fiderable. 

ea wks bene From ths indy" ud came in 
this morning, I find that their party was greater than I ima- 
gined. It conſiſted of the ſecond batallion of light infantry, 
a batallion of the royal Highlanders, and three companies of 
Heſſian riflemen, under the command of brigadier-general 
Leſlie. The deſerter reports that their loſs in wounded and 
miſſing was eighty-nine, and eight killed. In the latter, his 
account is too ſmall, as our people diſcovered and buried 
double that number.—This affair, I am in hopes, will be at- 
tended with many ſalutary conſequences, as it ſeems to have 
greatly inſpirited the whole of our troops. The ſergeant 
further adds that a confiderable body of men are now en- 
camped from the Eaſt to the North-river, between the ſeven 
and eight-mile ſtones, under the command of general Clin- 
ton.— General Howe, he believes, has his quarters at Mr. 
Apthorp's houſe.—I have the honor to be, &. G. W. 

P. 8. I ſhould have wrote to Congreſs by expreſs before 
CITIES eee 
S 4 flatter 
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flatter myſelf, will be a ſufficient apology for my delaying 

it.— The late loſſes we have ſuſtained in our baggage and 
camp neceſſaries have added much to our diſtreſs which waz 
very great before. I muſt therefore take the liberty of re- 
queſting Congreſs to have forwarded as ſoon as poſſible ſuch 
a ſupply of tents, blankets, camp-kettles, and other articles, 
as can be collected. We cannot be overſtocked. 


Head-Duarters at Col. R. Morris's Houſe, Sept. 19, 17176, 
Sim, YG ee bee WILDE REN A 
_ SINCE I had the honor,gf addreſſing. you yeſterday, 
nothing material has occurred. However, it, is probable in 
a little time the enemy will attempt to force us from hence, 
as we are informed they are bringing many of their heavy 
cannon towards the heights and the works we have thrown 
up. They have alſo eight or nine ſhips of war in the North- 
river, which (it is ſaid) are to cannonade our right flank 
when they open their batteries againſt our front. Every 
diſpoſition. is making on our part for defence : and Congreſs 
may be aſſured that I ſhall do every thing in my power to 
maintain the poſt ſo long as it ſhall appear practicable, and 
conducive: to the general god. 3 

I have the honor to be, &Cc. | G. W. 


— 


ng, Heights ff — Sept. 20, 1776. 
Sin, 

I HAVE been honored with your favor of the ſix- 
teenth with its incloſures.—To prevent the injury and abuſes 
which would ariſe from the militia and other troops carrying 
away ammunition and continental property, I have publiſhed 
the ſubſtance of he reſolves upon the ſubje in * 
orders. | 

Since my letter of „ nocking of importance has 
caſt up.—The enemy are forming a large and extenſive en- 
campment in the plains mentioned in my laſt, and are bufily 

employed 
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employed in tranſporting their cannon” and "ſtores. from 
Long-Ifland. As they advance them this wiy,” we may 
reaſonably expect their operations will not long be deferred: 
- Incloſed are ſundry letters, & c, to which Congreſs will 
be pleaſed to pay ſuch regard as they may think them deſery- 
ing of. The letter from monſieu came open under 
cover of one to me. Thoſe from colonel Hand and colonel 
Ward contain a liſt of vacancies in their regiments, and of 
the perſons they eſteem proper to fill them. The former, 1 
believe, returned no liſt before: the latter ſays he never got 
any commiſſions. —Generals Howe and Erſxine's proclama- 
tions ſhew the meaſures that have been purſued, to force and 
ſeduce the inhabitants of Long-Ifland from their WS. e 
to the ſtates, and to aſſiſt in their deſtruction. 

As the period will ſoon arrive, when the troops compoſing 
the preſent army (a few excepted) will be diſbanded ac- 
cording to the tenor of their enliſtments, and the moſt fatal 
conſequences may enſue if a ſuitable and timely proviſion 
is not made in this inſtance, I take the liberty of ſuggeſting 
to Congreſs not only the expediency but the abſolute ne- 
ceſſity there is that their earlieſt attention ſhould be had 
to this ſubject. In reſpect to the time that troops ſhould be 
engaged for, I have frequently given my ſentiments; nor 
have I omitted to expreſs my opinion of the difficulties 
that will attend raiſing them, nor of the impracticability of 
effecting it without the allowance of a large and extraor- 
dinary bounty. 9 

It is a melancholy and painful converted to thoſe who 
are concerned in the work and have the command, to be 
forming armies conſtantly, and to be left by troops juſt 
when they begin to deſerve the name, or perhaps at a mo- 
ment when an important blow is expected. This, I am in- 
formed, will be the caſe at Ticonderoga with part of the 
troops there, unleſs ſome ſyſtem'is immediately come into, 
by which they can be induced to ſtay. General Schuyler 
tells me in a letter received yeſterday, that De Haas's, Max- 
well's, 
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wells, and Wind's regiments ſtand engaged only till the be. 
ginning of next month, and that the men, he is fearful, 
I would alſo beg leave to mention to Congreſs, that the 
ſeaſon is faſt approaching when clothes of every kind will be 
wanted for the army. Their diſtreſs is already great, and 
will be increaſed as the weather becomes more ſevere. Our 
fituation is now bad, but is much better than that of the 
militia that are coming to join us from the ſtates of the Maſ- 
ſachuſetts- Bay and Connecticut in conſequence of the requi- 
ſition of Congreſs. They, I am informed, have not a ſingle 
tent or a neceſſary of any kind; nor can I conceive how it 
will be poſſible to ſupport them. Theſe circumſtances are 
extremely alarming, and oblige me to wiſh Congreſs to have 
all the tents, clothing of every kind, and camp neceffaries, 
provided and forwarded, that are to be procured. Theſe 
eaſtern reinforcements have not a ſingle neceſſary, not a pan 
or a kettle, in which we are now greatly deficient. It is with 
reluQance that I trouble Congreſs with theſe matters: but 
to whom can I reſort for relief unleſs to them? The ne- 
ceflity therefore, which urges the application, will excuſe it, 
I am perſuaded. 

I have not been able to tranſmit Cangreſd a .grnveal. re- 
— of the army this week, owing to the peculiar ſituation 
of our affairs, and the great ſhifting and changing among 
the troops. As foon as I can procure one, II 


forwarded to Congreſs. 
p. 8. September 21, 1776.— Things with us remain in 


the fituation they were yeſterday. 


— o—— — 


Sm, Head- Quarters, Haerlem Heights, Sept. 22, 1776- 
I HAVE nothing in particular to communicate to 
Congreſs reſpecting the ſituation of our affairs: it is much 


the ſame as when I had the honor of — 
N On 


5 | ky 
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On friday night, about eleven or twelve o'clock, a fire 
broke out in the city of New-York, near the new or Saint 
Paul's church, as it is faid, which continued to burn pretty 
rapidly till after ſunriſe the next morning. I have not been 
informed how the accident happened, nor received any cer- 
tain account of the damage. Report ſays many of the 
houſes between the Broadway and the river were conſumed. 
I have the honor to be, &c. S. W. 


Sia, Head-Duarters, Haerlem Heights, Sept. 24, 1176. 
THE poſt being about to depart, I have only time to 
add that no event of importance has taken place on this 
fide Hudſon's-river ſince my laſt of the twenty-ſecond inſtant. 
The incloſed letter, received laſt night from general 
Greene who now commands in the Jerſeys, will give Con- 
greſs all the information I have reſpecting the evacuation of 
Paulus-Hook and the landing of the enemy to poſſeſs it. | 
I this minute obtained a copy of the general return of our 
force, the firſt I have been able to procure for ſome time paſt, 
which 1 do myſelf the honor of tranſmitting for the ſatiſ- 
faction of Congreſs. | 
lam, fir, with the greateſt reſpect, &c. G.W. 
P. 8. The thirteen militia regiments from Connecticut 
being reduced to a little more than ſeyen hundred men rank 
and file fit for duty, I have thought proper to diſcharge the 
whole, to ſave the ſtates the immenſe charge that would ariſe 
for officers? pay. There are many militia, too, that have 
juſt come in, and on their way from that ſtate, none of whom 
are provided with a tent, or a fingle camp utenſil, This 
diſtreſſes me beyond meaſure. 


Colonel Morris's on the Heights of Haerlem, Sept. 24, 1776. 
Sim, Drs | | 

FROM the hours allotted to ſleep I will borrow a 

few moments to convey my thoughts on ſundry important 

5 | matters 


| 
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matters to Congrefs. I ſhall offer them with the ſincerity 
which: ought to characteriſe a man of candor, and with the 
freedom which, may be uſed in giving uſeful information 
without incurring the imputation of preſumption. 

We are now, as it were, upon the eve of another diſſo- 
lution of our army. The remembrance of the difficulties 
which happened upon the occaſion laſt year, - the conſe- 
quences which might have followed the change if proper ad- 
vantages had been taken by the enemy,—added to a know- 
ledge of the preſent temper and ſituation of the troops, — 
reflect but a very gloomy proſpect upon the appearances of 
things now, and ſatisfy me beyond the poſſibility of doubt, 
that, unleſs fome ſpeedy and effectual meaſures are adopted 
by Congreſs, our cauſe will be loſt. 

It is in vain to expect that any or more than a trifling part 
of this army will again engage in the ſervice on the en- 
couragement offered by Congreſs. When men find that 
their townſmen and companions are receiving twenty, thirty, 
and more dollars, for a few months“ ſervice (which is truly 
the caſe), it cannot be expected, without uſing compulſion : 
and to force them into the ſervice would anſwer no valuable 
purpoſe, When men are irritated, and the paſſions inflamed, 
they fly haſtily and cheerſully to arms : but after the firſt 
emotions are over ® , a ſoldier, reaſoned with upon the 
goodneſs of the cauſe he is engaged in and the ineſtimable 
rights he is contending for, hears you with patience, and 
acknowledges the truth of your obſervations, but adds that 
it is of no more importance to him than ethers. The officer 
makes you the ſame reply, with this further remark, that his 
pay will not ſupport him, and he cannot ruin himſelf and 
family to ſerve his country, when every -member of the 
community is equally intereſted, and benefited by his la- 
bors, ®* * 

It becomes evidently clear then, that, as this conteſt is 
not likely to be the work of a day,—as the war muſt be 
carried on ſyſtematically,—and to do it you muſt have good 


officers, 
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officers, there are, in my judgment, no other poſſible 
means to obtain them but by eſtabliſhing your army upon 
a permanent footing,” and giving your officers good pay. 
This will induce” gentlemen and men of character to en- 
gage: and, till the bulk of your officers are compoſed of 
ſuch perſons as are aCtuated by principles of honor and a 
fpirit of enterpriſe, you have little to expect from them. 
They ought to have ſuch allowances as will enable chem to 
lve like and ſupport the characters of gentlemen. ® 

Beſides, ſomething is due to the man who puts his life in 
[your] hands, hazards his health, and ſorſakes the ſweets of 
domeſtic enjoyment. —Why a captain in the continental 

| ſervice ſhould receive no more than five ſhillings currency 
per day for performing the ſame duties that arf officer of the 
ſame rank in the Britiſh ſervice receives ten ſhillings ſterling 
for, I never could conceive, eſpecially when the latter is pro- 
vided with every neceſſary he requires upon the beſt terms, 
and the former can ſcarce procure them at any rate. There 
is nothing that gives a man conſequence and renders him fit 
for command, like a ſupport that renders him independeat 
of every body but the ſtate he ſerves. 

With reſpe& to the men, nothing but a good bounty can ob- 
tain them upon a permanent eſtabliſhment: and for no ſhorter 
time than the continuance of the war, ought they to be en- 
gaged ; as facts inconteſtably prove that the difficulty and coſt 
of enliſtments increaſe with time. When the army was firſt 
raiſed at Cambridge, ] am perſuaded the men might have been 

got, without a bounty, ſor the war. After this, they began to 
ſee that the conteſt was not likely to end ſo ſpeedily as was 
imagined, and to feel their conſequence by remarking, that, 
to get in the militia in the courſe of the laſt year, many 
towns were induced to give them a bounty. 

Foreſeeing the evils reſulting from this, and the deſtructive 
conſequences which unavoidably would follow ſhort enliſt- 
ments, I took the liberty in a long letter (date not now re- 
collected, as my letter - book is not here) to recommend the 


enliſtmeuts 
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enliſtments for and during the war, aſſigning ſuch reaſons 
for it as experience has ſince convinced me were well found. 
ed. At that time, twenty dollars would, I am perſuaded, 
have engaged the men for this term. But it will not do to 
look back: and, if the preſent opportunity is flipped, I am 
perſuaded that twelve months more will increaſe our difh- 
culties. four-fold. I ſhall therefore take the freedom of giv- 
ing it as my opinion, that a good bounty be immediately 
offered, aided 'by the proffer of at leaſt a hundred or a 
hundred and fifty acres of land, and a ſuit of clothes and 
blanket to each non-commiſhoned officer and ſoldier ; as I 
have good authority for ſaying, that, however high the men's 
pay may appear, it is barely ſufficient, in the preſent ſcarcity 
and dearneſs of all kinds of goods, to keep them in clothes, 
much leſs afford ſupport to their families. 
If this encouragement then is given to the men, and loch 
pay allowed the officers as will induce gentlemen of cha- 
racter and liberal ſentiments to engage, and proper care 
and precaution uſed in the nomination (having more regard 
to the characters of perſons than the number of men they 
can enliſt), we ſhould in a little time have an army able to 
cope with any that can be oppoſed to it, as there are 
excellent materials to form one out of. But while the only 
merit an officer poſſeſſes is his ability to raiſe men,—while 
thoſe men conſider and treat him as an equal, and (in the 
character of an oer) regard him no more than a broom- 
ſtick, being mixed together as one common herd,—no order 
nor diſcipline can prevail; nor will the officer ever meet 
with that reſpect which is n, neceſſary to due ſub- 
ordination. . 
To place any dependence upon militia i is afſuredly reſting 
upon a broken ſtaff, - men juſt dragged from the tender 
ſcenes of domeſtic life, - unaccuſtomed to the din of arms, 
— totally unacquainted with every kind of military ſkill ; 
which being followed by a want of confidence in themſelves, 
when oppofed to troops regularly trained, diſciplined, and 
: appointed, 
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appointed, ſuperior in knowledge and ſuperior in arms, 
makes them timid and ready to fly from their own ſhadows. 
Beſides, the ſudden change in their manner of living (par- 
ticularly in the lodging) brings on fickneſs in many, im- 
patience in all, and ſuch an unconquerable deſire of return- 
ing to their reſpeCtive homes, that it not only produces 
ſhameful and ſcandalous deſertions among enn but 

infuſes the like ſpirit into others, 

Again, men accuſtomed to unbounded freedom and no 
control, cannot brook the reſtraint which is indiſpenſably 
necefſary to the good order and government of an army; 
without which, licentiouſneſs and every kind of diſorder 
triumphantly reiga.— To bring men to a proper degree of 
ſubordination is not the work of a day, a month, or even a 
year: and, unhappily for us and the cauſe we are engaged 
in, the little diſcipline I have been laboring to eſtabliſh in the 
army under my immediate command is in a manner done 
away by having ſuch a mixture of troops as have been called 
together within theſe few months. 

Relaxed and unfit as our rules and regulations of war are 
for the government of an army, the militia (thoſe properly 
fo called; for of theſe we have two ſorts, the ſix- months · 
men, and thoſe ſent in as a temporary aid) do not think 
themſelves ſubject to them, and therefore take liberties which 
the ſoldier is puniſhed for. This creates Jealouſy : jealouſy 
begets diſſatisfactions; and theſe by degrees ripen into mu- 
tiny, keeping the whole army in a confuſed and diſordered 
ſtate,—rendering the time of thoſe who wiſh to ſee regula- 
rity and good order prevail, more unhappy than words can 
deſcribe. Beſides this, fuch repeated changes 'take place, 
that all arrangement is ſet at nought, and the conſtant fluc- 
tuation of things deranges every plan as faſt as adopted. 

' Theſe, fir, Congreſs may be affured, are but a ſraall part 
of the-inconveniences which might be enumerated, and at- 
ttibuted to militia: but there is one that merits particular at- 
tention, and that is the expenſe, Certain I am, that it would 


9 o.> 


greſs, they muſt be furniſhed with, or ſent home,—added to 


prove (if the ſcheme is adhered to) the ruin of our cauſe. 


ideas formed from the preſent view of things, is certain and 


ul upon the whole, I ſhouid ſubſcribe to the latter. I do not 


bates the practice of truſting to militia, that no man who re- 


| but there is no ſituation upon earth leſs enviable nor more 


— 
— 
* ” 


vided with almoſt every neceſſary. In a word, the difficul- 
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be cheaper to keep fifty or a hundred thouſand in conſtant 
pay, than to depend upon half the, number and ſupply the 
other half occaſionally by militia. The time the latter are 
in pay before and after they are in camp, aſſembling and 
marching, — the waſte of ammunition, the conſumption of 
ſtores, which, in ſpite of every reſolution or requiſition of Con- 


other incidental expenſes conſequent upon their coming and 
conduct in camp,—ſurpaſſes all idea, and deſtroys every 
kind of regularity and economy which you could eſtabliſh 
among fixed and ſettled troops, and will, in my opinion, 


Ihe jealouſies of a ſtanding army, and the evils to be ap- 
prehended from one, are remote, and, in my judgment, 
fituated and circumſtanced as we are, not at all to be dread- 
ed: but the conſcquence of wanting one, according to my 


+ 2 ” 
a — 


inevitable ruin. For, if I was called upon to declare upon 
oath, whether the militia have been moſt ſerviceable or hurt- 


mean by this, however, to arraign the conduct of Congreſs: 
in ſo doing I ſhould equally condemn my own meaſures, if 
I did not my judgment: but experience, which is the beſt 
criterion to work by, ſo fully, clearly and deciſively repro- 


gards order, regularity and economy, or who has any regard 
for his own honor, character, or peace of mind, will riſk 
them upon this iſſue. * * * 
An army ſormed of good . moves like clock-work: 


5 1 TECESTESTST 


diſtreſſing than that perſon's who is at the head of troops 
who are regardleſs of order and diſcipline, and who are unpro- 


ties which have for ever ſurrounded me ſince I have been in 
the ſervice, and kept my mind conſtantly upon the ftretch,— 
the wounds which my feelings (as an officer) have received 
| by 
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by a thouſand things which have happened contrary to my 
expetation and wiſhes, added to a conſciouſneſs of 
my inability to govern an army compoſed of ſuch diſcordant 
paits, and under ſuch a variety of intricate; and perplexing 
circumſtances,—induce not only a belief, but a thorough 


couviction in my mind, that it: will be impoſſible {unleſs there 


is a thorough change in our military ſyſtem) for me to conduct 
matters in ſuch a manner as to give ſatisfaction: to the pub» 
lio uhichi is all the recompenie I aim at, or evex wiſhed for. 


in this letter, and for the blots and ſeratchings: therein, not 
having time to give it more correctly. With truth I can 
add; that, with every ſentiment of n am 
71 e 3 8 N 


* if , * » 7 - - » T7 


eee. Haer lem Heights, Suri 25 87 76 
su., 

5 5 [HAVING wrote you. fully on ſundry important ſub- 
dals morning as you will perceive by the letter which ac- 
companies this, I mean principally now to incloſe a copy of a 
letter received from general Howe on ſunday morning, with the 
liſts of the priſoners. in his hands, of thoſe, in our poſſeſſion 
belonging to the army immediately under his command, 
and of my anſwer; which were omitted to be put in the other. 
His letter will diſeover to Congreſs his refuſal to exchange 
lord Stirling for Mr. M Donald, conſidering the latter only 
a maſor. They will be pleaſed, to determine how he is 
to be ranked in future, 

The number of priſoners according to theſe returns is 
greater than what we expected. However, I am inclined 
to "believe, that, among thoſe in the liſt from Long- 
Iſland, are ſeveral militia of general Woodhull's party, who 


1 


were neyer arranged in this army. — As to thoſe taken on, | 


the fifteenth, they greatly exceed the number that I ſyp- 
poſed fell into their hands in the retreat from the ty: At 
Vor- I. T the 


| 'Before-E-conclude, I mult apologiſe for the liberties taken 
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274 GENERAL WASHINGTON'sS 
the time that I tranſmitted an account of that affair, I had 
not obtained returns, and took the matter upon the officer 
reports. They are difficult to get with certainty at any time, 
In the ſkirmiſh of e ſe'nnight, e have * 
but very few. 10 Aft 52 
Before I conclude, I ſhall n en to mention "FM 
thoſe returns made with ſuch/ preciſion, / and the difficulty 
that will attend the propoſed exchange on account of the 
diſperſed and ſcattered ſtate of the priſoners in our hands 
will clearly evince the neceſſity of appointing commiſſaries 
and proper perſons to ſuperintend and conduct in ſuch in- 


ſtances. This I took the liberty of urging more than once, 
as well on aceount of the propriety of the meaſure and the 


þ 

_ ſaving that would have reſulted from it; as that the priſoner | 

might be treated with — and have their wants parti- ; 

| 2 attended to. 
I would alſo obſerve (as T eſteem it my duty) that this 

army is in want of almoſt every neceſſary, — tents, camp kettles, — 
blankets, and clothes of all kinds. But what is to be done 

Vith reſpect to the two laſt articles; I ænow not, as the tem , 
of enliſtment will be nearly expired by the time they can be 

provided. This may be exhibited as a further proof of the | 

diſadvantages attending the levying of an army upon ſuch a NE 

Tooting as never to know how to keep them without injuring — 

the public or incommoding the nien. —1 have directed the tha 

* colonel or commanding officer of each corps to uſe his en- Th 

deavors to procure ſuch clothing as is abſolutely neceſſary: ang 

but at the fame time J confeſs, that I do not know how they ters 

are to be 7 gi have the honor to be, &c. G. M. Fr 

— have 

lar h 


nas. Nuri Heights of e armee. 27 1776, 
der SIR, 


1 HAVE nothing in alle to communicate to 
© Congreſs by this day” 5 poſt, as our a | is the ſame u 
hes L laſt wrote. | | | 


ry 


Wo 


* 
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We are now fitting on the buſineſs the commitite came 
upon, which, it is probable, will be finiſhed this evening. 
The reſult they will duly report upon their return. 


4 received yeſterday the incloſed declaration by 2 gende- : 


man from Elizabethtown who told me many copies were 

Fund in the. poſſeſſion of the ſoldiers from Canada, that 
were landed chere a day or two ago by general Howe's pet- 
miſſi on. 1 ſhall not comment upon it. It ſeems tö be 
founded on the plan that has been artfülly ng for ſome 
time paſt. — Baye the honor to be, Kc. . 
P. 8. The account of the troops, &c, in Canada, comes 

| from a perfon who i is among the priſoners ſent from Cana - 
da. It was anonymous, nor do I know the intelligencer. 
According ta him, the enemy in that quarter are ſtronger 
than we ſuppoſed, and their naval force much greater on the 


matter up « on. the ams report 


. x K 5 
* 
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Head. FRI Fight of Haerlem, ember 28, I ine 
amg | 
BEING about to croſs: the North-river this morning 

in, order to view the poſt oppoſite, and the grounds between 
that and Paulus-Hook, I ſhall not add much more than that 
I have been honored with your favor of the twenty-fourth 
and its ſeveral ineloſures; and that, ſince my letter of yeſ- 
terday, no important event has taken place: 

As colonel H ugh Stephenſon, of the rifle regiment order- 
ed lately to be raiſed, is dead according to the information I 
have received, I would beg, leave to recommend to the particu- 
lar notice of Congreſs captain Daniel Morgan juſt returned 
among the priſoners from Canada, as a fit and proper perſon 


1 1 CY Www — WW _— 
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preſent field-officers, of the regiment cannot claim any right 
in preference to him, becauſe he ranked above them, and 
a5 2 captain, when he firſt entered the ſervice, His 9 
T2 a8 
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IR REI op Mow of. T truſt he has taken the | 


to ſucceed to the vacancy occaſioned by his death. The 


- 
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as an officer, on the expedition with general Arnold laſt fall, 
— his intrepid behavior in the aſſault upon Quebec, when the 
brave Montgomery fell, — the inflexible attachment he | pro- 


feſſed to our cauſe during his impriſonment, and which he 
perſeveres in, —added to theſe, his reſidence in the place 
: colonel Stephenſon came from, and his intereſl and influence 
in the ſame circle, and with ſuch men as are to compoſe 
ſuch. a regiment,—all, j in my opinion, entitle him to the fa | 
vor of Congreſs, and lead me to believe that in his promo- 
tion the ſtates will gain a good and valuable officer for the | 
fort of troops he is particularly recommended to commune. 5 
. * have the honor to be, Kc. ö S. W. , 
| ef q 
t 


 Head-Quarters, Hatun of Hl Ne 3% 1776, 


Sin, K 

SINCE I had the honor of addreſſing you laſt, no ? 

thing of importance has tranſpired; though, from ſome 1 
movements yeſterday on the part of the enemy, it would 

ſeem as if ſomething was intended. | | = 


Ihe incloſed memorial, from lieutenant-colonel Shepharl H. 
of the fourth regiment, I beg leave to ſubmit to the conſider w. 
ation of Congrels, and ſhall only add that I could wiſh they 
would promote him to the command of the, regiment and Yor 
fend him a commiſſion, being a good. and valuable officer 
and eſpecially as the vacancy is of a pretty long ſtanding 
and I have not had (nor has he) any intelligence from cole = 
nel Learned himſelf (Who had the command, and who ob "oh 
- tained a diſcharge on account of his indiſpoſition), of his de — 
ſign to return. — I have alſo incloſed a letter from captait 


Ballard, which Congreſs will pleaſe to determine on, the wY 
ſubject being new and not within my authority. — 
I have che honor to be, &c. G. M. 100 


P. 8. A commiſſion was ſent for colonel Learned, which | 
is now in my hands, having received no e or heat 
from him ſincc it came. 


wy f 
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| Sun, Head- Quarters, Haerlem Heights, Of. 2, 1776, 
1 DO myſelf the honor of tranſmitting to you the, in- 
cloſed letter from lieutenant-colonel Livingſton, with ſundry 
copies of general Delancey's orders, which diſcover the 
meaſures the enemy are purſuing on Long-Iſland for raiſing 
recruits and obtaining ſupplies of proviſions. In conſequence 
of the intelligence they contain, and authentic advices 
through other channels reſpecting theſe matters, I have ſent 
brigadier-general George Clinton to meet general Lincoln 
who has got as far as Fairfield with part of the troops lately 
ordered by the Maſſachuſetts aſſembly, to concert with him 
and others an expedition acroſs the Sound with thoſe 
troops, three companies under colonel Livingſton, and 
ſuch further aid as governor Trumbull can afford, in order 
to prevent if poſſible their effecting thoſe important objects, 
and to aſſiſt the inhabitants in the removal of their ſtock, 
grain, &c, or in deſtroying them, that the enemy may not 
derive any advantage or benefit from them. | 

The recruiting ſcheme they arg proſecuting with uncom · 
mon induſtry; nor is it confined to Long-Iſland alone, 
Haying juſt now received a letter from the committee of 
Weſt-Cheſter-county, adviſing that there are ſeveral compae 
nies. of men in that and Ducheſs-county preparing to go off 
and join the king's army, I have given directions to our 
guard-boats and the centries at our works at Mount-Waſh- 
ington to keep a ſtrict look-out in caſe they attempt to come 
down the North · river; alſo to general Heath at Kingſbridge, 
that the utmoſt vigilance may be obſerved by the regiments 
and troops ſtationed above there and down towards the Eaſte 
river, that they may intercept them, ſhould they take that 
route with a view of croſſing to Longelfland, —I will uſe 


every precaution in my power to prevent thoſe parricides - 


from accompliſhing their deſigns ; but I have but little hopes 
of ſucceſs; as it will be no gifficult matter for them to pro- 
ture a page oyer eme part or other of the Sound. 

T3 I have 
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I have been applied to lately by colonel Weedon of Virgi- 
nia, for permiſſion to recruit the deficiency of men in his re- 
giment out of the troops compoſing the flying camp,—in- 
forming me at the ſame time that ſome of thoſe from Mary. 
land had offered to engage. Colonel Hand of the rifle ba- 
tallion made a ſimilar application to- day. If the enliſtments 
could be made, they would have this good conſequence, — 
the ſecuting of ſo many in the ſervice: | However, as the 
meaſure might occaſion ſome uneaſineſs in their own corps, 
and be conſidered as a hardſhip by the ſtates to which they 
belong, and the means of their furniſhing more than the 
quota exacted from them in the general arrangement, and 
would make it more diſſicult for them to complete their 
own levies, I did not conceive myſelf at liberty to authoriſe 
it without ſubmitting the propriety of it to the conſideration 
of Congreſs, and obtaining their De whether it ſhould 
be allowed or not. 
l have incloſed a liſt of warrants OT from the ſecond 
to the thirtieth ultimo incluſive, the only return of the ſort 
that T have been able to make ſince the reſolution for that 
_ purpoſe, —owing to the unſettled ſtate of our affairs, and 
my having ſent my papers away. —You will alſo receive 
ſundry letters, &c, from general Schuyler, which came un- 
ore cover to FRO and which I have the honor of forward- 
. a letter m received from the committee of ſafety of 
the ſtate of New-Hampſhire, I find a thouſand of their mi- 
litia were about to march on the twenty: fourth ultimo to re- 
inforce this army in conſequence of the requiſition of Con- 
greſs. Previous to their march, general Ward writes me 
he was obliged to furniſh them with five hundred pounds of 
| powder and a thouſand pounds of muſket-ball ; and I have 
little reaſon to expect that they are better provided with 
other articles than they were with ammunition. In ſuch caſe 
they will only add to our preſent diſtreſs which is already 
_ too great, and become diſguſted WR the ſervice, though 

| the 
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the time they ate engaged for is only till the firſt of Decem- 
ber.— This will infure their ar pop. frogs gee Wy N 
not wholly prevent it. | 

By three deferters who came from ure tu 
war about five days ago, we are informed that ſeveral tranſ- 
ports had failed, before they left her, for England, as it was 
generally reported, in order to return with a ſupply of pro- 
viſions, of which they ſay there is a want.— General Mercer, 
in a letter, informed me that general Thompſon ſaid he 
had heard they were going to diſmiſs about a hundred of the 
ſhips from the ſervice. —I am alſo adviſed by a letter from 
Mr. Derby at Boſton, of the twenty - ſixth ultimo, that, the 
day before, a tranſport ſnow had been taken and ſent into 
Piſcatawa by a privateer, in her paſſage from New-York to 
the Weſt- Indies. She failed with five more under the con- 
voy of a man- of-war, in order to bring from thenee the 
troops that are there, to join general Howe. —They were all 
victualled for four months. —From this intelligence it would 
ſeem as if they did not apprehend any thing t to be s- 
againſt them by the court of France, © 

October 3.——T have nothing in particular to communis« 
cate reſpecting our ſituation, it being much the ſame as when 
I wrote laft,—We had an alarm this morning a little before 
four o'clock, from ſome of our out-centries; who reported 
that a large body of the enemy was advancing towards our 
lines. This put us in motion: however it turned out en- 
tirely premature; or at leaſt we ſaw nothing of them. 

T have the honor to be, &c, S8. W. 


— —-—¾ —t-᷑: — 


Sin, | Haerlem, October 4, 1196, 
BEFORE I knew of the late reſolutions of Congreſs 

which you did me the honor to incloſe in your letter of the 
twenty-fourth, and before I was favored with the viſit of 
your committee, I took the liberty of giving you my ſenti- 
ments on ſeveral points which ſeemed to be of importatice.—- 
* 5 3” I bare 
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L have no doubt but that the committee will make ſuch re. 
port of the ſtate, and condition of the army, as with induce 
Congreſs to believe that nothing but the-moſt vigorous exer- 
tions can put matters, upon ſuch à footing as to give this 
continent a fair proſpect of ſucceſs. Giye me leave to ſay, 
fir,—I ſay it with due deference. and reſpeR (and my know. 
ledge of the facts, added to the importance of the cauſe, and 
the ſtake I hold in it, muſt juſtify the freedom), that your 
affairs are in a more nnn ſeem to ap- 
. 400 1 

- Your army, as I atone in wy. laſt, i is on the eve 
of - its political diſſolution. True it is, you have voted 
a larger one in lieu of it: but the ſeaſon. is late; and there 
is a. material difference between voting of batallions and 
raiſing of men. In the latter there are more difficulties 
than Congreſs are aware of; which makes it my duty (as 1 
| have been informed of the prevailing ſentiments of this 
army) to inform them, that, unleſs the pay of the officers 
eſpecially that of the field-officers, is raiſed, the chief part of 


thoſe that are worth retaining will leave the ſervice at the 


"expiration of che preſent term, as the ſoldiers will alſo, if 
ſome greater encouragement is not offered them than twenty 

dollars and a hundred acres of land. | 
Nothing leſs, in my opinion, than a ſuit of 2 annually 
given to each non-commiſſioned officer and ſoldier, in addi- 
tion to, the pay and bounty, will avail; and I queſtion whe- 
ther that will do, as the enemy (from the information of one 
John Maſh, who, with ſix others, was taken by our guards) 
are giving ten pounds bounty for recruits, and have got a 
1 1 p Emajor Rogers nearly completed upon _ 


; \ 

55 Nor will leſs: Pays according to my. judgment, than 1 have 

taken the liberty of mentioning in the incloſed eſtimate, re- 

tain ſuch officers as we could wiſh to have continued. The 

difference per month in each batallion will amount to better 

| nee 10 this pay he added the pay of 
the 
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the Raff-officers z, For it is preſumable they will alſo require 
an augmentation: but, being few in number, the ſum will 
not be greatly increaſed by them, and conſequently is a mat- 
ter ol no great moment: but it is a matter of no ſmall i im- 
portance to make the ſeveral offices deſirable. When the 
pay and eſtabliſhment of an officer once become objects of 
intereſted attention, the ſloth, negligence, and even diſobe- 
dience of orders, which at this time but too generally prevail, 
will be purged off. But while the ſervice is viewed with in- 
difference, —hile the officer conceives that he is rather con- 
ferring than receiving an obligation, — there will be a total 
relaxation of all order and diſcipline, and every thing will 
move heavily on, to the great detriment of the ſervice, and 
inexpreſſible trouble and vexation of the general. | 

The critical ſituation of our affairs at this time will juſtify 
my ſaying that no time is to be loſt in making of fruitleſs 
experiments. An unavailing trial of a month to get an army 
upon the terms propoſed may render it impracticable to do 
it at all, and prove fatal to our cauſe; as I am not ſure whe- 
ther any rubs in the way of our enliſtments, or unfavorable 
turn in our affairs, may not prove the means of the enemy 
recruiting men faſter. than we do. To this may be added 
the inextricable difficulty of forming one corps out of an- 
other, and arranging matters with any degree of order, in 
the face of an enemy who are watching for advantages, 

At Cambridge, laſt year, where the officers (and more 
than a ſufficiency of them) were all upon the ſpot, we found 
it a work of ſuch extreme difliculty to know their ſentiments 
(each having ſome terms to propoſe), that I deſpaired once 
of getting, the arrangements completed : and I do ſuppoſe, 
that at leaſt a hundred alterations took place before matters 
were finally adjuſted. 'What muſt it be then under the 
preſent regulation, where the officer is to negotiate this mat- 
ter. with the ſtate he comes from, diſtant perhaps two or 
three hundred miles ?—ſome of whom, without leave or li- 
cence from me, | ſe got to make perſonal application, the 


moment 
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282 GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 
moment the reſolve got to their hands. What k ane of wa | 
fers theſe are, I leave Congreſs to judge. 8 

If an officer of reputation (for none other ſhould wm ap- 
plied to) is aſked to ſtay, what anſwer can he give, but in the 
firſt place, that he does not know whether it is at his option 
to do fo, no proviſion being made in the reſolution of Con- 
greſs, even recommendatory of this meaſure z conſequently, 
that it reſts with the ſtate he comes from (ſurrounded per- 
| haps with a variety of applications, and influenced probably 
by local attachments) to determine whether he can be pro- 
vided for or not? In the next place, if he is an officer of me- 
rit, and knows that the ſtate he comes from is to furniſh 
more batallions than it at preſent has in the ſervice, he will 
ſcarcely, after two years faithful ſervices, think of continu- 
ing in the rank he now bears, when new creations are to 
be made, and men appointed to offices (nowiſe ſuperior in 

merit, and ignorant perhaps of ſervice) over his head. A 
committee, ſent to the army from each ſtate, may upon the 
ſpot fix things with a degree of propriety and certainty, and 
is the only method I can ſee of bringing matters to a deci- 
fon with reſpect to the officers of the army. But what can 
be done, in the mean while towards the arrangement in the 
country, I know not. In the one caſe you run the hazard 
of loſing your officers; in the other, of encountering delay, 
unleſs ſome method could be deviſed of OY both at 
the fame inſtant. | 

Upon the preſent plan, I plainly foreſee an intervention of 
time between the old and new,army, which muſt be filled up 
with militia (if to be had), with whom no man who has any 
regard for his own reputation can undertake to be anſwer- 
able for conſequences, I ſhall alſo be miſtaken in my con- 
jectures, if we do not loſe the moſt valuable officers in this 
army, under the preſent mode of appointing them: conſe- 

_ouently, if we have an army at all, it will be compoſed of 
materials not only entirely raw, but (if uncommon pains are 
not taken) entirely unfit: and I ſee ſuch a diſtruſt and jea» 

lauſy 
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louſy of military power, that the commander: in-chief has 
not an opportunity, even by recommendation, to give che ä 
leaſt aſſurances of reward for the moſt eſſential ſervices. In 
2 word, ſuch a cloud of perplexing circumſtances appear be- 
fore me, without one flattering hope, that I am thoroughly 
convinced, unleſs the moſt vigorous and deciſive exertions 
are immediately adopted to remedy theſe evils, that the cer- 
tain and abfolute loſs of our liberties will be the inevitable 
conſequence; as one unhappy ſtroke will throw a powerful 
welght into the ſcale againſt us, enabling general Howe to 
recruit his army as faſt as we ſhall ours, — numbers bein 
diſpoſed ¶ to join him], and many actually doing fo already. 
Some of the moſt probable remedies, and ſuch as experience 
has brought to my more intimate knowledge, I have taken 
the liberty to point out: the reſt I beg leave to ſubmit to the 
conſideration of Congreſs. 

' 1 aſk pardon for taking up ſo much of their time with my 
opinions. But I ſhould betray that truſt which they and my 


country have repoſed in me, were I to be blent upon a mat- 57 


ter ſo extremely intereſting. - With the moſt perfect eſteem, 
] have the honor to be, &c. e 6. W. 
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$18, Head-Duarters, Haerlem Heights, O4. K 776. 
I WAS laſt night honored with your favor of the ſe- 
cond with ſundry reſolutions of Congreſs. * * * 

- In reſpe&t to the exchange of priſoners, I fear it will be a 
work of great difficulty, owing to their diſperſed and ſcat- 
tered ſituation throughout the ſtates, In order to effect it, 
I have wrote to the eaſtern governments to have them col- 
lected, and to tranſmit me an account of their number, diſ- 
tinguiſhing the names and ranks of the field and commiſſion- 
ed officers, and the corps they belong to. I have alſo wrote 
to governor Livingſton of the Jerſeys upon the ſuhject, and 
muſt take the liberty of requeſting Congreſs to give direc» 
tions that a ſimilar return way be made of thoſe in Pennſyl- 


vania 
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yapia and Maryland, and for their being brought to Brunſ- 
vie, that they may be ready to be exchanged for an equal 
number of thoſe of the ſame tank. 

I obſerve, by the reſolve of the rwenty-Gxth uhima, that 
the exchange i is particularly directed to be made of the of- 
ficers and ſoldiers taken on Long- Anand. But ſhould not 
that follow the exchange of thoſe officers and men who have 
haely returned from Quebec, whoſe impriſonment has been 
much longer, and whoſe ſervice has not been leſs ſevere, and, 
in many inſtances, conducted with great intrepidity ? I have 
had | many applications, ſince their arrival, by which they 
claim a kind of preference as far as their number and the 
circumſtances of their rank will allow, and which I thought it 
my duty to mention, that I may obtain ſome direction upon 
the ſubject. 

Vou will obſerve by a paragraph of a letter received yel- 
terday from. general Howe, a copy of which you have at 
length, that the non-performance of the agreement between 
captain Forſter and general Arnold, by which the latter ſti- 
pulated for the return of an equal number of officers and 
Priſoners in our hands for thoſe delivered him, is conſidered 
in an unfavorable light, and entirely imputed to me, as hay- 
ing the chief congmand of the armies of the ſtates, and a 
controlling power over general Arnold. The pointed man- 
ner in which Mr. Howe is pleaſed to expreſs himſelf could 
not perſonally affect me, ſuppoſing there had been no good 
grounds for the treaty not being ratified, haying been nothing 
more than an inſtrument of conveying to him the reſolutions 
formed upon the ſubject. * 13 

However I would beg leave to obſerve, from the letters 
from the hoſtages, from what has been reported by others 
reſpecting captain Forſter's having uſed his endeavors to re- 
ſtirain the ſavages from «exerciſing their wonted barbarities, 
though in ſome inſtances they did,«his. purchaſing ſome of 


the priſoners for a pretty confiderable premium, — but, above 


all, from the delicate nature of ſuch treatics, and becauſe 
. {4 $127 * TP | 1 WIL DITINLE TED - of 
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the not-obſerrance of them muſt damp "the ſpirkts of the 
officers who make them, and 4dd 4 to the misfortunes 
of thoſe whom necellity and the nature of the caſe force itito 
captivity to to give them a ſanQtion by a Jong and irkſome con- 
knement,— for theſe rc rea ns and many more that will x 
occur, r could yiſh Congreſs. to reconlider the matter, 
to carry it into execution. | 

I am ſenſible the wrong was s origitally | in their TY 
ſavages, and that whatever cruelties were committed by them 
ſhould be eſteemed their own acts: yet perhaps, in point of 
policy, it may not be improper to oyerlook theſe infrattions 
on their part, and to putſue that mode which will be the 
moſt likely to render the hardſhips | incident to war molt 
tolerable, and the greateſt benefits to the ſtate. | 

L have ventured to ſay thus much upon the ſuhject from a 
regard to the ſervice, and becauſe ſuch gentlemen of the 
army as I have heard mention it ſeem to wiſh the treaty hal 
been ratified rather than diſallowed. 

Ticloſed is a liſt of vacancies in the third reginient of Vir- 
ginia troops, in part occaſioned by the death of major Leitch 
who died of his wounds on tueſday mornirig,—and of the 
gentlemen who ſtand next in regimental order, and who are 
recommended to ſucceed to them. You will obſerve that 

captain John Fitzgerald is ſaid to be appointed to the duty 

of major. This I have done in order, being the oldeſt 

captain in the regiment, and, I believe, an oſſicer of un- 

exceptionable merit, and as it was highly neceſſary at this 

time to have the corps as well and fully officered as poſſible. 
here is allo a vacancy in the firlt continental batallion 
by the promotion-of lieutenant Clarke to a majority in the 
flying camp, to which colonel Hand has recommended Wil 
liam Patten to ſucceed, as you will- perceive by his letter 
incloſed. a 

I have taken the liberty to tranſmit a plan for eſtabliſh- 
ing a corps of engineers, artificers, &c, ſketched out by 

colonel Putnam, and which is propoſed for the conſideration 
22 | of 
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of Congreſs. How far they may incline to, adopt it, or 
whether they may chuſe to proceed upon ſuch an extenſive 
ſcale, they will be pleaſed to determine. However, I con- 
ceive it a matter well vorthy of their conſideration, being 
convinced from experience, and from the reaſons ſuggeſted 
by colonel Putnam who has ated with great diligence and 
reputation in the buſineſs, that ſome ellablichment of the 
fort is highly neceſſary, and will be e of the moſt 
beneficial conſequences. | 

If. the propoſition j is approved by 88 Lam wel 
by good authority that there is a gentleman in Virginia, i in 
.the colony ſervice, John Stadler, eſquire, a native of. Get- 
many, whoſe, abilities | in this way are by no means inconſi- 
derable. I am told he was an engineer in the army under 
general Stan wix, and is reputed to be of {kill and ingenuity 
in the profeſſion. In chis capacity 1 dot not know him my- 
ſelf, but am intimately acquainted with him in his private 
character, as a man of underſtanding and of good behavior. 
I would ſubmit his merit to the inquiry of Congreſs; and if 


| he ſhould anſwer the report I haye had of him, I make no 


-doubt but he will be ſuitably provided for. 

The convention of this ſtate have lately ſeized and had 
appraiſed two new ſhips, valued at fix thouſand two hundred 
and twenty-nine pounds York currency, which they have ſent 
down for the purpoſe of ſinking, and obſtructing the channel 
oppoſite Mount-Waſhington. The price being high, and the 
opinions various as to the neceſſity of the meaſure, ſome 
conceiving the pbſtruftion nearly ſufficient already, and 
others that they would render it ſecure, I would wiſh to have 
tle direction of Congreſs upon the ſubject, by the- earlieſt 
opportunity, thinking myſelf, that, if, the enemy ſhould at- 
.tempt to come up, they ſhould be uſed, Ger than tv hazard 
their paſſing.—I muſt be governed by circumſtances, yet 


| hope for their ſentiments before any thing is neceſſary to be 


done. 
Sundry diſputes having ariſen of late between 3 of 
different 
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different regiments and of the ſame rank, reſpeRing-the 
right of ſucceſſion to ſuch vacancies: as happen from- death 
or other cauſes,-ſome ſuggeſting that it ſhould be in a colo- 
nial line and governed by the priority of their commiſſions, — 
others, that it ſhould be regimentally,—and' thete being an 
inſtance now before me, between the officers of the Var- 
ginia regiments, occaſioned by the death of major Leitch,— 
it has become abſolutely neceſſary that Congreſs ſhould de- 
termine the mode by which promotions are to be regulated, 
-— whether  colonially and by priority of commiſſions, or 
regimentally, reſerving a right out of the general rule they 
adopt, to reward for particular merit, or of with- holding 
from office ſuch as may not be worthy to ſucceed. 


I bave only propoſed two modes for their conſideration, 


being ſatisfied that promotions through the line (as they are 
called) can never take place without producing diſoord, jea- 
louſy, diſtruſt, and the moſt fatal conſequences. In ſome of 
my letters upon the ſubject of promotions, and one which 
Thad the honor of addreſſing to the board of war on the 
thirtieth ultimo, I adviſed that the mode ſhould be rather 
practiſed than reſolved on: but I am fully convinced now of 
the neceſſity there is of ſettling it in one of the two ways 1 
have taken the liberty to point out, and under the reſtric- 
tions I have mentioned; or the diſputes and applications wil 
be endleſs, and attended with great inconveniences. 
I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 


Sin, Head - Quar ters, Heights of Haerlem, Oct. 7, 1776. 

I DO myſelf the honor of tranſmitting to you a copy 

of a letter from the comte D'Emery, governor-general of the 
French part of Saint-Domingo, which I received yeſterday, 
and alſo my anſwer, which I have incloſed and left open for 
the conſideration of Congreſs, wiſhing that it may be ſealed 
if they approve of the ſieur De Chambeau's releaſement, 
which I think may be attended with many valuable conſe- 


quencrs. 
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quences. If Congreſs concur in ſentiment with me, they 
will be pleaſed to give direction for his paſſage by the firſt 
opportunity to the French iſlands : OO "One r 
1 your returning my letter. 

have alſo the pleaſure of incloſing a copy on atria 
Ae P. Pennel, which came to hand laſt night, and 


which contains intelligence of an agreeable and intereſting | 


nature, for which I beg leave to refer. you to the copy. 
The polite manner in which moni eur Pennel has requeſted 
to be one of my. aides-de-camp demands my acknowledg- 
ments. As the appointment will not be attended with any 
expenſe, and will ſhew a proper regard for his complaiſance 
and the attachment he is pleaſed to expreſs for the ſervice of 
the American ſtates, I ſhall take the liberty of complying 
with his requiſition, and tranſmit him a brevet commiſſion, 
provided the ſame ſhall be agreeable to Congreſs. Their 
ſentiments upon this ſubje& you will be kind enough to 
favor me with by the firſt opportunity. The incloſed letter 
for the fieur De Chambeau you will qt to forward om 
(if he is to be enlarged) after cloſing it. 

Before I conclude, I muſt take the liberty to obſerve Aunt 
am under no ſmall difficulties on account of the French 
gentlemen that are here in conſequence of the commiſſions 
they have received, having no means to employ them, or 

to afford them an opportunity of rendering that ſervice 
they themſelves wiſh to give, or which perhaps is expected 
by the public. Their want of our language is an objection 
to their being joined to any of the regiments here at this 
time, were there vacancies, and not other obſtacles. Theſe 
conſiderations induce me to wiſh that Congreſs would adopt 
and point out ſome particular mode to be obſerved reſpecting 
them. What it ſhould be, they will be beſt able to deter- 
mine. But to me it appears that their being here now can 
be attended with no valuable conſequences, and that, as the 
power of appointing officers for the new army is veſted in 


the conventions, &e, of the n ag it will be neceſſary 
for 


ESESOPs<;@©&t gr 


"OFFICIAL LETTERS. 89 
for Congreſs to direct them to be provided for in the regi- 
ments to be raiſed, according to the ranks they would wiſh 
them to bear—(or I am convinced they will never be taken 
in, let their merit be what it may) or to form them into a 
diſtinct corps which may be increaſed in time. They ſeem 
to be genteel, ſenſible men; and I have no doubt of their 
making good officers as ſoon as they can learn as much of our 
language as to make themſelves well underſtood: but, unleſs 
Congrels interfere by their particular direction to the ſtates, 
they will never be incorporated in any of the regiments to be 
raiſed: and, without they are, they will be entirely at a loſs, 
and in the moſt irkſome fituation, for ſomething to do, as 
they now are. have the honor to be, &. G. W. 


| n e 4709 ah; 6 
| "On Hiead-Quarters, Haerlem Heights, OA. 8, 17 76. 

SINCE I had che honor of writing you yeſterday, 1 
have ben favored with a letter from the honorable council 
of Maſfachuſetts-Bay, covering one from Richard Derby, 
eſquire, a copy of which is herewith tranſmitted, as it con- 
tains intelligence of an important and intereſting nature. 

As an exchange of priſoners is about to take place, I am 
induced, from a queſtion ſtated in a letter I received from 
governor Trumbull this morning, to aſk the opinion of 
Congreſs, in what manner the ſtates that have had the care 
of them are to be reimburſed the expenſes incurred on their 
account. My want of information in this inſtance, or 
whether any account is to be ſent in wich the priſoners, 
would not allow me to give him an anſwer, as nothing that 
| recolleCt has ever been ſaid upon the ſubject.— He alſo 
entions another matter, viz. whether ſuch privates as are 
nechanics, and others who may deſire to remain with us, 
ould be obliged to return.—In reſpect to the latter, I 
onceive there can be no doubt of our being under a neceſſity 
If returning the whole, a propoſition having been made on 
ur part for a general exchange, and that agreed to : be- 
Vor. I. U . ſides, 
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fides, the balance of priſoners, is greatly againſt us; and [ 
am informed i it was particularly ſtipulated by general Mont- 
gomery, that all thoſe that were taken in Canada ſhould be 
exchanged whenever a cartel was ſettled for the purpoſe, 
nder theſe circumſtances, I ſhould ſuppoſe. the ſeveral 
committees having the care of them ſhould be inſtructed to 
make the moſt exact returns of the whole, howerer willing 
a part ſhould be to continue with us. At the fame time | 
ſhould think i it not improper to inform them of the reaſons lead - 
ing to the meaſure, and that they ſhould be invited to eſcape 
efterwards, which, in all probability, they may effect with - 
out much difficulty if they are attached to us, extending their 
influence to many more, and bringing them away alſo. 

The ſituation of our affairs and the preſent eſtabliſhment 
of the army requiring our moſt vigorous exertions to engage 
a new one, I preſume it will be neceſſary to furniſh the pay- 
maſter-general as early as poſſible with money to pay the 
bounty, lately reſolved on, to ſuch men as will enliſt. Prompt 
pay perhaps may have a happy effect, and induce the con- 
tinuance of ſome who are here : but, without it, I am cer 
| tain that nothing can be done; nor have we time to loſe in 
making the experiment. But then it may be aſked, who is 
to recruit? or who can conſider themſelves as officers for 
that purpoſe, till the conventions of the different ſtates hare 
made the appointments ? 

Yeſterday afternoon the exchange detween lord Stirling 
and governor Browne was carried into execution; and his 
lordſhip is now here. He confirms the intelligence men- 
tioned by captain Souther, about the tranſports he met, by 
the arrival of the Daphne man-of-war (a twenty-gun ſhip) 1 
few days ago, with twelve-ſhips under her. convoy, having 
light-horſe on board. They failed with about twenty in 
each, and loſt about eighty in their paſſage, beſides thoſe in he's 
the veſſel taken by captain Souther, —He further adds that he | 
had heard it acknowledged more than once, that, in the aCtion 
of the ſixteenth ultimo, the enemy had a hundred men killed 

2 — about 
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About f xty Highlanders of the forty-ſccond regiment, and 
forty of the light infantry. This confefhon coming from 
themſelves, we may mar —_— did not N 
the number. 

OHG Y. About eight Wen this ala two 
ſhips; of ſorty-· four guns each (ſuppoſed to be the Roebuck 
and Phoenix), and a frigate of twenty guns, with three 'or 
four tenders, got under way from about Bloomingdale where 
they, had been lying ſome time, and ſtood with an eaſy 
ſoutherly breeze towards our chevaux-de-friſe, which we 
hoped- would have "intercepted their pafſage while our bat- 
teries played upon them : but, to our ſurpriſe and mortifica- 
tion, they ran through without the leaſt difficulty, and with- 
out receiving any apparent damage from our forts, though 
they kept up a heavy fire from both ſides of the river. Their 
deſtination or views cannot be known with certainty : but 
moſt probably they are ſent to ſtop the navigation, and cut 
off the ſupplies of boards, &c, which we ſhould have re- 
ceived, and of which we are in great need, They are ſtand- 
ing up, and I have diſpatched an expreſs to the convention 
of this ſtate, that notice may be immediately communicated 
to general Clinton at the Highland fortifications, to put him 
on his guard in caſe they ſhould have any deſigns againſt 
them, and that precautions may be taken to prevent the 
craft belonging to the river falling into their hands. 

I have the honor'to be, &c. | G. W. 


Sin, Head-Yuarters, Haerlem Heights, O98. 17, 1776. 

I BEG leave to inform you, that, fince my letter of 
ie eighth and ninth inſtant which I had the honor of ad- 
ireſfing you, nothing of importance has occurred, except 
hat the ſhips of war which I then mentioned, in their 
paſſage up the river; took a ſloop that was at anchor off the 
outh of Spitendevil, and two of our row-gallies which 
icy out- ſailed. The crews, finding that they could not pre- 
Uz vent 
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vent chem falling into the enemy's hands, ran them near the | 
ſhare, and effected their own eſcape. From the intelligence 
I hare received, the ſhips are now lying at Tarrytown, with. 
out having landed any men (which ſeemed to be apprehended 
by. ſome), or attempted any thing elſe. Their principal views, 
in all probability, are, to interrupt our navigation, and to re- 
ceive ſuch diſaffected perſons as. incline to take part againſt 
us. The former they will effect beyond all queſtion; and 
1 fear that their expectations reſpocting the latter 10 be but 
too fully anſwe red.. 

October 12. The incloſed awe; aJetter et laſt 
night from the convention of this ſtate will ſhew you the 
apprehenſions they are under on account of the diſaffected 
among them, —I have ordered up a part of the militia from 
the Maſſachuſetts under general. Lincoln, to prevent, if 
poſſible, the conſequences. which they ſuggeſt may happen, 
and which there is reaſon to belieye the conſpirators have in 
contemplation. I am perſuaded. that they are upon the exc 
of breaking out; and that they will leave mothing un-eſſayed 
that 1 will diſtreſs us and favor the, defigns and the ne 
foan as their ſchemes are ripe for 83 

Octaber 1 3. ———Yeſterday the enemy landed = Froy's 
Point, about nine miles, from hence; further up the Sound. 
Their number we cannot aſcertain as they have not ad. 
yanced from the point,—which is a kind of iſland, —but the 
water that ſurrounds it is fordable at low tide; - I have or- 
dered works to be thrown up at the paſſes from the point to 
the main. From the great number of ſloops, ſchooners, and 
nine ſhips, that went up the Sound in the evening, full a 
men, and from the information, of two deſerters who came 
over laſt night, I have reaſon to belicve that the greateſt pan 
| of their army has moyed upwards or is about to do it, put: 
ſuing their original plan of getting in our rear, and cutting 
off our communication with the country. 

The grounds from Frog's-Point are ſtrong and defenſible 
being full of ſtone fences, both along the road and actol 

3 | te 
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the adjacent fields, which will render it difficult for artillery, 
or indeed a large body of foot, to advance in any regular 
order, except through the main road. Our men who are 
poſted on the paſſes ſeemed to be in great ſpirits when I leſt 
them laſt night. have the honor to be, &. G. W. 

«$2; 5; »Mq 


Sm, Head-Quarters, Haerlem Heights, Oct. 14, 1776. 

HIS excellency having gone this morning to viſit our 

poſts beyond Kingſbridge and the ſeveral paſſes leading from 

Frog's-Point and the necks adjacent, I have the honor to in- 

„eee eee vp 
r fince his letter by yeſterday's poſt. 

Every day's intelligence from the convention of this Nate 
holds forth diſcoveries of new plots and of new conſpiracies. 
Some of the members ſeem to apprehend that inſurrections 
are upon the eve of breaking out, and have ſuggeſted the 
neceſſity of ſeizing © and” ſecuring the paſſes through. the 
Highlands, leſt the diſſaffected ſhould do it. Their preſer- 
vation being a matter of the greateſt importance, his excel- 
lency, notwithſtanding the ſituation we are in with reſpect 
to troops, has detached” colonel Taſh with his regiment, 
lately from New-Hampſhire, in addition to the militia men- 
tioned in his laſt, with directions to receive orders from the 
convention, as to the ſtation and poſts he is to occupy-. - 

There are now in our poſſeſſion ſeveral perſons, inhabitants 


of this ſtate, who had engaged to join the enemy, and were 


intercepted in going to them. There are alſo two who con- 
teſs they have been with them, and that they had actually 
engaged in their ſervice; but, finding the terms (the bounty, 
pay, &c,) not ſo advantageous as they expected from the in- 


formation they had received, they wete ihduced.toreturn.— | 


As the affairs of this government are in a precarious ſituation, 
and ſuch as, the convention themſelves ſeem to think, forbid 
their interpoſition farther than taking meaſures to apprehend 
them, his excellency would wiſh to obtain the ſentiments of 
FR U 3 Congreſs, 
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Congreſs, and their direction upon a ſubject ſo extremely 
critical and delicate, and which, in the 2 of it, 
involves many important conſequences. 

Tour favor of the ninth; with its ſeveral incloſures, his 
eee yeſterday morning by the expreſs, who 
proceeded immediately on his journey. 

October 11.——I am directed by his excellency to ac- 
quaint you that we are again obliged to change our diſpoſi- 
tion, to counteract the operations of the enemy. Declining 
an attack upon our front, they have drawn the main body 
of their army to Frog*'s-Point, with a deſign of hemming u 
in, and drawing a line in our rear. To prevent the conſe- 
quences which would but too probably follow the execution 
of their ſcheme, the general officers determined yeſterday 
that our forces muſt be taken from hence, and extended 
towards: Eaſt and Weſt Cheſter, ſo as to out-flank them, 
General Lee, who arrived on monday, has ſtrongly urged 
the abſolute neceſſity of the meaſure. It is propoſed to leave 
2 garriſon at Fort-Waſhington, and to maintain it if poſſible, 


in order to preſerve the communication with the Jerſeys 


They are landing their artillery and waggons upon the 
point; and there are now ſeveral boats paſſing up the Sound, 
full of men. | 

I have the honor to be, &c. R. H. HARRISOx. 

P. S. The poſt having not come in ſince ſunday, till to- 
day, has been the occaſion of not writing to you ſince that 
time. e 408 ee eee which prevented an e 
W N 


Sin, Haerlem Heights, Octaber 18, 1776. 


1 WAS yeſterday morning honored with your favor 
ol the fifteenth, with the reſolutions of the eleventh and four 
teenth. The latter, by which Congreſs have authoriſed me 
to appoint monſieur Pennel a nnn 
return of my achnowledgments. Ov" I 
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Laſt night I received a letter from Mr. Varick, ſecretary 
to general Schuyler, incloling a copy of one from general 
Arnold to general Gates. The intelligence tranſmitted by 
general Arnold being of an extremely intereſting and im- 


portant nature, I thought it adviſable to forward the ſame . 


immediately by expreſs. - You have a copy herewith, which 


contains the particulars, and to which I beg leave to refer 
- you. 

The accounts tranſmitted * by poſt will inform 
you of the movements of the enemy, and of the meafures 
judged neceſſary to be purſued by us, to counteract their 
deſigns. I have nothing to add on this head, except that ten 
or eleven ſhips, which have been prevented paſſing Hell- gate 


for two or three days for want of wind, are now under way, 


and proceeding up the Sound. Amongſt them there appear 
to be two frigates : the reſt probably have in ſtores, &c. 


Incloſed is a copy of the laſt general return I have been 


able ro obtain. It only comes down to the fifth inſtant : the 
ſituation of our affairs, and the almoſt conſtant neceſſity of 
ſendirſg detachments from one place to another to watch the 
enemy's motions, have prevented the officers from making 
them with regularity. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 


Kingſbridge, Ofober 20, 1776, half after one o'clock, P. A. 
Sin, 


I HAVE it in command from his excellency to tranſ- 
mit you the incloſed copies of diſpatches which juſt now 
came to hand, and which contain intelligence of the moſt 
intereſting and important nature reſpecting our affairs in the 
northern department. His excellency would have wrote him- 
ſelf, but was going to our ſeveral poſts, when the expreſs 
arrived, 

The enemy are purſuing with FEY induſtry their plan of 
n the country from the Sound, and of forming 
v4 : line 


— 


0 7 
i » 
1 i 
N U 
1 
1 
| 1 
' ti 
1 , 7 
4 
3D - 
7 
F > 1 
14 
U 
* 


5 — ͤ — x 
— 
> 


no a 
* © 


- | 213 

} 

o | 1 

; [ l 
111 
bl 
1188 
1 _ 
: 

1 

8: 
1 —_ 
| : 


| 4 
4 


296 GENERAL WASHINGTON,/S 


line in our rear. They are now extended from Frog's- Point 
to New-Rochelle, from whence it is generally canjectured 
they mean to take their route by way of the White -Plains, 
and from thence to draw a line to the North - river. We on 
our part have drawn our whole force, except the regiments 
intended, to garriſon Fort-Waſhington, from the ifland of 
New-York, and have poſſeſſed ourſelves of the heights, 


| paſſes, and adyantageous grounds, between New-Rochelle 


where the van of their army now lies, and the North-river. 
— They will in all probability attempt to effect their purpoſe 
by moving higher up. If they do, our forces will moye ac- 
cordingly, it being a principal objeRt to prevent their out- 
flanking us. 

On friday, one of their advanced parties, near Eaſt: Cheſter, 
fell in with part of colonel Glover's brigade, and a ſmart and 
cloſe ſkirmiſh enſued, in which, I have the pleaſure to in- 


form you, our men behaved with great coolneſs and intre- 


pidity, and droye the enemy back to their main body. 
I have the honor to be, &c. | R. H. HaRRISsOx. 


SIR, N Valentine s Hill, Od. 21, 1776, 


- -HIS excellency being abſent on a viſit to the ſeveral 
poſts on the left of our lines and at the White-Plains, I have 
the honor to inform you, by the favor of colonel Whipple, 
that, Gince my letter of yeſterday, no event of importance 
has occurred. 


I have the honor to be, &c. R. H. Hank Iso. 


To the Board of War. 
 GenTLEMEs, Camp on Valentine's Hill, Od. 22, 1776. 
I AM directed by his excellency whoſe buſineſs has 


called him from hence, to acknowledge his receipt of your 


favors of the twelfth and fifteenth inſtant, and to inform you 


in anſwer to the firſt, that he will mention the caſe of the. 
Frenoh 
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French gentlemen to general Lee, and obtain his opinion 
as to the beſt mode of providing for them i in a uſeful way. 
The horſes belonging to the light dragoons who were taken, 
he thinks, will be very ſerviceable; and he will write to 
general Ward or one of the agents to purchaſe them. 

In reſpeci to your requiſition ſor an immediate return of 
ordnance ſtores, his excellency ſays it cannot poſſibly he 
complied with in the ' preſent unſettled ſtate of the army. 
In order to effect the good purpoſes you have in view, he 
would take the. liberty to recommend the eſtabliſhing of 
magazines of ammunition and other ordnance ſtores in pro- 
per places of ſecurity, from whence ſupplies could be oc- 
caſionally drawn. As large quantities are conſtantly in de- 
mand in time of war, he does not conceive your proviſion in 
theſe inſtances can. be too great. 

He will direct the regimental returns in future to include 
arms and accoutrements, and the commiſſary-general to 
tranſmit monthly liſts of rations. He thinks the regulation 
extremely proper, though he apprehends the information to 
be premature reſpecting the over-quantity ſuggeſted to have 
been drawn, having heard no ſuſpicion of the ſort in this 


army of late. | 
I have the * to be, &e. R. H. HARRIsox. 


SIR,  Head-Duarters, White-Plains, Odi. 25, 1776. 
THE whole of our army is now here and on the 
neighboring heights, except the troops left at Mount - Waſfi- 
ington and Kingſbridge (about fourteen hundred at the for- 
mer, and fix hundred at the latter), and general Lee's divi- 
ſion which now forms the rear, and which is on their march. 
Our removal, and that of the ſtores, have been attended 
with a great deal of trouble, owing to the ſcarcity and diſſi- 
culty of procuring waggons. However, they are nearly 
effected, and without any loſs. —The general ofſicers are 
a = kb: no 
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now reconnoitring the ſeveral paſſes leading from the enemy, 
that the moſt important may be immediately ſecured.— 
The fituation of their army remains nearly the ſame as when 
I had the honor of addreſſing you on the twenty-firſt inſtant, 
It differs in nothing unleſs it is that their main body is more 
collected about New-Rocheile. A few of their troops are 
extended as far as Momarioneck. 

On monday night a detachment of our men, under the 
command of colonel Hazlet, was ſent out to ſurpriſe and 
cut off major Rogers, if poſſible, with his regiment which 
was poſted there. By ſome accident or other the expedition 
did not ſucceed ſo well as I could have wiſhed. However our 
advanced party, led on by major Greene of the firſt Virginia 
regiment, fell in with their out-guard, and brought of 
thirty-fix priſoners, ſixty -muſkets, and ſome blankets. The 
number killed is not certainly known : but it is reported by 
an officer who was there, that he counted about twenty-five, 
Our loſs, two killed, and ten or twelve wounded ; among 

the latter, major Greene, whoſe recovery is very doubtful. 

On wedneſday there was alſo a ſmart ſkirmiſh between a 
party of colonel Hand's riflemen,—about two hundred and 
forty, —and nearly the fame number of Heſhan chaſſeurs, 
in which the latter were put to the rout, Our men buried 
ten of them on the field, and took two priſoners, one badly 
wounded, We ſuſlained no other loſs than having one lad 
wounded, ſuppoſed mortally. | 

The ſhips of war that are in the North-river fell down, 
yeſterday morning or the evening before, to Dobbs's ferry, 
to prevent our bringing ſtores from below by water, and the 
removal of thoſe that are landed there. As ſoon as the 
waggons, employed in bringing the baggage and ſtores of 
general Lee's diviſion, are diſengaged, they will be imme- 
diately ſent to aſſiſt thoſe already there to remove them. 

On ſaturday night we had the misfortune to loſe one of 
the new ſhips intended to be ſunk for obſtructing the chan- 
nel. She parted her cables in a ſevere ſquall, when properly 

ballaſted, 
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ballaſted, and bilged as ſoon as ſhe ſtruck the ſtore. The 
other ſhip was ſunk well; and yeſterday morning two brigs, 
both ready, were ſent down for the ſame purpoſe. | 

About two o'clock this afternoon, intelligence was brought 
to head-quarters that three or four detachments of the ene- 
my were on their march, and had advanced within about 
four miles of this place. It has been fully confirmed fince 
by a variety of perſons who have been out to reconnoitre.— 
Their number cannot be aſcertained: but it is generally 
conjectured that the detachments are or will be ſucceeded 
by as many columns compoſing their main body. Our drums 
have beat to arms, and the men are ordered to their feveral 
poſts. —Moſt probably ſome important event is upon the eve 
of taking place: I hope it will be victory in favor of our arms. 
— General Lee, with his diviſion, has not got up; but I hear 
he is on his march. | 

Experiment having proved it difficult, if not impoſũble, 
to prevent the enemy from poſſeſſing the navigation of the 
North-river, and rendering the communication and inter- 
courſe between the ſtates divided by it extremely hazardous 
and precarious by means of their ſhips of war, it has be- 
come a matter of important conſideration how to remedy 
the evil, and to guard againſt the conſequences which may 
reſult from it. I am charged by his excellency to mention 
it to Congreſs as a matter that has employed much of his 
thought, and that ſeems worthy of their moſt ſerious atten- 
tion. He has communicated it to ſeveral of the general and 
other officers, and to many gentlemen of ſenſe and diſcern- 
ment, who all agree with him, not only upon the propriety 
but the abſolute neceſſity that two diſtinct armies ſhould be 
formed, one to act particularly in the ſtates which lie on the 
eaſt, the other in thoſe that are on the ſouth of the river ;— 
the whole however to be raiſed on a general plan, and not 
to be confined to any particular place by rhe terms of enliſt. 
ment. Theſe matters, - the apparent difficulty and perhaps 
impracticability of ſuccours being thrown acroſs the river 

| while 
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while the enemy can command it,—haye induced his excel- 
lenc to ſubmit the meaſure to their conſideration, not know- 
ing how their operations may be directed, and foreſecing 
that innumerable evils may ariſe if a reſpectable force is not 
appointed to oppoſe their arms whereſoever * are car- 
Tied, —I have the e to be, in 1e haſte, &c 
| | R H. — ISON, 


Sis, ne | 1 Wo White- Plains, Oober 29, 1776. 


THE Ade of our affairs not permitting his ex- 
cellency to write himſelf, I have it in charge to inform you, 
that, on yeſterday morning about ten o'clock, the enemy ap- 
peared in ſeveral large columns in our front, and, from their 
firſt movements, ſeemed as if they meant an attack there. 
However, halting for a little time, their main body filed off 
to our left, and preſently began a moſt ſevere and inceſſant 
cannonade at a part of our troops who had taken poſt on a 
hill, with a view of - throwing: up ſome lines. At the ſame 
miime they advanced in two diviſions, and, after a ſmart en- 

gagement for about, a quarter of RSLs Gs men 

to give way) 

Our loſs is not conainly known; hut, from conjeften i is 
between four and five hundred in killed, wounded, and miſſ- 
ing.— What theirs was, we have not heard. | 

After gaining che hill (upon which they are intronchiog), 
and leaving a ſuſſicient number of men and artillery to pre- 
vent our repoſſeſſing it, they. proceeded to advance by our 
left; and, as far as I can diſcover, their poſts or encamp- 
ments now form nearly a ſemicircle, It is evident their de- 
ſign is to get in our rear according to their original plan.— 
Every meaſure is taking: to prevent them: but the removal 
of our 1 is attended eee and 
delays. 

Our poſt, from its 3 is not 8 as 

could be wiſhed, and was only intended as temporary and 


eee. till the ſtores belonging to the n which had 
been 
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been depoſited here, could be removed. The enemy com- 
ing on ſo ſuddenly has diſtreſſed us much. They are now 
cloſe! at hand; and moſt probably will in a little time com- 
mence their ſecond attack: we expect it every hour: per- 
haps it is beginning : I have juſt heard the report of ſome 
eannon.—T have the honor to be, &c. R. H. HanRIiscx. 


Six, . n bite- Plains, October 31, 1776. 
SINCE I had the bonor of addreſſing you on the 
twenty ninth inſtant, no event of importance has occurred. 
The enemy are throwing up ſome lines and redoubts in our 
front, with a view of cannonading as ſoon as they are ready; 
and at the ſame time are extending their wings farther by our 
right and left. It is ſuppoſed that one of their objects is to 
adyance a part of their troops, and ſeize on the bridge over 
Croton. river, that the communication may be cut off with 
the upper country. To prevent this, a part of our force is 
detached, with orders to proceed with the utmdſt expedition, 
and to ſecure the paſs if poſlible. | 
We are trying to remove, to guard againſt their deſigns, 
but are greatly impeded by reaſon of the ſcarcity of waggons 
in proportion to our baggage and ſtores. Every exertion 
has been employed to obtain a ſufficiency ; but they can- 
not be had in this part of the country. The quarter-maſter 
has ſent to Connecticut to get a ſupply if poſſible. 

Our army is decreaſing faſt. Several gentlemen, who 
have come to camp within a few days, have obſerved large 
numbers of militia returning home on the different roads : 
nor are any meaſures taken as yet to raiſe the new army, 
no commiſſions having come from the ſtates to appoint or 
ſignify the nomination of their officers. If this was done, 
perhaps many who are now here might be induced to en- 
gage : but at preſent there are none authoriſed to recruit. | 

His excellency would have wrote himſelf by the perſon 
| who carries this (to the care of general Greene); but his ar- 


tention 


j 
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*tention is totally engaged in ordering theekiite.of the army, 


and the beſt mode for its removal, | 
I have the honor to be, &. RH. Haan 
Sin, Whites Plains, November 1, 1776. 


IAM directed by his excellency to acknowledge his 
receipt of your favor of the twenty-eighth ultimo which came 
do hand yeſterday evening, and to tranſmit you; a copy of the 

letter I had the honor of writing you by the Boſton expreſs 
by his command. Had the expreſs been charged with no 
other letter, the loſs would not have been attended with any 
material injury to us, or advantage to the enemy, provided it 
ſhould come to their hands : but there were orhers from his 
excellency, of a very intereſting nature, the miſcarriage of 
which gives him much concern. As the bundle was taken 
away in ſo ſudden and ſecret a manner, I fear there is but 
little hope of recovering it,—being done moſt probably for 
the expreſs purpoſe of furniſhing the enemy with intelligence, 
and a ſtate of our army. Beſides his excellency's letters, the 
moſt material of which was to Mr. Rutledge, there were five. 
or ſiꝭ more from the gentlemen of his family. 

My letters of the twenty-ninth and of yeſterday, which I 
had the honor of addreſſing you, will give a pretty full ac- 
count of our ſituation, and of every matter reſpecting this 

army antecedent to this date. I only omitted to mention 
that we have taken thirteen of che Waldeckers, and that, for 
ſeveral days paſt, our ſcouting parties have brought in one, 
two, or three priſoners. In addition to theſe, we have every 
day a deſerter or two. 

About ſix o'clock this morning, a meſſenger arrived "Il 
lord Stirling (who is with his brigade between two and three 
miles from White-Plains, on our right, and rather nearer 
the North-river) with intelligence that the enemy were ad- 
vancing towards him in two columns. This information 
has carried his excellency and aides out, 'The reſult of their 

movement 
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ni&ement I have not heard: but moſt likely they are pur- 
ſuing their original deſign of getting by our flanks and ſeiz- 
ing the heights above us. Every precaution is taking to 
prevent them, and to hurry away our ſtores to a more inte- 
riot part of the country. x 
_ I have the honor to be, &c. R. H. HAnRISsOW. 
P. 8. His excelleney has juſt returned, and ſays the alarm 
was premature. It aroſe from ſome of lord Stirling's advanced 
guards ſeeing a body of our men who had been ordered to rein- 
force him, who were ſuppoſed to be the enemy. His excellen- 
cy is very apprehenſive that the army will be greatly diſtreſſed 
for want of proviſion, particularly in the article of flour, 
owing to the water-conveyance, both in the North and Eaſt 
river, being in the enemy's poſſeſſion. He has wrote to the 
convention of this ſtate, and directed Mr. Trumbull, that 
their utmoſt exertions in this inſtance may be uſed, There 
is a good deal of flour on the Jerſey fide: but there is no 
other way to get it, but by carting and ferrying it over to 
Peekſkill. This I have wrote to general Greene to have 


done, by his excellency's direction. 
Sin, Ihite- Plains November 3, 1776. 


BY command of his excellency, I have the honor to 
inform you that our fituation is nearly the ſame as when I 
had the pleaſure of writing you laſt. It is altered in no in- 
ſtance, unleſs in the number of our troops, which is every 
day decreaſing by their moſt ſcandalous deſertion and re- 
turn home. The incloſed letter from general Parſons, who 
is ſtationed near the Saw-pits, and which his excellency di- 
rected me to tranſmit, will inform you of the prevalency of 
this diſgraceful practice. 

I have the honor to be, &c. R. H. HAARLSOx. 
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tention is totally engaged in ordering ene 


and the beſt mode for its removal. ; 
I have the honor to be, &. R.H. CE 
n Whites Plains, November 1, 1776. 


IAM directed by his excellency to acknowledge his 
receipt of your favor of the twenty- eighth ultimo which came 
do hand yeſterday evening, and to tranſmit you- a copy of the 
letter I had the honor of writing you by the Boſton expreſs 
by his command. Had the expreſs been charged with no 
other letter, the loſs would not have been attended with any 
material injury to us, or advantage to the enemy, provided it 
ſhould come to their hands : but there were orhers from his 
excellency, of a very intereſting nature, the miſcarriage of 
which gives him much concern. As the bundle was taken 
away in ſo ſudden and ſecret a manner, I fear there is but 
little hope of recovering it,—being done moſt probably for 
the expreſs purpole of furniſhing the enemy with intelligence, 
and a ſtate of our army. Beſides his excellency's letters, the 
moſt material of which was to Mr. Rutledge, there were five. 
or ſiʒ more from the gentlemen of his family. 

My letters of the twenty-ninth and of yeſterday, which I 
had the honor of addreſſing you, will give a pretty full ac- 
count of our ſituation, and of every matter reſpecting this 
army antecedent to this date. I only omitted to mention 
that we have taken thirteen of che Waldeckers, and that, for 


ſeveral days paſt, our ſcouting parties have brought in one, 


two, or three priſoners. In addition to theſe, we have every 
day a deſerter or two. 

About ſix o'clock this morning, a * arrived * 
lord Stirling (who is with his brigade between two and three 
miles from White-Plains, on our right, and rather nearer 
the North- river) with intelligence that the enemy were ad- 
vancing towards him in two columns. This information 
has carried his excellency and aides out. The reſult of their 
| movement 
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m&ement I have not heard: but moſt likely they are pur- 
| ſuing their original deſign of getting. by our flanks and ſeiz- 
ing the heights above us. Every precaution is taking to 
prevent them, and to hurry away our ſtores to a more inte- 
rior part of the country. * 

I have the honor to be, &c. R. H. Hannon. 
P. S. His excelleney has juſt returned, and ſays the alarm 
was premature. It aroſe from ſome of lord Stirling's advanced 
guards ſeeing a body of our men who had been ordered to rein- 
force him, who were ſuppoſed to be the enemy. His excellen- 
cy is very apprehenſive that the army will be greatly diſtrefſed 
for want of proviſion, particularly in the article of flour, 
owing to the water-conveyance, both in the North and Eaſt 
river, being in the enemy's poſſeſſion. He has wrote to the 
convention of this ſtate, and directed Mr. Trumbull, that 
their utmoſt exertions in this inſtance may be uſed. There 
is a good deal of flour on the Jerſey fide: but there is no 
other way to get it, but by carting and ferrying it over to 
Peekſkill. This I have wrote to general Greene to have 
done, by his excellency's direction. 


—ͤ — 


Sin, White-Plains, November 3, 1776. 

BI command of his excellency, I have the honor to 
inform you that our fituation is nearly the ſame as when I 
had the pleaſure of writing you laſt. It is altered in no in- 
ſtance, unleſs in the number of our troops, which is every 
day decreaſing by their moſt ſcandalous deſertion and re- 
turn home, The incloſed letter from general Parſons, who 
is ſtationed near the Saw-pits, and which his excellency di- 
rected me to tranſmit, will inform you of the prevalency of 


this diſgraceful practice. 
I have the honor to be, &c. R. H. HARRISON. 
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BY command of his excellency; I have the honor to 
acknowledge his receipt of your favor of the twenty-fourth ul. 
timo, and to inform you that he eſteems the plan you pro- 
- poſe to lay before Congreſs, for preventing more rations be- 
ing drawn than may be due, well calculated to anſwer the 
end. That reſpecting the ſick ſeems to him not entirely 
perfect. The captains or commanders of companies are 
prohibited from drawing pay for ſuch fiek as may be dif- 
charged from the hoſpitals as unfit for ſervice. If, during 
their ſtay, and before it can be known whether their caſe 
will or will not admit of their return, it ſhould become ne- 
ceflary to make up a regimental pay- abſtract, in what man- 
ner are the officers to make up their volls f are Fa Orr 
clude the ſick, or not? 
A s this is a caſe which may and muſt of neceſſity fre- 
20 quently happen, it appears to his excellency that the intend- 
ed regulations ſhould be more general, and reſtrain the of- 
ficers from including in their pay-abſtracts or rolls all the 
fick they ſend to the hoſpitals, and the pay due 'em previ- 
| ous to their going. In ſuch caſe, choſe, who are diſcharged 
as unfit for ſervice may receive their pay as intended; 
and thoſe who return to duty can obtain what was due to 
them when the regiment was paid, by applying to the pay- 
| maſter. with the officer and ſurgeon's' certificates, or be in- 
cluded in a ſubſequent abſtract. The inconveniences and 
abuſes which are deſigned to be remedied. by theſe regula- 
tions, his excellency does not apprehend. to ariſe ſo much 
from neceſſity (as incident to the nature of armies), as from 
the imperfect inſtitution of the preſent, and the great mix- 
ture and diverſity of troops compoling it, and alſo from the 
inattention of the officers, * * * 
The defenceleſs ſtate of Pennſylyania, as conmunicated 
| by 
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by the committee of fafety to your honorable body, is a mat- 
ter of much concern to his excellency, which is not a little 
aggravated by the part too many ſeem ready to take in fa- 
vor of the enemy. He truſts, however, the defeCtion will be 
too inconſiderable to threaten any alarming conſequences. 
Before the receipt of your letter, his excellency had wrote 
to the commanding officer of the Virginia regiments at Tren- 
ton, directing him to march them forward towards general 
Greene's poſt, and there remain under his command till fur- 
ther orders, unleſs ſpecial inſtructions had been or ſhould be 
given to the contrary by Congreſs,. or for their AS 
deſtination. 
Agreeable to your requeſt, his excellency hon conſulted 
with general Lee upon the beſt mode for employing the 
French gentlemen, and making them ſerviceable. The re- 
ſult is that they ſhould be appointed to regiments by Con- 
greſs according to the ranks they have been pleaſed to give 
them, and with the ſame pay as is allowed other officers in 
ſuch caſes. Their want of our language is rather an objec- 
tion: but it is hoped they will attain a ſufficient know- 
ledge of it, ere it be long, to be of great ſervice z and that, 
in the interim, their advice and affiſtance in directing of 
works may be of uſe where they may be ſtationed. 


With great reſpect, I have the honor to be, &c. 
| R. H. HarrioN, 


Sn, 8 White-Plains, November 6, 1776. 


I HAVE the honor to inform you that on yeſterday 
morning the enemy made a ſudden and unexpected move- 
ment from the ſeyeral poſts they had taken in our front. 
They broke up their Whole encampments the preceding 
night, and have advanced towards Kingſbridge and the 
North-river. The deſign. of this'manceuvre is a matter of 
much conjecture and ſpeculation, and cannot be accounted 
for with any degree of certainty. The grounds we had taken 

Vor. I. X poſſe ſſion 


Inn the ſouthein ſtates- they will find it milder, and much 
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poſſeſſion of were ſtrong and advantageous, and ſuch as they 
could not have gained without much lofs of blood in cafe an 
attempt had been made. I had taken every poſlible precau- 
tion to prevent their outflanking us j—which may have led 
to the preſent meaſure. They may ſtill have in view their 
original plan, and, by a ſudden wheel, try to accompliſh It. 
Detachments are conſtantly out to obſerve their motions, and 
to harraſs them as much as poſſible. 
In conſequence of this movement I called a council of ge- 
neral officers to-day, to conſult of ſuch meaſures as ſhould 
de adopted in caſe they purſued their retreat to New-York; 
the reſule of which'is herewith tranſmitted. In reſpect to 
myſelf, I cannot indulge an idea that general Howe, fup- - 
poling he is going to New-York, means to cloſe the cam- 
paign, and to fit down without attempting ſomething more, 
1 think it highly probable, and almoſt certain, chat he, will 
make a deſcent with a part of his troops into Jerſey : and, 
as ſoon as I am ſatisfied that the preſent manceuvre is real 
and not a feint, I ſhall uſe every means in my power to for- 
ward a part of our force to counteract his deſigns : nor ſhall 
I be diſappointed if he ſends a detachment to the ſouthward | 
for the purpoſe of making a winter campaign. 
From the information I have received, there is now a | 
number of tranſports at Red-Hook, with about three thou- / 
ſand troops on board, Their deſtination, as given out, is to 
Rhode-liland : but this ſeems altogether improbable for va- 
rious reaſons ; among others, the ſeaſon is much agaiglt it. 


B. 38 2 So 3 © » 
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more favorable for their purpoſes. I ſhall take the liberty 
of mentioning that it may not be improper-to ſuggeſt the 
probability of ſuch a meaſure to the aflemblies and conven- 
tions in thoſe ſtares, that they may be on their guard, —and 
the propriety of their eſtabliſhing and laying up magazines of 
proviſions and other neceſſaries in ſuitable places. This is 2 
matter of exceeding ' importance, and us” cannot be too 


much attended to. | 
From 


— 
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From the approaching difſolution' of the army, and the de- . 
parture of the new levies which is on the eve of taking place, 
and the little proſpect of levying a new one in time; I have 
wrote to the eaſtern ſtates by the unanimous advice of the 
general officers, to forward ſupplies of militia in the room of 
thoſe that are now here, and who, it is feared, will not be 
prevailed on to ſtay any longer than the time they are en- 
gaged for. The propriety of this application, I truſt, will 
appear; when it is known that not a ſingle officer is yet com- 
miſſioned to recruit, and when it is cotifidered how eſſential 
it is to keep up ſome ſhew of force and ſhadow of an army. 

expect the enemy will bend their force againſt Fort- 
"Waſhington, and inveſt it immediately. From ſome advices, 
it is an object that will attract their earlieſt attention. 

I am happy to infortn you, that, in the engagement on 
monday ſe*nnight, I have reaſon to believe our loſs was by 
no means fo confiderable as was conjectured at firſt. "By 
ſome deſerters and priſoners we are told, that of the enemy 
was tolerably great: ſome accounts make it about four hun- 
dred in killed and wounded: all agree that among the former 
there was a colonel Carr of the thirty>fifth regiment. 

The force that will be ſent to Jerſey after I am ſatisfied of 
Mr. Howe's retreat, in addition to thoſe now there, accord- 
ing to my preſent opinion, will ntake it neceflary for me to 
go with them, to put things in a proper channel, and ſuch a 
way of defence as ſhall ſeem moſt probable to check the pro- 
greſs gf the enemy, in cafe they ſhould attempt a deſcent 
there, or a move toward Philadelphia. | 

I have the honor to be, &Cc. G. W. 


— {=—_ __ 


* To. the Board of War: 


GENTLEMEN, _ W hite-Plains, November 8, 1776. 
I HAVE been favored with yours of the thirty-firſt , 


| tim, by-monſicur Laytatiiae, and muſt take the liberty of 
X 2 | referring 
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referring you to my former letters upon the ſubject of pro- 
viding for the French gentlemen who ſhall incline to enter 
the ſeryice of the ſtates. To me it appears that one of two 
modes muſt be adopted: they muſt either be appointed to 
places in ſome of the regiments, or formed into a diſtinct 
corps. The former was adviſed as the moſt eligible in re- 
ſpect to the gentlemen Who were here before. It requires 
time to ſorm an accurate opinion of the merits of an oſſicer; 


and the preſent ſituation of the army will not allow me to it 
pay a particular attention to monſieur Laytaniac, or ſuch no- Q 
tice as he may wiſh to receive, or I to give: nor is there any p 
way of making his ſtay here agreeable. KY 
I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

| ec 

| fr 

| | th 

Six, White-Plains, November 9, 1116. 11 

1 HAVE the honor to tranſmit you a copy of a letter in 

from general Gates to general Schuyler, and of another my 
paper containing intelligence reſpecting the northern army ſity 
and the ſituation of the enemy in that department. They apf 
this minute came to hand; and to them I beg leave to refer the 
you for particulars. pec 
By every information I can an and the accounts I had the 
laſt night by two deſerters who were very intelligent and ſtay 
particular, general Howe ſtill has in view an expedition to and 
the Jerſeys, and is preparing for it with the greateſt induſtry. witl 
I have detached the firſt diviſion of our troops which ws canr 
thought neceſſary to be ſent, and which I hope will crob [ 
the river at Peekſkill to-day. The ſecond, I expect, vil peac 
all march this evening; and to-morrow morning [I propos af. 8. 


to follow myſelf, in order to, put things in the beſt train! 
can, and to give him every poſſible oppoſition.— I hope 
(when the two diviſions arrive, and are joined to ſuch othe 
force as I expect to collect) to check his progreſs and pr 
vent him from penetrating any diſtance from the river, i 
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not to oblige him to return immediately with ſome loſe. 
Whatever is in my power to effect, ſhall be done. 7 
I have the honor to be, &c. h | __G.MW, 


13 Peekſkill, November 11, 1776. 

I HAVE only time to acknowledge the honor of your 
letter of the fifth inſtant, and its ſeveral incloſures, and to 
inform you, that, agreeable to the reſolves of Congreſs, I 1 
ſhall uſe every meaſure in my power that the moving and 
preſent confuſed ſtate of the army will admit of, to appoint 
olficers for recruiting. 

You will have been adviſed, before this, of as arrival of 
commiſſioners from the Maſſachuſetts. Others have come 
from Connecticut: but, from the preſent appearance of 
things, we ſeem but little if any nearer to levying an army. 
I had anticipated the reſolve reſpecting the militia, by writ- 
ing to the eaſtern ſtates and to the Jerſey, by the advice of 
my general officers, and from a conſciouſneſs of the neceſ- 
ſity of getting in a number of men if poſſible, to keep up the 
appearance of an army. How my applications will ſucceed, 
the event muſt determine. I have little or no reaſon to ex- 
pect that the militia now here will remain a day longer than 
the time they firſt engaged for. I have recommended their 
ſtay, and requeſted it in general orders. General Lincoln 
and the Maſſachuſetts commiſſioners are uſing their intereſt 
with thoſe from that ſtate : but, as far as I can judge, we 
cannot rely on their ſtaying. 

I left White Plains about eleven o'clock yeſterday Re” 
peace then. "The enemy appeared to be preparing for their 
expedition to Jerſey according to every information. What 
their deſigns are, or whether their preſent conduct i is not a 
feint, I cannot determine. 

'The Maryland and Virginia troops under lord Stirling 
have croſſed the river, as have part of thoſe from the Jerſey ; 
the remainder are now embarking. The troops, judged ne- 


| X 3 ceſſary 
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eeffary to ſecure the ſeveral poſts through the Highlands, 


have alſo got up. I am going to examine the paſſes, and 
direct ſuch works as may appear neceflaryz after which, 


and making the beſt diſpoſition I can of things in this quar- 
ter, I intend to proceed to Jerſey, which I expect t to do to- 
morrow. | 


The aſſemblies of Maſſachuſetts and Connecticut, to in- 


| ke their men more readily to engage in the ſervice, have 


yoted an advance pay of twenty ſhillings per month, in ad- 
dition to that allowed by the Congreſs to privates. It may 
perhaps be the means of their levying the quotas exactel 
from them ſooner than they could otherwiſe have been raiſ- 
ed: but I am of opinion, a more fatal and miſtaken policy 
could not have entered their councils, or one more detri- 
mental to the general cauſe. The influence of the vots. 
will become continental, and materially affect the other 
ſtates in making up their levies, If they could do it, I am 
certain, when the troops come to act together, that jealouſy, 
imparience and mutiny, would: neceflarily ariſe. A diffcr- 
eat pay cannot exiſt in the ſame army. The reaſons are ob- 


: vious, and experience has proved their force in the caſe of 


the eaſtern and ſouthern troops laſt ſpring. Senſible of this, 
and of the pernicious conſequences that would inevitably re- 
ſult from the adyance, I have preyented the commiſſioners 


from proceeding or publiſhing their terms till they could 


obtain the ſenſe of Congreſs upon the ſubject, and remon- 
ſtrated againſt it in a letter to goyernor Trumhull. I am 
not ſingular in opinion: I have the concutrence of all the 
gory officers, of its fatal tendency. 

- I congratulate you and Congreſs upon the news from 
Tlevoderogh; and that general Carleton and his army have 
peen obliged to return to Canada without qerempting any 
thing, 

Ib the hong tobe) he ff BW 
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| | Sin, 13 General Greene's Quarters, Nov. 14, 1776. 


I HAVE the honor to inform you of my arrival here 
yeſterday, and that the whole of the troops belonging to the 
ſtates, which lay ſouth of Hudſon's-river, and which were in 
New-York government, have paſſed over to this fide, except 

the regiment, lately colonel Smallwood's, which I expect is 
now on their march. | 

| That they may be ready to checks any incurſions the 
enemy may attempt in this neighborhood, I intend to 
quarter them at Brunſwic, Amboy, Elizabethtown, Newark, 
and About this place, unlefs Congreſs ſhould conceive it ne- 
ceſſary for any of them to be ſtationed at or more contigu- 
> -ous to Philadelphia. In ſuch caſe they will be pleaſed to 
ſignify their pleaſure. There will be very few of them after 
the departure of thoſe who were engaged for the flying 
camp, which is faſt approaching. The diſpoſition I have 
mentioned ſeems to me well calculated for the end propoſed, 
and alſo for their accommodation. | 
The movements and deſigus of the enemy are not yet un- 
derſtood. Various are the opinions and reports on this head. 
From every information, the whole have removed from 
Dobbs's ferry towards Kingſbridge; and it ſeems to be gene- 
rally believed on all hands, that the inveſting of Fort- Waſhi- 
ington is one object they have in view: but that can em- 
ploy but a ſmall part of their force. Whether they intend a 
ſouthern expedition, muſt be determined by time: to me 
there appears a probability of it, which ſeems to be favored 
by the advices we have that many tranſports are wooding 
and watering. General Greene's letter would give you the 
ſubſtance of the intelligence brought by Mr. Merſereau 
from Staten-Ifland in this inſtance, which he received before 
it came to me. 0 

Incloſed you have copies of two letters from general 
Howe, and of my anſwer to the firſt of them. The letter 
alluded to, and returned in his laſt, was one from myſelf to 
oh „ | Mrs, 
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Mrs. Waſhington, of the twenty-fiſth ultimo, ſrom whence 
I conclude that all the letters which went by the Boſton ex- 
preſs have come to his poſſeſſion. You will alſo-perceiye 
that general Howe has requeſted the return of Peter Jack, 


a ſervant to major Stewart, to which I have conſented, as he 


was not in the military line, and the requiſition agreeable to 
the cuſtom of war. This ſervant having been ſent to Philadel- 
phia with the Waldeckers and other priſoners, I muſt requeſt 
the favor of you to have him conveyed to general Greene by 
the earlieſt opportunity, in order that he may be returned to 
his maſter. 

Before I conclude, I beg leave not 5 to ſuggeſt bot to 


urge the neceſſity of increaſing our field artillery very conſider- 


ably. Experience has convinced me, as it has every gen- 
tleman of diſcernment in this army, that, while we remain 
ſo much inferior to the enemy in this inſtance, we muſt 
carry on the war under .infinite diſadvantages, and without 
the ſmalleſt probability of ſucceſs. It has been peculiarly 
owing to the ſituation of the country where their operations 
have been conducted, and to the rough and ſtrong grounds 


we poſſeſſed ourſelves of, and over which they had to paſs, 


that they have not carried their arms, by means of their ar- 
tillery, to a much greater extent. When theſe difficultics 
ceaſe by changing the ſcene of action to a level champaign 
country, the worſt of conſequences are to be apprehended. 
I would therefore, with the concurrence- of all the officers 
whom I have ſpoken to upon the ſubject, ſubmit ta the conſi- 
deration of Congreſs whether immediate meaſures ought not 
to be taken for procuring a reſpeCtable train. 

It is agreed on all hands that each batallion ſhould be fur- 
niſhed at leaſt with two picces, and that a ſmaller number 
than a hundred of three pounds, fifty of fix pounds, and 
fifty of twelve pounds, ſhould not be provided, in addition 
to thoſe we now have. Relides theſe, if ſome eighteen 
and twenty-four-pounders are ordered, the train will be more 
ſerviceable and complete. The whole ſhould be of braſs, 


for 
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for the moſt obvious reaſons : they will be much more port- 
able; not half ſo liable to burſt ; and, when they do, no da- 
mage is occaſioned by it, and they may be caſt over again. 
The ſizes before deſcribed ſhould be particularly attended 
to: if they are not, there will be great reaſon to expect miſ- 
takes and confuſion in the charges in time of aCtion, as it 
has frequently happened in the beſt-regulated armies. The 
diſparity between thoſe I have mentioned and ſuch as are of 
an intermediate ſize is diſhcult to diſcern. | 

It is alſo agreed that a regiment of artilleriſts, with ap- 
proved and experienced officers, ſhould be obtained if poſſi- 


ble, and ſome engineers of known reputation and abilities. 1 


am ſorry to ſay, too ready an indulgence has been had to ſe- 
veral appointments in the latte inſtance, and that men have 
been promoted, who ſeem to me to know but little if any 
thing of the buſineſs. 

Perhaps this train, &c, may be looked upon by ſome as ; large 
and expenſive. True, it will be ſo : but when it is conſider- 
ed that the enemy, having effected but little in the courſe of 
the preſent campaign, will uſe their utmoſt efforts to ſubju- 
gate us in the next, every confideration of that ſort ſhould be 
diſregarded, and every poſlible preparation made to fruſtrate 
their * * attempts. How they are to be procured, is to 
be inquired into.— That we .cannot provide them among 
_ ourſelves, or more than a very ſmall proportion, ſo trifling as 
not to deſerve our notice, is evident. Therefore I would ad- 
viſe, with all imaginable deference, that, without any abate- 
ment of our own internal exertions, application ſhould be im- 
mediately made to ſuch powers as can and may be willing to 
ſupply them. They cannot be obtained too early, if ſoon 


enough: and I am told they may be _ had from France 


and Holland, 

Mr. Trumbull the commiſſary-general has frequently men- 
tioned to me of late the inadequacy of his pay to his trouble 
and the great riſk he is ſuhject to on account of the large 
ſums of money which " through his hands. He hag 
ſtated 
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tated his cafe with a view of laying it before Congreſs and 
-obtaining a more adequate compenſation. - My. ſentiments 
upon the ſubject are already known: but yet I ſhall take the 
Mberty ao add that I think his complaint to be well founded, 


nl pers eanſidering the important duzes and rides of his 
bs wificepby no means ſufficient, and that the footing he ſeems 
| 40 think n LOI appears jultions reaſon- 
© Ublec © 


3 be dene dere RY long face to n 
Hdwe and agreed to by him, for an exchange of priſoners 


n conſequence of the reſolutions of Congreſs to that effect, 


I ſhall be extremely happy if you will give directions to the 
committees and thoſe having the charge of priſoners in the 
ſeveral ſtates ſouth of Jerſey, to tranſmit me proper liſts of 
the names of all the commiſſioned officers, and of their 


. ranks and the corps they belong to; alſo the number of non- 
- xommiſhoned ànd privates, and their reſpective regiments. 


You' will perceive by his letter, he ſuppoſes me to have af- 


> 007 een ee mmm“ | 
| "_—_ had made, 


I propoſe to ſtay in this neighborhood a few days, i in 
with time I expect the deſigns of the enemy will be more 


diſcloſed, and their incurſions be made in this quarter, or 


weir inveſtiture of Fort-Waſhington, if they are intended. 


I haye'the honor to be, &c, G. W. 


To the Board of War, | 


"4 i Gan Greene's Quar ters, November 1H. 1776, 


© GENTLEMEN, . 


| ON wedneſday evening I dd the 955 of your 
letter of the eighth inſtant, i in confequence of which I ſtopped 


he flag that was going in with the ladies you mention, 


pointing out to them the neceſſity of the meaſure, and re- 
. them to write to * huſbands and con- 


nexions 
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nexions to obtain general Howe's aſſurances for the releaſe 


of Mrs. Lewis, and Mrs. Robinſon and her children, with. * * © 108 
their baggage, as the condition on which they will be per- 10 
mitted to go in themſelves. Theſe terms I can only extend 
to Mrs. Barrow and Mrs. Kemp who had never obtained ff | 
leave; Mrs. Watts had, and my promiſe that ſhe ſhould go 1 i £5 | | 17 


in. The whole however were prepared to go, when the 


letter reached Newark, The mode I have adopted ſeems : 


moſt likely, and the only proper one, to procure the enlarge» 
ment of our ladies, which I wifh for much. 108 


- he TEC | 
I amy gentlemen, with great reſpect, &c, — G. W. 3 


e 


8 wy Hackinſac, November 15 nb. WT 
HAVING given my promiſe to general Howe, s f 


his application, that Peter Jack, a ſervant of major Stewart, 
who was ſent to Philadelphia with the Waldeckers and other 
priſoners and who has nothing to do in the military line, 


ſhould be returned to his maſter agreeable-to the uſage of 


war in ſuch caſes, I muſt take the liberty to requeſt the 
fayor of you to have him conveyed to general Greene by the 
eatlieſt opportunity, that he may be forwarded to his maſter 
in compliance with my promiſe, _ 

I alſo wiſh that you would have all the Britiſh priſonery 
collected that you conveniently can, and ſent to me as ſoon 
as poſſible with the Heſhan priſoners, that I may exchange 
them. The return of the latter I think will be- attended 
with many ſalutary conſequences : but, ſhould” it be made. 


without that of a large proportion of other troops, it wil | 


carry the marks of deſign, and occaſion precautions to be 
taken to prevent the ends we have in vie 


I have the honor to be, &e, „ 


. 
.. A. 
: - Y 
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Sin, General Greene Quarters, Nov. 16, 1776, 

SINCE I had the honor of addreſſing you laſt, an 

important event has taken place, of which I wiſh to give you 
the earlieſt intelligence. 

The preſervation of the paſſage of the North-river was an 
object of ſo much conſequence that I thought no pains or 
expenſe too great ſor that purpoſe : and therefore, after 
ſending off all the valuable ſtores except ſuch as were neceſ- 
ſary for its defence, I determined, agreeable to the advice of 
moſt of the general officers, to riſk ſomething to defend the 
poſt on the eaſt fide, called Mount-Waſhington. 

When the army moved up in conſequence of general 
Howe's landing at Frog-point, colonel Magaw was left on 
that command, with about twelve hundred men, and orders 
given to defend it to the laſt. Afterwards, reflecting upon 
the ſmallneſs of the garriſon, and the difficulty of their hold- 
ing it if general Howe ſhould fall down upon it with his 
whole force, I wrote to general Greene who had the com- 
mand on the Jerſey ſhore, directing him to govern himſelf 
by circumſtances, and to retain or evacuate the poſt as he 
ſhould think beſt, and revoking the abſolute order to colonel. 
Magaw to defend the poſt to the laſt extremity.—General 
Greene, ſtruck with the importance of the poſt, and the diſ- 
couragement which our evacuation of poſts muſt neceſſarily 
have given, reinforced colonel Magaw with detachments 
from ſeveral regiments of the flying camp, but chiefly of 
Pennſylvania, ſo as to make up the number about two thou» 
ſand. 

In this ſituation things were yeſterday, when general 
Howe demanded the ſurrendry of the garriſon, to which co- 
lonel Magaw returned a. ſpirited refuſal. Immediately 
upon receiving an account of this tranſaction, I came from 
Hackinſac to this place, and had partly croſſed the North- 
river when I met general Putnam and general Greene, who 
were juſt returning from thence, and informed me that the 

troops 
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troops were in high ſpirits, and would make a good n 
and it being late at night, I returned. 


Early this morning colonel Magaw poſted his troops party | 


in the lines thrown up by our army on our firſt coming thi- 
ther from New-York, and partly on a commanding hill lying 
north of Mount-Waſhington,—the lines being all to the 
ſouthward. In this poſition ' the attack began about ten 
o'clock, which our troops ſtood, and returned the fire in 
ſuch a manner as gave me great hopes the enemy was en- 


tirely repulſed. But at this time a body of troops croſſed 


Haerlem-river in boats, and landed inſide of the ſecond lines, 
our troops being then engaged in the firit, 
Colonel Cadwallader, who commanded in the lines, ſent 
off a detachment to oppoſe them: but they, being over- 
powered by numbers, gave way; upon which, colonel Cad- 
wallader ordered his troops to retreat in order to gain the 
fort. It was done with much confuſion; and the enemy 
eroſſing over came in upon them in ſuch a manner, that a 
number of them ſurrendered. 
Alt this time the Heſſians advanced on the north fide of 
the fort in very large bodies. They were received by the 
troops poſted there, with proper ſpirit, and kept back a con- 
ſiderable time: but at length they were alſo obliged to ſub- 
mit to a ſuperiority of numbers, and retire under the can- 
non of the fort. | 

The enemy, having advanced thus far, halted; and imme- 
diately a flag went in, with a repetition of the demand of the 
fortreſs, as I ſuppoſe. At this time I ſent a billet to colonel 
Magaw, directing him to hold out, and I would endeavor 
this evening to bring off the garriſon, if the fortreſs could 
not be maintained, as I did not expect it could, the enemy 
being poſſeſſed of the adjacent ground. But, before this 
reached him, he had entered too far into a treaty, to retract: 
after which, colonel Cadwallader told another meſſenger 
who went cver, that they had been able to obtain no other 
terms than to ſurrender as priſoners of war. In this ſitua- 
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$ tion matters now fland. 1 have ſtopped general Beall's and 


general Heard's brigades, to preſetve the poſt and ſtores here; 
Reade; ee eee AM to 
effect. 

„ eee ee eee 
aher de: but, from the heavineſs and continuance of the 
fare in ee eee, 
able execution. 

Ibe loſs of ſuch ede of aficers and men, many of 
ſtars hors day reoined widhcragts than tocmon-anention, 
will, I fear, be ſeverely felt 3 but, when that of the arms and 

accoutrements is added, much more ſo; and muſt be a fur- 
ther incentive. to procure as conſiderable a ſupply as poſible 
for the new troops, as ſoon as it can be done. 


- onus ior wh, hv G. w. 
9902 ns 2 = T1 YA | &3 28 a4 c 
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I HAVE not been yetable.to-okidinia padenide ac- 
count of the unhappy affair ob the ſixteenth, nor of the 
terms on which the garriſon ſurrendered. The intelligence 


chat has come to hand is not ſo full and accurate as I could 
viſh. One of the artillery, whoſe information is moſt direct, 


and who eſcaped on ſunday night, ſays the enemy's loſs was 
very conſiderable, eſpecially in the attack made above the 
fort by the diviſion of Heſſians that marched from Kingſ- 
bridge, and  where-licutenantecolonel Rawlins, of. the late 


Colonel Stephenſon's regiment, was poſted. 


They burned yeſterday one or two houſes on the lieights, 


| and contiguous to the fort, and appeared, by advices from 


general Greene, to be moving in the evening their main 
body down towards the city. Whether they will cloſe the 
campaign without attempting ſomething more, or make an in- 
curſion into PEI cee engeren ee e 


e \ 


As Fort-Lee was always eie! as s only nocelliey.in 
7 | conjunction 
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conjunction with that on the eaſt ſide of the river; to pre“ 
ſerye the communication acroſs, and to prevent the ene! 
my from a free navigation, it has become of no importance 
by the loſs of the other, or not ſo material as to employ a 
force ſor its defence. Being viewed in this light, and apa 
prehending that the ſtores there would be precariouſſy fitus | 
ated, their removal has been determined on to Boundbrook 
above Brunſwic, Princeton, Springfield, and Acequackenun 
bridge, as places that will not be fubject to ſudden danger in 
caſe the enemy ſhould paſs the river, and which have beert . 
thought proper as repoſitories for ſome of our ſtores of pros. ' 
viſion and forage. tanks .- - 
The troops belonging to the Aying camp n : 
Heard and Beall, with what remains of general Ewing's . 
brigade, are now at Fort-Lee, where they will continues till 
the ſtores are got away; By the time that is effected, e 
term of enliſtment will be near expiring; and, if the enemy 
ſhould make a puſh in this quarter, the only troops that 
there will be to oppoſe them, will be Hand's, Hazlett's; 
the regiments from Virginia, and that, lately Smallwood'ss 
the latter greatly reduced by the loſſes it ſuſtained on 
Long-Iſland, &c, and ſickneſs: nor are the reſt by” any 
means complete. In addition to theſe, I am told there are 2 
few of the militia of this ſtate, who have been called in 
by governor Livingſton. I ſhall make ſuch a diſpoſition of 
the whole at Brunſwic and at the intermediate poſts, as ſhall 
ſeem moſt likely to guard againſt the deſigns of the enemy; 
and to prevent them making an en or N 
detached parties. ; MENS 
The incloſed letter from colonels Miles and Atlee wilt 
ſhew Congrels the diſtreſſed ſituation of our priſoners in News 
Vork; and their diſtreſs will become greater every day by 
the cold inclement ſeaſon that is approaching. It will de 
happy if ſome expedient can be adopted, by which they 
may be * with neceſſary. blankets and clothing: |; 
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Humanity and the good of the ſervice require it.] think 
the mode ſuggeſted by theſe gentlemen, for eſtabliſhing a 
credit, appears as likely to ſucceed, and as eligible, as any 
that occurs to me. It is probable many articles that may 
be wanted can be obtained there, and upon better terms 
than elſewhere. In reſpect to proviſion, their allowance 
perhaps is as good as the ſituation of general Howe's ſtores 
will admit of: it has been ſaid of late by deſerters and 
others that they were rather ſcant. 

By a letter from the paymaſter- general, of the 3 
4 he ſays there will be a neceſſity that large and early remit- 
tances ſhould be made him. The demands, when the troops 
now in ſervice are diſmiſſed, will be extremely great. Be- 
fides, the bounty to recruits will require a large ſupply ; and 
he adds that the commiſſary-general has informed him, that, 
between this and the laſt of . he ſhall have oc- 
caſion for a million of dollars. 
November 21.— The unhappy affair of che ſixteenth 


bas been ſucceeded by further misfortunes. Yeſterday 


morning a large body of the enemy landed between Dobbs's 
ferry and Fort-Lee. Their object was, evidently, to incloſe 
the whole of our troops and ſtores that lay between the 
North and Hackinſac rivers, which form a very narrow neck 
of land. For this purpoſe, they formed and marched as 


foon as they had aſcended the high grounds towards the fort. 


Upon the firſt information of their having landed, and of 
their movements, our men were ordered to meet them: but 
finding their numbers | greatly ſuperior, and that they were 
extending themſelves to ſeize on the paſſes over the river, it 
was thought prudent to withdraw our men; which was 
effected, and their retreat ſecured. We+loſt the whole of 
the cannon that was at the fort (except two twelve-poundezs) 
and a great deal of baggage, between two and three hun- 
dred tents, about a thouſand barrels of flour, and other ſtores 


in the quartermaſter's department. This loſs was inevitable. 
2 | Ay 


KK 2 
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As many of the ſtores had been removed as circumſtances 

| 4 c The emmunition had been hap- 
pily got away. ' » / | 

Qur preſent ination between Hatkinſae and Paſaic rivers 

being exactly ſimilar to our late one, and our force here by 
no means adequate to an oppoſition that will promiſe the 
ſmalleſt probability of ſueceſs, we are taking meaſures to 
retire over the waters of the latter, when the beſt diſpoſition 
will be formed that circumſtances will admit of, 

By colonel Cadwallader, who has been permitted by ge- 
neral Howe to return to his friends, I am informed the ſur- 
render of the-garriſon on the ſixteenth was on the common, 
terms as priſoners of war; the loſs of the Heſſians, about 
three hundred privates and twenty-ſeven officers killed and 
wounded ; about forty of the Britiſh troops, and two or 
three officers z the loſs on our fide but inconſiderable. I beg * 
leave to refer you to him for a more particular acrount, and 
alſo for his relation of the diſtreſſes of our priſoners.— 
Colonels Miles and Atlee's letter, mentioned above, upon 
this ſubject, was through miſtake ſent from hence yeſterday 
morning The mode of relief propoſed by them was a 
eredit or ſupply of caſh through the means of Mr. Franks. 
This ſeems to be doubtful, as he is faid to be in confine-. 

ment by colonel Cadwallader, — provided it would have been 
otherwiſe practicable. 1 
J have the honor to be, &c. b G. W. 
P. S. Your. favor of the ſixteenth was duly received. My 
letter to the board of war, on the ſubje& of the return of 
the Waldeckers, I preſume you will have ſeen. * 


— ———————_— 


S1R, AS Newark, November 237 1776. 

I HAVE not yet heard that any proviſion is making 

to ſupply the place of the troops compoſing the flying camp, 
whoſe departure is now. at hand. The ſituation of our 


affairs is truly critical, and ſuch as requires uncommon exer- 
Vox. I, 42 | tions 
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tions on our part. From the movements of the enemy, and 
the information we have received, they certainly will make 
a puſh to poſſeſs themſelves of this part of the Jerſey.—In 
order that you may be fully appriſed of our weakneſs, and 
of the neceſſity there is of our obtaining early. ſuccours, I 
have, by the advice of the general officers here, directed 
general Mifflin to wait on you.. . He is intimately acquainted 
with our circumſtances, and will repreſent * better than 
my hurried ſtate will allow. 
T have wrote to general Lee to come over with the conti- 
nental regiments immediately under his command: thoſe 
with general Heath I have ordered to ſecure the paſſes 
through the Highlands. I have alſo wrote to governor 
Livingſton requeſting of him ſuch aid as may be in his 
power; and would ſubmir it to the conſideration of Con- 
greſs whether application ſhould not be made for part of the 
Pennſylvania militia to ſtep forth at this preſſing time. 
Before I conclude, I would mention, if an early and im- 
mediate ſupply of money could be ſent to Mr. Dalham to 
pay the flying-camp troops, it might have a happy effect. 
They would ſubſiſt themſelves comfortably on their return, 
provide many neceffaries of which they are in great want; 
and moreover it might be the means of ban many, after 
ſeeing their friends, to engage again. 
l expected, on coming here, to have met with many of 
the militia, but find from inquiry that there are not more 
than from four to five hundred at the different poſts. 
I have the honor to be, &c. 7! G. W. 


Sim, 8 Newark, November 27, 1776. 


1 DO myſelf the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your favors of the twenty-firſt and twenty- fourth, with their 
ſeveral incloſures. The execution of the reſolves has bees 
and will be attended to as far as in my power. 


- have wrote to general Schuyler to ſend down as early 
£1193 evi, ** 
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us poſſible the troops in the northern department from this 
and the ſtate of Pennſylvania. The propoſition for exchang- 
ing Mr. Franklin for general Thompſon I ſhall ſubmit to 
general Howe, as ſoon as circumſtances will allow me. 

I have nothing in particular to adviſe you of, reſpecting 
the enemy, more than that they are advancing this way. Part 
of them have paſſed the Pafſaic; and I ſuppoſe the main body 
that they have on this fide the North-river would have done 
the ſame before now (as they are coming on), had their pro- 
greſs not been retarded by the weather which has been 
rainy for ſeveral days paſt. I have ſcouts and detachments 
conſtantly out io harraſs them and watch their motions, and 
to gain, if poſſible, intelligence of their deſigns. 

Colonel Miles, who has been permitted to go to Philadel- 
phia for a few days by general Howe, will deliver you this, 
and inform you of the diſtreſſes of our priſoners, and the ne- 
ceſſity of effeCting their exchange as far as we have priſoners 
to give in return. | 

By a letter from the board of war on the ſubject of an 
exchange, they mention that ſeveral of the priſoners in our 
hands have enliſted: ' It is a meaſure, I think, that cannot 
be juſtified, though the precedent is furniſhed on the fide of 
the enemy: nor do I conceive it good in point of policy. 
But, as it has been done, I ſhall leave it with Congreſs to 
order them to be returned or not, as they ſhall judge fit, 

s I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 


SIR, Brunſwic, November 30, 1776. 

I HAVE been honored with your favor of the twen- 
ty-ſixth, and with its incloſures, by which I perceive the 
meaſures that have been adopted for forwarding a rein- 
forcement of militia, Their arrival is much to be wiſhed, 


the ſituation of our affairs being truly alarming, and ſuch as 


demands the earlieſt aids. As general Mifflin's preſence 
wh have a happy influence on the diſpoſition and temper of 
1 2 - many 
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many of the aſſociators, I ſhall not direct his return ſo long 
as he can be done without, and till it becomes EY 
neceſſary. 

On thurſday morning I left divinity and _ n ye ſ 
terday with the troops that were there. It was the opinion 
of all the generals who were with me, that a retreat to this 
place was requiſite, and founded in neceſſity, as our force 
was by no means ſufficient to make a ſtand, with the leaſt 
probability of fucceſs, againſt an enemy much ſuperior in 
number, and whoſe advanced guards were entering the town 
by the time our rear got out. It was the with of all to 
have remained there longer, and to have halted before we 
came thus far: but, upon due conſideration of -our. ſtrength, 
the circumſtances attending the enliſtment of a great part of 
our little force, and the frequent advices that the enemy 
were embarking or about to embark another detachment for 
Staten-Iſland with a view of landing at Amboy to co- ope- 
rate with this, which ſeemed to be confirmed by the infor- 
mation of ſome perſons who came from the iſland, that they 
were collecting and impreſſing all the waggons they could 
find, —it was judged neceſfary to proceed till we came here, 
not only to prevent their bringing a force to act upon our 
front and rear, but alſo that we might be more convenient 
to oppoſe any troops they might land at South- Amboy, 

which many conjectured to be an object they had in view. 
This conjecture too had probability and fome advices w 
ſupport it. 

I hoped we ſhould tave met with large and early ſuccours 
by this time: but as yet no great number of the militia of 
this ſtate has come in; nor have I much reaſon to expect 
that any conſiderable aid will be derived from the countics 
which lie beyond this river, and in which the enemy are. 

Their ſituation will prevent it in a great meaſure from thoſc 
parts where they are, provided the inclinations of the people 
were good. Added to this, I have no aſſurances that more 


than a very few of the troops compoſing the flying camp wall 
2 remain 
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remain after the time of their engagement is out: ſo far 
from it, I am told that ſome of general Ewing's brigade, 
who ſtand engaged to the firſt of January, are now going 
away. If thoſe go whole ſervice expires this day, our force 
will be reduced to a mere handful, * 
From intelligence received this morning, one diviſion of 
the enemy was advaneed laſt night as far as Elizabethtown, 
and ſome of their quarter- maſters had proceeded about four 

or five miles on this ſide, to provide barns, &c, for their ae- 

commodation. Other accounts ſay another diviſion, com- 

poſed of Heſſians, are on the road through Springfield, and 

are reported to have reached that place laſt night. I do not 

know how far their views extend: but I doubt not, they 

mean to puſh every advantage reſulting from the ſmall num- 

ber and ſtate of our troops. 

I carly began to forward part of the ſtores from this place 
towards Philadelphia. Many are gone t the reſt we are re- 
moving, and hope to ſecure. 

I am, fir, very reſpectfully, e. G. W. 

P. S. I have wrote to governor Livingſton, who is exert- 
ing himſelf to throw in every aſſiſtance, and to have guards 
placed at the ferries to prevent the return * the foldiexs who 


are not diſcharged, 


To the Board of War. 


Head. Quarters, Brunſwic, November 30, 1776, 
GENTLEMEN, 


I AM to acknowledge the receipt. of your * of 
the eighteenth, nineteenth, and twenty-third inſtant, which, 
from the unſettled ſituation of our affairs, I have not been 
able to anſwer before. That of the cighteenth incloſes a liſt 
of ſtores [imported] in the Hancock-and-Adams continental 
ſhip, and carried into Dartmouth in New-England,—with a 
xclolve of Congrels to deliver the muſkets, powder, lead, and 
Y 3 Alints, 
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flints, to my order. As the other articles of the cargo will 
pe full as uſeful to the army as thoſe included in the reſolye, 
I would adviſe that directions be given to have the whole 
cargo removed from Dartmouth to ſome ſecure place in the 
neighborhood of Philadelphia, aud there depoſited till call. 
* ed for. It is by no means proper that ſo great a-quantity of 
military ſtores ſhould be lodged with the army, eſpecially at 
preſent, as we know not to-day where we ſhall be abliged to 
remove to-morrow :- and that will in all probability be the 
caſe while the enemy continue with a light army on this Tide 
the North-river, 

In anſwer to that part of yours of the Sneaks in which 
you aſk my advice as to the propriety of enliſting priſoners 
of war, I would juſt obſerve, that, in my opinion, it is nei- 
ther conſiſtent with the rules of war, nor politic: nor can 
I think, that, becauſe our enemies have committed an unjuſ- 
tifiable action, by enticing, and, in ſome inſtances, intimi- 
dating our men into their ſervice, we ought to follow their 
example. Before I had the honor of yours on this ſubject, 
J had determined to remonſtrate to general Howe on this 
head. As to thoſe few who have already enliſted, I would 
not have them again withdrawn and ſent in, becauſe they 
might be ſubjected to puniſhment : but I would have the 
practice diſcontinued in future. If you will revert to the 
capitulation of St. John's and Chamblee, you will find an 
expreſs ſtipulation 'againſt the n the priſoners taken 
there. 

I remarked that the enliſtment of priſoners was not a po- 
litic ſtep :—my reaſon is this, that in time of danger I have 
always obſerved ſuch perſons moſt backward, for fear (I ſup- 
poſe) of falling into the hands of their former maſters, from 
whom they expect no mercy :: and this fear they are apt to 
communicate to their fellow-ſoldiers. They are alſo molt 
ready to deſert when any action is expected, hoping, by 
carrying intelligence, to ſecure their peace. 

I met captain n on the road; and, gs equa 
of 
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of his family did not admit of delay, I permitted him to go 
immediately to New-York, not having the leaſt doubt but 
general Howe will make a return of any officer of equal rank 
who ſhall be required. 

I have the honor to be, &c. | G. W. 


„ # Santis 8 I, 1776. 


| I YESTERDAY had the honor of writing you, and 
Wes you of our arrival here, I am now to inform you 
that the enemy are ſtill advancing, and that their van- guard 
| had proceeded as far as Bonem, a ſmall town about four 
miles this fide of Woodbridge, according to my laſt intel- 
ligence, As to their number, reports are various. Some 
ſay they were joined yeſterday by a conſiderable reinforce- 
ment from Staten-Iſland. How far this fact may be true, 
12 cannot determine: but, from every information, before, 
they were between ſix and ſeven thouſand ſtrong. | 

I have for ſome time paſt ſuppoſed Philadelphia to be the 
object of their movement, and have every reaſon to believe 
my opinion well founded, — the advices of ſundry perſons, 
who have had an opportunity of mixing and converſing with 
them on the march, agreeing that ſuch is the report. I have 
wrote to governor, Livingſton upon the ſubject, requeſting 
kis utmoſt exertions to forward on every ſuccour in his 
power. , The ſame, I truſt, will be attended to in Pennſyl- 
vania. Without a ſufficient number of men and arms, their 
progreſs cannot be checked :—at preſent our force in totally 
inadequate to any attempt. 

Several officers belonging to the enemy, ww were pri- 
ſoners, have obtained permiſſion to return. I have not yet 
ſent in the names of thoſe belonging to us, that are to be 
exchanged for them. By a Virginia paper, I perceive. that 
captain Morgan and lieutenant Heath, who were taken pri- 
foners at Quebec, and now on parole, are promoted in the 
bn arrangement of oſſicers in that ſtate, the former to a 

T4 regiment, 
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regiment, the latter to a majority. It would be well if they 
were releaſed : but, being Virginians, and not knowing that 
any gentlemen who were taken at the ſame time are fo cir. 
cumſtanced, I have declined claiming their return without 
the opinion of Congreſs, leſt T Thould incur the charge of 
partiality. 

I have ſent forward colonel H umpton to collect proper 
boats and craft at the ferry for tranſporting our troops: and 
it wilt be of infinite importance to have every other craft, 
beſides what he takes for the above purpoſe, ſecured on the 
welt fide of Delaware: otherwiſe they may fall into the 
enemy's hands and facilitate their views, 

I have the honor to be, &c, SG. W. 

P. 8. Half after one o clocb, P. H. — The enemy are fait 
adyancing : ſome of them are now in ſight. All the men of 
the Jerſey flying camp under general Heard, being applied 
to, have refuſed to cantinue longer in ſervice. 


Sin, December 1, 1776, half after ſeven, P. M. 
IN alittle time after I wrote you this evening, the 
enemy appeared in ſeveral parties on the heights oppoſite 
Brunſwic, and were advancing in a large body towards the 
croſſing- place. We had a ſmart cannonade whilſt we were 
parading our men, but without any or but little loſs on either 
fide.” It being impoſſible to oppoſe them with our preſent 
force with the leaft proſpect of ſucceſs, we ſhall retreat to 
the weſt fide of Delaware (and have advanced about eight 
miles) where it is hoped we ſhall meet a reinforcement ſuffi- 
cient to check their progreſs. I have fent colonel Humpton 
forward to collect the neceſſary boats for our tranſportation, 
and conceive it proper that the militia from Pennſylvania 
ſhould be ordered towards Trenton, that they may de weary 
to join us, and act as occaſion may require, 
I am, fir, your moſt obedient ſervant, G. W. 


25 8. 1 * my letters of yeſterday may arrive ſafe, being 
informed 
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informed that the return expreſs who had them was idling 
his time, and ſhewing them on the road. 


8mm, | Princeton, December 2, 1776. 


I ARRIVED here this morning with our troops be- 
tween eight and nine o'clock, when I received the honor of 
your letter of the firſt with its incloſure. _ 

When the enemy firſt landed on this fide the North-river, 
I apprehended that they meant to make a puſh this way ; and 
knowing that the force which I had was not ſufficient to op- 
poſe them, I wrote to general Lee to croſs with the ſeveral 
continental regiments in his diviſion, and hoped he would 
have arrived before now.—By ſome means or other he has 
been delayed. I ſuppoſe he has paſſed the river, as his let» 
ter of the twenty-ſixth ultimo mentioned that he had march- 
ed a brigade the day before, and ſhould follow the next him- 
felf. The remainder of the troops I conceived neceſſary to 
guard the ſeyeral paſſes through the Highlands; nor do I 
think they can be called from thence, Their number is 
very ſmall, being reduced to very few by the departure of the 
troops who ſtood engaged till the thirtieth ultimo. 

| T underſtand there are now at Briſtol ſeveral priſoners. 
As their exchange at this time cannot be effected with pro- 
priety, I think it will be neceſſary, under the preſent ſituation 
of affairs, to have them removed immediately to ſome more 
interior place, upon their paroles. If they remain, they may 
he of infinite diſadvantage. 

I have the honor to be, &c. | G. W. 


[On the ou tide of the foregoing letter, which is, as uſual, 
adareſſad to the preſident of Congreſs, appears the follows 
ing line, to Mr. Peters, ſecretary to the board of war.] 


Sir, diſpatch an expreſs immediately, to have the priſoners 
at Priſtol removed. R, H. HARRLSox. 
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Sin, Brad: Duarters, ; og Dee. 35 1776. 


1 ARRIVED here myſelf yeſterday morning with 
the main body of the army, having left lord Stirling with 
two brigades at Princeton and that neighborhood, to watch 
the motions of the enemy, and give notice of their approach. 
I am informed that they had not entered Brunſwic yeſterday 
morning at nine o'clock, but were on the oppoſite ſide of the 
Rariton. 

Immediately. on my arrival here, I ordered the removal of 
all the military and other ſtores and baggage over the Dela- 
ware: a great quantity are already got over; and as ſoon as 
the boats come up from Philadelphia, we ſhall load them ; by 
which means I hope to have every thing ſecured this night 
and to-morrow, if we are not diſturbed, Aſter being dif- 
encumbered of my baggage and ſtores, my future ſituation 
will depend entirely upon circumſtances. 

F have not heard a word from general Lee ſince the twen- 


ty-fixth of laſt month; which ſurpriſes me not a little, as l 
have diſpatched daily expreſſes to him, deſiring to know 


when I might look for him. This makes me fearful that 
my letters have not reached him. I am informed by report 
that general St. Clair has joined him with three or four regi- 
ments from the northward. 'To know the truth of this, and 
alſo.when I may expect him, and with what numbers, I have 
this minute diſpatched colonel Steward (general Gates's 
aide-de-camp) to meet general Lee and bring me an ac- 


count. 


I look out earneſtly for the reinforcement from Philadel- 
phia. I am in hopes, that, if we can draw a good head of 
men together, it will give ſpirits to the militia of this ſtate, 


wh have as yet afforded me little or no aſſiſtance; nor can 


I find they are likely to do much. 

General Heard juſt informs me that a 3 on 5 

veracity he can depend, has reported to him that on ſunday 

laſt he counted a hundred and ſeventeen fail of ſhips going 
out 
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out of the Hook. Vou may depend upon being adviſed in- 


ſtantly of any further movement in the enemy's army or 
mine. —I have the honor to be, &c. | G. W. 


SIR, | ' Trenton, December 4, I 776. 


SINCE I had the honor of addreſſing you yeſterday, 
I received a letter from general Lee. On the thirtieth ulti- 
mo he was at Peekſkill, and expected to paſs the river with 
his diviſion two days after. From this intelligence you will 
readily conclude that he will not be able to afford us any 
aid for ſeveral days. The report of general St. Clair's having 
joined him with three or four” regiments, I believe to be al- 
together premature, as he mentions nothing of it. It has 
ariſen, as I am informed, from the return of ſome of the 
Jerſey and Pennſylvania troops from Ticonderoga, whoſe 
time of ſervice is expired. They have reached Pluckemin 
where I have wrote to have them halted and kept together, 
if they can be prevailed on, till further orders. 

The incloſed is a copy of a letter which came to hand laſt 
night from major Clark, to which I beg leave to refer you 
for the intelligence it contains. — The number of the enemy 
ſaid to be embarked is ſuppoſed to be rather exaggerated. 
That there has been an embarkation, is not to be doubted, it 
being-confirmed through various channels. By colonel Grif- 
fin, who went from Brunſwic on ſunday morning with a 
captain Sims, to paſs him by our guards, and who was des» 
tained by lord Cornwallis till monday evening /on account of 
his ſituation, the amount of general Clinton's force, from 
what he could collect from the officers, was about fix thou- 
ſand: as to their deſtination, he could not obtain the leaſt 
information. By him I alſo learn the enemy were in Brunſ- 
wic, and that ſome of their advanced parties had proceeded 
two miles on this fide. The heavy rain that has fallen has 
probably checked their progreſs, and _ prevent their fur- 
ther movement for ſome time. 

I have the honor to be, &. G. W. 


332 GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 
To Richard Peters, Eſquire, Secretary to the Beard of War. 


[ 
S1R, Head. Quarters, Trenton, Dec. 4, 1776. 


YOURS of the twentieth of laſt month was deliver- 
ed to me by the brigadier La Roche de Fermoy, who is now 
here, but unable to render me that ſervice, which, I dare 
fay, from his character, he would, were he better acquainted 
with our language. . 

I yeſterday reccived a letter from you without a date, 
mentioning that the priſoners from York-town were direct- 
ed to halt at Newtown for my orders, On hearing they were 
there, I ſent colonel Moylan to conduct them, and the pri- 
ſoners from Reading who arrived nearly at the ſame time, 
over towards Brunſwic, and deliver them in. - 

I hope you have not ſent captain Price, lieutenant Pea- 
cock, and,major Campbell, on to this place, as it is highly 
_ improper they ſhould ſee and know the fituation of our army 
here and at Princeton. They had better be ſent up, under 
the care of ſome perſon, to Newtown or that neighborhood, 
and there wait the arrival of ſome Jarger party, who, I ima- 
gine, will be ſoon forwarded from Lancaſter, and go in with 
them. | | | 

Lieutenant Symes. came over to me at Brunſwic from 
Bethlehem without the leaſt guard or eſcort ; and a lieute- 
nant of the ſeventh regimeat went through our whole army, 
and was at laſt diſcoyered by a mere accident. He had a 
paſs from the council of ſafety, and that was all. Such an 
irregular mode of ſuffering priſoners to go in alone muſt be 
put a ſtop to, or the enemy will be as well acquainted with 
our ſituation as we ar? ourſelves. If they are left at liberty 
to chuſe their on route, they will always take that through 
our army, for reaſons too obvious to mention. 

I am, fr, your moſt obedient ſervant, S. W. 

I have been obliged to ſend down a number of our ſick to 
Philadelphia, to make room ſor the troops, and to remove 
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them out of the way. Be pleaſed to have ſome care taken 
to have them properly accommodated. I ſhould think part 
of the Houſe⸗-of- employment might be procured for that 
purpoſe. I have-ordered down an officer frem each regiment, 
and à ſurgeon's mate, if they can be ſpared : but I hope they 
will not want the aſſiſtance of the viſiting phyſicians of the 
Hoſpital. 
: —— — 

nn Trenton, December 5, 1776 


48 nothing but neceſſity obliged me to retire before 
the enemy and leave ſo much of the Jerſeys unprotected, I 
conceive it my duty, and it correſponds with my inclination, 
to make head againſt them ſo ſoon as there ſhall be the leaſt 
-probability of doing it with propriety. That the country might 
in ſome meaſure be covered, I left two brigades conſiſting of 

the five. Virginia regiments and that of Delaware, containing 
in the whole about twelve hundred men fit for duty, under 
the command. of lord Stirling and general Stephen, at Prince- 
ton, till the baggage and ſtores could croſs the Delaware, or 
the troops under their re ſpectire commands ſhould be forced 
from thence. - Tſhall now, having removed the greateſt part 
of the above articles, face about with ſuch troops as are here 
. fit for ſervice, and march back to Princeton, and there go- 
verm myſelf by circumſtances and the movements of general 
Lee. At any event, the enemy's progreſs may be retarded 
by this means if they intend to come on, and the people's 
fears in ſome meaſure quieted, if they do not. Sorry I am 
to obſerve, however, that the frequent calls upon the militia 
of this ſtate, the want of exertion in the principal gentlemen 
of the country, or a fatal ſupineneſs and inſenſibility of dans» 
ger till it is too late to prevent an evil that” was not only 
foreſeen. but foretold, have been the cauſes of our late diſ- 
graces. | bat 
If the militia of this ſtate had ſtepped forth in ſeaſon (and 
timely notice they had), we might have prevented the enemy's 
| croſung 
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croſling the Hackinſac, although without ſome previous notice 
of the time and place it was impoſſible to have done this at 
the North- river. We might with equal probability of ſuc- 
ceſs. have made a ftand at Brunſwie on the Rariton. But 
as both theſe rivers were fordable in a variety of places (knee- 
deep only), it required many men to defend the paſſes; and 
theſe we had not. At Hackinſac our force was inſufficient, 
| becauſe a part was at Elizabethtown, Amboy, and Brunſ- 
wic, guarding a coaſt which I thought moſt expoſed to dan- 
ger; and at Brunſwic, becauſe I was diſappointed in my ex- 
pectation of militia, and becauſe on the day of the enemy's 
approach (and probably the occaſion of it) the term of the 
Jerſey and Maryland brigades' ſervice expired; neither of 
which would conſent to ſtay an hour longer. | 

Theſe, among ten thouſand other inſtances, might be ad- 
duced to ſhew the diſadvantages of ſhort enliſtments, and the 
little dependence upon militia in times of real danger. But, as 
yeſterday cannot be recalled, I will not dwell upon a ſubject 
| which, no doubt, has given much uneaſineſs to Congreſs, as 
well as extreme. pain and anxiety to myſelf. My firſt wiſh 
is that Congreſs may be convinced of the impropriety of re- 
lying upon the militia, and of the neceſſity of raiſing a larger 
ftanding army than what they have voted. The faving in the 
article of ſtores, proviſions, and in a thouſand other things, 
by having nothing to do with militia unleſs in caſes of extra- 
ordinary exigency, and ſuch as could not be expected in the 
common courſe of events, would amply ſupport a large army, 
which, well officered, would be daily improving, inſtead of 
continuing a deſtructive, expenſive, and diſorderly mob. 

I am clear in opinion, that, if forty thouſand men had been 
kept in conſtant pay ſince the firſt commencement of hoſti- 
lities, and the militia had been excuſed doing duty during 
that period, the continent would have ſaved money. When 
I reflect on the loſſes we have ſuſtained for want of good 
troops, the certainty of this is placed beyond a doubt in my 
mind. In ſuch caſe, the militia, who have been harraſſed 

| and 
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and tired by repeated calls upon them (and farming and ma- 
nufactures in a manner ſuſpended), would, upon any preſſ- 
ing emergency, have run with alacrity to arms; whereas the 
cry now is, © they may be as well ruined in one way as an- 
otherz”” and with difficulty they are obtained. | 

I mention theſe things, to ſhew, that, in my opinion, if 

any dependence is placed in the militia another year, Con- 
greſs will be deceived. When danger is a little removed 
from them, they will not turn out at all. When it comes 
home to them, the well- affected, inſtead of flying to arms to 
defend themſelves, are buſily employed in removing their 
families and effets,—whilſt the diſaffected are concerting 
meaſures to make their ſubmiſhon, and ſpread terror and 
diſmay all around, to induce others to follow the example. 
Daily experience and abundant proofs warrant this infor- 
mation. 
I ſhall this day reinforce lord Stirling with about twelve 
hundred men, which will make his number about two thou- 
ſand four hundred. To-morrow I mean to repair to Prince- 
ton myſelf, and ſhall order the Pennſylvania troops (who are 
not yet arrived, except part of the German batallion and a 
company of light infantry) to the ſame place. 

By my laſt advices, the enemy are till at Brunſwic 3 and 
the account adds that general Howe was expected at Eliza- 
bethtown with a reinforcement, to erect the king's ſtandard, 
and demand a ſubmiſſion of this ſtate. I can only give this as 
a report brought from the enemy's camp by ſome of the 
country people.—I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 


SR, | Trenton, December 6, 1776. 

I HAVE not received any intelligence of the enemy's 
movements ſince my letter of yeſterday. From every infor- 
mation, they ſtill remain at Brunſwic, except ſome of their 
parties who ate advanced a ſmall diſtance on this fide. . To- 
| day 
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day I ſhall ſet out for Princeton myſelf; unleſs ſomething 
ſhould occur to prevent me, which 1 do not expect. 

By a letter of the fourteenth ultimo from a Mr. Caldwell, a 
clergyman, and a ſtaunch friend to the cauſe, who has fled 
from Elizabethtown, and taken refuge in the mountains 
about ten miles from hence, I am informed that general or 
lord Howe was expected in that town to publiſh pardon 
and peace. His words are, © I have not ſeen his proclama- 
tion, but can only ſay he gives ſixty days of grace, and par- 
dons from the Congreſs down to the committees! No 
one man in the continent is to be denied his mercy.” In 
the language of this n man, the lord deliver us from his 
mereyl 

| Your letter of the third, by major i Livingſton, \ was duly 

received. Before it came to hand, .I had wrote to general 

Howe about governor Franklin's exchange, but am not cer- 

tain whether the letter could not be recovered. I CO 
ed a meſſenger inſtantly for that purpoſe. | 

I have the honor to be, &c. ET | G. W. 


Six, Ar. Berkley 's Summer Seat, Dec. 8. 1776. 
' COLONEL Reed would inform you of the intelli- 
gence which I firſt met with on the road from Trenton to 
Princeton yeſterday. Before I got to the latter, T received 
a ſecond expreſs informing me, that, as the enemy were ad- 
vancing by different routes, and attempting by one to get in 
| the rear of our troops which wete there (and whoſe num- 
bers were ſmall, and the place by no means defenſible), they 
had judged it prudent to retreat to Trenton. The retreat 
was accordingly made, and fince to this fide of the river. © 
- This #nformation-I thought it my duty to communicate 


as ſoon as poſſible, as there is not a moment's time to be 


loſt in aſſembling ſuch force as can be collected; and as 
the object of the _ cannot now be doubted in the 
ſmalleſt 


* 
. fo LR QUO PE 


., © 


QFFICIAL LETTERS: 327 
nn. Indeed I ſhall be out in my tonjecture (for 
it is only conjecture] if the late embaxkatiun at New-York 
is not for Delaware river, to co-operate with the army under 
the immediate command of general Howe, who, I am in- 
formed from good authority, is with this Britiſh * 
his whole force upon this route. 

1 have no certain — — a 
have ſent frequent expreſſes to him, and lately a colonel 
Humpton to bring me ſome accurate accounts of his ſituation. 
I laſt, night diſpatched another gentleman to him (major 
Hoops) deſiring he would haſten his march to the Delaware, 
in which I would provide boats near a place called Alexan- 

for. the tranſportation of his es tw 
for the ſlowneſs of his march. 

In the diſordered and moving ſtate of the army, 1 cannot 
get returns : but, from the beſt accounts, we had between 
three, thouſand and three thouſand five hundred men, before 
the Philadelphia militia and German batallion arrived: 
they amount to about two thouſand. * | 

1 haye the honor to be, &c. G. W. 


Su, ad- Quarter Trenton Falls, Dec. 9, 1776. 
Dl myſelf the honor of writing to you yeſterday, 
and informing you that I had removed the troops to this fide 
of the; Delaware. Soon after, the enemy made their appear- 
ance, and their van entered juſt as our rear guard quitted. 
We had removed all our ſtores, except a few boards. From 
the beſt information, they are in two bodies, one at and near 
Trenton, the other ſome miles higher up, and inclining to- 
wards Delaware ; but whether with intent to croſs there, or 
ee ee yet un- 
certain. 

I have this morning W lord Stirling with his bri⸗ 
gade, to take poſt at the different landing-places, and prevent 
them from: ſtealing a march. upon us from above ; for I am 

Vor. I. 2 b informed, 
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informed, if theyceroſs at Coryel's ferry or thereabouts, they 
are as near to Pliiladelphia, as we are here. From ſeveral 
accounts I am led to think that the enemy are bringing boats 
with them: if ſo, it will be impoſſible for our fmall force to 
give them any conſiderable oppoſition in the paſſage of the 
river, [as they may] make a feint at one place, and, by a ſud- 
den removal, carry their boats higher or lower before we can 
e play upon them. 

Under thefe erreumſtances, the ſecurity of ringen 
ſhould de our next object. From my own remembrance, 
hut more from information (for I never viewed the ground), 
1 mould think that a communication of lines and redoubts 
might ſoon be formed from the Delaware to Schuylkill on 
the north entrance of the city, the lines to begin on the 
Schuylkill ſide, about the heights of Springatebury, and run 
eaſt ward to Delaware, upon the moſt advantageous and 
commanding grounds. If ſomething of this" kind i is not 
done, the enemy might, in caſe ary misfortune ſhould befall 
us, march directly in, and take poſſeſſion. We have ever 
found that lines, however flight, are very formidible to 
them: they would at leaſt give a check till people could re- 
cover of the fright and conſternation that naturally neous 
the firſt appearance of an enemy. - 2 In 75 

In the mean time every ſtep ſhould be bebe oled 
Force, not only from Pennſylvania, but from the moſt neigh- 
borly ſtates. If we can keep the enemy from entering Phila- 
delphia, and keep the communication by water open for ſup- 
plies, we may yet make a ſtand, if the country will come to 
aut alliſtance till our new levies can be collected. 
I the meaſure of fortifying the city ſhould be adopted, 

ſome ſkilſul perſon ſhould immediately view the grounds, 
and begin to trace out the lines and works. I am informed 
there is a French engineer of eminence in t N at 
this time: if ſo, he will be the moſt proper. = 
- I have the honor to be, &c. Rib 2% 36 . w. 
P. S. I have juſt received the incloſed from general Heath. 


ere CETHERS' 35 


— General Mifflin is this moment come up, and tells me that 
all the'militar ſtores. yet remain in Philadelphia. This makes 

— — fortifying of the city ſo ficeetfary; that I have 
lain general Mifflin to return to take charge of the ſtoresz 
aud have ordered major genetal Putnam immediately down 
to ſuperintend 5 I — 


3 <q £1 0; FO rerge 


— 2 


od ordne . 1 _ AY bens 
su, eee Fall if thai 10, 1976; 


+ "SINCE had the Boner of addreffing you! yeſterday, 
fiothing of importance has vechrred,—Ih teſpeck to the 
etieniy's' movements, I have obtained nd other itiformation 
than that they have a number of parties patroling up and 
down the river, particular above. As yet they have not 
attempted to paſs; nor de any of their patrols, though 
ſome are exteedin gly ſhall, meet "was wy beat 1 96:5 


from tlie inhabitants of eee eee 
By à letter received laſt 50 front — of the 


eighth f nſtant, he was then at Morriſtown, & here he en- | 


tertained thoughts of eſtabliſhing a poſt? but, on receiving 
my diſpatches by major Hoops, I ſhould ſuppoſe he would be 
donyinced of the necellity of his proceeding this way wil al 
the force he can bring. | 


1 have the honor to be, Ne. an GW: 


P. S. Niue cloth,” J. .I this minute received in- 
formation that the enemy were repairing the bridges three 
or four miles below Trenton; which feems to indicate art 


intention of their paſſing lower down, and fuggeſts to me 
che [neceſſity that ſome attention ſhould be hal to the fort at 


Billingſport, leſt they ſhould poſſeſs themſelves of it; the - 


conſideration of which T beg leave to ſubmit to Congreſs-— 
I have wrote to the council of ſafety on the ſubſect. 


— 


c 
— — 
— 
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18 155 Fel Quarters, Falls ef Delaware, Dae. i i » 1776. 
Ar TER I had wrote yon yeſterday, I received cer· 
— that the enemy, after repairing Croſwix's 
bridge, had advanced. a party of Sbaut five hundred: to Bor- 
dentomn. By their taking this route, js,confirms. me i in my 
opinion, that they have an intention to land between this 
Ee boats 
for that purpoſe, -. "374143 * W Cay $71 1K 2 
„lat r ee Schnoor e 


m—_ ſhore. n 

. 1 yeſterday. rode up bs, river. 28 eleven * 10 lord 
String s poſt, where I found A priſoner of the forty-ſecond 
regiment who had been juſt brought in. He informed me 
that lord Cornwallis was at Pennytown with. two bazallions 
of grenadiety,..and. three of light infantry, all Britiſh, the 
Heſſian grenadiera, the forty-· ſecond Higbland regiment, and 
two other batallions, the names of which! he did notremember. 

He knew nothing of the reaſons of their being, allembled 
there, nor what were their future intentions. "But 1 laſt 
night received information from my lord Sürling, which bad 
been brought in by his ſcouts, which | in ſome meaſure ze 
counted for their being there. They had made a forged march 
from Trenton on ſunday, night, to Coryel's ferry, in hopes 
of ſurpriſing a ſufficient number of boats to txan{port_them ; ; 
but,  fioding themſelves diſappointed, had- marched back to 
Pennytown, . where they remained, yeſterday, From their 
ſeveral attempts. to ſeize boste, it does not look as if they 
had brought any with them, as. was at one time informed. 
I laſt night ſent a perſon over io Trenton, to learn whether 
chere was any appearance of building any: but he could not 
perceive any preparations for a work of that kind ; ſo that I 


am in hopes, if proper care is taken to keep all the craft out 


ry * 5 
af * 
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of ele way, they will find eee ne — 
of. conſiderable difficulty. fi, o Avi 14448 (ee 

I received e dom general Lee W 
it was dated at Chatham (which I take to be near Morriſ- 
town) the eighth of this month. He had then received 
my letter ſent by major Hoops, but ſeemed ſtilh inclined to 
hang upon the enemy's rear, to which I ſhould have no ob- 
jection, had I a ſufficient force to oppoſe them in front: but 
as I have not at preſent, nor do I ſee much probability of 
further reinforcement; I have wrote to him in the moſt _ 
ing terms, to join me with all expedition. * 
Major Sheldon, wha commands the volunteer horſe from 
Connecticut, waits upon Congreſs to eſtabliſh ſome mode of 
pay. I can only ſay that the ſervice of himſelf and his troop? 
has been ſuch as merits the warmeſt thanks of the public, 
and deſerves à handſome compenſation for their trouble. 
Whatever is ſettled now, will ſerve for a precedent in fu- 
ture From the experience I have had, this campaign, of 
the utility of horſe, I am convinced there is no carrying on 
the war without them; and I would therefore recommend 
the eſtabliſhment of one or more corps (in proportion to the 
number of foot) in addition to thoſe already raiſed in Vir- 
ginia. If major Sheldon would undertake the command 
of a regiment of horſe on the continental eſtabliſtiment, I 
believe he could very ſoon raiſe them; and I can recommend 
him as a man of activity and ſpirit, from what I have ſeen of 
him. —I have the honor to be, Ke. SG. W. 


Sim, Trenton Falls, December 12, 1776. 
'I LAST night received the favor of Mr. Thompſon's 

letter inclofing the proceedings of Congreſs, of the eleventh 
inſtant.— As the publication of their reſolve, in-my opinion, 
will not lead to any good end, but, on the contrary, may be at - 
tended with ſome bad conſequenees, I ſhall take the liberty 
„ this day's orders. I am perſuaded, 
23 if 


Ar 
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H the ſubject is taken up and reconſidered, that Congreſs 
will concur with me in ſentiment. I doubt not but there are 
ſome who have propagated the report; but what if they 
have? Their remaining in or leaying Philadelphia: muſt be 
governed by circumſtances and events. If their departure 
ſhould become neceſſary, it will be right: on the other hand, 
| if there ſhould not be a neceſſity for it, they will remain, and 
 ahalr: continuance will ſhew the report to be the production 
of calumny and falſehood. In a word, fir, I conceive it a 
matter that may be as well diſregarded; and that the re- 
moval or ſtaying. of Congreſs, depending entirely upon 
events, ſhould not have been the ſubject of a reſolve. 
The intelligence we obtain reſpeQing the moyements and 
ſituation of the enemy is far fram being ſo certain and ſatiſ- 
factory as I could wiſh, though every probable means in my 
power, and that I can deviſe, are adopted for that purpoſe. 
The. lateſt I have received was from lord Stirling laſt night. 
He fays that two grenadiers of the Inniſkillen regiment, 
who were taken and brought in by-ſome countrymen, in- 
form that generals Howe, Cornwallis, Vaughan, &c, with 
about fix thouſand: of the flying army, were at Pennytown, 
waiting for pontoons to come up, with. which they mean to 
paſs the river near the Blue Mounts, or at Coryel's ferry, — 
they believe, the latter j that the two batallions of guards 
were at Brunſwic, and the Heſſian grenadiers, chaſſeurs, and 
a regiment or two of Britiſh troops, are at Trenton. 
Captain Miller of colonel Hand's regiment alſo — 
me, that a body of the enemy were marching to Burlington 
yeſterday morning, He had been ſent over with a ſtrong 
ſcouting party, and, at day-break, fell in with their advanced 
guards conſiſting of. about four hundred Heſſian troops, who 
fired upon him before they were diſcovered, but without any 
loſs, and obliged him to retreat with his party and to take 
boat. The number of the whole he could. not aſcertain : 
but it appeared to be conſiderable. Captain Miller's ac- 


18 ir partly confirmed by apo Seymour who re- 
* 


© » 
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ports that four or five hundred of the enemy had entered the 
Lown. Upon the whole, there can be no doubt but that 


Philadelphia is their object, and that they will paſs the De- 


laware as ſoon as poſſible. Happy ſhould I be if I could ſee 
the means of preventing them: at preſent, I: confeſs, I do 
not. All. military writers agree that it is a work of great 
difficulty, nay impracticable, where there is any extent of 
coalt to guard. This is che caſe with us; and we have to 
do it with a, force, {mall and inconſiderable, and much infe- 
rior to that of the enemy. Perhaps. Congreſs have ſome 
hope and proſpect of reinforcements : I have no intelligence 
of the fort, and wiſh to be informed on the ſubject. Our 
little handful is daily decreaſing by ſickneſs and other cauſes : 
and, without aid, without conſiderable ſuccours and exertions 
on the part of the people, what can we reaſonably look for 
or expect, but an event that will be ſeverely felt by the com- 
mon cauſe, and that will wound the heart of every virtuous 
American,—the loſs of Philadelphia? The ſubject is diſ- 


agrecable: but yet it is true. I will leave it, wiſhing that 


our ſituation may become ſuch as to do away the apprehene 
ſions which at this time ſeem to fill the minds of too many, 
and with too much juſtice. 

By a letter from general Heath, dated at Peekſkill, the 

cighth, I am adviſed that lieutenant-colonel Voſe was Fo 
there with Greaton's, Bond' s, and Porter's regiments, 
amounting in the whole to between five and fix hundred 
men, who were coming this way. He adds that generals 
Gates and Arnold would be at Goſhen that night, with 
Stark's, Poar's, and Read's regiments; but for what Pup» 
poſe, he does not mention. 

The incloſed extract of a letter which 1 recejved la 
night contains intelligence of an agreeable nature. I wiſh to 


hear its confirmation by the arrival of the ſeyeral prizes; 


that with clothing agd arme will be an inyaluable acquilie 
tion. 


hae yuh þe aria th mole {np ce 


. — Ho — _ 
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in paying the officers ; whether they are to be allawed to 
draw the pay lately eſtabliſhed, and from what time, or how 


long they are to be paid under the old eſtabtiſhment. A pay- 


roll which was preſented yeſterday, being made up for the 
new, has given riſe to theſe propoſitions. Upon my object- 
ing to it, I was told that Congreſs or the. board of war had 
eſtabliſhed the precedent, by paying the futh regiment of 
Virginia troops commanded- by colonel i5ce"aſrs Aprany 
to the latter, as they came throught Philadelphia,” 

ee ths Panty to hay he. | 8. W. 

———ů—— ” 

FIR Head: Quarters Trenton Falls, Dee. 1 4 1756. 

IHE apparent deſgns of the enemy being to avoid 
this ferry, and land their troops above and below us, have 
induced me remove from this place the greater part of the 
troops, and throw them into a different giſpoſition on the 
river, whereby I hope not only to be more able to impede 


their paſſage, but alſo'to ayoid the danger of being incloſed 
in this angle of the river. And notwithſtanding the extend- 
ed appearances of the enemy on the other fide, made, at 


leaſt in part, to divert our attention from any particular 
t ag well as to harraſs us by fatigue, I cannat diveſt my- 
— of the opinion chat their principal deſign i is ta ford the 
river ſome where above Trenton; to which deſign I have had 
particular reſpect in the new arrangement, wherein I am ſo 
far happy as ta have the FomFUTreRce of the A olipers 

at this plage. 
Four brigades of the, army, under generals lord Stirling, 
Mercer, Stephen and De Fermoy, extend from Yardley's up 
to Coryel's ferry, poſted in ſuch a manner as to guard every 
fuſpicious part of the river, and to afford aſſiſtance to each 
other in caſe of attack. General Ewing, with the flying 
camp 8 Penntylyania, and a few Jerſey tropps under general 
Dickintan, are poſted from Tardley's ferry down tb the 
erry oppoſite Bordentown. Colonel Cadwallader, with the 
Pennfylyania' wilits,” "obedplty HE ground abbye and. below, 
the 
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the mouth of Neſhamiiy river as far down as Dunk's ferry, at 
which place colonel Nixon js poſted with the third batallion 


of | Pennſyto2i4). A proper quantity of artillery is appointed 
to each” brigade ; and f have ordered fmall reddubts to be 


thrown up oppoſite every place Where there is a polibinty | 


of fording.—I malf remove further up the river to be near 
the maln body of my Tinaſt army, with Which every polſible 
| oppofition mall be piven to any fuither approach of the 
| enemy towards Philadelphia. ante 
As general Arthſttbng has'a good deaf of influence in this 
ſtate, and our preſent force is ſmall and inconſiderable, 1 
think he cannot be better employed than to repair to the 
counties where his intereſt lies, to animate the people, pro- 
| mote the recruiting ſervice, and encourage the militia to 
come in, He will alſo be able to form à proper judgment 
of the places ſujtable for magazines of proviſion to be col- 


lected. I have requeſted him to wait upon Congreſs on this | 


ſubect 1 and if general Smallwood ſhould go to Maryland 
on the fame buſineſs, I think it would have a happy effeR: 
he js popular and of great influence,” and, I am perſuaded; 
would contribute greatly to that ftate's furniſhing her quota 
of men in a little time. He is now in Philadelphia.” 29. 
I here che honor to be, &e: 1 GW 


N * 


81m, ee at Keith's, Dee. 15, * | 


ABOUT one o'clock to-day I received a letter from 
general Sullivan, a copy of which you have incloſed. 1 will 
not comment on the melancholy intelligence which it cone 
tains, only adding that I ſincerely regret general Lee's un- 


happy fate, and 2 22 for pot lofs We * country | in big | 


captivity. 

In reſpect to the enemy, they have been induſtrious in 
their attempts to procure boats and ſmall eraft: but as yet 
their efforts have not fucceeded. From the lateſt abviees 


that Thave ol their moventents by ſome priſoners" ahd others; 
| they 
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they appear to be leaving Trenton, and to be filing off toe 
wards Princeton and Allentown. What their deſigns are, 
vbether they mean to retreat, or only a feint, cannot be de- 
termined. I have parties out to watch their motions, and to 
form, if poſſible, an accurate opinion of their plans. | 
Our force, ſince my Jaſt, has received 50 augmentstion,— 
of courſe, by ſickneſs and other cauſes, has diminiſhed: but 
I am adviſed by a letter from the council of ſafety, which 
juſt came to hand, that colonels Burd and Gilbreath are 
marching with their batallions of militia, and alſo that ſome 
{mall parties are aſſembling in Cumberland. county. 


ane. 1 G. W. 
[yp => I — 222 | * 

of Hit rb 00676 dd” B45 l giant 
Bx, | T4 Quarter, at Keith's Dec. 16, 17 16. 


A IN a late letter which I bad the honor of addreſſing 
you, I took the liberty to recommend that. more batallions 
ſhould be raiſed for the new. army than what had been 
yoted.. Having fully conſidered the matter, I am more and 
more convinced not only of the propricty but of the neceſ- 
|  Gty of the meaſure. That the enemy will leave nothing 
un- eſſayed in the courſe of the next campaign. to reduce 
thefe ſtates to the rule of a moſt 7, myſt be ohviqus 
to every one; and that the militia is not to be depended on, 
or aid expected from them but in caſes of the moſt preſſing 
emergency, is not to be doubted. The firſt of theſe propaſi- 
tions is unqueſtionable, and fatal experience has given her 
ſanction to the truth of- the latter: indeed their lethargy of 
late, and backwardneſs to turn out at this alarming criſis, 
ſeem to juſtify an apprehenſion that nothing can bring them 
from their homes. For want of their aſſiſtance, a large part 
of Jerſey has been expoſed to ravage and to plunder; nor 
do I know that Pennſylvania would ſhare a better fate, could 
general Howe effect a paſſage, acroſs the Delaware with a 
reſpectable force-, Theſe conſiderations have induced me to 


with LR: * except ſuch as may. ariſe from _neceſlity, 
+ ſhould 
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Could ever be had in them again; and to make further men- 
tion to Congreſs of the expediency of inereaß ug their army, 
I truſt the meaſure will meet their earlieſt attention. 
Had I leiſure; and were jt neceſſary, I could ſay much 
upon this head: but, as I haye not, and the matter is well 
underſtood, I will not add much. By augmenting the 
numher of your hatallions, you will augment your force : the 
officers, of each will have their intereſt and influence; and, 
upon the whole, their numbers will be much greater, though 
they ſhould not be complete, Added to this, from the pre- 
ſent confuſed ſtate of Jerſey, and the improper appointment 
of officers in many inſtances, I have little ot no expectation 
that ſhe will be able to raiſe all the troops exacted from her; 
though I think it might be done, were ſuitable ſpirited 
gentlemen commiſſioned, who would exert themſelves, and 
encourage the people, many of whom (for a failure in this 
inſtance, and who are well diſpoſed) are making their ſub- 
miſſions.— Id a word, the next will be a trying campaign : 
and as all that is dear and valuable may depend upon the 
iſſue of it, I would adviſe that nothing ſhould be omitted, 
that ſhall ſeem neceſſary to our ſucceſs. Let us have a re- 
ſpectable army, and ſuch as will be competent to every exi- 
even. 1 

I will alfo add that the nen Genation of our aFairs, * 
the difſolutjon of our preſent force (now at hand), require 
that every nerve ang exertion be employed for recruiting the 
new batallions. One part of general Howe's movements at 
this time, I belieye, is with a deſſgn to diſtract us and pre- 
vent this buſineſs. If the inclemency of the weather ſhould 
force him into winter-quarters, he will not remain there 
longer than neceſſity ſhall oblige him ; he will commence his 
operations in a ſhort ſpace of time; and in that time our 
levies muſt be made up, ta oppoſe him, or I fear the moſt 
melancholy of all events muſt take place. 

The incloſed extract of a letter from the. e; 
gern n © His demands for money, and his .plans for. 


FL WY 
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procering faked provifions and a quantity of flour from the 
ſouthward. The whiole is ſubmirted to- the confideration of 
Congreſs j und I ich the reſult of their opinion'to be tranſ- 
eee eee eee 
for himſelf and the departments ho mentions. 5 
Tue eloching of the troops üs e manor uf inhnzte import- 

ance, and, if it could be accompliſhed, would have à happy 
efte&.. Their diſtreſſes are extremely great, many of them 


being entirely naked, and moſt ſo thinly clad as to be unfit 


for ſervice. I muſt entreat Congreſs to write to the agents 
and eontractors upon this ſubject, that every poſſible fupply 
may be procured and forwarded with the utmoſt expedition. 
I cannot attend te the buſineſs INE We br ena E 


ean poſſibly do befides. [ 
Ibs the honor to be, &. "ow w. 
Sin, Cum: above Tremen Falls, Dec. 20, 1996. 


I HAVE waited with much impatience to know the 


| determinations of Congreſs on the propoſitions made ſome 


time in October laſt for augmenting our corps of artillery and 
eſtabliſhing a corps of engineers. The time is now come when 
the firſt cannot be delayed without the greateſt injury to the 
faſety of theſe ſtates 3 and therefore, under the reſolution of 
Congreſs bearing date the twelfth inſtant, at the repeated 
inſtances of colonel Knox, and by the preſſing advice of all 
ſhe general officers now here, I have ventured to order three 
Þatallions of artillery to be immediately recruited. Theſe 
are two leſs than colanel Knox recommends, as you will fee 
by his plan inclofed 7 but then this ſcheme comprehends all 
the United States, whereas ſome of the ſtates have corps 
already eſtabliſhed, and thefe three batallions are indiſpenſa- 
bly neceſſary for the operations in this kw $54 wa the 
northern department. - 
The pay of our artilleriſts bearing no proportion with 


that Nee Englifh ar French: ſervice, — the mormuring and 
ami diſſatisfaction 


- 
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== 01 + their "engagements. (hall become. null and void. 
Ny appear t to Tongreis premature and, un warrantable. 
But, fr if they y "view 01 our | ination | in the Jight,ir, kee their 
olhcers, they will be convinced of the utility of the meature, 


meeting at Baltimore e. In ſhort, the preſent. exigency af our 
affairs will not admit of delay cither in council ot the held: 
for, well convinced I am, that, if the enemy go, into quarters 

at all, it vill be fer a ſhort ſeaſon, But I rather think the 
= 'ot general Howe is to poſſeſs himſclf of Philadelphia 
this winter, if poſhble ; and in truth I do not ſee what is to 
prevent him, as ten days more will put an end to the exiſt- 
ence of our army. That one great point is to keep us 38 
much harrafſed as pollible, with a view to injure the rectuit- 
ing ; fervice and hinder a collection of ſtores. and other ne- 
cellaries for the next campaign, I am as clear in, as I am of 
this ſhort interval, and make theſe great and hoe prepa · 
| rations,—every matter that in its nature is ſelf: evident is tg 
be referred to Congreſs at the diſtance, of à hundręd and 
thirty ar forty miles, ſo much time muſt mee 
as to defeat the cad in view. a 

tk; may be ſaid that this is an ene for comer. thay 
are too dangerous to be entruſted. | 1 can only add that de: 
ſperate diſeaſes require deſperate remedies and. with cxuth 
declare that I haye no luſt after power, but, wiſh, with.ag 


much fervency As auy man upon this wide, extended conti 


nent for an opportunity of turning the word into a ploughs 
ſhare. But my feelings, as an officer and 3, man, have heen 
ſuch as io force me to ſay that no perſqn. ger had. a greater 


choice of difficulties to contend with thay W 
needleſs 


- 


and that the execution 17 not be delayed till after their 


- 
—_ — = 
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Abele te add whit Hurt enliſt mente, and a miſtaken de. 
peridence upon militia, hive been the origin of al our mit- 


eee ee e eee ini | 


We find, fir, that the enemy are daily gathering ſtrength 


From! the difilfedted. This ſtrength, like a ſnow-ball, by 


rolling, will increaſe, unleſs ſome means can be deviſed to 
check effectually the progreſs of the enemy s arms. Militia 
may poſſibly do it for a little while? but in a little while alſo, 
the militia of thoſe ſtates which have been frequently called 
upon will not turn out at all; or, if they do, ĩt will be with 
ſo much reluctance and floth, as to amount to the ſame 
thing :—inftance, New-Jerſey —witneſs, Pennſylvania !— 

Could any thing but the river Deliware have ſaved Phila- 
dephia ?—Can any thing (the exigency of the caſe indeed may 
Juſtify it) be more deſtructive to the recruiting ſervice, chan 
giving ten dollars bounty for fix weeks” ſervice of the mili- 
tia, who come in, you cannot tell how, —go, you cannot tell 
when, And ad, you cannot tell where, —conſume your pro- 
viſions, exhauſt your ſores, and leave You at laſt at a cri. 


| — moment? 


” Theſe, fir, are the men I am to depend upon, ten days 
denese this is the baſis on which your cauſe will and muſt 
forever depend, tilt you get a large ſtanding army ſufficient 
of itſelf to oppoſe the enemy. 1 therefore beg leave to give 
it'as my humble opinion, that eighty-right batallions are 
by no means equaf to the oppoſition ybu are to make; and 
that a moment's time is not to be loft in Bra a greater num- 
ber,—not leſs, in my opinion and the opinion of my officers, 
than à hundred and ten. It may be urged that it will be 
fonnd difficult enough to complete the firſt number. This 
may be true, and yet the officers of a hundred and ten ba- 
tallions will recruit many more men, than thoſe of eighty- 
eight. In my judgment this is not a time to ſtand upon 
expenſe: our funds are the only object of confi deration. 
The Rate of New:York' have added one batallion (T wiſh 


offer 


. | 5 
ortet LETTERS) „ 
"offer to raiſe men upon continental pay and eſtabliſmment in 
this quarter, I ſhall -encourage them to do fo, and regiment 
them when they have done it, If Congreſs diſapprove of 
Len a en e v7 gn RE 
the beſt, 
Y Nabel e gol x 2 
line of my duty, to adopt theſe meaſures, or to adviſe thus 
freely. A character to loſe,—an eſtate to forfeit, —the in- 
eſtimable cee at n 2 life aac! 1 
muſt be my excuſe. 72251. 9 
I have heard nodding. of the ele hoiſer ns Want, 
nor the regiment from the Eaſtern-Shore. I wiſh to know 
what troops are to act in the different departments, and to 
have thoſe from the ſouthward (deſigned for this place) or- 
dered on as faſt as they ſhall be raiſed, The route ſhould 
de pointed out by which they are to march; aſſiſtant- com- 
miſſaries and quarter-maſters upon the communication, to 
ſupply their wants ; the firſt or ſecond officer of each batal- 
lion to forward them, and the other to come on, receive and 
form them at their place of deſtination. Unleſs this is imme- 
diately ſet about, the campaign, if it ſhould be cloſed, will 
de openct in the ring before we me I OTERIg 
field... ' 03 98H 
Every exertion ſhould be uſed —— tents: 2 
elothier- general ſhould be appointed without loſs of time for 
ſupplying the army with every article in that way — he 
ſhould be a man of buſineſs and abilities. A commiſſary ot 
priſoners muſt be appointed to attend the army: for Want 
of an officer of this kind, the exchange of priſoners has been 
conducted in a moſt ſhameful and injurious manner. We 
have had them from all quarters puſhed into our camps at 
the moſt critical junctures, and without the leaſt previous 
notice. We have had them travelling through the diffetent 
ſtates in all directions by certificates from committees, with 
out any kind of control; and have had inſtances of ſome 
going into the enemy's camp without my privity or knows: 
7 8 ledge, 


_ new. eſtabliſhment, I conceive it beſt to ſtir up an emula- 
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ledge, after paſſing in the manner, before. mentioned. Thete 


may be other officers; neceſſary which Ido not recollect at 
this time, and which. When thought, of, muſt be provided : 

For: this, Gr, you mag: rely on, that the, commanding officer, 
under the preſent eſtabliſhment, is obliged to attend to the 
-bufineſs of ſo many: different departments, as. to render it 
impoſſible to conduct that of his own with the attention ne- 
caſſary; than which, nothing oan be more injurious. POT: 

Aa a former letter, L intimated my!opiaion. of the weceſhty 
of having a brigadier for every three regiments, and a major 
general to every three brigades, at moſt,.. I think no time is 
40 be loſt ia making the appoinuments, that the arrangements 
may be conſequent, This will nt only aid the tecfuiting 
ſervice, but will be the readjeſt means of forming and dif- 
ciplining: the army afterwards, which, in the ſhort time we 
have to do it, is of amazing conſequence. I have labored, 
ever ſince I have been in the ſervice, to diſcourage all. kinds 
of local attachments and diſtinctions of country, denomi- 
nating the whole by he greatert name of * American,” but 
I found it impoſlible to over come prejudices ʒ and, undex the 


tion : in order to do which, would it not be better for each 
Rate to furniſh (though not to appoint) their own briga - 
dicrs?—This, if;known. to be part of the eſtabliſhment, 
might prevent a good deal of contention and jealouſy z and 
wbuld, I. believe, be the means of promotions going forward 
with more ſatisſaction, and quiet the higher officers. 

Wbilſt 1 ara ſpeaking of promotions, L cannot help giving 
in 80 my opinion, that, if Congreſs think proper to confirm 
what I have done with reſpect to the corps: of artillery, co- 
lanel Knox (at preſent at the head of that depattment, but 
whg, without promotion, will reſign) ought to be appointed 
m the command of it, with the rank and pay of brigadier. 1 


bare alſo to mention; that, for want of ſome eſtabliſhment 


in tbe department of engineers agrecable 10 the plan laid be · 
ſore Congreſs in October laſt, colope] Putnam, 'who was at 
6 1 1 8 | | = g the 
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the head of it, has quitted, and taken a regiment in the 
- ſtate of Mafſachuſetts. © I know of no other man tolerably 
well qualified for the conduCting of that buſineſs. None of 
"the French gentlemen whom I have ſeen with appoititments 
in that way appear to me to know any thing of the matter. 
There is one in Philadelphia, who, F am r is clever: but 
"him I have never ſeen. | 

I muſt alſo once more beg 1550 i mention to Cools 
'the expediency of letting promotions be in a regimental line. 
The want of this has already driven ſome of the beſt officets 
that were in your army, out of the ſervice. From repeated 
and ſtrict inquiry I am convinced you can adopt no mode of 
promotion that will be better received, or that will give 
more general ſatisfaction. I wiſh therefore to have it ate 
nounced. 

The caſting of cannon is a matter that ought not to be 
one moment delayed: and therefore I ſhall fend colonel Knox 
to put this in a train, as alſo to have travelling carriages and 
ſhot provided, —elaboratories to be eſtabliſhed, one in Hart- 
ford, and another in York. Magazines of proviſions ſhould 
alſo be laid in. Theſe I ſhall fix with the commiſſary. As 
our great loſs laſt year proceeded from a want of teams, I 
ſhall dire& the quarter-maſter-general to furniſh a certain 
number to each regiment to anſwer the common purpoſes 

thereof, that the army may be enabled to remove from place 
to place differently from what we have done, or could do, 
this campaign. Ammunition carts, and proper carts for 
intrenching tools, ſhould alſo be provided, and I ſhall direct 
about them accordingly. Above all, a ſtore of ſmall arms 
ſhould be provided, or men will be of little uſe. The con- 
ſumption and waſte of theſe, this year, has been great ;— 
militia, flying-camp men, &c, coming in without, were ob- 
liged to be furniſhed, or become uſeleſs. Many of theſe 
threw their arms away : ſome loſt them, whilſt others de- 
ſerted, and took them away. In a word, although I uſed 
Vor. I. n every 


- 
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| W n them. the Joſs has bor great; 


e iar will Serre be the caſe in fuch a mixed and ir 


regular army as ours has been. 


Il oo part of the troops already embarked at New-Yort 
has appeared in Virginia, their deſtination doubtleſs muſt 


be to ſome other quarter ; and that ſtate mult, I, ſhould 


think, be freed from any invaſion, if general Howe can be 


FMfieQually oppoſed. in this. I therefore incloſe a memo- 
randum given me by brigadier Stephen. of Virginia, which 


_ Congreſs will pleaſe, to adopt in the whole, —in part,—or 


kxcject. as may be confiſtent with their plans and intelligence. 


The diviſtan of the army, late under the command of ge- 


neral Lee, now general Sullivan, is juſt upon the point of 
Joining us. A ſtrange kind of fatality has attended. it. 
They had orders on the ſeventeenth of November to join, 
now, more than a month. General Gates, with four eaſtern 
xegiments, is alſo, near at: hand: three, others from thoſe 


ſtates were coming on, by his order, by the way of Peekſkill, 


andhad joined general Heath whom I_had ordered on with 
Parſons's brigade, to join me, leaving Clinton $ brigade and 


© ſome militia (that were at Forts Montgomery and Cenlli- 


tution) to guard thoſe” important paſſes of the Highlands. 


But the convention of the ſtate of New-York ſeeming to 


be much alarmed at- Heath's coming away,—a fleet appear- 
ing of New-Londqn,—and ſome part of the enemy's troops 
retiring towards Brunſwic,—induced, me to countermand the 
order for the march of Parſons's brigade, and to direct the 
three regiments from, Ticonderoga to halt at Morriſtown in 
Jerſey (where I underſtand about eight hundred militia had 


collected), in order to inſpirit the, inhabitants, and, as far 


as poſſible, cover that part of the country. I ſhall ſend ge- 


neral Maxwell this day to take the command of them, and, 


if to be done, $Þ harraſs and annoy the enemy in. their quar- 
ters, and cut off their convoys. | 

The care and e which were * in Rating the 

| | boats 
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boats on this river, have hitherto baffled every attempt of the 
enemy to croſs : but, from concurring reports and appear- 
ances, they are waiting for ice to afford them a paſſage. 

Since writing the foregoing I have received a letter from 
governor Cooke of Rhode-Ifland, of which the incloſed is a 
copy. Previous to this, and immediately upon the firſt in · 1 
telligence obtained of a fleet's going through the Sound, I dif l 
patched orders to generals Spencer and Arnold to proceed withs | 
out the leaſt delay to the eaſtward. ' The firſt, I preſume, is | 
gone : the latter, not getting my letter till he came to a place 
called Eaſton, was, by advice of general Gates who alſo met 
my letter at the ſame place, induced to come on hither before 
he proceeded to the caſtward.—Moft of our brigadiers are laid 
up: not one has come on with the diviſion under general Sul. 
livan, but they are left ſick at different places on the road. 

By accounts from the eaſtward, a large body of men had 
aſſembled in Rhode-Iſland from the ſtates f Maſſachuſetts 
and Connecticut. I preſume (but I have no advice of it) 
that the militia ordered from the firſt, to rendez-vous at 
Danbury (fix thouſand in number) under the command of 
major-general Lincoln, for ſupplying the place of the diſ- 
banded men of that ſtate in the continental, arm), will now 
be ky. to Rhode-Iſland. 

In ſpeaking of general Lincoln, I ſhould not do him 
juſtice, were I not to add that he is a gentleman well worthy 
of notice in the military line. He commanded the militia | 
from Maffachuſetts laſt ſummer, or fall rather, and much | | 
to my ſatisfaction, — having proved himſelf on all occafions _. [5 
an active, ſpirited, ſenſible man. I do not know whether it * ( 
1s his wiſh to remain in the military line, or whether, if he 
ſhould, any thing under the rank he now holds in the ſtate 
he comes from would ſatisfy him. How far an appoint- 
ment of this kind might offend the continethal brigadiers, 
I cannot undertake to ſay:— many there are, over whom he 
ought not to be placed; but I know of no way to diſcri- 
DN TREE Reed of New-Hampſhire does not, I 
Aa 2 preſume, 
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preſume, mean to continue in ſervice : he ought not,—-as 1 
am told, by the ſeverity. of the ſmall-pox, he is become both 
blind and deaf. — I have the honor to be, &c.,. G. W. 
P. S8. Generals Gates and Sullivan have this inſtant come 
in. By them I learn that few or no men are recruited out 
of the regiments coming on with them, and that there is 
very little reaſon to expect that theſe regiments will be pre- 
vailed upon to continue after their term of ſervice expires, 
If militia then do not come in, the eee are but 
too evident. | = | 5 | 


C1 Gi ® [4470 


Si, Camp above Trenton Falls, Decem. 24 1776, 
THAT I ſhould dwell upon the ſubject of our diſ- 
treſſes, cannot be more diſagreeable to Congreſs than it is 
painful to myſelf. The alarming ſituation to which our 
affairs are reduced impels me to the meaſure. Inquiry and 
inveſtigation,—which in moſt caſes ſerve to develop and point 
dodut a remedy,—in ours, preſent more and greater difficulties. 

Till of late, I was led to hope from report that no inconſi- 
derable part of the troops compoſing the regiments that 
were with general Lee, and thoſe from Ticonderoga under 
general Gates, had enliſted again. This intelligence, I con- 
feſs, gave me reaſon to expect that I ſnould have, at the ex- 
piration of the preſent year, a force ſomewhat more re- 
ſpectable than what I find will be the caſe. | 

Having examined into the ſtate of thoſe regiments, I am 
authoriſed to ſay from the information of their officers, that 
but very few of the men have enliſted. Thoſe who have 
are of the troops from Ticonderoga, and were permitted to 
. viſit their friends and homes, as part of the terms on which 
they would re-engage. In reſpect to thoſe who marched 
with general Lee, I cannot learn that any have. Their re- 
fuſal, I am told, has not proceeded more from an averſion 
to the ſeryice, or any fixed determination not to engage 


again, than from their wiſhes to return home, — the nou-ap- 
2 pointment 


FF / 
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pointment of officers in ſome inſtances, the turning out of 
good, and appointing of bad,—in others, and the incomplete or 
rather no arrangement of them,—a work unhappily commit» * 
ted to the management of their ſtates: nor have I che moſt 
diſtant proſpect of retaining them a moment longer than 
the laſt of this inſtant, notwithſtanding the moſt PIE 
ſolicitations and the obvious neceſſity for it. 

By the departure of theſe regiments I ſhall be left with 
five from Virginia, Smallwood's from Maryland, a ſmall 
part of Rawlins's, Hand's from Pennſylvania, a part, of 
Ward's from Connecticut, and the German batallion, 
amounting in the whole at this time from fourteen to fifteen 
hundred effective men. This handful, and ſuch militia as 
may chuſe to join me, will then compoſe our army. 

When I reſſect upon theſe things they fill me with much 
concern, knowing that general Howe has a number of troops 
cantoned in the towns bordering on and near the Delaware, 
—his intentions to paſs, as ſoon as the ice is ſufficiently 
formed, to invade Pennſylvania and to poſſeſs himſelf of 
Philadelphia if poſſible. 'To guard againſt his deſigns and 
the execution of them, ſhall employ my every exertion : but 
how is this to be done? As yet but few militia have gone 
to Philadelphia, and they are to be our ſupport-at this alarm- 
ing criſis. Had I entertained a doubt of general Howe's 
intentions to paſs the Delaware on the diſſolution of our 
army, and as ſoon as the ice is made, it would now be done 
away. An intercepted letter from a gentleman of Phila- 
delphia (who has joined the enemy), to his friend and part- 
ner in the city declares that to be their deſign, —that the 
army would be there in ten or twenty days from the ſix- 
teenth inſtant, the time of his writing, if the ice ſhould be 
made ;—adviſes him by no means to remove * g 
that they would be ſafe, - , 

The obſtacles which hs a to the raiſi ng of the new 
army, from the mode of appointing the officers, induee me 


to r if Congreſs reſolve on an additional number of 
Aa 3 batallions 
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batallions to thoſe already voted, that they will deviſe ſome 


bother rule by which the officers, eſpecially the field-officers, 


ſhould be appointed. In caſe an augmentation ſhould be 
made to the eaſtern regiments, a deviation from the former 
mode will operate more ſtrongly as to them than to other 
batallions, becauſe there have been many more officers in 
ſervice from thoſe ſtates, than the regiments voted to be 
raiſed would admit of ; by which means ſeveral deſerving 
men could not have been provided for, had the utmoſt pains 
been uſed for the purpoſe ; and many others of merit have 
been neglected in the late appointments, and thoſe of little 
worth and leſs experience put in their places or promoted 
over their heads. This has been the caſe with many of the 
beſt officers.  . 

The incloſed letter from the paymaſter-general will ſhew 
the ſtate of the military cheſt, and the neceſſity of a large 
and immediate ſupply of caſh. The advances to the officers, 
for bounty and the recruiting ſervice, are great : beſides, the 
regiments, at the expiration of this , will require pay 
of their claim. | 
| I have the honor to be, &c. | S. w. 

P. S. If the public papers have been removed from Phila- 
delphia, I hope thoſe which I ſent by lieutenant-colonel 
Reed before we left New-York have not been forgot. If 
they have not, I beg the favor of you to break open the 
cheſt, and ſend me the ſeveral letter-books ſcaled up, having 
frequent occaſion to refer to them, 


— 


* T7 Roggar Monkls Efquire, 
-Dgan Sin, | Head Quar ters, December 25, 1776. 
I HAVE your obliging favors of the twenty-firſt and 
twenty-third, The blankets are come to hand; but I would 
not have any of ay other eu * on 17. you owe again 
from me. 


Idee with you tht i: l i van to ruminate' vor; or 
even 
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even reflect upon the authors or cauſes of, our preſent miſe 


fortunes: we ſhould rather exert ourſelves, and look forward 
with hopes that ſome lucky chance may yet turn up in our 
favor. Bad as our proſpects are, I ſhould not have the 
leaſt doubt of ſucceſs in the end, did not the late treachery and 


defection of thoſe, who ſtood foremoſt in the oppoſition while 
fortune ſmiled upon us, make me fearful that many more will 
follow their example, who, by uſing their influence with ſome 


and working upon the fears of others, may extend the cir- 
cle ſo as to take in whole towns, counties, nay provinces. 


Of this we have a recent inſtance in Jerſey ; and I wiſh many 


parts of Pennſylvania may not be ready to receive the yoke. 


The ſecurity of thecontinental ſhipgof war in Delaware is 
certainly a capital object; and yet to draught the many hands, 
neceſſary to fit them out, from the militia, might be dan- 


gerous juſt now: perhaps in a little time hence their places 
may be ſupplied with country militia z and then, if the exi- 
gency of affairs requires it, they certainly ought to be ſpared. 


—l will juſt hint to you a propoſition that was made, or 
rather talked of, a few days ago by the officers of two News 


England regiments whoſe time of ſervice will expire on the 


firſt of January. They are moſt of them water men: and 


they ſaid their men would willingly go on board the frigates, 


and navigate them round to any of the ports in New-Eng-, 
land, if it was thought they would be ſafer there than in 
Delaware, You may think of this, and let me hear from 


you on the ſubject, if the propoſition pleaſes you. 


Lieutenant Boger of the navy is already gone in, and I. 
have made a demand of lieutenant Joſiah in exchange; but 
I have not heard whether lord Howe accedes to it. I will 
procure the releaſe of doctor Hodge as ſoon as it can be done 


without injuring others by giving him the preference, as I 
have always made it a rule to demand thoſe firſt who have 


been longeſt in captivity. I will take the ſame ſteps in re- 


bend to Mr. Jones, commander of the loop taken by the, 
Andrew Doria. 


a 1 
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I call take che earlieſt opportunity of ſending in your 
| letter to general Lee, with the bill drawn upon major Small, 

Prom an intercepted letter from a perſon in the ſecrets of 
the” enemy, I find their intentions are to croſs Delaware 2s 
Ffoon as the ice is ſufficiently ſtrong. I mention this, that 
you may take the neceffary ſteps for the ſecurity of ſuch pub- 
lic and private property as ought not to fall into their hands 
ſhould they make themſelves maſters of Philadelphia, of 
which they do not ſeem to entertain the leaſt doubt. 

I hope the next chriſtmas will prove happier than the 
preſent, to you, and' to, dear fir, your ſincere friend and 
humble ſervant, | G. W. 

P. S. I would juſt afk whether you think Chriſtiana a ſafe 
place for our ſtores. Do not you think they would be ſafer 
at Lancaſter, or ſomewhere more inland ? 


Sm, Head-Duarters, Morriſtown, Dec. 27, 1776. 
I HAVE the pleaſure of congratulating you upon 
the ſucceſs of an enterpriſe which T had formed againſt a 
detachment of the enemy lying in 'T renton, _ which was 
executed yeſterday motning. 
The evening of the twenty-fiſth I ordered the troops in- 
tended for this ſervice to parade back of M* Konkey's ferry, 
that they might begin to paſs as ſoon as it grew dark, ima- 
gining we ſhould be able to throw them all over, with the 
neceſſary artillery, by twelve o'clock, and that we might 
eaſily arrive at Trenton by five in the morning, the diſtance 
being about nine miles. But the quantity of ice, made that 
night, impeded the paſſage of the boats ſo much, that it was 
three o'clock before the artillery could all be got over; and 
near four, before the troops took up their line of march. 
This made me deſpair of ſurpriſing the town, as I well 
| knew we could not reach it before. the day was fairly broke. 
But as. was certain there was no making a retreat without 


being 9 and harraſſed on * the river, I de- 
termined 
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termined to puſh on at all events. I formed my detachment 
into two diviſions, one to march by the lower or tiver road, 
the other by the upper or Pennington road. As the divi- 
bons had nearly the ſame diſtanee to march, I ordered each 
of them, immediately upon forcing the out guards; to puſh 
directly into the town; that they might gon n 
before they had time to form. 

The upper diviſion arrived at the enemy's 0 poſt 
exaQly at eight o' clock; and in three minutes after, I found, 
from the fire on the lower road, that that diviſion had alſo 
got up. The out- guards made but ſmall oppoſition, though, 
for their numbers, they behaved very well, keeping up 4 
conſtant-retreating fire from behind houſes. We preſently 
ſaw their. main body formed : but, from their RY _ 
ſeemed undetermined how to act. 

Being hard preſſed by our troops "OY had already got 
poſſeſſion of their artil;ery, they attempted to file off by a 
road on their right, leading to Princeton. But, perceiving 
their intention, I threw a body of troops in their way; 
which immediately checked them. Finding from our diſpo- 
ſition, that they were ſurrounded, and that they muſt ins 
evitably be cut to pieces if they made any further reſiſtance, 
they agreed to lay down their arms. The number that ſub- 
mitted in this manner was twerity-three officers and eight 
hundred and eighty-fix men. Cojone! Rahl the command - 
ing officer, and ſeven others, were found wounded in the 
town, I do not exactly know how many they had killed; 
but I fancy, not above twenty or thirty, as they never made 
any regular ſtand. Our loſs is very trifling indeed,—only 
two officers and one or two privates wounded. 

I find that the detachment of the enemy conſiſted of the 
three Heſhan regiments of Lanſpach, Kniphauſen, and 
Rahl, amounting to about fifteen hundred men, and a 
troop of Britiſh light-horſe ; but, immediately upon the be- 

ginning of the attack, all thoſe who were not killed or taken 
puſhed directly down the road towards Bordentown, Theſe 
would 
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would likewiſe haye fallen into. our. hands, could my plan 
have been completely carried into execution. General 
Ewing was to have crofſed- before day at Trenton ferry, 
and taken poſſeſſion of the bridge leading out of town : but 
the quantity of ice was ſo great, that, though he did every 
thing in his power to effect it, he could not get over. This 
difficulty alſo hindered general Cadwallader from eroſſing 
with the Pennſylvania militia from Briſtol. He got part of 
his foot over: but finding it impoſſible to embark his artil- 
lery, he was obliged to deſiſt. | 
I am fully confident, that, could the inane generals 
Ewing and Cadwallader have paſſed the river, I ſhould have 
been able with their aſſiſtance to have driven the enemy 
from all their poſts below Trenton. But the numbers I had 
with me being inferior to theirs below me, and a ſtrong 
batallion of light infantry being at Princeton above me, I 
thought it moſt prudent to return the ſame evening with 
the priſoners and the artillery we had taken. We found no 
Nores of any conſequence in the town, G 
In juſtice to the officers and men, I muſt add that their 
beanie upon this occaſion reflects the higheſt honor upon 
them. The difficulty of paſling the river in a very ſevere 
night, and their march through a violent ſtorm of ſnow and 
hail, did not in the leaſt abate their ardor: but, when they 
came to the charge, each ſeemed to vie with the other in 
preſſing forward: and were I to give a preference to any 
particular corps, I ſhould do great injuſtice to the others. 
Colonel Baylor, my firſt aide-de-camp, will have the 
honor of delivering this to you; and from him you may be 
made acquainted with many other particulars. His ſpirited 
behavior upon every occaſion requires me to recommend 
him to your particular notice. | | 
- T have the honor to be, &c. . 
Incloſed you have a Tg liſt of the priſoners, artillery 
and other _ 
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8 = Newtown, December 29, 1776. 
I AM juſt ſetting out to attempt a ſecond paſſage 
over the Delaware with the troops that were with me on 
the morning .of the twenty-ſixth. I am determined to effect 
it if poſſible; but know that it will be attended with much 


fatigue and difficulty on account of the ice, which will 


neither allow us to croſs on foot, nor give us an eaſy 
paſſage with boats. General Cadwallader ' crofſed from 
'Briſtol,on the twenty-ſeyenth, and, by his letter ,of yeſter- 
day, was at Bordentown with about eighteen hundred men. 
In addition to theſe, general Mifflin ſent over five hundred 
from Philadelphia on friday, three hundred yeſterday even- 
ing from Burlington, and will follow to-day with ſeven or 
eight hundred more. I have taken every precaution in my 
power for ſubſiſting the troops, and ſhall, without loſs of 
time, and as ſoon as circumſtances will admit of it, purſue 
the enemy in their retreat,—try to beat up more of their 
quarters,—and, in a word, in every inſtance, adopt ſuch 
meaſures as the exigency of our affairs requires, and our 
ſituation will juſtify. 

Had it not been for the unhappy failure of generals Ewing 
and Cadwallader in their attempts to paſs on the night. of 


the twenty-fifth,—and if the ſeveral concerted attacks could 
have been made, I have no doubt but that our views would 


have ſucceeded to our warmeſt expectations. What was done 
occaſioned the enemy to leave their ſeveral poſts on the Dela- 
ware with great precipitation. The peculiar diſtreſſes to 


which the troops who were with me were reduced by the 


ſeverities of cold, rain, ſnow, and ſtorm,—the charge of the 
priſoners they had taken, —and another reaſon that might 
be mentioned,—and the little proſpect of receiving ſuccours 
on account of the ſeaſon and fituation of the river, —would 
not authoriſe a further purſuit at that time. 

Since tranſmitting the liſt of priſoners, a few more have 
been diſcovered and taken in Trenton, —among them a 
6 lieutenant- 
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. GENTRAL WASHINGTON ae. 


lieutenant-colo and adeputy-adj mee whole 
"cutting to about a thouſand, 
.I have been honored with your lettet of the me ty-third 


und Its ſeveral incloſurcs, to which I al pay due Aa. 


AA flag goes in this morning with a letter to general Howe, 
and allother ao general Lee. For the latter, Robert Morris 


| !leſquire has tranſmitted a bill of exchange, drawn by two 


Britiſh: officers, for a hundred and fixteen pounds, nine 
killings, and three pence, on major Small, for money fur- 


niſhedl them in South! Carolina, which I truſt will be paid. 


This ſupply is excluſive of the fut you have re ſolved to be 
ſent him, and which Mr. Morris will procure in time. | 
ee woher wu ter mes .. i Oo 410 2. GUT. 

P. 8. Lam under great apprehenſions about obtaining pro- 
e of proviſien for our troops: I fear it will be 
extremely difficult, if not impracticable, as the enemy; from 
every; account, haye- ta _ e why thing they 
IG find. 1. 20 ö | 
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